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INTRODUCTION- 



In the year 1821, a mission was sent by the 
Goveraor^General of. Bengal to tiie courts of 
Siam and Cochin-China, having for its object 
jthe opening of a friendly intercourse between 
those countries and the British possessions, and 
the establishuieut of free trade on both sides. 

This mission it is well known was not at* 
tended with the success expected ; little or no 
positive advantage was gained to our trade, but 
the foundation of a friendly intercourse was 
laid by the visit, and the icnowledge procured 
may prepare the way for a future attempt under 
more favourable circumstances. 
. Itat any rateaffiNTdedanopportoflityforour 
obtaining much valuable information respecting 
countries and people, hitherto almost unknown, 
to us, an J in this respect the particulars con- 
tained in the following pages may be deemed 
of sufficient interest to justify their publication : 
they are transcribed ueaiiy verbatim from the 
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private journal of the late Mr. George Finlay- 
son, who was attached to the Mission as Sar<* 
geon and naturalist, but who, unfortunately for 
Us friends and the cause of science^ fell a sa* 
crifiee to his unwearied exertions in the per- 
formance of the service intrusted to him, and 
did not live to revise and arrange tbem himself, 
having died on his passage to Eugland. 

The Joamal in its unfinished and rough state, 
with the whole of the valuable collections in na- 
tural history made by Mr. Finlaysou during the 
coiiite of the Sfissidn, having been deposited 
in the museum of the East India compan^% 
and by the liberal ammgements of the court of 
directors, laid open to the inspection of those 
^o were interested m the subject, it is now 
published, with the permission of Dr. Somer- 
viUe, aad in the simplest form practicable, it 
being considered that such a work can have no 
better recommendation than the certainty of 
its genuineness and authenticity. 

It does not profess to alibrd auy account of 
the official proceedings or conduct of the Mis- 
sion, further than met the author's observation 
as a spectator in common with others who were 
present en the occasion ; its object is to throw 
light on the cuuiitry, and on the character, insti- 
tutions,^ and hiUiits of the people generally, 
i It would have been easy to have enlarged the 
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work by the addition of notes and explanatory 
remaiks, and at cm time it ww proposed to 
have annexed au appendix with plates, illustra- 
tive of die subjects m natural history ceileetad 

during the voyage, for which the materials are 
eonsideraUe ; but the publisher having objected 
to the increased expense that would in this 
case have been incurred, the plan was aban-. 
doiied. 

Partly also on this account, but more espe- 
cially in consequence of its being understood 
that Mr. Crawfurd, to whom the charge of the 
Mission was intrusted, himself meditates a 
work on the subject, and as it would be tread- 
ing on ground more peculiarly belonging to that 
gentleman, it has been deemed advisable not 
to enlarge, in this place, on the public objects 
and results of the Mission, or to enter into any 
general review of the state of the countries 
visited, or of the various interests involved, 
which might otherwise have been expected. 

It is necessary however to say a lew words 
respecting the lamented anthor. 

George Fin lay son was a native of Thurso^ 
in Scotiand, descended from parents in a very 
humble sphere of life, but most respectable in 
their station. He had two brothers who, like 
himself, died early in the career of prosperity. 
The circumstances under which Donald, the 
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X INTHODUCnOK. 

eldeht, and subsequently George, were brought 
forward* were a& . follows :— 
. Dorttig tlie late war, when fhe charge of the 
medical department of the army in Scotland 
was committed to Dr. Somerville, he had occa- 
sion for the assistance of a clerk, the nature of 
whose duties made it desirable that he should 
have some knowledge of medicine, and it oc* 
curred to him that the salary of the office 
might furnish the means to some meritorious 
person of prosecuting his studies at the same 
time. In order to find such a person he ad- 
dressed himself to Dr. Thomson, professor of 
surgery in the UniTersity of Edinburgh, well 
knowing the competence of his judgment, and 
his disinterested zeal in advancing modest 
merit; Dr. Thomson immediately named a 
young man who fulMed every condition, and 
whose slender means arose from hours of pri- 
vate tuition, Donald Finlayson was accordingly 
sent and appointed. Assiduity in the discharge 
of every duty, blended with an earnest desire 
to please, were striking parts of his character. 
He was a good Greek, Latin, and French scho- 
lar, and an excellent botanist, besides being a 
good anatomist, and well versed in other 
branches of medical science. He showed an 
ardour in acquiring information on every subject 
which excited an interest in thu^e Irom whom 
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be sought it He had enjoyed fewer opporta- 

nities of acquiriDg a kauwledge of the world 

tlutt^ of most 8u)>j^t9» t^nd was cmndom of ' 

the awkwardness resulting from this deficiency, 

and most anj^ous to remove the cause of it» ia 

• • • 

which bis success was only to be expleii^ by 

the thankfulness with which he received a hiut 
upon the subject. 

On completing the course of his academicfil 
studies. Dr. Somerville thought him equal to a 
higher situation, and advised him to go into the 
army, assuring him that he .had . been so satis* 
fied with his services, that he should be glad if 
he had a brother that he might apponit tg be 
his successor. He said his brother George, 
whom he had taken great pains to educate, 
was in every respect a moie able man than be 
was, and therefore strongly recommended him. 

George was accordingly appointed to the s^ 
tuation. He in every respect verified the ac- 
count oi his partial friend; and became so great 
a favourite, that he was a constant inmate in 

Dr. SomerviUe's family, and beloved by all who 
knew him. When his studies were finished, Dr* 
Somerville sent him also into the army, and it 
was no less gratifying to the genejrous feelings of 
that gentleman, than creditable :to his diseeni* 
ment^ to learn, that both brothers distinguished 
themselves by their atten^on to tbisir duty and 
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their humanity to the sick and wounded. Donald 
iiad been actively employed in the harassing 
engagements that preceded the battle of Water* 
loo, as assistant-surgeon of the 33d regiment, 
and also on that memorable day* On the march 
to Paris with his regiment, he disappeared, and 
it seems probable that he fell a victim to ma- 
rauders then abounding in the country, from 
the disorganized state of the retreating army. 
George got leave of absence to endeavour to 
learn the fate of his unfortunate brother, but 
his efibrts were imavailiog as he could only 
hear that he had heea seen exploring a cave 
near St Quinten. He was so affected by 
this severe loss of a brother to whom he owed 
so much, that it was an act of humanity to get 
him removed from the scene of his sorrows. 
Sir James Macgregor, who is never wanting on 
sach occasions, kindly and promptly acceded ' 
to Dr. Somei ville s request to attach Greorge 
Finlayspn to the medical-staff about to proceed 
to Ceylon, under the direction of Dr, Farrel, 
than whom no one was more capable of dis- 
cenung and appreciating his worth and talents. 

In Ceylon Mr. Finlayson was indefatigable in 
the pursuit of botany and other branches of na« 
tural histoiy, to which he devoted all the time 
that his laborious pvofessional duties allowed. 
After a residence of some years in this island. 
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INTRODUCTION. xiii 

be was removed to Bengal^ having beeu ap- 
pointed aaustant-rargeon of His Majesty's 8tb 
regiment of Light Dragoons, by the kindness 
of Sir.James« He rejoiced to find that his 
regiment was doing duty near the Himalayan 
Mountains, as bis journey would afford him an 
opportunity of exploring such an extent of new 
ground.; whilQ his residence there held out 
every temptation that could fascinate a mind 
ardent in the pursuit of natural history. 
The following extract from a letter written 

by him to his friend and patron. Dr. Somer- 
yUle, on his quitting Ceylon, explains his cir- 
cumstances and prospects at that period, and 
throws some light on his general character and 
feeling. 

Kandi/y 6/A M^, 1819. 

I HAVB heard of my beiiig ajppointed afldstant-sofgeou 
to tii8 Sth DnigocMis* . • • I have leccived a y&y 

polite note from the dii Lctor-general on the bubjecl, to 
whom I am very grateful for the appdutment. I could 
apt htAp cuUrtaimDg apprehenaioiis kst I should levat 
to the Tonk of hospital assistant, and if I hanre not done 
so, I am persuaded it is through the reprcseiiiatious and 
intetoessioiis of yourself and Mr. Beid. I have had 
much reason .to he satisfied with my situation hi dds • 
idand, and it is not without regret that I tdiall hare it. 
Through the kindness of Dr. Faveiiy my situation and 
dntiesjum always been sadi aa to noder me pofelly 
tiantented. I have not been inattentive to jour addoe on 
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afomer occasion , and already, through UiegjOodmaiiagcN 
BBy fincodflly I find niydf pOBBBSBOd of SCVCBift^ 

hfmdtvd pounds, a sum mudi beyond mj dcpec te tiops. 

I doubt, therefore, if my circumstances will be benefited 
bj removing to India, where, thou^^ the pay is much 
gveafer, the node of Ihiag is moie expenstvc^ and as se- 
oMd asdbtmt I cannot expect to have the charge of ^le 
sick. However, there are other circumstances attending 
the ciange, which are of a pleasing a^ture. Mj re^ 
iMnt k slateHd at Menit, on die fionder < the upper 
provinces of the Beno^ Government, so that ftxm Cal- 
cutta I shall have a journey of several thousand miles to 
peifimBy a dfcuw i timce wbkh of Hadtf would outwei^ 
ahost of dMfeidties. I am delated widi die prospect of 
seeing so large a portion of the globe; th< journey cannot 
but 0OVC intexesting and, I hope, useful to me. 

Oil the return of his reginieat to Europe, he 
was delaioed for the purpose of attending tbe 
Mission to Siam and Cochin China, as medical 
officer and natoiraliat, .during which his health 
mw sacrificed at an early period by the active 
and severe exertions which his zeal iu the pur- 
Bnit of natural history induced bim to make, 

and he lived but to reach Bengal, and embark 
for Europe witbi little or no hope of recovery. 
It has been already mentioned that be die4 on 
the passage home* 

The following extracts from seme of his later, 
letters to Dr, Sowerville will not be read witli- 
out interest. - 
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<SftiMi» 16th Jftm^ imUL 
Nkaelt tluee mondis lisfeckpiedanoeiroanmd at 

this pla€i;, Bankok, the capital of Siaiii, and being un- 
able to get our ship over the bar of the river, we shall 
probtUy icombi as much longer. I lia;?e had but Htlle 
4i|)portinity to db any thiiig m any bsatuth of nataml 
history. The people have kept a strict watch over our 
actioQfi^ ai¥i their jealouAy of^ses an insuperable booier 
Id waomluiQ d that natiiie. We hate gained aouie in* 
formatkm m p eetnig tiie nMamm of the people, their re^ 
iigion, whjph may one day afibrd you some aum&e- 
ine&t* 

^ * ^ By-the-by, what do you tfamk of my ftir« 

nishing a rapid and popular sketch of ovir \ oyage to tliis 
place and to Cochin China? Is a production. o£ this sort 
ralf tatrd to cache any intereet at the pwawt- time? 
JMbsbly not, alter all you have had of kte respectiDg 
the embassy to Cliina aiul the shipwreck of the Alceste, 
* * * I am not at all ambitious of becoming author, 
and my mnoii for Wfing tUs audi is to know'yoiir in* 
cfinatkms, by which Twcvuld be guided rather than hy 
my own. 

I do not know that the polatkal orcamnMnaaiolgaM 
of our.Busnon aie of that iniportanoe to attract any. flhaos 

of your attention or curiosity. One might with justke 
say of the king of Siani, what Voltaire says of a certain 
U^g of Babyloo. U se crott le plus grand loi de k 
tcTKy* paroeque tout le mondele Id dit^ The celestial 
empire itself is hut a small matter compared to his king- 
dom. Judge then of the notions such a person^ h 
iikely ta entsrtaio oC our nation. 
Our Misooni there toeaia great reason U> fear, is dcs> 
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tined to share the hte of the numennifl attempts which 
have already been made to establisli a friendly aiid com- 
meraial intocourse with the ultra-Gangetic nations. It 
does not ifipear likely ^lat it will eieel any thing Ibr the 
benefit of our conmierce. When we arrived in the 
country we were quite ignorant of many matters, a know- 
ledge of whidi wbukL have been of-the &c8t importance 
ineandiictiBg affittrs with audi a peoj^ Pcaoe, for wluch 
they arc more indebted to the weakness and pusillanimity 
of their enemies than to tlieir own strength, had left the 
kfaigy and olfee or two el hia miiuatev^ leisnxe to embark 
ift eonmcfldal apeeoladoiw. You are aware Aat the 
king is here the merchant, and almost the only ouv. 

'Xhe success of their iirst attempts exceeded their ex- 
pectatiom^ and led them to tkink of increaaing the pro- 
dueaof die eountry. Chinese enignuiits were, with tiiia 
view, encouraged, beyond all former example, and at 
dna momeiKt, th^ are thought to equal the naliTea of the 
eooBtiy, innuBiber. The eflbet was infltantaneooa. The 
produce of sugar alone, which was before totally neg- 
lected, has increased to m astonishing extent, in tiie 
couiii of the last ten years. It is die aame with other 
artides of mnmeroe, as pepper, cardamums, &c« 

Not content with trading to China, thu Government 
. now wishes to see the ships of Europeans within its 
porta; one party in the state (that wbieh oondtieta the 
oonnMrae of the eountry) would willingly ikvour die 
trade with the latter ; but another, mid by far the most 
respectable among the King's advisers, are averse to 
mddng any altmtions in rstabHuhifid usages, though not 
displeased to see their country visited by European ships. 
As they stand at present, the regulations relating to 
eoQuncree with Europeans are almost pvohibitory* 
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Itwcfe pofaapB iteefeM to aqr thvo^gh-iAfit cMttw 
inr MliM bsi fittlad, for inde^ 

done so already : I do not know that we can expect a 
much better rec^ticm at the court of Coclim Chiii% to 
wiikh wepmeedasflimaswe Gfln -kro As di» 
pkmatSc mattei^ have hkherto gone in this part of tlie 
world, it will perhaps be well if we come without 
iBMiIt or woiething worsew 

■ 

Off the HoogUy, Dee. 25<A, 1822. 

Wx are thus £w on our letum to Bengal, after an 
nuxre tftnui tiiurteon montiw* I return with 
edleetiGns In natand history whkii irfll not, I think, dis- 
ap}Joint the Supreme GovLrmnent. I have seen much, 
and many intareftting tribes of people; I have been much 
gntiM; hot my health is destioyedy I &ar, for ever. 
Both my lungs and Hver are in fault ; I have exposed 
myself too much to the weather ; but Ibr my health, I 
had bem the hiqppiest mim affive. The next two months 
wffl dedde whether I shall xeoover or not; oor oold 
weather is just set in, and may do mc good. Tliis is the 
first time I have put pen to paper for months, therefore 
do nol eaqpect mudi. I eannat say that we hs:ve gabed 
mndi-hy negofifllion; the Siamese and Codmi' Chinese 
are a very proud people. The King of Siam gave the 
M M M pa an audience, but the King of Cochin Chio^ 
coBtmy to Che custom of his. predeoesBors, would not 
rt'CLi^ e the Em oy of the Governor-General of Bengal. 
It uas the practice of his courts he observed, to grant 
andienees to the ambassadors of idngs only, and thai the 
Gevemor-General must 'address himsdf to his Khuster. 
. The business of the Mission was transacted with the 

b 
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fatter. Cochin China oSec$ to the traveller a most ex- 
traordinaiy spectacW; the ci^^tal^ Hn^t » surroimdafil 
by fivtifiortiQiii iha^ ftntfintmi 
in Europe. I have kept a journal of events, and it is 
of some extent; I hope it will serve to amufie jpaj &iead» 
loranidlefaoarcrtwio^ Utb»f»Muihxnvajwoatj 
respecting the oountm w bm lately wited, I should 
not care to lay it before that awful tribunal, piovidtxi, 
however, that the work would gain me some little credit* 
In ifai% hawtmt, I dioiild b* gmdod by your qpuufln^ 
and that of your fiiends. I have a great horror of 
appearing bdbre the public, but something not alto- 
gether uuinleresting in the £om oi % book would be oC 
aarvioe to me in thb eountry, whmif I t finrwud, b 
mubl be by my own exertions. I should be very happy 
to hear £rom you on thi^ subject^ if you think it deserve 
Aft leflat <^«'M«Aw iiftAMt- 

Mr« Cnwfurd ineaiis to write » book. ' « * « 

His opinion of things differs considerably irom minej £or 
I was in fact but a xaere spectator. 

X here disooveced acme (^keadid new plantg. Wbat 
would Mr« Brown say to a plant d the Orchideous tribe, 
an «xide% asliai: as i have yet discovered, that should 
htm 9L fknnmg fipike ox leet hi(^ rnwed iritb 
wirde of one bandied flowert, ei|di aoiiie indbes exaraaa*? 
TliUii 16 nut a muie &^eudid object in ve^toble natures 

* brides. Scapo biaijiliri, foliia a in lire arete imbricatis,^ dis- 
tichis tripedalibaSjfrondi similibns : ft iiiolis eubill>nnibns,Ion!*issimi8 : 
f](M-iiiu.s tipicaiis, iiliefm^ puiict^ilib, mug^nis* tpeciosis; labellu sub* 
cyliiidrico, tripartito, lamina inferiore patente, tritida, acuiniuata 
integnit laminis supcrioribus in arcum supra pistUlum coiim?en- 
tSms. 

TtefininnMne ttai tfeliMt finfnuMt » At peteb ate ipvved 

911 tlie marpii^ of a £eibj oonibtence, of a dwk yellow cokNVp 
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if Im A^gdar, it & feriNfM ffoal^ 

ndoii wkk tiM BaHlwinj wlpdi he has ^bmribed ia Ms 

usual classical style. I shall have a good many plants to 
Mad hoB^ as w«U as bixds and quadrupeds. 

Calcullay Juno 15///, 1823. 

De. F. advises me strongly to continue in India; I 
see no plan 80 good, if nqr bealth will admit, yet I rnUl 
aiM; eondflua a usdess burden on a Government wUdi 
I have ibcmd so liberal, and if a few months* expe- 
xience do not bring me about, I will give up all p]x>- 
qMda and wait tiie too tedious issue of such complaints. 

I have reason to feav that I have got confirmed phthi- 
iis ; if I recover, my prospects will brighten : even und^ 
tka TPorst cimunstaaices, we may prepare for better times. 
If I lemain, k will be greatty to my advantage to be 
transferred to the Company's medical service. It is 
nothing entering the lists with boys again. 

Cateum, June IM. 

My health has not improved since my arrival, and as 
if ill health were not of itself suffident grievance, it is, I 
lour, destined to entaQ upon me the disappolntinait of 
vwpy ftdr hopes. Notwithstanding the frequent interrup- 
tion to my labours by ill health, the present GoverncMr- 
Genansl, Mr. Adam^ iiaa cxpieased faamsdf very £svour« 
ably of my exertions, and very wOlii^ to do something 
for me. Indeed, I am a&tiurud on very good authority, 

vlinpsned with im4woim spots. Tfas pisliQuai Is similarly 
dotted; tiM IsbellDm iatemaDy sMtedt trifid» and villoas st tiia 
tpez. The apike of die plant dtBCovered coatafned more than ooe 
kndrad towen, the graUter naaniby of tji^i fuHjr sgtpiadid^ eaoli 

sereral inclieB in Unffii, and as much in broadth^JSvfrset fircm 
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that be would immediately put me in possession of a 
moet eL^hle tiipfiamtaMe^ just vacated by « fitkud q£. 
vane, if my heakh would aAmt of my eataaog upon its 

duties. It AVLiuId be preposterous in mc to expect that 
Government would keep this open for me* In this em* 
pIojiQeiit I should have been placed under thehmnediate 
control of Govemment, and should have no less a field 
than the Himalaya range for my research. 

I fear I have been rather troul^lcsome to you with my 
letters ct late^ this beiiig the diird mthin a vcay abort 
time. 

My object in writing this is to inform you that in the. 
cDUrae of a month or so I shall be on my way to Eng* 
land. I have come to this lesoibition in coniequence of 

iiiy bad state ol" health, in which no improvement lias 
iaken place since my arrival here : if I have not yet got 
a confiimed phthias, the voyage may set me up^ but if 
I hare, I i^aU wait my &te in some ledred comer or 
other at liomc. I shall leave behind me some very 
worthy Iriends who have always been forward in pEO« 
modng my interest, and although my r^gnaent has gone 
home, I could at this moment get an ap{x)intment Hoiii 
Government, if my health would allow me to accept it. 
1 have, however, determined to sacrifice evety .thing tor 
•ihe recovery of my health, feeling pretty* wdl aanired 
that with that I sliali get tlurough the world some hpw or 
4>ther. 

» 

My kindest and affisetionate regards to you all. 

it is due to Lord Amherst to mention that on 

his Lordiship s appointment to the Government 
of ludia, Dr, Somerville made known to him 
the acquirements of Mr. Finlayson, distinctly 
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explaiiiifig that his otqect vtm not to solicit 

favour, but to mention that it might be a sub- 
ject qI regret that a person so eminently qnali^ 
fied by his knowledge in natural history should 
return to Europe with his regiment, while hie 
abflities might be so nsefoUy exerted in India. 
Lord Amherst said that it was the only appli- 
cation of the kind that had been made to him; 
he saw it in its true lights and immediately 
made a memorandum of the circumstance, 
with an assurance that he should not fail to 
take care of so deserving a person; and it is 
certain that his Lordship would have done 
justice to his merits, had his life been spared. 
But his constitution was worn out by his 
indefatigable exertions in those ungenial cli- 
mates in which it was his lot to serve. Even • 
before the arrival of Lord Amherst a lucrative 
and honourable employment well suited to his 
habits and studies was oflfered to him by Mr. 
Adam, but the (disease which terminated his 
life had already made too much progress to 
admit of his availing himself of the proffered 
patronage. 

In speaking of the character of the two 
brothers, Dr. SomerviUe thus expresses him-' 

self; — 

* I have seldom met with any young men 

more strongly impressed with the sense of 
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rectitude fliaii Doiicdd Md George Finkfscm ; 

their conduct was in every case regulated by a 
feeling of duty^ and a desiie to be iiseAil to all 
around them, to w hich it would be superfluous 
to add how much ik^y were esteemed^ and 
how sincerely their premature death has been 
regretted." 

in reflecting on this short biographical 
sketch, the mind cannot fail to dwell on the 
bright example which it affords, that know- 
ledge and independence are within the reach 
bf all who will labour fot theiid^ whatever be 
their condition or rank in life, and that the best 
and only solid foundation of prosperity and 
esteem, is a steady adherence to the priuciple 
of rectitude. 

Nothing can be more creditable than the 
exertions made by the lather to gratify the 
thirst for education and knowledge evinced by 
his sons, unless it be exceeded by the gene- 
rous and disinterested friendship of the patron. 
But both would have been unavailing had not 
the young men themselves been indefiittgabte 
in tlicir exertions, and religiously upright and 
steady in their principles* conduct* and views. 

Tliough Finlayson may not rank with a 
Burns* or a Leyden* in point of talent, still it 
is hoped there is enough in his story and 
writmgs to excite interest. and attention; and 



Digitized by 



thftt wliile his Dame may be emoUed in tbe long 

end melancholy list of those who have in early 
life iaUen a sacrifice to th^r seal and exerdoiia 

in the cause of science, it may add another 
link to the chain which binds our aiections and 
attachment to a land where the arennes to it 
are open to all, and the patronage and encou- 
ragement to worth and talent are daily ad- 
vancing with the facilities of education and 
imptoTement. Let it, however, be recollected 
that the foundation of the education of the 
Finlaysons (for they were in other respects 
nearly self-taught) was laid at home, under 
the parent's eye, not in schools^ nor in the 
knowledge of tlie worid, but on the bioad 
aoKl obvious principles of religion and mo- 
nlity»-^as simple as they are Sacred, -^in-i 
stilled into their youthful minds with their 
earliest recollections, and confirmed by the 

pastor's authority and blessing, according to 

the practice in Scotland. This foundatkn was 

equal to any superstructure, and on it, as on 
a rook of adamant, they built their hopesy 
ttsjr foflones, and their happine8S,^-Hmd tiieir 
reward was a feeling of content and grati- 
tude for the unexpected benefits they enjoyed, 
and die esteem and respect of aU who knew 
tbem. 

The foUowing obeervatioas coUected irom 
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the author's loose memoranda were probably 
intended* by him i» the outline of an intro- 
duction to the publication which he projected, 
and may be advantageoualy introduced in this 
place as a preface to the Journal. They will 
shew his turn of mindj and the objects he had 
in view. - • 

In a greater or less degree^ there is, perhapSi inhereiit 
in the nmids of most men, a deabre to Tint foreigii omm* 

tries, — -a desire which neitlier storms nor tempests, 
deserts, vilds, nor predpioes, ivith all their appalling 
fears, have been aiUe to oounteract or to diedc. Cast 
naked and helpless on this earth, man has aispbed to scan 
its limits, to ascertain its bounds, and even to scrutinize 
its nature: he has risen superior to the contending ele- 
ments, which .mi^t seem to have opposed an insuper- 
able barrier to his restless ambition, to his ever-active, 
never-satisfied curiosity ; and even the great globe itself 
no longer seems to offer a theatre too great or too exten- 
dve for the exertion of his acdvity* 

Insatiable ambition, boundless curiosity, are to be 
rednxned among the mote prominent of the attributes 
with' whicfa man 'is endowed. To what mighty ends 
have they not led ? If they have brought upon him, 
and upon the race, uni lumbered evils, they have also had 
their attendant good. His share of peaoe^ perhjqps of 
happmess, had .been greater had he indulged these pro* 
pensities less ; but it is not in his power to resist the un- 
alterable impulse, conferred upon him, doubdess, for the 
best of purposes. Ihe curiosity that is gratified with 
inquiring into the laws implanted in organized beings, 
or into the general phenomena which characterise th^ 
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HMterial irarid «t laige, admitt of, md is UMully at- 

t ended by gratification as permanent as it is umnixed; 
every step is attended with unalloyed pleasure^ eveiy 
new aoquisitiaa lea^ and stimukteB to further dlmvcjEy. 

Hub dupoeltifm of the mind is pardetdarly obflervible 
in those who have made nature and natural objects their 
study. Hence the eagerness with which men engage in 
them: no oiie>capaiblie of reflectioa but has at one time 
or otha: experienced this laudable curiosity, and wished 
ix. the power to gratify it. To this source we must 
teSet the eacomgiemeat held forth in the praent day to 
voyagers and . travd]era» and in general to -erery one 
engaged in matters of discovery. It is not extiaordi- 
Dary^ therefore^ that persons should readily be found 
eager to enter upon the inyestiggtion of new and distant 
countries, and of the various objects of knowledge whidi 
th^ contain. It is tlie lot of few to indulge their incH- 
nations this way ; and of these few, how scanty is liie 
ptDpordon of individaals qualified for the important tads, 
either by original endowment, by previous pursuits and 
habits, or by the necessary education, or by a proper 
train and temper of mind ! Fortunately^ howerer, the 
oljects of pursuit are as numerous as the taste of man is 
various, and something is left even to the most humble 
intentions* A {»oper consideration of this matter would 
lead to the most important acqiurements both on tiie part 
of the most humbly endowed, and for the benefit of 
science and knowledge in general. The principle need 
not be enforced by aigument: let us foUow it, if poBsUble^ 
with alacrity, and make the most of the opport uni tias 
which fall in our way. Let us devote to the task those 
abilities, however moderate, with which the Almighty 
has eodowed ub, and we shall rarely &il altogether of 
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deriving benefit ftom oiir exertiolia We may rest setM 
fiat the labours 80 bestowed will seldom £ui to be duly 
i^prec&ltedy that tKvaf observstidm wiE be leoeived witll 

candour, and our arguments, if urged with modesty, will 
larely Mi to be listened to by tlic circle of our Mends 
and afiquMntanoeSy to the appobatioii of whom no iMb 
can be dtogethfer itadiffiarent; It b fn tfus tempef of 
mind tliat we may hope to avoid a two -fold evil ; that of 
exaggerating the importatioe of the feeble exertions of 
an individudl on the one hand) imd ixf *iti«^fay too 
meanly of his capacity on Uie other,— Hsincc })oth arc 
alike hurtful, and alike bppoee the acquisition of us^ui 
kncmiedge* 
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CHAPTER L 

VwAQM nxM Caloittta to Painob ov Wam* UhAmf^ 
biAXM 0P. Prbpaeis, Naii€ovdabi, SBTB119 AHD PRiiroi 
OF Walbs. * 

On the 2l8t November we embaiked on the 

Jolm Adam, nearly opposite to Fort William, 
and dropped gradually down the river to the 

sand-heads. We had but one opportunity of 
gomg on shore, and this was at some, distance 
above Sanger Island. The land was here eight 
or ten feet above high- water mark ; soil, a very 
de^, blade, light mould, and densely covered 
with low jungle. Numerous traces of deer, and 
one very ccmspicuous track of a 'tiger, which 
appeared to have been of enormous size. Car- 
ried off a species of Bdetus, a (^pocies of Laurus, 
and one of Calamus. 
The pilot left us, in smooth water, near to a 

B 
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moored ship allotted for the reoeptioQ of pilots^ 

and out of sight of land. On the following 
znorniiig we sailed, with a fair and tolerably 
strong wind, attended with a sea sufficieiitly 
rough to occasion sickness in persons; so little 
accustomed to this dread element. In this man- 
ner we arriv^ off Cape Negrais. Wbil§ ^ 
this point, but still far from being within sight, 
our ship was visited 1^ twQ three birds, one 
a species of dove, die next another of the Ion- 
nean Passeres, and a tliird a species of Sterna. 
The latter, as usu^y happens with others of the 
same family, either from natural stupidity or from 
exhaustion, aIlow64 itself to bp taken without 
difficulty. 

December 3.~Early in the morniQg, the island 
of Frq^s, the first lapd we had yet aeen ainoa 
we left the pilot, was in sight. We stood to- 
varda it with the yiew of landing upon it, and 
eian^ining its structure; but the wind unfortu- 
nately imffe^fting, and the wiodwaid coast being 

only navigable ^^ ith safety with the ship, it was 

daen^ed too haaardous a task to land. 

From the dietanoe at which we viewed these 
islaudSft it wa^ difficult to fiaarm an accurate judg- 
mank respecting their struduie. llie two small 
ooeSt called th^ Cow and Calf, at one time ap- 
peared as if they were of basaltic fomuilicD; 
^nd agftin as if they were merely banks pi coral. 
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Againti As lattcnr supposition, ilieir altiliid» 

above the Bea (not lesft perhaps than two him« 
drad tet) might aeem to mititata; but this it 
not conclusivey especially if there be any truth 
in liia obaemtioo, that the gmtt baahi wkaA 
compose^ this ocean has lost much of its ori* 
ginal akitude. It it potsible that thay may be 
composed both of basalt and coral ; it is highly 
probabie that one or other of thaaa mateciata 
ocmstitate their mass, and most probably Ae 
latter. The prindpal island is of a gratly un- 
dulating shape, rising gradually ftom the sea, to a 
slight elevation, and is thickly covered with wood, 
and apparently tail and wide-spreading trees. 

We had the more reason to regret the cir- 
cumstance of our not bein^ able to land on 
these islands, from their being the first in the 
great chain which compoBes the ardnpelaga 

On the following moniing at sun-rise we were 
within sight of Naicoi odam, an island apparently 
serml miles in diameter, in form and shape a 
perfect specimen of the vokanic cone, which 
we calculated to be about two thousand flye 
hundred ieet above the sea. We were at too 
great a distance to entertain a hope of landing 
on it. Tins island, from its height, its solitary 
zeiBtence in a wide sea, aaii its smgidar and 
beautiful form, constitutes a very striking object 

On this oecaaioii we endearoored to construct 

Be 
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ad instnimait for asoertaining the femperature of 

tiojd sea at considerable depths, but from the im- 
perfection Af our materiate* our suooesa was but 
indifferent. In the only experiment that we per- 
fxam&d, the temperature at two hundred ai¥i 
forty feet was 21" less than at the sur&oe. 

The variati<»2s on the barometric column we 
observed to be very regular^ being at its greatest 
height about seven sum., and lowest towards 
four p*in* 

The weather continued agreeable; the wind 
Steady and moderate, the N.E. monsoon having 

now set iij steadily. Several of the natives on 
board had been aiUng ; and one, a sepoy, had a 
dangerous attack of cholera, but all were now 
sufficiently in health. 

Our course now lay towards the coast, of 
which we soon came within siglit. As we ap- 
proached the western coast of this peninsula, 
we could not fail to be struck with the singular 
appearance of numerous islands, varymg in di- 

mens ion-, situation, and height; an appearance 
very diifereot from what is observable on the op« 
posite side of this bay, where scarce an island 
rises a lew feet above the water, but which here 
being strewed over so great a space> seem to 
form a bulwaik, or chain of protection to the con* 
fipantjii land* 

The bold und elevated ridge in the centre, 
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with the abrupt and rugged points on their flanks^ 

were no less striking, and appeared, even at a 
distance, to afford ample evidence of their jfd- 
mitiTe structure. The more elevated mountaiii 
hdges on the continent were not less bold or 
striking in their appearance. The general di- 
rection of these ridges, both in the islands and 
on the Gontinent» is nearly north and south» in- 
cliiiiiig a little from west to east. Vegetation 
appears everywhere abundant ; the forms prin^ 
c^pally arborescent. 

On the 7th oi iJecember, being near to the 
Seyer Islands, in latitude 8^ 43' N., and longi- 
tude QT"" 48' E., we prepared to land qn them. 
These islands are within sight of the continent, 
and distant from it about twenty-eight miles* 
The principal one appears to be about five miles 
in length, and perhaps one in breadth. It was 
on this that we proposed to land. As we ap« 
proached in the boat, we were struck with the 
general silence which seemed to pervade it» a 
circumstance which appeared to us the more 
singular, as it was everywhere covered with 
dense woods, which might be supposed to afford 
nounshaient and safe shelter to numerous land 
birds, while its rocky coast might have been 
alike favourable to the existence uf \vater fowl. 
Scarce a bird, however, was seen to hover over 
the place. Neither the varied forms of an ej^u^ 
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berant vegetation, nor the safe asylum under 
its peaceful shade, seemed sufficient to attract 
even a scanty portion of animated nature to this . 
apparently favourable, and certainly very beau- 
tUUl, spot. Is the proximity of man necessary 
to give to rude nature an aspect or an impulse 
fevourable for the support of animated creation 
in its various forms ^ On this desert island, 
the tall trees seemed to wave their tops in vain; 
the more humble shrub and herb flowered un- 
seen, their sweets apparently unappreciated. 
The useM and friendly palm, the luscious 
plantain-tree, the scented jasmine, the elegant 
bamboo, the nutritious yam, were here the spoii-« 
taneous production of the soil; beautiful at least, 
and interesting in appearance, though not highly 
possessed of those valuable qualities, which in a 
domestic state man has conferred upon them by 

his care and industry. 

As we approached the shore, we were enabled 
to notice the elevated and nearly perpendicular 
direction of the rocky mass, which, on more dose 
inspection, was found to be composed of coarse* 
grained granite, for tlie most part of a reddish 
colour ; but occasionally of a flesh red, and more 
often of a gray colour. A well defined, broad, 
and very white stripe, extending along the whole 
length of the island, a few feet above the sea,, 
appeared to form the high-water mark* This 
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iA&tb appefttttdce was oocaskxied by a AtSHj 

iacmstation. 

TlM ^plMMXanee of the tocks watl, in gene)ral» 
very unifol^m. They were, as already observed, 
ritogethet gtenitte. I'he indiiiaticm of the strata 
was from N.E. to S.W. Though the character 
€S tfaii gftiXdiib was etttentely well defined and 

prominent, it yet appeared a difficult task to 
{ironounce an opinion respecting its stratifica- 
tion. In one part might be seen large, perfectly 
homogeneous masses, iifty or sixty ieet in thick- 
Ress, vTitiiout lent, flsdure, or ditiitfoH, without 
the slightest appearance of stratification; with 
the soUtaiy eSLception of the occasional occur- 
rence of a seam or narrow vein of quartz^ or of 
finef •grained granite, ctbssing its surface. But 
by far the most common appearance in this 

granite. Was that of a tolerably unifonn stmti- 

fication, the strata of unequal thickness, and 
Crossing the directicai of the mountam ridge at 
an acute angle. These strata were again irre- 
gularly divided in most parts, so that the whole 
semed to hlive a double atratificaticMfi, or to be 
divided into irregular trapeziums. The granite 
was ahnoBt universally coarse-grained, contain- 
ing chiefly quartz and feldspar, with but little 
mica; the crystals of feldspar varied in size ftom 
a gram to nearly an inch. This coarse-grained 

gttidte (XicaBionally patted into one of very fine 
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stnicbire, and heie and there into gneiss^ thoii^ 

the latter was always of small extent. The rock 
was for the most part divided into numerous sharp 
and needle-shaped points. Though on a lee shore, 
there was here a considerable surf and swell, to 
impede our landing. A solitary water-fowl was 
seen to wander from rock to rock, (X)llecting food 
from fhe pools, which abounded with small fish. 
After a little care, we landed in safety on the 
rocks. We observed a ocmsiderable variety of 

corals, crabs, and shells. Of the genus Patella, 
some species were uncommonly large. JDis< 
tracted with the multitude of diflbrent objects 
beibxe us, rocks, Crustacea, v^etables, &c., we 
•turned from the sea-shore, and entered the 
forest. We had now reached the region most 
fiivourable for the production of palms, the most 
interesting, the most useful, the most singular 
of vegetable forms. We required no better 
proof of an intertropical climate. Three different 
species were already within our view ; and the 
plants having an aflSnity to this fkmily were not 
less numerous. The Ibrmer were JBorassus fia- 
belliformis, CSaryota urens. Phoenix fimnifei^a. 
Of the latter, two species of Pandanus, (odoraL 
and Isevis,) and of Calamus two species, were 
abundant. The number of plaxits which we ob- 
served within a aoall space was indeed unoom* 
monly great. The ascent ii:om Uio bea was every* 
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wh^ ranaikftbly steep and ragged; disinte* 
grated granite, oa the slope of the hills, readily 
yielded to the pressure of the foot; the foresC 
was, besides, so close, as to be scarce penetrable. 
After we had proceeded some way through it, 
our notice was attracted by the chirping oi nu- 
merous animals* We discovered this to proceed 
from a multitude of largo bats, Pteropus edulis, 
suspended Irom a Howeriog specimen of Boras- 
sua. We brought down four of them. 

Our exertions in penetrating the woods were 
necessarily great; the heat was excessive* In 
a few hours we became somewhat tired, and re- 
lumed to our boat, hi^y gratified at the result 

of our excursion. To have fully investigated 
the botany of this little island alone, woul4 
have required not less than the period of a 
week* .From the difficulty we experienced in 
getting into our boat again, the pbnts we had 
collected were nearly altogether lost ; they were 
unfifftunately tossed about in the sea for some 
time,>and thus rendered almost useless. 

On satuming to the ship, we .ftund that tha 
captain had visited the small island opposite to 

m 

US during our absence. He had not been less en- 
tertained . The confinement of a ship necessarily 
renders the approach of land agreeable; hence 
we are always delighted to set foot on shore 
^ter having beensometime at sea. He landed 
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on * «andy beach; the tocku wMto df rimilisur 

structure to those of the larger idlliKi) but the ^ 
Tegetable 6Mm were eowiderably dUbreal^ a 

circumstance to be accounted for, perhaps, by 
his hftYing landed m m oppdaile atid lesi te* 

posed coast In intertropical climates, the effect 
of the different monsoous, even within a very 
nattow and ciRStiii»oribed apace, la 'my temaft'' 
aUe» particularly where^ as in this instance^ 
there is, as it wdte, a liatiiSral bulwadc thrown 
up to shelter the respective aspects. 

We contititted to sail during the ni^t with ft 
gentle wind along the coast of Siam. In the 
xfiomidg, a native of Siam and a Malay weiid 

brought on board with fish from a canoe. The 
coast was still IxM, and in many parts xocky» 
wiA very deep water. Ridges of hills, ^vith 
intervening valleys and ravines, stretch in the 
ditedton of the peninsula. Vegetation appeared 
everywhere unbounded. A few miles to the 
north of the Straita of Papra, a 8<Mttewhat flat 
table-land, many miles in extent, divides the 
mountamsftDm tiie coast; at this place we again 
landed, at a rocky pointy in the middle of an 
extensive sandy beacb« 
Here, as on the island, granite was alike 

abundant, forming mountain masses and rocky 

eminences : structure very similar to the former ; 

Strata miore indiaed ftoo west to east; red va- 
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mftf of granite lefts frequent; now gray preda< 
. Bunant Hece and there veins o£ aienite / but 
of small extent; alfto email vems of perfaapi 
primitive trap, masses of qi&artas, with schorl and 
tafc imbedded^ 

Fialma here also of spontaneous growth. Elate 
flilmrtini and BoMtaascaudatacf Loweiioweid 

here common. Bambus verticillata, Scaevola lo- 

betiii* a laige» lierbaoeoiui plant, with flediy 

leaves, not milky and singular from the lateral 
fsm of its ^wer ; also Euphorbia^ Melastonia, a 
SyngeiW8ftiDUS, atid a singular Papilionaceous 
plantyoxninonoa thesbc»re; Con?olvuiua pes ca« 
pm, JMnimm, and Juetioia. l%ick, dense fbfeM, 
without any trace ol contiguous cultivation. A 
tally dencler tree, growing to the height of forty 
feet and upwards^ possessing much of the habit 
and genend appearance of a pine, is found lining 
the sea-beach, disposed in a continued Ihie, with 
flie greatest regularity, and nearly at equal in** 
tervals. It here tiirivcs well, and, from its ex- 
treme riQguIarity, gives to the scene the appear- 
ance of a plantation. It affords shelter and 
protection from the sea^air to the other vegetable 
forms. We discovered in this forest a solitary 
bird the genus MotadUa. Tracts of the wild 
elephant were not uncommon^ and the recent 
footsteps of a tiger were imprinted in the sand. 

Borne ittdiTes who> fiom a distanod^ observed ui 
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to Iand» kept hoyering near, but would not oome 

within speaking distance. We now returned 
to t&B sbip, and a strong bieeze springing up^ 
we. were boon carried beyond the Straits of 
P ipra and the island of Junkseylon or Sa^^ 
long. The wind soon increased to a strong 
breeze, which oompdled us io keep some dis- 
tance from the islands. On the 9th and 10th, 
we ob^ivedir(»n tijooe to time the boid tnouu- 
tains of this coast These mountains were still 
distributed into ridges, and still loftier than those 
we had hitherto seen. The bill, or rather niouii- 
tain of Queda, was observed at a very great 
distance* The hill of Penang came next . into 

view ; we slowly approached this island, pleased 
with the great beauty -of its undulating scenery* 
The approach to it, through a narrow channel of 
deep water, is somewhat tedious, and the tides 
are, for the most part, strong. The moon shone 
bright, and our ship was thereby enabled to 
proceed during the night without a pilot. 
. llth, — In the morning of this day we anchore4 
ia the harbour, about 300 yards Sxm the beach* 
.We found here a conbiderable number of ships 
of viurious descriptions and nations: English, 
American, Chinese junks, Siamese and Arab. 
We received a polite invitation irom the go» 
vmor, W. E. PluUips, Esq., to reside with him 
during our stay on the island. We landed 
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the course of the day, aod proceeded to the g(K 
T8fiior*8 country-seat, tbree* or foar mfles from 
tlie town, aod were received in the most hospi- 
table maimet hy him and fais^fiunily. l%e po-^ 
puiatioa of tbis islaod consists chiefly of fo*^ 
leigneiB fiom abxiost all parts of the east 
considerable proportion of the motley group col- 
lected m the beach, oonsdsted of Malabar Mar- 
^ homedans, called Chuliahs, who here, as in their 
own country, were readily to be recognised byr 
tiieir manner, partaking as much of idleness' 
as of expectant curiosity. They seemed indus- 
Irioiia only in prying into the aj^ieanmoer and 
countenances of strangers as they arrive ; an oc- 
cupation wfaidi doubtless they turn to their ad- 
vantage in some way or other. Silly as at iirsl 
sight it seemed to be, it is far more copgenial tor 
the habits of man, than the cold, apathetic air of 
the natives oi Bengal We had not proceeded 
fiur, before a more interesting and more gratifying 
scene was expanded to our observatioa. Industry, 
active, useful, manly, and independent, seemed 
here to hkve found a congenial soil and fostering 
caie« The indolent air of the Asiatic was thrown 

aside. Every arm laboured to produce some use- 
ful object, and every countenance teemmg with 
animation, seemed, as it were, directed to a set 
task. With the air, they had lost even the 
fllnmifir fa*™* of the Asiatic ; and the limbs^ and 
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mulfflillarity, and aymmetry were those of another 
ind moie en ai g e tk. meo* These weate CbuiBie, 
a people highly valuable as settlers, by reasoa 
of tiMir indiislikMia Slid who 

had established on this spot the mechanical arts, 
OH a Mala vhich mig^ even -vie with that oS 
European artists, but which we should look for 
m vain in auy other part of India. It was a 
pleasing and gratifying speetade, so modi are 
we in India aocnstomed to the opposite, to see a 
mnDflVDiis, Tery imiscolar, and apparantly hardy 
lace people, labouring with a degree of energy 
and aeutaneas, which gave to their physioal cha* 
racter a peculiar stamp, and placed them in a 
highly flKvoinaUe iftoint of "vicar, when compaied 

with the habits of the nations around them. Their 
manner of using tb^ instniments» so diiterait 
ftom the pumle style of Indian artists, had m it 
znuch of the dexterity of £urq)eans : while their 
Qondition bespoke them a flourishing and wealthy 
tribe. All the principal shops, all important 
and useful employments, and ahnost all the eam* 
merce of the island, was in their hands. Under the 
patronage of the British Goramment, they soon 
acquire riches ; they meet witli entire protection of 
property and person, and are oh^ished by the go- 
venansnt, whidi, in i^etum, deriyes benefit flom 
their industry, and irom the commercial and pro^ 
ilabb lyeciifartiona in which ihey osnally engage. 
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Tiia i/amu ia tbia out first visits appeardd ta 
\m of fOMiditmbte exUmt, vwry matt deui, md 

laandsome^i and populous to a very unusual de- 
grea^ Huit the wMe of Om ialaiid» lAAxh it 

stated to amount to 80,000, being chi^y qqI^ 

keled logather in tiiia jim^ The style of tboir 

houses is parUcuiw:ly neat, very Hgbt and strik- 
ing* They aie mipond aldoal eidiudval^ of 

wood, and in a great proportion of leaves of the 
{lalm* iM^ ia thoae of the poorer inbabitanta* 
Tbey am raised from the ground from feur to 
six feet or more on pillars, and a ladder leads 
to the ai>artnieiits. The tbaleh ^ made of the 
light leavoa of the palm» and forma an elegaut 
looi, leas aabjeot to ooiiflagraliQii than na diould 
have expected from materials of this sort. Flame 
iiutaiitly exeitea rapid cambmtioiH> but it ia Mid 

to resist fire in the form of spark ; when once on 
fira^ however, there ia 120 subduing the misebiei 
Mr. E. compares this c(»nbustion to that of Slop^i 
wig, which was no socoier lighted than it was 
eonaimied. The huta ave laid out in ?igfat linea, 
and of convenient breadth; the houses are in di£> 
fciest oompmitmeiita, and are tolmtbly unifonn, 
dean, and well-lighted. The parts occupied by 
the Malabar inhabitanta have but Mttle to leeem* 
mend them, either in point of cleanliness or 
ef naaliieaa. Ftoflting by the miUnesa of the 
climate, tiiey look not beyond shelter from the 



Digitized by Google 



tt MISSION TO SIA&I 

elements, and seclusion from the public eye : a 
mean and soidid faoose affiud both to their aalis-^ 

faction. Ornament is never dreamt of, and even 
oomibrt is but little considered Unlike to tliese,. 
the Chinaman aims at neatness and even ele- 
gance in his dwelling, atier having satisfied the 
more inqiortaiit objects of comfort and utility ; , 
h^Qce the latter is rarely to be seen idling or 
sauntering about ibe streets: more mmieroas 
wants, more energetic occupations, more generous 
diet, demand more comstaDt attrition, and tbrir 
gratification encroaches on his leisure hours. The 
Indian rarely passes an European of any rank 
without making an obeisance to him; and is 
in general abundandy submissive. The China- 
man wiD not submit to this distinction, whether 
&om national pride and becoming iudepeudence 
of mind, or iirom assumed insolence* unautho- 
rised, perhaps, in his native country, does not 
appear. However this may be, the latter is cer* 
tainly the most becoming custom. The object of 
the Chinese in banishing themselves thus volun- 
tarily from their native country, is doubtless to 
• gain a more comfortable subsistence, and to ac- 

cumulate money sufficient to maintain themselves 
at home. Yet they do not appear to hoard with 
mean avidity ; they are, on the omtrary , ocnisidered 
as rather an extravagant people, whose principal 

care is to procure good &re» though of a coarse. 
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description^ accordiog to our European ideas. 
All the best meftt and figh, more particularly 
pork aad ducks, the favourite food of the grave 
difldidea of Ccmfiacius, are at this place the portiOQ 
of the Chinese. It is alleged, however, that they 
are at times contented with morsels of less deli** 
cairir; and that the canine tribe safer oocasiooaUy 
from their rapacious disposition, and carnivorous 
appetites. The good oonditioa in wUdi their 
dqgs are usually seen has probably had some 
share in giving ijse to the opnucm of their feed- 
ing on them, for scarcity of food cannot be urged 
in extenuation o£ the practice, if indeed it re^ 
quire extenuation. 

In proceeding to the governor's country-bouse* 
190 were mucii delighted with the great profiwioa 
of vegetable productions that was every where 
cbseirrable. As might be expected, we found hers 
the more common species of Palm, Cocoa and 
Areca» growing in great iuzurianoe. Numeroua 

i^pmes of Convolvuli and Parasitical Plants lined 
the hedges, and covered the extreme branches of 
the trees. The low ground aboumled with her- 
baceous plants, and the whole resembled a beau- 
tiM and picturesque gard^. In the hedges, and 
in the waste lands, swamps and low grounds, 
wUdi form a tolerably broad bdt betweesi Ae 
hills and the sea coast, the botanist £inds a rich 
mi highly interesting harvest The neighbour- 

c 
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ing forests, vallies, ravines, and hills, are still 
BM^ intaiesluig. At eltwy f^p lie mil dui- 
cover new plants ; and in this comparatively 
small isiajad, he will tiad a vari^ oC vif^aUoii 
wdl mfcidsted to deKglit Md to nsMif Bh Ufii^ 
It would seem as if nature had taken a peculiar 
pleasurs in estaWmhtng her mote dcii^Aftd do- 
main in these islands. Nothing can exceed the 
eitfeme hmiriaiioe, Tigour, and ^variety of ths 

vegetable products. The more grand features of 

moimtltint precipioe^ and valkgr, a^ digjpaasad 
with unsparing hand. Reddess Of the comfort, 
and disi:egacdiDg the oonvwieiico of man^ here 
nature has, as it were, placed Im^ ridi gifts be^ 
yond the reach of his modul^iog hand. From 
httriaooe so laTisUy bestoiNd 
tract a scanty subsistence, scarce can he render 
it (Miibservieiit to his wanii cftr bis pleaslirts; and 
he who maintains that this world was made 
akne for man* migjbt» amid inch sosneaft find 
toom to doubt. The mi bom mudl at every 
step occur to his mind; he wiU soon discover 
4hat the tennttta t£ to mudi luxnrflmoe am rs^ 
duced to 4 very scanty number, and these of 
the bywesl ocd»r of aniflnfted cMaftiHes; UMsi 
lizards, reptiles, insects, and a very few pre- 
daoaotts quadiUpeds. The jpoei may ssieol Mch 

scenes for the abodes of bliss, of happiness, and 

of mortal felicity; but the Hhaosophia iiiqpimr 
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wiU look to eouiOnMi of kils flftttmug ai^pdol 
fer lim faTOUrable eicisteilce and develop- 
aieiiti in tbe tcaifld sUto, of (iie oMital &ciUltMi 

We were ik)w at itt)e]ty to employ olir tito« 
agiMdBljr M IMT flMpwtittf inAinlidln. ThB 
surrounding hreais ami hills afforded endleSd 
mjofmmsi to Ifalm attained to «lural hiatory^ 

They therefore claimed no ordinary share of my 
legud. {^wy day oontiiAilBd to add aouelbiDg 
to iiy Utde stock ; while mA is the salubrity af 
the climate^ that no diafiger seedaed to be a^ft^ 
ikittmi ftaHi the itMlH fae aiid eonUaUai «poaii» 
evtn to tbe heat of a meridiau sua, under cii> 
Gumatances of iiligusi etklluitiQn> aad tibe grea^ 
est exertion ; cind to pen^trat^ to any distance 
into tl» WQbdi, t3lr to aiMd <lie atctfp and 
Bide^ of the hills, nfecessarily exposes one to such 
4«iiiriitBon& Coiaparai ivith tlie bdtahioal ob<* 
jeci^i the zoological are but scanty. Yet in this 
defartmottt wm were abie to efiect tbe coaunonce- 
mem of-oi <soBadtioii« Hie moal aingular aaknal 
we as yet procured was the Galeopithecus varie- 
gattto»«nkiuiiialikilretiBd with the aoAest fur; ftir* 
nished with a broad expansion of the skin» ex- 
teixling finm thi Inlui aiai^ the iw^ 
feet,which are palmated; from thence to the hind- 

ihK) pahnated, and fraH this to the exlre* 

cs 
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mity of the tail. By meaas of this . membrane 
it is able, for a short distance; to support itself , ia 
the air. In the night-time it is active and . lively ; 
in the dpy» dull, lazy, sleepy, and amioyed at 
being disturbed. It has two pectoral mammae. 
Those of th^ female are of . omsiderahle size. 
Hie voice is harsh, sharp, screaming, and disa- 
greeable. It ieeds on fruit, and would seem to 
De easily domesticated. . . 

In some points this singular animal has a 
strong affinity to the graus Lemur ; but its don- 
gated head^ and comparatively small eyes, and 
more especially the want of indsorial teelih in 
the upper jaw, shew that it has been witli pro- 
priety removed to a di&rent genus. 
' We procured also, during the first few days of 
our stay, a species of Felis, said to be common 
in the woods. It has much the appearance of a 
species of Viverra. The body is very long, 
though in other respects it is neady of the size 
of a cat. It is remarkably fierce, and flies at 
every thing that approadies ; body blade, with 
gray stripes, tail very long, breast whitish. 

A handsome species of Sciurus* The head 
large and globular; body and tail dark gray; 
belly brown ; top d the tail brown. . 

A species of Vespertilio. 

The number of birds that we saw was in- 
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coDsidenMe. The principal aie the Boceros, 
Pelican, (in Mr. Pbilips's giounds sev6|:ai are 
domefllicaited,) several speetes of Alcedo, a sop 
Ktary Adjutant, a fisliing Vulture, five species of 
Cerdiia, and seYeral other Passeiea ; of Corrai 
two species ; Fulica ; and Columba two species* 
To cbscribe or to enumerate the numercw 
vegetable productions which are to be found in 
this island, is but little ceaqmtibie with the plan 
of a journal sudi as this. For an aoopunt of 
what has been dcme in this way, I refer to 
Ae catalogues, descriptidns, and'<bawings. Se- 
veral circumstances have conspired to render 
these less 'extensive and less oomplete than was 

desirable. The mechanical labour and personal 
* fiitigue, incurred in ooUecting materials, were 
necessarily very great ; that of preserving them 
afterwards considerable; and the aid to be 
derived firam persc»is of the labouring classes 
was not always at my disposal. Neither was 
the ptesi&A season the most &vourahle for bo* 
tanical pursuits. The brumal distance of the 
sun is felt, even in the intertropical iegt(xis. 

In these islands more particularly, this distance 
is rendered sensible, by unusual vicissitudes in 
the atmosphere, not mly in point temperature, 
but as regards the state of the wmds> . their ca- 
pacity for retaining or depositing moisture; the 
greater prevalence ot electric phenomena ; the 
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remarkable variations in tbe appearance of the 
douidft. Rams si this tiins are prevaleoL W>- 
wards eyeniag the clouds^ accumulate in thick 
niaBSeg, the wiadieftwibtowmg with tat^ 

fury, and tho face of day is darkened ; the effect 

of these cii€umgiaiioe& oa tbe vegetable world i» 
r&ry sensible, and yet the thennometer at this pe- 
nod of the year rarely descends under 7QP near to 
file equator. But efm this lodieates a dsgrae 
of cold, which in these climate* acts mor§ sen- 
sihly on the human body than would be eaafly 
credited by an inhabitant oi" a cold region. 
The eSdd is, doublfess, the moie poweifiil fiom 
the of universal moisture in the air, 

amounting very commonly to saturaiicm, A de- 
gree cf brumal inflnenee is theraftwe extended 
to the vegetable world; the greater number of 
plants have oeased to flower ; many trees east a 
large proporticm of their leaves, and have a de- 
grse of nakedness not oonunon to them at other 
times. TTiis influence is still more sensibly felt 
on ^etatim at various elevations i^xive the 
eea. On the hiBs it is most observable in ar- 
bcffeseent botany. On the hif^mt, very few 
plants, and those ohiefiy heibaosouB, are new to 
be found in ilower. In tlie plains, however, and 
in the sheltered acdivities of mountiuns, this 
circumstance is less observable. Besides, with 
a oonsidenihle numb^of the j^ants which gsow 
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in such places, the present is the proper and 

Bel inoratidmble ti wA^ m urn to be fend 

ifi Mower^ of in fruity at oiX aaasons of the year« 

llie eitiliiA» rftha lawnlifcin ridgea in i^eaaag 
is not aa great as to produce a very marked 
(KAmbm ia ib» gaographia dkttribatiQn of il« 

vegetable productioiis. THie highest point of 
bold k that m nhudi tba flag^itoff i« placed; 

and this, by barometric measurement, gives an 

akitnda of two timisaod two buodrad and twauly* 
three feet, aboye the govemor'g house, which 

ma; be mkmmi abeul tweatQr4Ye ieet 
tbatofeteftheaeii; «> that «ho greatMt ahitiidii 
idU be two thaumad two hundred wod &)rty« 
afghlfeaL Wilhm tlua apaoiw boivi^^ 

experieip^ botanist, will detect a sensible di&* 

ftrawa a thedM^liibytifliiof ihe TOgetaUe fonaa. 

In the low grounds which extend from the sea 
oaaaL to tha haie the hilbu &ir sob^ 
diftuice up their flanks, be will recognise the 
tuipuied region of the fdixm% wd of the greater 
wmher the Scitaadnaa. vying tbe §aam 
ui.uuiit^, whU»t tlw evm excal Unom id tbe 
bj^a^jF of tbawr jjwj^WiJi appeaiP^ao^* 

Of the iatertropioal plants, the moat superficial 

fkmrrm ynSlh§M reawtod^ that a (ooirtdeiabla 

proportion are influenced scarcely less in their 
aaaonshiaal diatobutioa bir ifm^tiiHinai than 
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by latitndhial positioa ; and, if we divide the 

globe into hemispheres, we shall hud that the 
plants of an east^ differ firom those of a west- 
ern hemispliere scarcely less than those of the 
nortiiem £rom the southern* We may thus ob- 
serve a ccHistant tendency to confine plants to a 
particular spot» to isolate, and to increase their 
number ; and that though, like man, some are 
capable of existing in a great variety of climates, 
yet .tbat these are to be considered as ezceptious 
to a great and general rule. Within the tropics 
ibis limited distributionof plants is more remade* 
able than in the other zones. It is especially ob- 
servable in the distributim ci PahnS, Scitaminett^ 

and the more A'aluable spices and aromatics. Heat 

alone is not sufficient for their production, or we 
should find them more general tiifoughout the 
tcmd 3X3m, while, in fact, they are re^ctively 
oonfined to very narrow limits. Within the tro- 
pics, from the equator to nearly 20° N., and an 
the level of the ocean, or but slightly devaied 
above it, we distinguish a belt, within which are 
CQQtained almost all the Pahns with Whidi we 
are acquainted. They constitute the most re- 
markable vegetable production within this space. 
As to distribution, we notice various poii^ at 
which, without apparent alteraticm of t^pera^ 
ture, they are respectively limited. 
Of the Cocoa-nut we may remark^ that i( 
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grows with the greatest luxuriaiice aiui per#' 
fBOtkm in the Maldire and Laccadine Iflhads, 
en tiie south and west coasts of Ceylon, on the 
coasts of Malabar and Coratnandd, and west 
fiff as'Bcmibay. At Fenang this Palm is evi- 
d^Mj less {Hoductiye, and thmfore less ex* 
tensively cultivated. It is replaced by the Areca 
catedni; by Nipa frnlicans» Cycas ciidnalia» 
and a few others. The Sea Cocoa-nut, as it is 
called, is still more limited in its distribution ; 
and tiie Bonuurus goonitus is almost equally so. 
Here, too, it is rare to see a single specimen of 
the Borassus flabellifoiniis, a palm 
other parts of India. Peculiarity of soil does 
nol appear to be ^ sob cause of tte occurrence 

ol some, or df the want of other species of the 
Pahn tree. Hie soil of P^ang and of the op<r 
posite coast is of various descriptions and quali- 
tiesy and probably suited to the production 
of tfie lidide tribe, being in some parts sandy, 
hard and poor ; in others, of a stiff, iron-coloured 
day ; in ollieis, soft and spongy, constituting ez- 
tensive morasses; in others, thidc, black, and 
rich, ^'^ft"^«™»g a large pcoportion of vegetable 

mailer. 

It has been remarked, that the mountain 

ranges are but of moderate altitude, and that, 
tfaoefor^ we must not look £br very great or . 
striking differences in the distribution of vege* 
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table fonns, as connected with this circumstance, 

vigour, to within two or three hundred feet of 
Ibo iufi(tfmt of tha ksftieAt pmka; and it loay b» 
dbieffedy thai the fmitt generally abauadl ia 
wood of uRoommon altitude* At the clevatiaa 
•f BMiif 090 tfaomtwl foat, a QQiisidwi]»b am^ 
ber of dimiautive^ but elegant herb^oua pbui^ 
anre to be Ibwod, wlucii do not ofionr tt a Imm 

elevation, and we meet with several species of 
BarniinttidaaBidaitiiatkai Tbe |pgutia Chpa^siM: 
of the pfaiiqa here eeaae to grow : Parasites, SpU 
dendra, and Contof^ ineaeaaammuKyatf » Witbut 
m 1m Irandfed ftMft ef the sunnnit ive find an a^ 
bcurescent Fern of great magiutude, and a ^loaaa 
Ymt ia |akt to occupy a aknilaf raiifa oa 
a contlguDua hUJL On tbe summit of th^ £WQ 

UgMt peaka^ aihoaaaQaiik Tegetatioii it o?i^ 

dently stunted, and the trees are of shrubby 
finwas, yal |iioduck4oaa gS ibe ]plmM will* 
ham thriye, with Ae aanstance of cultivation* 
We iomd Oanna indicii, Ciwka» Mttssapda ifon-- 
doaa, and vaiiana ofher planta giowiag aramcl 
the B^igalows built upo^ tha ^y rf\ TOt^ of tbet 
principal peak. This elevation must oertainljr; 
afford a fine prospect from its sumuxit, but we 

wam iHife>rtimato in the aMe of tbe ^tfw »> 

the time of our visit, I am nut coabied to sp^. 
duly in ita iavour. 
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Thft agrioukuial pcodum of thia island k ]M)t 
inconsiderable; and although mudi oare ia aA 
IImi pK^eaeut tUM bestowed ia obariDg ttie biUs|« 
ferttepufpaM of intandaeiBg the oukiwIiQn of 
CoBBd^, SpioeSi irc^ the success q£ the expeii« 
muA mini as yet b» left iur the ittoeHnjnmwt 
of futurity. The labour aud expense of deling 
(teep bilk of wubemnl ivoodi moA neoawurily 
be very great; and where arborescent vegetaticMi 
•xbta ia sudi vigour, it wiU always be a niattet 

of much difficulty to prevent the ground becoming 
again impidly eovered with forest. It is to be 
feared, too, that the sloping sldea of granitic 
bilk will not long oontinue £avour»ble to tha 
growA of {danlB reqairing a peculiar sdl, and 
modiiied by tlie care bestowed upon them by 
man. It is known that the nm^ vahiable prodiio- 
tions of the botanical world require the riohest 
soil, and most aasidaaus and unreimtted care on 

the part of the cultivator. They have, in fact, 

beoome^ ia a great measure, tbe work of his own 
hand ; in their perfeet ocMidition frtquentiy Inca- 
pable of inaiatainiji^g their eiuatence independent 
ef liie mf^ When abandoned, they seen feveit 

to their original meagre condition, with difficulty 
te be identified with the eheriehed preduct of 
cultivation, whilst of some plants, as of tlie more 
vilntldn of the Cemdia, we look in Tain for the 

parrat stodi. Hence it is, that disregarding or 
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forgetting this ^t, we are apt to ooosider the 
■oil as excdlent which supports that astonishing 
quantity, of vegetati<Mi we observe tliroughout 
these islands. To enumerate the usefiil and <»• ^ 
nous plants this island produces, either sponta- 
neously or by culture, is a task too extensive. 
Pepper is the principal article. It is produced 
principally on the southern parts of the island, on 
the slopes of low hills, and on the narrow level 
belt which intervenes between them and the 
sesrshore* The cultivation is almost ezdnsively 
in the hands of the Chinese, who conduct it 
with a degree of art and neatness, unknown in 
any other part of the East. For an acxiount of ^ 
the cultivation of pepper, see Marsden's Hidarjf 
of Sumatra. The plants are supported on the 
stems of the £rythj:ina indica, and occasionally ' 
pa those of the Morinda citrifolia, which aie 
planted with them for this purpose. The Nut- ^ 
meg may be considered as the next in im« ^ 
portance of the agricultural products. Its cul- ) 
tivation is, cm the whde, attended with con- 
siderable success ; the trees are large, vigorous, ^ 
and produce a great quantity of fruit, yet it has ^ 
required upwards of twenty years to give earnest ^ 
of success ; and it is stated, that as y^ no ex- 
portatioD of this article has taken place. The i 
number of trees, at present on the island, is rated ^ 
nt one hundred and fifty thousa^id, of which one* \ 
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fldid onlj aie in a condition to bear fhiit Mr. 

Brown states the produce of a single tree at one 
tlMNisand nuts annually, and this number is aft 
present scjld in the market for five Spanish dol- 
lars, and the mace, whidi amounts to about ens'* 
fimrtii of the weight of tie nuts, is sold for some- 
thing more than the above-mentioned sum. The 
ftrstfiniit is reaped after the seventh year. 

The Clove is also cultivated with success. 
Some trees wfaidi I have seen growing at the 
base of the hiUs, and on the skirts of the forest, 
where ihey were planted under the shade of 
other trees, seemed to flourish with great vigour. 

Mr. Brown states the produce of a sin^ Cof- 
fee plant at four pounds. 

We were too late to enjoy the Mangosteen 
in its greatest perfection, yet from the few whidi 
were still to be procured, we considered it well 
entitled to the encomium so often bestowed upon 
it by travellers. 

I piooeed to mention the more general plants 
used in the domestic economy of the natives. 

Pandanus faevis — the leaves affi>rd a strong 

cordage, u^ed for making nets and other purposes. 

A species of Urtica is cultivated for a similar 
purpose^ 

- Erythrina indica, 1 supporters to the pepper 
IteuwlacitriJQlia, J plant 
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Nipa fhiticans-^tbe leaves aie iiied univel^* 
ildly fbrlhatetiit^. 

. Calamus— various species, applied to mUecot 
iMfia purpdM tn ibm Utmif Had iOLpcftled ti 

cipal varieties; a. long, conical sort, o£ a red 
colour, with auaaerous sproute kom tbd bMe. 

With €kgMt» y^tkgat«d Imvm; the <fVmi 
leaves aod sprouts at the base of the iruit aiso 

c« Commou species* 

Tim FioMpide thtivei htm wkh iuwiiiil htK« 

uriance; soDie that v^ere shewn to us weighed 
fiom fi>ur to six pounds.. Tbey mn^ be hid £dr 
a mere trifle in the markets* 

Miisa paradisiacal or piaotaui^ These are ftled 
produced in great ribundhnee and forjr eheapi 

Dec^mb^r 25^ — Visited QuaUa Muda, oa the 
opposite shore of Queda. Hie edUaftry bm, 
to the distance of seven or eight uules i\om 
the sea, is lowi flat, and sWaapy, odmiBd fiur 

the most part witii almost impenetrable jungle, 
the seoure baamt of tigers, leopards^ xhinoee- 
ram, and occasionally of depbantoi iia vast 
swamps being uniavourabie to the latter* The 
soil oonsiits of a alifi» blue day ; on bMch, 
here and there, disposed in beds» very plastic. 
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parts the soil consists of a tough, black, Boft «uid 

aj^Qogy mould, Itppafidiitly yerjr doidy aUuqd to 
pM4BKm» Where this tsoil exists, the ground 
is always boggy; Uie moss is bouod iogetfaar 
Iqr tough Tej^etabfe fi)lw$ tiMl 
asmames a black ocslour^ of a bitter and peculiar 
laale> aod « trtrong, diangmabb cdour* Tha 
appearance is quite peculiar. I have not» in 
fadiai SMI any ttung Mtanbiuig* peal*Bioss so 
closely as this soil does *. It is apparently in 
progress to tha loniHtiM l)£ Ibat sabstanffa* 
Daring our excursion we passed some rich fields 
c£ rice. The ground was so soft, that we mak 
to the knee at every step. We had not pro- 
ceeded far, before we came upon a bullock tiiat 
had just been killed by a tiger, in all probability 
of uncommon size, the impression of his paw 
brag equal in breadth to twioe that of a man's 

hand. The bullock, a line, large, and fat animal, 
had been killed by a bk)w on the neck, by which 
the vertebree appeared to have been dislocated 
or brc&en, while the superficial veins were torn 
opm by the tiger's daws. A small part ci the 
rump only had been eaten. In the following 
mj^t the tiger returned, and carried off the car- 
cass to the distance ot about one hundred yards. 

* Dr. Francis HamQtoti hm noticed wfcral iostanfiM of wImiI 

may be ciiUed p<;at rurmatiuub.^jBticA. MS,] 



Digitized by Google 



MISSION TO SUM 



The plants m this coast dii^ oooaiderably 
hem those of Penang. They alao eidiibit ooi* 
siderably less variety. The Argus pheasant 
IS OOOHDOtl. and a very oonsiderable .variety of 
gaiiiQ^ceous birds is carried from henoe to Pe- 
mwig , The Uadc leoDanL and a soecies of wild 
goat, probably an antelope, are also found. The 
lesouroes of the mountains and inland parts aie 

almost entirely unknown, although, perhaps, 

there exists no better held in the world for the 
naturalist than is affisided by this: peninsula* 
throii^hout the whole of its ejOent. 
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CHAPTER IL 

iiBAmPRmcB opJWalbs* l8LANo.^Luimroirs Appear ancb 

op 'iiiL SiiA.— PuLo Din DING. — Malacca. — DLSf^RTr.B Ap- 

PKARANCB. — SlAVKS. — LiTTLEOaRIMON. — ISLA'NDS.-— V'kgPx- 
TABLE PhRNOMRNON. — ^SlNGAPOAB.— MiUU^lSSS AMD Sa1«U* 
JtftiTY OF THB ClIMATB. 

Januaty Ist, 1822. — Visited mount Palmer, oti 
the south coast of the island. The scenery in the 
pass leading to it is beautiiul, the finest in the is- 
land. The whole tract abounds with a great va« 
riety of plants. A road, practicable for horses, 
has beenmade across this pass ; and on the south 
coast, a tank has been constructed for the purpose 
of affi)rding water for ships that do not choose to 
enter the harbour. 

4. We returned on board the vessel, carrying 
irilh-us two boxes of nutmeg plants for the King 
of Siam. 

fi. — ^Sailed out by the south passage; for seve- 
ral days following we were for the most part 
becalmed within sight of land; the great dbiain 

of mountains still appearing bold, and many of 
the peaks of considerable elevation. 

Nothing is more singular in these seas than 
their phosphorescent appearance by night, the 
ocean shewing like a vast lake of liquid fire, 
melted sulphur, or phosphorus. In many of the 
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baysi sudi as the harbour at Prince of Wales' 
Island, the bodies which emit this singular 
hght exist in such ya^ quality « that a boat may 
readily be distinguished at the distance of seve- 
ral miles by the brilliant lightt r^,sembling that 
of a toidi, piooeeding from the water agitated by 
her bow and oars. We have seen the sea r^- 
dered of a green colour and slimy appearanee, 
by day, ap that it might hav^ beep takeo^ for 
the green Yegptable matter oofmrnon on staj^^ 
pools. We have takea up a quantity qi this 
greea-cdourad water, and hy k^ing it till 

night, have ascertained that the greeu colour by 

iji^y, and the phospborescept ^ippeftCMc^by fiigl^ 
were occasioned by the same substance. 

The Qsm^ of ii^ luminotis g^ppearaBoe e| t)i^ 
sea are doubdess various in different parts of the 
ocean. We Imow that fish^ whw dead, a^rd 
shnilar light, and experiments have shew^ ih»i 
dead fish immersed in sea water, after a tiipe, 
jford it alsa The spawn of ^hw |« snid Iq af- 
ford it, add putrefaction is considered as ^ v^ry 
oammon cMSie of this appwrance« In tbe iwe- 

sent instance it appeared uneqipvpCfdly to pro^ 
ceed from innumerable small grawlar gdatipwi 
bodies, about the size of a pin's head. Tdese 
when tftken upon the hand n^ved ahoiM^ witii 
great agility fop a second or two, when they 

oe^ised to be luminop aiC remain^ imay>?eah(e* 
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a beautiful granitic island, like those we ha4 

IttthtttD mm^ 6ov«re4 witb silw^^t 

taUe woocby firom the margin of the aea to ita 
fUBunita. Its altitude ma^y be tWQ oc tbroe lum^ 
4ml feet Ita Te^alatioii iii Imuriant and varied. 
The soil is dMie» Uadi, and appar«3tly veiy 
fioh, held la by the density of the woods ; 
the iiroparUQii of vegetable xuoukl is uocom*' 
mBxHy great Two apedea af Fafan grar luW" 
riantly in Ae ravines ; au4 in moist places a spa-* 
«iaa €i QAomu inik haw about tium feet 
long, covers considerable tracts. The hiila are 
taQ staep «v«^ to affiiid a {uoapectaf &wuraU# 

cultivation, even for such plants as Coffee. The 

aiiaoreaeaat vegetatioa ia of Biuch leas altitudi 
than that of Prince of Wales*s Island. There i»» 

hoawmr, no want of irrigatioiL Several small 
ihpulets were visiUe^ but similar to maay parti 
^ tl)e Queda shoi^ the water hene was rendered 
of a Uaddib edoui by the peeidiar soil thnugii 
which it percolates. It resembles the water in 
;iita hota wUoh peat-moas has been taken^ dia 
taste is bitter and disagreeable. 

At about half a Boile dietanl north frem an eld 
ajod ruined fort, once occupied by the Dutch, we 
Cmndan Bpidendnim of gigantio aiae, the nmt 

elegant plant perhaps of the numoious ti ibe to 

wUoli it belooga* -NothiDg in the vegalaUa 

D a 
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world could exceed in beauty the appearance of 

this stately plant as it stood erect on the stem of 
an aged tree, sunouoded by its flowing leaves, 
rather resembling the frond of a palm than the 
leaf of aa herbaceous plant. Hie flowering 
spike alone exceeded six feet in length, con- 
tained nearly one hundred flowers, and was now 
in fuU blossom. The floweris exhaled a most 
grateful but mild odour; they were about two 
indies and ahalf across, and upwards of four, in- 
cluding the ioot'Stalk, in length. 

It is only on the sea-coast that we have an op- 
portunity of viewing the materials which consti- 
tute the mass of this island, every other part 
being covered with soil. We here see nothing 
but granite* This granite, however, as will be 
seen by the specimens, is of difl^ent structure 
from that of Prince of Wales' Island, and the 
other varieties we had observed. In many 
masses it is almost a pure feldspar, finely crystal- 
lized and excessively hard. In other parts we find 
narrow veins of gneiss traversing masses of the 
granite ; and in other parts the granite assumes 
a porphyritic [appearance, containing, imbedded, 
numerous small nodules of gneiss, 

la this vicinity, the great continental chain of 
mountains gradually diminishes in altitude, oc- 
cfittionally offering considerable interstitial dis- 
tance betweea their summits, which now become 
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more rounded as well as of lower elevation, 
whilst the whde dbain brads more towaids^the 

south-east^ leaving an extensive flat land between 

its base and the sea. This flat tract, however^is 
yet somewhat elevated above the sea, and at se- 
vend points, particularly on its oceanic border* 
as at Parcelar Hill and Rachado Point, rises into 
fiditary, isolated hills, of a conical shape, rounded 
at top^ but of inconsiderable height The .gene* 
ral features of the country had now altered coa- 
sideiably ; the hilly eminences are probably con- 
fiitxtuted of sandstone ur clay slate. The country 
is everywhere covered with wood to the water's 
edge. 

14lA. — ^Arrived at Malacca. 

On examination, we found the small hills 
about this place, and the substratum of soil gene* 
rally, to consist of a compact, nodular iron-shot 
day, used commonly in building. In its. geologic 
lorality it is soft and easily cut into obhmg masses 
like large bricks, which become very hard by 
exposure to the air. The dd and now ruined 
fort, the Portuguese church, &c., are built of. this 
matiyial. It is very heavy, and appears to coa- 
tain a large proportion of iron. This substance 
is oGomusi in Ceylon, and on the Malabar coast, 

it is used for building and for making roads. It 

is there known by the name of kabouc. No 

other mineral was here observable. In Ceylon 
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it is found towards the base of the mountains, in 
ttte Ticinity of granite nxIcB. 

At Malacca, the country is for the most pMt 
low» ite smaUhilis of iron-shot day b^g s^anoe 
an exception to this appearance. About a mile 
inlaiKi it is sWampy and ooT^red wiUi wedd. 
t*he soil is a thick and stiff clay, apparently yery 
&YOuraUfi fiur the cultivation of tice. TbstB ap- 

'pears to be no want of water; yet with these 

advantages, the place does not raise tioe for its 
own consumption. The Dutch, who largely ex- 
]patiate on the capadtty of the country, attribute 
thte circumstance to the faidotent habits cf tfie 
Malayan race, who for the most part are cultiva* 
tors of the soil on the shd^^s of this peninsula. 
The cause more probably arises from the want 
of due encouragement to agriculture ; item mii* 
management; from unfavourable terms in the 
tenure of land ; and in part perhaps Itotntfae ex* 
istence of slavery amongst the Dutch. Wherever 
this, the true canse, e^tistd, it operates fiMlcibly to 
clicck tliG cultivation of the more valuable of the 
products of human industry, under citcumstances 
"highly favourable tc its deveIoi)meiit. IH vege- 
table products of less value, but Uiat are reared 
wiA little labour or care,— as fruit, the place 
abounds. The Mangosteen is here found in the 
greatest perfection, a most delicious firuil, ahd 
justly the boast of the east. The Plantain, the 

t 
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DufkQ, ^ ClMtn{)add., the Jack, &c,, constitute 
A laqpd proportion of \hB food <tf both naiiTes 

te tM dufiate, posaes&itig similar tastes^ and ia 

habitants. But fruit, however delicious or abun- 
lluili itim k conBatUtM tbe ibod i)f a pcopk, 
must be considered as afibrding at the best but 
it WMited (Mibiiitidtm, itifbtito to tti(ft W<MI 
tbe Gerealia. {("or th6 existence of an abua- 
liitt ii4^y ^ Mdialteilt &h upen doastili^ 

the inhabitants are still more indebted, than far 
the j^coAide fhiit^iees. 

On entering thisplace^ We were forcibly struck 
Wttltecoi^nist which it a&rded^ in point of 
comM^ial impbriatioe, witii tibd Vety beiautiful 
and interesting settlement at Prince of Wales's 
IflbkM. ttefe fiVd dr sti t^siieis at tbe utmost; 
lay scattered and straggling in an extensive bay* 
TMM himdrddft df ships of all desoiptiOns, 
Ks9es, and nations, were seen crowded together, 
tte Mre iildicalioh of ittaiiitiaid prosperity. lA 
Malacca, every third house Was shut up and ap- 
poMd to beiEibindoHed. I^e stlfoels wetb soli- - 
tafy and deserted. A lonely iiihabitant saunter- 
ing iH Hitl "ve^Ai^, ox idly lolling or smoking at 
his door, only served to render the scene more 

dtetty , tad, and mdancfaoly • Even the Chinese* 

of whom, however, but few now remain, seemed 
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to have forsal^eu their habits of industry, and af- 
forded the dispoidant spectacle of reluetant idle-' 
ness. In Penang all was activity, and bustle, and 
zeal. The population of the two fdaces wtU net 

bear a comparison. Yet Malacca possesses many 

advantageB over the other settlement. In tern- ' 

torial exteril, it is unrestricted. The climate is ' 
mild, equable, salubrious, and agreeable. Nu* 
mmrous tribes of Malays sunound the'settleiiiOTt 
in every ,directiou, who it is to be supposed ought, 
if encouraged by proper managem^t, be gradu- 
ally brought to enter upon commercial specula* 
lions, and to increase agricultural produce, to the 
mutual advantage of both parties. The Dutch, 
^however, it is to be feared,^ have still to learn how 
to reconcile the native powers to their system of 
government, A d^ee of suspicion and distrust 
is but too obvious in the intercourse they enter- 
tain with each other. 

Here we had but little opportunity of observ- 
ing the mode of living and manners of the Dutdi 
people* In Malacca, as at the Cape, almost 
all private families take lodgers into their houses. 
We, during our short stay, resided at a bouse in- 
termediate between an inn and a private house. 
We here saw but little of that neatness and 
cleanliness said to be inherent in Dutch people. 
A room, intended for dining in, and so forth, is 
kept in tolerable order. The bed-rooms are 
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wretched, small, cliity, and iU-aired. The peo. 
I^e generally appear to be very poor» Their 

mode of life mean ; their food coarse and indif- 
fereat» except fish, which is excellent. Every 
neceflfiary of life is extr^ely dear. A fowl costs 
about haU-a-crown, and other articles are in pro- 
portion. 

Every family possesses a large number of 
daves; who are mostly employed in domestic af- 
iadxs. There were upwards of thirty of different 
ages and sexes belonging to the family in which 
we resided. Their condition did not on the whole 
appear to be one of pecoliar haidship They, 
however, may be considered a wretched, race, an 
ifpearance they derive chiefly from the want of 
clothing, and the existence of other marks of 
their mean and abject condition. Of the domes- 
tic slaves, however, some are decently and even 
richly clad. Their owners^ in such cases^ take a 
pride in dressing them even in costly ornaments^ 
as of gold, silk, ^c. A considerable portion of 
their property is often laid out in this way, and 
the slaves themselves are said to lay out their 
small gains, if such &11 to their lot, in the pur- 
chase of such articles. 

During our short stay at this place, we pro- 
cured a considerable number of birds. They 
were chiefly brought for sale by the Malay in- 
habitants. 
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Latided oa the island of Little Cariimm. We 
had heif6 tattlier proof tbe ftftiMydn df 
structure which tlie country had Undergone. la 
Ibis tidnityi tile MtatiA faeoettm el0Mliely m- 
merous, forming perhaps the most beautiful, as 
ihey do ttfeost ektekisiv^, AtdiipelagD in tivb 
world. Of these innumerable islands, many, 
Uke that mukl: eoQsid^Blion, iu» a biUjr na- 
ture, but differ from those of priifiitive countries, 
by esLfaibiting rather a moderate ^evatioi^ 
hiiinded til top, Und fei* the inodt piui Slewing 
gradually towards their base^ 

Diese ^nitn^ufl ifilidids aM M tHriMIs f& ^ 
fbhH, as in extent and elevation. Some ^ 
simple maitess of b(M UDdkv teafoely ii^|[)6ari&g 
above water ; ethers extend several miles m 
tength andbteaddi, oAett foUtiihg stfe b&ys and 
extensive inlets. Sottie ate flat throughout theit 
Whde eadent, others Cohsist of billy mAdMi 
only ; of all it may be temarked, that wherever 
any doii ezistil, however scanty ot bowe¥^ poUatp 

and sometimes even where no ^xnl is observable, 

they are not ibuud, as might be expected, do- 
Vet^ With a sbahty, ^uAted, a^ iffl|3(c)V^iished 
Yegetati(»i ; but everywhere planted with forests 
of ttA loMest tr6^,forttita in appMtluioe sisaice 
less ancient than the mgged soii on which they 
Stand llie spectacle universally aftntled ainoiig 
these iiaiands, is in such respects equally beau^ 
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tUuU interesting, and curicm The singular 

least remarkable feature in the varied j^enomeM 
llf«|ilayed by the tegMabte tsmUAaa, I allude 
mdiB particularly in the pres^ttt instance to a 
rtma^kable and wry dbnm «gBpoeilic^ fai lha 

toots and loWer part of the stem of the larger 

inee, to foifm wi&gdd appttdagtia taf gfaaimag*' 

iiitudc. Those tabular compressed appendages 

alfa graeraUy three four in Humbert They 
obviously serve as supports to the weighty itt*- 
cumbent mass of stem and leaves ; thus compel^ 
Mting for tiia imm af depA of kA« a fcw ii^ 
iaio whidi the roots can p^setrate, beiot^ the^ 
tta dbstiiided by tte Atfftoa Df todc, tbay aia 

thus ibrced to extend horizontally. A tree of this 

ieaBriptioii, Mn up by ita roats^ aflbida a aia^ 

gular spectacle, and one in which the economy 
tf ?agetabie life ia peculialrly rena^iicabk iaiUK 

much as this economy is obviously exerted iA 

avittaoaaiag the diflSouItteB whieh op|^ its da- 

velopmcnt. Every crevice in the rocky base^ 

av^ chiak, hae beeti oceapied by the nxH ; a 

thiii, but hardy het work extetids al^ii^ the 
giound* to a distatloe often equal td the iioble 
aHHida of flfe tree ils^. Hdh wmg«d ap* 
pendages to the tree, or its supp<Ktii^ walls, as 
they may justly be termed^ partake more cf die 
liature of root than of trunk, though altogether 



44 MISSION TO SIAM , 

out oi the earth. They possess generally a 
smooth, softish, - and very thin cutide, gjteea 
underneath, abounding in the vegetable juices 
of the tree, and are remarkably bard* They 
sometimes extend horizontally, in a straight, 
but mcnre oommonly m a cunred, direction, fifteen 
or twenty feet, tiieir edges being six, eight, or 
BiDre feet above the ground, gradually decreasing 

from the stem to the - eartli. In some instances 
they are formed into walls, resembling ibrtihca- 
tions. Of this sort we saw a very fine specimen 
on this island. 

We had now piissed firom* granite mountains 
to rocks of the secondary formation, detecting 
but few of the connecting media whidi usuaUy 
accompany these ibrmations, and give indica- 
tions of the proximity of either the one series 
or the other. At Malacca we observed exten- 
sive beds of iron-shot day. Here we discovered 
the masses which compose these islands to be 
fbcmed of a series of rod^s of a different de* 
script ion. Though at first sight they seemed 
to be of very various structure, a ixme dose in« 
speclion shewed thm to consist- of two principal 
varieties, intimately associated, and oli^en pass- 
ing into eadi other. - Of these the principal rock 
was a horn^stone or flinty slate, disposed in ' 
large masses or thick beds, of which perpm* 
dicular sectionsi twenty teet or more in depth* 
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are occasionally exposed to view. The tabular 

masses are of great thickness, so as to render 
the stratification somewhat indistinct. They 
form an angle of nearly 4(P with the horizon, 
and dip towaids the east. The rock is. ex- 
tremely indurated, for the most part of a dark ' 
led colour, especially externally. It yields with 
the greatest difficulty to the hammer, but its 
edges are as brittle almost as glass,, and fly 
inlo numerous minute splmters with sharp , edges 
—fracture distinctly conchoidal, dull, and rather 
earthy. In many parts« it bears a near, re- 
semblance, to flinty and readily emits fire when 
the hammer is applied to it. It is very uni- 
form in its structure, presents no traces of im- 
bedded minerals, or of organic remains. Isvery 

extensive. 

> The next rock is a porphyritic hom-stone, and 
splintery horn-stone. The most common sub- 
stance imbedded in the former of these, is a 
white or grayish, or greenish granular Ume- 
stone. It also contains rounded masses of flinty 
date. On the surface it is oftra cellular, the 
limestone in its decomposition having dropped, 
cc been washed out. The masses of limestone 
vary in dimensions from an iucli to several feet 
square. 

January 20th, — Arrived at the new settlement 

of Singapore. The selection of this island, for 
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lim purpoee of a emmerdul settlemei^^, biMl 

been exUemel; liappy. It; isi pi^^ced the 4iT 

faot route fm J^eogia tem%td^ mi Urn 

numerous islands in the easterq ji^t pf tjie 

to become tb^ cesptr^ of the trader Qftffi^d oft io 
the QhiBR Seas and ^igtfhaiiriiw oountiiaA. tlMi 
kingdoms of Cochin China, Slam, ^-i^., m well 
iMt of that of the Malajmn PrainauU» and tbfi 

western parts of India. It affords a safe and 

ooamiifiut aachoi^aga at aU seasons of tba yaai^f 
^ile item its iniuhur situation, and being sur- 
rounded on every hand by iunumerabie ialaiidfii 
h if alike exempted fton the destnvti w lypboeM 
so comoiQu in the China ^eas» aod the soaKe 
leii ftiriaufl tempeirta tliat occur cm the ooaiti ct 
India. Here indeed the atmosphere tbrougUQUt 
IlieipiKskeiiettitQf tbeyear iaseieiieaBd plaeid» 
to a degree unknown perhaps in any other {larl 
of our gkbe. The tmoedi expanse ef the mm 
is scarcely luiPed by the wind. We seem, as it 
ffrere, to be eoasting abeg the banks of a kke. 
Storms are here felt as it were by refleetion. 
TbQ ooma^)tioa exoited in the China fleaa by 
the tempest, is propagated to this distance, 
where it is seen to give a peculiar disectioa aad 
increased velocity to the tides, and evm oocpb 
sions a considerable swell. A similar but less 
nmeikable eflbot is ppoduced by a tepij^ In 
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tka B»y of Bengal 9idi|6at to tfaa opposito ini' 

pulses derived fioiii these e^s^eoaiTe aeaa, iUq 
tickfl wxNigit the i»liiiMi9 b^ome estrmely if* 

regular. At times they are found ta ruft ia one 

4ira0lim fivr aevml ^jra moooiftiYQiy, with ttw 

eflfect, ia embayed plaices, of raising the water 
to a oonsidavable height la the numerous xmr 
TOW channels which divide the lesser ialanda, 
this ticb runs with very gr^ rapidity, re> 
fleo^bling water issuing through a duice. The 
legular and periodicai iufiueiice of the moasooiis 
is bm litiie» if at aD, ftit In these ishuids, the 
winds partaking more of the nature of what 
haw been ctdled sea and land hreesea. Henee 
piooeeds that unifitfmity of temperature which 
psmifai hi the atmospheie tfanrngiioul the yeer* 
Hence also proceeds the more frequent fall of 
dniiime, and the absence of a psopsr, oontimied, 
sad periodical rainy season. Few days elapse 
wiAom the ooomeDee of showers, whirii thus 
pKxiuce the [most agreeable efect in reducing 
the teaopeiatme and chenidiiDg vegetation. 

Without the continued influence of moisture, 
these regions would certainly exhibit a far le»i 
eheeifbl pioture, and the ellmate prove rauoh 
Isss eongenial to the human frame. Heat in the 
ecfuslcirial regions Is thus benignly attempered 
to the constitution of mau. It will be ibund to 
prove inSidtely less permoioiis to his system 
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thanit does some distance beyond the trq[>ics» 

particularly in dry and arid climates. It is thus 
that the hot and dry winds of Vppev India, to 
the ext^t of more than ten degrees beyond the 
tropic, exert such powerful and destructive in- 
fluence on organised bdngs, and more pardcu- 
larly on the human firame. Its effects are too 
wdl known to require description. Inanimate 
life is not merely at a stand ; it is threatened 
with total destruction, and with difficulty pre- 
serves a scanty gleam of future existence. 
Animated beings retire to the thickest shades, 

and even there pant for existence. The loose 
frame and acclimated constitution of the native 
inhabitant, is not proof against its baneful inflii- 
ence. What then must be its iniiuence on ccm* 
sthutions so highly susceptible of excitement as 
those of the inhabitant of the North of Europe ? 
The £Etfality amongst European troops has given 
too ample testimony. The physiologist, who 
has not witnessed the effect of high temperatura 
on the hun.an system, will with diflSculty believe 
it capable of extinguishing life, often within the 
period of" a single hour from the commencement 
ai excitement. Its effects are no less rapid than 
fearful to the spectator : the mind in such cases 
partaking of the general excitement in a degree 
amounting even to oom^dete mania. Within the 
tn^cs sudi effects are of rare occurr^:ice. ^ 
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AN1> COCHIN CHINA. 4i 

The saody sbosm of tha oc^au, o£briog a «iu> 
iwe highly fimNnmbb fer the devebpeoMit of 
haat hy lefldcUoa^ will often be £ouad of high 
and oppreinviB tanqpei»i^ Tet 
the temperature during the night is even here 
agfUftahle. Mokiatkn, inpoiiilofteDqpMB^^ 
is further attested by its beoiga effects on vege** 
table Mtiiie^ ivtaiGh obtams a 
ment unknowOi, perhaps, in any (^her part of the 
^obe. We see tesea enctoadiiiig eYcn on die 

domain of the son,, their roots aiid branches co- 

veied with manne abells, as oyalers, &c. . The 

bare rocks, the stems of the smoothest trees, the 
most scanty portions of s<m1, are oov^ed with an 
miloao Tariety of plaiila. In point of adaplar 
tion» we observe situations equally Atourable^ 
and geoenlly mudi mote so, fixr the pioduotioD 
of plants in most other parts of the globe. The 
ain|^ ciraunstaace of a peouUariy modified tem- 
perature, would alone appeal* to be wantuig. We 
' aie oAen at a loss to diaoover in what maimer 
many of these vegetables derive nouriblmient, uu- 
dar oiRsnmalanoee, to appearance, so un&vour* 

able. Moisture alone would seem to many to 
be their acde source of aliment; the elements of 
water being separated and assimilated by the 
oqgans of the plant. The quantity g£ sunpLe 
mottture, or nAm of apparently pure water, 
lAkh some plants raise from the earth, is un- 

6 
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cummooly greaU Tliis is baautiMy exemplified 
in the oiigaiuzntkHi of some craqpiag plants, in 

which the moisture is frequently conveyed 

the difltaiice oi iorty* My* or a. kindred yaols* 
btfinre it feadiet the kavast or flmt» arpMhapa 

tim assimilating organs of the vegetable. I have 
seen a plani of tUs sort, that had bam eeeidbiil* 

aHy cut across, continue to pour out pure, limpid, 
and tastelasa water, iasuiob quantity aa to ttl a 
wine glass in about half an hour. The stem and 
bark of this plani were quite green ; there was no 
-vestige of leaves, and it appealed that the welsr 
was proceeding unchanged to the extreme 
branobss of the plant, in order to be assimilated. 
To other plants, even moisture, at least in any 
obvious quantity, does not seem to be indispen- 
sable. These ate to be seen on bare Todca* 
without any ascertaiiiabie source of nutriment* 
They jMrobably derive it fiom the air itself or 
perhaps they decompose atmospheric air, and 
assimilate its elements. 

This efl^ equable though high temperature 
is not conjSned to the varied forms of v^etaUe 
life. The lower orders of animal existence et- 
test its power no less strongly. The earth, the 
air, and the oosan, teem with life. Myriads of 

insects succeed to each other, in their labours at 
every varying p^iod of the day and night. Some 
aie busied in removing dead amnal mattii; 
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^timBpnfitfmiMmibfii^; to the great 

majority, the Tegetable world affords an inex- 
kmitiU» aowoi id nouililwiiDt. In the gieot 

ocean, we observe the economy of nature di* 

seotod ta a simite pmpose* in the habita of in- 

tanerable Corak, Madrepores, and Molluscse; 
here too^ as in other departm^ts of iiaiuie» we 
<ilNier?e the dependmce which is established be- 
tweea animak of more p^ectorgamaalkHi, and 
tfme generally of Ae tiery etnqplaat etitiotii^e, 
the operations ^ the latter being exerted in 
aKcitiiig from ittorganfe maMer sabatanoes capa- 
Ue of maintaining the numerous tribes of the 
tomar daaa* It ia in this point of Tiair* tint a 
Ck>ral bank affords, perhaps, one of thei most in- 
i ei eatii B g epeotadaa in natura. We acaioe know 
which most to admire, the great beauty and va- 
liely <tf their fofiQBf the aingiUarity and aimpUeiCy 
of their structure, or the magnitude of effect, 
pioduced by naeans appar^iitly so inadequate. 
The analogy between them and planta'ia partieu- 
larly impressive ; nor can we overlook the cir* 
cmnatanoe, that they are destined to perfotm 
analogous operations. 

Our veafdenoa at Singapofe mada ua aequahit* 
ed with several very curious productions of iMn 
aoii, among them, a aingnlar apeciaa of Afcy- 
onium may be mentioned. It passes here, under 

the fmmM name of Neptunian GoUat. It ia 

B a 
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in fact of the shape of a goblet, and its substaace 
is inleniiediate between that of a apcmge and .a 
madrepore. Its colour, when fresh, is bright 
saffiron, whidi becomes brown on drying. The 
body of the cup, the gtalk, &c., aie very neatly 
formed. They vary from two to five feet in 
height, and the cup is often three feet in dia- 
meter. 

We obtained here a very singular species of 
• Asteria, weighing from six to eight pounds. Its 
back formed a regular pentagon, with numerous « 
round dots <»i its surfiioe. The diasms on the 
lower surface are five in number, narrow, pro* 
ceeding from the centre, furnished, as in other 
animals of this sort, with a double row of gela- 
tinous, short, whitish feelers. The teeth not 
very obvious, but placed at the angular ex* 
tremity of each flap. Its shell is of the consist- 
ence of very stout leather. Its internal structure 
consists of innumerable series of knotted threads. 
This was considered, in the place, as extremely 
rare, and the Malays have no name by which to 
distinguish it 

Among the more rare animals of the Class 
Mammalia, to be found at Singapore, we may 
reckon the following : 

Halicora Dugong, called by the Malays, Du- 
yong. The descriptions given of this sii^ular 
anunal by systematic ?nitei:s, though inccHrrect 
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and isBoprnfodt, suflfciently attest that it has been 
long known to naturalists^ and is therefore, not to 
be oonsiderad.as iiBfr in our is 
found on various islands in the Archipelago* has. 
been sMi at MalacCT», and Mveral times taken 
at Singapore. By report, it is extremely inof- 
Sanaivet gioifs to tba length of tm or twelve &et» 

and feeds ou Fuel. Its flesh is esteemed, in 
flavour and dcdkacji not inferior to the best beef* 
The skin is remarkably thick and tough ; dried 
slopes ol it are not to be distii^guished from the 
tfaongs uanally made from the skin of the Hippo** 
pc^amus. The structure (£ the stomach is said 
to correspond in all leqpects with that <rf tiie 
ruminating animals. In some crania^ there 
are tasks and indsors in both jaw8» but in 
others neither, or the former only. The tu^ks 
aoMm project beyond the jaw; probably never 
beyond the lip. The absence of the teeth in 
flOBiB may be owing to age» A single qpiraculum 
opens near the top of the head. The form of this 
canal is cylindiioaL Seen in the skeieton, it. 
suggests the idea of its performing the office of 
a. apiracuhuu. In the living anunal, however, it 
may possibly be dotfaed with skin. The lips are 
said to be remarkably thick, and scantily oovered 
with stout briides. 
UxiUke the Arctic Walrus, this animal appears 

teddiglit in solitude. It is cooinoQiittytakeii 
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by surprise near the lone islands of the AidtA* 
pelago. 

•Flying squiffd, Ftmmff^ PettUffaM, IMi 
of nearly the same size as the Galeopithecus 
vaTiegatus, also cotmnoA in this phoe. iti» cf A 
bright brown colour. Is seen towsurds evening 
flying flrom fho tops of tfws, add genirally aligl** - 
ing about the middle of other trees, often at a 
ocmaiderable distanoe. In its fii^, il vmAj 

expands tlie membrane extended between its 

tegs^ and floats gently thiough the air. When 

it has alighted on a tree, it quickly gains its 
sununiW by a succession of leaps^ 

And lastly, two uncbfloribed animalif of US- 
ferent genera. 

The pioduetioiis of the regelaUe woild atehen 
scarcely less numerous, than in the beauUful and 
pietuteaque Island of Pmang. Oar h0t$fimilm9 
in the neighbouring woods have already sup- 
plied Us with some rare, and a few new planlii. 
There is on the whole, a very obvious aiid striking 
difibience between the plants of this ishad aal 
thd.t just mentioned; but there is this important 
distinedon, that the dtfltoeaoe fefm fer Die most 

part to the individuals, and not to the iamiUes, 

cor even genera: thus the acotyled<Hioua piaots* 

occur in equal, if not greater, variety than in the 

latitude of the former plaoe, and the speoies are 

almost all diiflferent. Yet only the fiflh order of 
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Hit aflO^ritdoiM of Juanm oocuis in oumbMi ; 

of the Fungi, Algde, Hepaiicse^ and Musci^ the 

indtvidttab are lemaikably iafiroquimt The de- 
cayed wocxls of extensive forests m fitwurable 
lo the pKoductiou the Fungi* yet these are not 
msmmnm. We, howeTer, met with Mw eidgii- 

lar plants of this description. 

Of the Older Fucit there is here a rematlu 

able species^ usually found growing iu isolated 

pBJbAm apoQ eoial batiks. It is ptmiated, plu- 

mose, elegant, about a foot and a half in length, 
' ead of a iriiilish eokmr. It ii oduad with the 

property of stinging like nettles ; the sensatioa 

psodiittri is mm soufeef and more penetiatiiig-^ 

more instantaneous, but somewhat less perma- 
MDt ThehandisscaiMly hioug^iiito CQOtact 

with it before tlie wound is inflicted. A small 

eonnigated, gsanular bag, hUed with a trans- 
panan fluid, would seem to be the organ by 
whieh it i»aduces this qSqcL These are no 
sooHer touched than they disohai^ the ftiid they 

contain. The plant soon loses this power, alter 
hanng ben ramoVBd finom the water* The oosi- 
- paraiive scantiness of the Cryptogamis is amply 
eoB^Miifiatedfor by the number, yariefty, beauty, 

aiid uUlity, ctf the more interesting order of Phee- 

nogamoua^huits. Of the ibmer, the abundanoe 

of a few individuals is considerablo, whilst, re- 

.ifeatiiig the hitter ordsr^ we am less impmssad 

» * 
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wilk the extent ta whkh indBvidiiiis eiiil» llMni 

with the great variety which they oflFer, a remark 
atill move applicaUe to the zoology of Hm segkn 
than the botauy* 

Among the vegetable psoductions anplicaUe 
to economical, commercial, and other purposes, is 
the Gambir; Naudea Oambir and Aculeata» 
liinnsei, or nat. ord. Rubiacese of Jussieu. 

Gambir, Terra Japooica, or Catechu, is obtained 
in large quantitieB from the leaves of this j^tent. 
The process is both siaipie and cheap. The leaves 
areoollectedtbree or four times a year: they am 
thrown into a large cauldron, the bottom of which 
is formed of iron, the vipp&t part of baik, and 
boiled for five or six hours, until a strong decxx^ 
tioQ is obtained* The leaves aie thm withd 
and allowed to strain over the vessel, which is 
kept boiling for as many hoiirs mem, until the de* 
coction is inspissated. It is then allowed to cooU 
when the Catechu subsides. Themtferisdmim 

off; a soft soapy substance remains, which is cut 

into large masses. ThoBe are fiirther divided by 
a knife into small cubes about an inch square, or 
into still smaller pieces, which are laid onfiames 
to dry. This Catediu has more of a granular, 
iini£(»m appearance than that of BengaL It is 
perhaps also less pure. The prioe in the vtmx^ 
hsi is four dollars per pecul, or lii3|lbs. It is 
. expc^rted to Java and the other eastern islanib* 
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wlieie it is chiefly used for chewing with tbe 
betel lesfl Tbeleawiof the phnt when ch e i wad 
gm a very astringent taste, which is soon .fbt 
l0Md by a vwedt, tignoMe, mod axmitie 
flavour. 

We hive alveady observed^thattbaBioetliatt* 

nant vegetation of spontaneous growth affi^rds 
DO oertam proof that the soil which has produoed 

it will prove equally favourable for the production 

<i£ the usual objecto of culture.. The soil of Sinr 
gapore, however, would seem to be highly favour- 
able for the cultivatiou of those products whu 
sm confined to intertroiHcalregkniB. The Malay 
lace, accustomed to a roviug* unsettled lih, have 
paid but little atteution'to agricultural pursuits. 
In this respect they are much in the situalioo of 
the Nonade tribes of iiorthem Asia, or the noie 
savage bauditti of the Arabian deserts. Their 
Jslnank therelbie* affbrd no adeQuate meaM of 
forming an estimate of the capacity of the soiL 
Ihe skill and other resources of Suropeans have 
not yet been directed to this end ; neither has 
d» iielHpiOTed industry the Chiiiese bad 

to produce any considerable effect. The exjieri- 
aeats» however, which have been made by the 
latter in the cultivation of pepper, and in the 
iBaottfiK^tuie of Tena japouica, have given good 
earnest of what may be expected fiom agrioul- 

'iUQil mfljraiinna q£ STeBlBI maffUiikudflL JudsiniT 
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ftbm tiM Qitural AppMaiicseof the oouitry, it BMf 

be presumed that the whole island is susceptible 

ti a hifgb. degree of culture* The soU is gemlgr 
undulating, here and there riiin^into low, maai^ 
mated or rounded hills of inconsiderable alti- 
tude ; the temperature is faTOurahle ; irrigation 
is abundant, and the soil of the interior parts is 
composed of sand and stiff clay, miied up vrink 

a large proportion of vegetable matter, which 
gives it a very Uack appearance. There is a 
general tendency to the fortnatioti of swamps ; 
but never to the extent of forming lakes. Rivu- 
lets and creeks abound in various parts of tfM 
island. The former are of the greatest value in 
a oDmnieicial point of view» by the &Bilities» as 
well as safety, which they Bthrd for the trsnipott 
and landing df goods. The rivulets are but of 
inconsiderable sise. Their watero ate almost al- 
ways of a black colour, disagreeable taste, and 
peculiar odour, properties which they would ap- 
pear to derive from the pecuhar nature of the su- 
perficial sdl over which they pass, in many parts 
tesembling peat^mol^s, as has been already ob- 
served. The water, however, drawn from wells 
penetrating tfirough the sandy base, is much Ins 
sensibly marked by these disagreeable qualities. 

It is at the point where the fresh water of rivers 
and rivulets intermixes with that of the sea, that 

wefiad Mangroves ohieAy to aboipd^ Tkeao^ 



Digitized by Google 



mmf of ihMMi iiyDto i» m itrflringty p%iM» tai 

character, that they ciaim great atteation SkM 
6WPydkMrv«r. Tbe speeiei inoit MBnidii n 

the banks of rivers, in these eliaiates, is the 
BUsoflioni Qyumoi'lifaRif a taD, hwMlflone liw» 

often growing to the height of forty feet, covered 

with a thick pmftiMOQ of laiga, obk»g, iMhy 

leaves, disposed in tufts at the extremities of the 

bfanriwgi The giiMniiar iitfm <jf the fvuil in Ibu 

Ires is too weU known to require description. The 

descriptioiis of botanists are» however^ but indif* 

^ 

MceiR* 

The tt^ would seem to perform the usual 
ItaAetkm of leaves^being covered whh a temaik-^ 

ably thin epidermis. It is frequently submerged 
l»tlM height of Iwehrefeet or iiioire» oil wUA 
occasions it doubtless performs diftt6llt func* 
itCMUL Numerous roots are thrown down ftom 

the branches, and in this manner a single tree 

it oAili conducted, as it were on pfOpB, over a 

great extent of ground, rendered intricate and 

IIHpef WiiUMI to ^'ffi ftVf 

Another species, the Rhizophora Mangle, is 
more independent of the presence of fresh wat^ ; 
oSien extending laterally along the sea-beach, or 
growing entirely in sea-water. Other species are 
possessed of similar habits. 

Tl^ shade of thes« idante is the iavoiuedfd)ode 
of imramerahle tribes ci inseeto, paitMsriy 
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moBquitoes. Inliospitabk, Ui4tfdb£e» is the ibada 
OE ahdlnr diqr afiiid to Bwi 

Que great purpose which, these plants serve».i& 
that of prefieuting the encnottdnent of the aw 
upoQ the land. Tbey eveu overcome this ten- 
tecy, and produce the oppoiute effi5Gt» as tba 
Qoasts of Singapore manifestly evince. It may 
raadily be oonoeived» thanfiore^hoar ill jndgadia 
the practice of destroying barrier^) of this sort 

« Much ttatM hu been laid on iSU m^fffumai maMmfBf joi 
manhei oT tfui sort; ftnd ifc lui lieeii muntained that lA mukj 
parti tlMy we tte MA if not tile lole^ eaiae of te] hhmI Ml 
eC k uli tio rf e e l dbenei. wi m j ll w it ftwif . HMlMlik hi bit ISiwr 

on New Spain, lays great gtress on the effect produced by the 
grow til of Rhizophora angle, Pothos, Arum, and of the other 
plants which flourish in a marshy soil chiirt^cil with saline p.irticles, 
in the production of yellow fever. Witbout calling into qnmtiMi 
tbft imalubrity of marshy aitoalions in fwenl, theie apfian fiMt 
feaeon to believe thai we are etiU ignorant of the aeCnal eamei of 
aiie ftightfhl^eeaie* The aeCtfemenl of SingaiMve it poiie«ed 
is n eniMt degree of aw ciiWHnitMm vMih M teght «t 
must conducive in producing the disease. Yet here it is as yet un- 
kniiwn. An intertropical climate on the iii<irL,Mu of the sea, a 
continually higfh temperature, rapid and intcubc evajmration, a hu- 
mid and extensive series of saline and fresh water marshes exposed 
ti» a burning sun, the vefetathreinpulse in a degree of aettnty un- 
oq[aaUed perb^M in any other part of the gkbe, the occaikinal 
•tnpendinii of herbaeeoni ngetatkm by long^ntinood heal^ ao- 
ganpiiiad hy draoi^ p wft ni mi of legeidbh amUery ai katvoe^ 
Med wood, fmila, ipo.t inlmliid with aalHd laaMHV UmiKig 
fbmites in every stage of the putrefactive process^ are amongst the 
more conspicuous of the causes to which (he uccurrence of this 

disease is uBuall) attributed ^ k^ie aU the causet enumerated 
operate vitk teaMd fulve* 
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hi mmy parts they cxteud ibr miles iolo the 
couatTf, until tbe soil on whidi tbey gmtr hwi 
been raised above the water, when they gradu- 
ily gmplftoeto tnew of wother deacripdani 
aad ill this manner lands favourable for the culti* 
ntiaa of rica wte pfodnoed. Of this descivp** 

lion extensive tracts exist ia the neighbourhood 
' flf tlie WBtthmgiftt. A alight ambankniBint -mouid 

prevent the ingress of salt water along the banks 

ot the creek8» ud retain a supply freshwater 

fevourable for this species of culture. As yet, 
iiowevor, tbe pepper-vine, aad nauciea, whiob 
nqpiire a dry and exposed soil, are ahiK)srt th6 
sole objects of culture. The neatness, the indus* 
try, tbe ingenuity displayed in plantations of dils 
sort» aflbcdavery gratifying spectacle, and attest 
Ihe great progress whidi the Chinese nallon hais 
made in agricultural science. The Chinese may 
faeoDQsidBrad as the sdie cuMvalcni cf the wdL 
The woods are for tlic most part cut down by the 

ilalays* The Chinese dear away the inrAHnhfStf. 
wreck, selecting the best woods for domestic 
pufposes, c(»iv^:tiDg the r^use into charcoal 
palings, fmoes, fta, aiKl enriching tbe acnl wtth 
the ashes of the remainder. Z have not observed 
Ihe nuMMfiietuge of the vegetable fixed alkali, 
pcAash, to be an object of attention with them. 
Iheir plantaticdDHi, whether of pepper^vihea or 
oC gambir» are uncommonly neat> wall trimmed* 
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tmponury, urfbiiof in miiiy yflt p gcti 0fM to 

Iboge of tbe Malays. Tbey aie constructed of 
b—ibnn a , tvigv, «i nrttttM, and thatobadiwlfc 
kaves of the Pamiaims Isavis^ sewed together. 
Thn are abvKfB au no mM ied bv a tesw nanlMr 
shrubs, esculent roots, and y^etables. Several 
fimliciefMtiaaaiid Anrannm MModepeeiie 

ef Arum ; sometimes ismall plantations of Jatro- 
There is a manifest air of poverty in the dwelling 

^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^WB^^^^^^^^^w ^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^H^^^^^^^H^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B ^^^^^^^^^ " ^^^^^^^^^^^V^^^^^^^^^^^^^V^^p 

and e?6ii meanness in lus dress* He has seam 
a stool or a bench to sit on. His iuriuture ia 
scanty die aimiileal kiiid» and copat n wted ef 
the chaajpeJrt materials. Ia his culinary opera- 
tioes akne we observe an air of neatness end 
of cLeaiiiiness. it is here indeed that the China* 
aiea shinea SQpericv to aU other Afliatieak W e g" 
ligent of personal ornament, insensible to the ad- 
vntagea of oomfbitaUe kx^iqg, he appeam to 
entertain a just, nay, we may say, an exalted 
esose of the pleasures of good ealti^f . To this 
end and aim are directed all his industry and in- 
genuity. The traveller who woukl judge of the 
eomfarts of the Chinese planler, moel see Urn at 
hiameak.. How erroneous his judgment, were 
he to infer, ftmn the soidid a pp ea ieao a ef tht 
labourer *shut» a corresponding degree of penuiy 
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in Q^uur Gowfofli* The paasaat* thuB indifiSi* 
Mt to tho «dfinbieea of ocnisiWite lodging, 
will be foufid to Uva ou the richest* though not 
atanqn the mo* ddmte £m. Poik. dudbfc 
gees^ the be^ kinds of £9b» tibe tmA ddica* 
OM, ftia pmrtmtad at any piic* by tte €a»> 
aesa. The proportioa of animal Hood ogpfflini^ 
by tiMtt TOiid wpgmt to be utoottpmU^ 

greater than that used by any other description 

<tf lilK B ifff f ft on tbo Am of tbo giob0» Tb^T 

seem to regard the quality of animal food less 

tluui tho ffJuxoloXf OS ndbnofifi* Tbo wly poiofc oC 
coMideralion is» irfaether Ifaa afimoitary mtoi 
will affi^rd rich nutriment, or aa CobbettdnySf 
ivlnli« k wiU ky fkt on tlwir boDOB. 
Hence the flesh of dogs, of rats, of monkias, 
tfigriWBf and otber reptiloo^ oibid in thw. 
turn, a savoury meal. The marine gelatinous 
iriiea. h^J^Wfi i Saoia. Acu. iiiy i biid'a nealiL 

are ranked amongst the most delicate of Chinese 

disheB» Sot tbe xooit part jreaanred &Nr lha bmi- 

nous gratification of the epicurean palates of the 
wealthy. The abomination in which flesb 
is held by the Tarious tribes of the Archipelago 
baa renrif^red the eating of it a reproach eyea 
wmmgA the Chinwio emigrants, who will noi at 
ways confiasa tbeir propensity to ieed on this so* 
fliaL but unolean ^niMml 

The moit prouiinent feature in the ito:«cter of 
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the Chinese emigrant, is industry, —the best and 
highest endowm^t which he has attained. He 
is mechanically uniform and steady in the pur- 
suit of what he conceives to be his immediate 
and personal interest; inthepvoseeulioiiofwfaksb 
he exerts a degree of ingenuity and of bodily 
kbour and exertion, whidi leave all dher Ana* 
tics at a distance. He labours with a strong arm, 
and is capable <^ great and continued exertion. 
He is not satisfied to bestow the quantity of la* 
bour necessary for the mere gratihcation of his 
immediate wants. Profusion and indulgenoe 
claim a share of the produce of his toils. 

Next in the catalogue of his Yirtues* may be 
reckoned general sobriety, honesty, a quiet, ov* 
deriy couduct, obedience to the laws of the coun- 
try in which he resides ; and, as is affirmed, a 
strong and unalterable sense of the important 
duties which parmtal aflfecticn inculcates. To 
this we may add a strong attachment to his native 
country, and the very questionable virtue of Uind, 
undistinguishing admiration of, and submission 
to, all its laws. ^ 

Notwithstanding this fair exterior, we shall 
find on examination that the Chinese have but 
Utile real pretension to moral distinction amongst 
nations ; of the sublime, soothing, and pathetic 
duties of religion they are as ignorant as they^ 
are regardless ; a mean, senseless, %nd unworthy 
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superstition, the ofl&pring of fear alone, has 
UMuped ito place amongst the nuuiy ; wfaile the 
learned affect a cold-hearted and scarcely intelli- 
gible ibeifiia. luaUthat regards the more aoiia* 
bfe fadings of our nature, and that tends to unhe 
the great family of the huoaaa race in closer 
vsnaa, tiiey are still naoTe defideiit.' A disgiist* 
iflg and culpable tqiathy, an involved and cqq- 
oentiafted selfiriuiBss of gratificatioxi, a total dis- 
regard of the wants, and necessities, and help* 
ksgoess of their fellow**Greatiiie8» aMtrks the Chi- 
nese in their conduct through life. They know 
not the pleasure of doing good for its own sake. 
They not only talk of, but witness the xxiikifor- 
tunes and distresses of their feUow-men, with an 
apathy of feeling little diort of mockery. They 
will stipulate for reward with the wretch who is 
sniking in the water, before they will extend a 
saving arm. They will talk of the greatest 
sooui^^ to which the human race is subject» 
famine, pestilence, war, as catastrophes almost 
lo be wished for,— considering the survivors as 
benehted by the destruction of so many of their 
feOo«r*ciealumek Their industry is the rssult of 

the quick sense of gratification which they de- 
live £dqoi the indulgence of the more giovdling 
passions and animal appetites, and where these 
Gsa be infiiilgftil without labour, the Chinese 

F 
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inU ho Ibiiid la indicMa 

indolence. 

It must be oonfaised howe^ac thai tho Chinosn 

are, in a political point of view at least, by fcr 
die most uttoful alsts gf people to be found in 
tlie Indian Seas or ArahipelagQ. Their fobosl 
fhuQ^f their industricua habits^ and their mode- 
iMt Qonduot, plaoe them beyond eompetition. 
They iUrnisb the best artisans, the most useM 
laboiareni, and the moat eaclensive traders. Thetr 

commercial speculations are often extensive, often 
of the niQBt adventurous nature ; and we may re^ 
mark by the way, that they are oAon immode^ 
rately fond of games of chance^ as cards, dice, 
eo^'fighting. inebriiaty is a vioe of whidi tey 
are but rarely guilty. At their meals tliey in* 
dulge in the use of axdetit spirits, undiluted, buS 
never use them to excess. 

In point of mental capacity, they wuld ap-^ 
pear to be inferior to many other Asiatic tribes. 
They are cbietly distinguished by a obtain mcK 
chameai turn in all they do; and even their 
mental operations partake oi this distinction. 

Notwithstanding the piohibitoEy laws ef the 
Celestial Enipire, there would appear to be no 
olher limit to the extent oi emigratkn than the 
capacity of individuals to procure a passage to 
Uie neighbouring oountnea, modified in some de- # 
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gnt by the greater or less dftmai^^ for industry^ 
II nnil moaUaoMd howew, 
tioQ is to be considered as temporary, lh0 map* 
vtj v£m GlmBm mkak^ upM intnaMf 

after a time to their respective provinces. Thefe 

mm^^'^f^ Smmlm q£ mf dSMifitiott* im wi 

permitted to accompany them abroad, to whtch 
«kcumstaiic# at is perhaps obieiiy owing^ that the 
QUfieBe hate fermed no colonies or isetUecaentft \ 
i» the eitabiifthmenl which theit situatidn is 
peedittfly flwoiimbto. 8tt|i«rlor fn point i€ ct* 

vilizatioQ, industry » and physical strength to the 

ttillQtti gnxtaid tlMdt» they neither aim itt 'cqip 

quest nor power over theit wekker neighbours^ 
Uflyr^sMCMMHltD be pettnittid lo fUlow iMf 

respective occupations, and are satisfied with 
tfaefidf ntums ^ tbeiif laboat Yet in msny 

the commercial settlements of the Areliipclago, 

they cooslttute the majoaty of the population ; 
whilst in many of the Malay states, their pro-> 
poitioii to the latter ii to ^eat as three to^Hie» 
OTtffenttonu lliis is {MtticsAuiy the <ii^ 

the mining districts of Borneo, as at Sambas> 
fbaiiaim, aad ime pertkul^ 

ing country, where it is said that upwards of 

MMWO CamMe era oempied in seudnUg for 
gold diisl. Their masters are here little better 
tei arngto ; tlim iriMi none are mofeenul 

VmcTO despotic. Mild and just laws are ua- 

F S 
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known to people in this state of society, and 
tbeiefixecaaiiolbetirgedasthecanseof llieim- 
preteading ocmduct of the Chinese. This in- 
sCanoe of gesmal sobmission to a people * m 

greatly inferior to themselves, stands so much in 
opposition to the oidinaiy oooduct of man under 
simffaur circisiistanoes, that we may be permitted 
to doubt whether it is to be reckoned a virtue or 
its opposite in the chafacter of the Gbineae; 
whether as affording a proof of their love of 
peace and honor <tf aggression, or rather as a de* 
monstration of unparalleled, pusillanimity and 
the total want of military ardour. Certain it is 

that the Malays hold them in contempt as oppo- 

noDls. The emigrant Chinese are almost exclu- 
sively from the provinces of Canton and Fokien, 
chiedy from the latter. It is this last also which 
fimiiflhes the jnincipal maritime population of 
China. They carry on a considerable commerce 
in junks throughout the China Sms and Aidiipe- 
lago, from Manilla to Penang, the boundaries of 
their maritime excursions on the east and west 
Nothing can be conceived more rude, awkward, 
and unmanageable, than the vessels they navi- 
gate, called junks ; except indeed we bring 
into the comparison their great igncmnce of the 
science of navigation. A Chinese junk gives 
no bad idea of what one might suppose the 
ark to have been. She resembles more an oblong 
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antetoirtiai woodai hoaae thana ship, bunari* 

time aflairs, the Chinese appear to have derived 
little or rather no bmefit fiom their ioteicouise 
with Europeans. The immutable laws of the 
Celeatial Empire Ssx\mi alteratioa: yet these 
laws codd nemt have checked impioveiDeiit fir 
80 many ceaturies ; and we find that all vessdls 
bnill by the Cbinese, in the donumons of fiMreign 
powers^ as at Siam, Cambodia, &c., as well as in 
their own country, are invaiiahly of this fbmL 
The Malay race on the contrary, eagerly adopt 
UDpiov0inents« We may observe a marked su* 
periority in the naval architecture of the Buggis 
pec^le for instance, a supenoiity'^whiob is daily 
increasing, in proportion as they become better 
acquainted with Europeans* 

The junks wfaidi yisited Singapore dmring ow 
stay there, were from Canton Amoy» Cochin 
CUna, and the islands to the east. The larger 
vessels carried from two to three hundred tons 
braden. They had neither chart ntx book ci 
any description on board, nor any written docu- 
mm to point out their route. They had no 
means even of ascertaining the ship's way, 
imlfaer did it apfiw 

transactions on board. They had a rude com- 
pass, set in a wooden frame, and divided into 
twenty-four points, which they did not wppeax to 
put great depeod^ioe^on, and this was probably 
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the only Dauticai instrument oa boaJKL Their 
Biedd of ftfooeeding, k to sel iNiil wid^ tiie 
favourable monsooa. After reaching a eertaih 
point widK>iil IsmoB *^8^ ^ fliaad 

across the China Sea, calculating that they will, 
aa thay generally do^ reaob the q^poaite aide ia 
ten or twelve days. They make but one voyage 
i^^^roas the China Sea in a year; on tibeii; return, 
fkey sometimea make a diort oaasting voyage in 
addition, after whi^ the junk is hauled yxp, 
eov«red with stmw, and hid aaida tilt tibelidiiow* 
ing season. The owner generally voyages in 
hte own junk, but doea boI ahvaya iiaTigale il» 
another individual attending to that duty. The 
ctem have a sh^e- in the oaigu 

Their provision o oniw eta of pork, fewls, rioe, 
and abundant store of piekled greens in large 
tubfr; the latter stvongly reminds one of the floor 
erout of the northern nations of Europe, from 
whkk it probaUy difites but litde. Tea m 

their favourite beverage ; they use it at all hours 
of the day, ni,aking it m small qjuastiliea tt a 
litaia; thdr cupaconlam Mttla meia tban two or 
Hree drachms* 

ia a snan smst ia tlie poop, there is ahmys 
to be found a soit of temple, ornamented vdth 
shiedaof gokUea^ ospaiBtied|iqpsar, and eoxdnki- 
ing threeor four small images of poreelam or wood, 
dmsed^ia a tawdry and^olaaii^aM^^ ftmp 
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ingiicf flMt^fW^ &:.»are dafly nntde. TImIt 
atuibutest as far as we could anprehetod thmr 
Mtfi, MDMltarbi amlogooi to teMcf tbe 

Cbcedaa deities that directed tiie wiads aod tfae 

Similar temides are ta be seen ia all ttie 
h0WMaf the OiiMe^ 

Inferior to these in the knowledge of aM the 
am .of fXfiliiMl liiB, as wett as in ladiiBtryi 

stature, strength, aixl general appearance; but 

Iheiv mp&min im poiBi ef courage ami adilnrf 
enterprise, and abore all in the possessicm of an 
wl^mind and exalted ipftagination, stand the 
Mihiys, a not ist peoph ivlioee orf^n, sffll in- 
?olfed in obsciirity, would seem to be of no re* 
MM date* The most fevoored ef their ffibesy 
have as yet made but little progress in civiliza-^ 
Imi^ wi^hil the aajocity w^ tt^beeii> 
thusiastieally attadied lo the unrestrained oon^ 
mkm ef eaisee hfe. The Mriaye cflnalitnle 
the principal maritime population of the Ardiipe- 
hgi^wmi Beighhmiriwg eontiiient, in the cKflhrail 

settlements of which they present themselves to 
te tmveUer under very difiiNreot aspects. Diey 
are by nature less adapted to comraeitaal pur- 
Mta than the CSunese^ or the Chuitahs, or other 
MhVBB ef* Sidha^ and are AeveAire easily beaten 
Mt c£ tlia fidd tbm al the stations icequented 
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by £uxx>pean8. Hiey are passionately attached 
to a sea-fiuniig life, and their prinoipal oociipatiGDi 

is that of fishii:ig. ... 

Bold aad euteipriaing in theic maritime excur- 
nons, they hold the peaceful arts of civilized life 
almost in contempt. Negligent, slothful, and list- 
less in their moments of ease, they display in the 
hour of danger and of enterprise, the most dar- 
ing courage and. intrepidity, : They njoy neither 
the good nor ills of life with the cahn sobriety and 
moderation of other men. In action fierce, cruel, 
and immoderate, their leisure is passed in a 
sleepy indiiierence that approaches to the apathy 
of brute life. 

Their character for treachery, though founded 
in truth, appears to be much exaggerated. This 
vice would appear to attach more to the stale of 
^iety in which they are found to exist, than to 
any. inherent propensity towards it in Malays 
generally. It must be confessed, however, tb^t 
many of th^r practices . are shocking to humanity* 
Their laws regarding the right acquired over 
property and persons falling into their hands at 
sea, by shipwreck or otherwise, shew them to 
be possessed of as little of the milk of human 
kindness as any other descriptic«i of Asiatics^. 
, The condition of the lower class of Malays in 
these parts, is wretched beyond what we should 

*iSeo Uttffies, in Miotic Mete^cketn Vol Ul. 
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ooDOQive to be tbe lot of humanity in m iutor* 
trbpicd diinla ; almost the wlk>le of thmr life is 
spent upon the water, in a wretdied UttJb cano^ 
in wbkk they can scaice strefedi theoifldlyes ftr 

repose. A man and his wife, and one or two 
ehiUren are usually fomd m these miserable 
sampans. For subsistence, they depend upon 
their roooess in fishing. They have all the 
thoughtlejssness of to-morrow that characterizes 
savage life. Their tackling is so rode and somty, 

that they are often reduced to the most urgent 
want Wh^ they have made a meal, they lay 
basking in the sun, or repose under the dense 
shade of the mangrove, till hunger again calls 
them into aetion. They have scarce a rag cf 
cloth to secure them from the scordung noon-day 
smi, or to shelter them fiom the damp and noi- 
some dews and exhalations of night. Their 
nemen are not less dextoxais than the men in 
managing their boats. Their only furniture con- 
sistsof one or two cooidng pots, an earthen jar 

and a mat made of leaves of the Pandanus lae- 
vis, which serves to protect them iaxm the rain. 

In the numerotts bays, inlets, and cre^s, that 
surround Singapore, an inconceivable number of 
fiuniUea Kve in this wretched manner, who have 
never possessed a house nor any sort of abode on 
tha hod. They are oonstantly roving about fient 
place to place in pursuit of fish. What they have 
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succeeded ia taking more than is required for 
iuMif rtiali uao, Ihejr^pcMcf to the fiiad in- 
MiHtants, taking hoe, sago, betels and clothe in 
nftum. We are stmek with the anakigy botweoa 
such a life and that of the tribes which sub&ist by 
huadttg. Vim Malaj ia equaDy attafdml to liia 
mode of life, nor can he be persuaded by the ex- 
ample of time aioiDid hkn to reiincptf^ ^ Tkti 
description of Malays goes by the appellation of 
Ckang Lautror znen who live on the aea. 

Otfaera cf the Malaya bare proceeded a slap 
beyond tJ hii i rude stele i they possess houses 
a Ibied abode ; they me ga na a nU and cnkmrte 
small spots of grouiMi : their agricultural skill, 
feveren haa rarefy extended to the c u i dv atkBi 
of rice other of the CereaUa, They surround 
their houiea with a wooden palings of suttctoul 
extent to admit the culture of the plantain, the 
fam* the betel* and a iaw other unrful ^ faf 
their own use. 

They pofisefis but Mttie skill in the nMichsnicai 
arts, and are employed aa labouieia idnMt e»- 
dusively &x the purpose of cutting dowa wood 
iftthefereats, and deamg grrand finr oahme. 
We lather hnd lonongst them a carpenter, a 
IGMOM, ataykr, cr a Uadoinith. 

We are told that in the interior of Sumatra, 
tte UaUyB are §mad in a aftitt aaore anMa&A 
state ; that of an agricultural people. 
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Hqw tenacious isjow of tba aa¥agB atatc, Jtad 
htm iknr uiqMfcepttbie ne itifHi by 
mhiok be emerges from it. Tbe Malays of the 
IpMinNbaad of Ihe ttiite ctf Mintnfim am it 
the present day seaDce to be distinguished from 
lWrrad«aiio0itinof mny can^^ baok, as 

may be seen by the descriptions which our eaiiy 
WKiig9ita[& bttw giveii d tfaenu 

A number of the people called Orang Laul 
voce brought ta mioi inapection. They were 
«90kr in imditim ; in afipeanBiee move eifi* 
Vmi thfiA many whom we bad seen in the bays 
and ifiuia foiaotelironi Ae hamnls of maft. A 
portrait was taken o£ one of th^m, ilkatrative of 
ph j^c^omy and general appeaianoe at Ae 
Malay race. Six of these men were more mr 
MBlely enamiiMW*. Their a^mage height was ifve 
feet three inches ; average weight nine stone eight 
pomds ; sMiageeiieaftilteeMQ of the ehest^two 

feet ten inches ; circumference of the clenched fist 

about etewihidies; aveiageof £Mual angle 66^"^; 
average temperature under the tongue 10(f .09. 

'XIha other tribes oi people that, frequent ttaa 
QBMntiGud oelllHMnlsef the stvails of Malaecay 
are Ghuliahs, from tbe Malabar and Coromandel 
aoiitt, Buggis flott Celebes, SisBiese, fiumaiis, 
a few Arab merchants. Sec, 

TfaasitaatMffi of nevr ssMleneiit of Singa* 
pure may be described in few wofiis« A pkos. 
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nesffly twomik& in length, but of inc o a si derable-. 
breMhh in most parts extends along an ekrvatod 
sandy beach, terminated on the west by an ex- 
tflmhrecfeek, aboiit afainidredyaidsinbra^^ - 

and running up into the land several miles. . 

The 8cm1 on themreslem bank ctf this cnek is 
broken, consisting of low, rounded, sandstone 
faiila, interspersed with lerd ground. The CSii* 

nese part of the population, and a few Malays, 
occupy this part of the settlement Their cam- 
pong 18 the workshop d industry, and aflblds at 
all hours a busy scene. The creek is navigable 
to boots of erery description, and evoa to small . 
ships at low water. . On its banks are the store- 
hoiMS, waidiouaes, &c., of the European and 
ott^r principal merchants. The convenience fiar 
oonmeioe is sudi that they can al ail times, and 

in all weathers, land goods at their respective 
doors. Several parallel and cross roads extend 
from this line of houses over the plain, which is 
diiefly occupied as a military cantonment. A 
small stream of water divides tUs plain, whidi is 
surrounded by a mud wail, probably the remains 
of an ancient fcrtificaticm, towards the east fifom 
another of greater extent, but only partially 
deared of wood. In this last the Malays prin- 
cipally reside. 

Brtond the eantonment there is a hill of con* 
^ideipable l^eigjiit, m wliich U aj^ears th^ it if 
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intended to erecta govenun^t-bouse*i£ the place 
becetfdiied. 

■ During our stay here, we made several inte- 

lOBliug exoiusioQfi to various, pointe on Jttie,QQaBt« 
and to the iMghboiiriiig islands, for. tbe purpose 
of aacertaining the geological structure. o£ the 
group. ' Tiieee- wW highly Jsatis&ctory. The 
lesult oi our examinations I, must relate on a fu- 
ttirecNxnrioii. Fioiatheaioaaracy«exp«eiipe»a^ 
extensive knowledge of Captain Dangerfield, we 
dmred the most esBenlial'amlaiiGe. Witliout 
hisaid we might have had occasional difficulty in 

Aacrhninatipg tbe rodu aod^miaerals. that U^- ia 

our way. 

• On the 22d Febnwy, we rj&Tem)>acked» and 
CB the Sfth' left Singapore harbotir^ and stood 
out towards the extreme point of the Malay Fe- 
oiiiiiila, the wind Mowing etrong against. U9» but 
tbe sea, as usual, being little agitated. 

On tbe 86th we gained the mouth of the 
straits at the distance of a few miles only irom 
the shore. Wa had cloudy and rather damp 

weather, but the temperature exceedingly agree- 
able^ and almost invariable during t^e day and 
at least the variation did not exceed three 
or {our d^rees. It seemed in every respect qpn- 
genial to the human firame. We had again to 
semark tbe unaccountable paucity of sea-lawl in 
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tiiese latiUides. At nooa we ML in With His 
Majegty's firigate Topaae, Captain Akhtfttacm 

from Canton and Manilla. Tlie Captain sent a 

polita invitation to amdi of us na irugH ohonao Ui 
-visit hh idiip. I went on boards accompanied by 
Ruthftrturd, 

' During the period of hia atey in China, An 
ni^ves of that country had| aa uaual, aasumsd a 
tone of inaoiMoe and praaumption too marioKi 

ami too liumiliating to be quietly submitted to by 
a eommandar in Ma majesty^ navy. TUa iod to 
representations on tlie part of Captain Richaid- 
ioo9 wbiob were aa bold aa they woodiapkMh 

ing to the Chinese. At length the Chinese in a 

tmnukuoua manner made a wanton and unpro- 
voked attack upon his men on shore in their boat 
unarmed^ drove them into the aea> and wounded 
a oonaiderable number of tb«m. The inil ties* 
tenant seeing the disturbance from the sh^ im- 
mediately beat to arms, fired grape ahot amoogat • 
tlie Chinese, and sent armed boats to the aaaia- 
tanee of the men in the watar ; on die apptooflb 
oi' which the Chniese speedily dispersed* The 
Ueutenant thought that the Cadneae were beyond 
the reach of the shot. It appears, however, that 
al leaat five persons nme killed, and several 

wounded. 

This affair was noaooner made known to the 
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Chinese in tituthority, than they put an immediate 
itop to tiida «ilh Ih6 Ski^ 
from the frigate a number of men equal to tli^ of 
th& CSiineie vibo haii toen j ihwi li 

The captain resisted the proposal with indig- 
iBOion. aud ia his turn demaiKled of tfaem 
and aa apology for the unpvtiViAed aflkont and 
uawairantable attack on bis men. In pcopoction 
aa he remained firm and resdute, they became 
the less urgmt in their demands. They even 
propoaed to make the matter up» by auggesting 
that the cstfiadsx should sign a paper which they 
\mn^ ready prepaied> to Hie eibct that tim 
who had actually killed the Chinese had either 
died of rounds, had Men overboard, or otber* 
wise perished. As he would not incur certain 
daggiaoe to himielf and to hie oouDtry* by aesaci* 
mg a palpable falsehood, the matter remained 
filiU unsettled, and the trade suspended, when he 
set out for Manilla. 

In the eveniog, it being calm, mild, and agree* 
dbie, we landed In a apafaous bay, with a sandy 
beach, interiqpmed with rocks, within a few 
ttileeof the wtreme pdnt of the peninenla* We 
found the rocks to consist entirely of horn-stone 
porphyry. We tiMed this rock to the sKlent of 
upwards of two miles, in the course of which it 

fiiewls m aptwciaMb diflbrenee, Laigesui^ 
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faces, divided into innumerable irregular masses, 
Sox tha mo6t part oblong, and occasionally brick* 
shaped, with an ochry fracture, presented them- 
selves. The rook is esLtremely bajrd. 

The .land was^.as UBuaL tluH^kly covered with 
wood. ' / , " 

Foiest, oa the coast, f(»rmed chiefly of the fbl- 
lowing trees : — 
• Casuarina. 

Hibiscus, two arborescent species. 

Calophylluni inophyllum. This generally grows 
dose by the sea*side, its roots being washed by 
the tide at high water. 

Cycas revoluta. Very abujidant ; a more hand- 
some palm than the C. ciichialis. It was.now in 
flower. The quantity oi poUea discharged by the 
atameniferoiis plant was uncommonly great, and of 
an oppressively ,^>owerful odour. It appeared to 
us, on examining their structure, not at all extra* 
01 dinary that this plant should long have been 
taken for a f^ of gigantic siae. A large, ;el- 
low-coloured, pine-shaped, squamate cone termi- 
nates tha stameniferous plant. Each scale is 
somewhat of a triangular shape, the apex joining 
the. central stem. On the under surface of the 
scale are innumerable sessile and minute glo- 
bules, which buirst exactly in the manner of many 
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of the ferns/ and discharge a fine, strong-8c»ited» 

yellow pollen. This palm rarely exceeds or 
twelve feet in height - 

■ Besides these we observed a species of slender 

Caryota. . 
Also Nipa fruticans. 

And a species of Calamus; and another of 
Urtiea. 

We caught several fish in the seine on the 
^di and 28di February. 

We stood over towards the coast of Borneo, 
with the wind strong, and quite against us. We 
navi, had a heavy swell and rough sea, which 
sbon afificted the less experienced amongst us 
with sickness to a distressing degree. 

On tha first of March we had sight of a lofty 
conical hill in Borneo, and on the 2d we came in 
view of the coast of that island.. The wind, 
which had hitherto been steady and strong, sunk 
into a gentle breeze as we approached the land, 
passing from the N.E. to N.W. and .N.N.W. 
with a calm sea. 

On the 3d we were off the point called Tan- 
jung api, and on the following day stood over in 
the direction of the islands called Natunas^ the 
more southern of which we were in sight of, and 
evendoselo. Their vegetation seemed to be 
quite peculiar. We were at one time within two 

ioindred yards of one of these islands; and 

G 
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scitaoiineous plantsi and a ocMMidefabte nunMMr 
of Palms. In this part oi our passage^ wo found 
the ireatberi tibough tBtheIr damp, and Sir the 
most part doudy, remarkably agreeable. The 
th^mcxneter did not rise above 80^, nor sink be* 
low 78^ in the course of twenty-four hcm&i dur- 
ing our passage from the coast of Borneo 10 thM 
of Cambodia. 

An houriy register of Ad batettielM^ kept day 
and night, indicated a double tide in tht column 
of meicuqr» At ten A*M., it was generally at 

its height, which on successive days, varied at 
this hour fiom 28«08 inches^ to 30.1 inches, the 
barometer bemg buspended about eighteen ftet 
above the sea* Fromfivte to six P,M., it had 
attained its lowest le^ varying on sUDOSsaiiie 
days from 29.86 inches to 29.95. From this 
|Miod it txxitinued to rise till about miriiiight» 
when it had agam obtained its maximum, and 
ftimi four to five a.in. was at its minimum. 

About three P. M. on the 11th of March> we 
came abreast. of the .mland of Pub Ubi, in kt. 
25 N., lung. 1G4° 50' E., oflf the southern extre- 
mity of Cambodia, and cast aoohor in a hay 
on theN.E. side of it, and prepared to land. In 
the same bay a Qunese junk lay at mxchoii f\ . 

As we approached the beach, we could observe 
one cff two huts ia a plot of tall grasS) ovecaha^ 
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dovedby a sdilarf cooosrDut tree, wad seffiiali 

persons walking about. Our books had stated 
tkn- rjiacB in h& inhahi t ftd. iMit the drflarv a2>" 
peanuloe thp iGdlaiid> the stuotod fomi of its 
vigeftatiop» i|a storil aqd £^i3b%dd^ aspecl; and 
ibofso dU, Ike total absefioe of everf thing calok 
lated to repiod us of huioajuty, soon dag^ipyad 
Ihe hopes we had cherished of aiin^ng so soon 
in the oonceiBs of our fdilow-cxeatures^ and of 
obsetvii^ socieiy imder rimiinstnnfxis which 
might be supposed to coiifer <ja it a peculiar inte* 
Mst We weve theiefiue not a Uttk gmlifiedi to 

observe tiiese traces. We were still more pleased 

kxibsemoQe of the mh»hils«te walk towaidf 

the point wc v;erc approaching, and thence coi> 
dttded that they must have beea in sooae ide* 
gree accustomed to the advent of strangeis. 
This persoa fsqived to be a slender* hut healthy 
ud a0ti?e. old man. He worn a bhie doak, and 
an ampb blue turban, and had a thin* scanty* 
loag beaid. His wpgeannoe was not iwlilBa 
that of an Arab, Ue saluted us respect* 
Md though none of our party ooidd undeiitaMl 
his. language, we could easily pt^ceive that he 
WIS not displeased wilh our visit We amaei^ 
panied him to his house cloi^e by, which we 

tendlobeasortof tflnnpte*. Oa a tude altar of 

wcxxl, raised about three feet from the ground. 
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earthen image, of a revereud, though rather gro- 
tesque looking old man» in a contwiplatiye atti* 
tude» his countenance not altogether destitute of 
a certain air of bmignity; and oonscioua inno- 
cence. He wore a long flowing beard and loose 
garments. On bis left stood a smaller figure of 

more humble pretensions ; probably the attend- 
ant of the former, or minister of bis will* The 
first was difiTerent from the figure or image (Joss,) 
the more common object of the worship of the 
lower orders of Chinese. 

Before them were placed various offerings of 
fhiit, sugar and sweet-meats. The altar was 
tawdrily ornamented with pieces of tinsel, shreds 
of gilt paper, and painted silks. 

Before the shrine was placed a low platform over 
which a mat was thrown, ob which the old man 
invited us to sit down. In one end of the room 
were placed baskets of rice, a tew small wax 
tapers, and some yams. We found that two fa- 
milies lived on this spot, and one or two Chinese. 
The latter had come for the purpose of collecting 
the gelatinous Fucus, agar-agar. The former 
had, it would appear, lived here for several 
years. Their subsistence had probably been 
chiefly obtained fam Chinese mariners, to whom 
this lofty island atlbrds an admirable iaiid-mark, 
{<x which they always make in their coasting 
voyages. They look upon the place as peculiarly 
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sacred, and never pass it without offering up 
prayers and praises ibr their success in having 
made it On this occasion fhey leave behind 
them a painted board, on which is written the 
name of their junk, Ae date of their arrival, the 
port they have left, &uc» At this time several 
boaids of this de8cripti<m were in the keeping of 
the old man. 
If we were pleased with fhe civility and atten* 

tion of our first acquaintance, we had reason to 
be no less so with the other members of this 
little ownmunity. It was altogether an interest- 
ing spectacle to see them crowd round, without 
the least fear or appidiension, and only anxious 
to shew us kindness, and to treat us with hospi- 
tality. A middle aged woman, of rather hand* 
some appearance, after she had gratified her cu- 
riosity by a hasty glance at the strangers, made 
us some excellent tea, which she gave to us in 
small cups, in the usual manner of the Qiinese. 

A man, about her own age, and apparently lier 

husband, lay the wretched victim of that most 
distressing and horrible disease, elephantia- 
sis. Our for a moment seemed to 
louse him fiom the moody melancholy which 
accompanies this complaint. Two handsome 
boys and a girl made up the family. 

We were forcibly struck with the difference in 
the vegetatioQ of this island fiom any that we 
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had hitherto seen ; a difi^r^oce which, as it is not 
isasfly to be accounted for by its geographical 
positic»i, is more probably owing to aa unusually 
ffeanty supply of moidtiire, and perhaps in pari 
ialso to the peculiar nature of the soil, which 
being very thin, and not retentive ci moistmei 
must be unfavourable. The vegetation h«re 
could scarcely be termed arborescent. It was 
low, scanty and bushy. The Erythrina corallo- 
Hlendrum-wais among its stoutest, and the Cary« 
Ota mills, of Loureiro, among its tallest, trees. 
Various species of Biosoorea were oooimon oa 
the sloping sides of the hills, where also the wild 
plantain (Musa sapientum) grew in abundanoe. 
We had the good finrtune to find tins sf^bndkl 
herbaceous plant in flower. Unlike, however, to 
that luscious and most delicious fruit raised by 
the hand of man, the fruit of the wild plantain 
contains scarce any pulp whatever. Its leathery 
sheath encloses uumerous series of large black 
seeds, attached to a pithy ce^ral stem, and im- 
mersed in a gummy substance resembling bird- 
lime* It appeared by our systematic works, that 
the seeds of this most useful plant have been 
but rarely seen by botanists. Hence doubts had 
been expressed upon the subject. In none of 
the cultivated varieties are there any seeds disco- 
verable, though at times we may observe minute 
black points in the pulp, disposed in longitudinal 
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imnu These are probably the feeble traces 
weds nol yet quite extinguished by cultlYa- 
tioQ* the black perisperm being the last to db- 

We had now, theretbre> a ^favourable oppor* 
tanhy of examfaiing this matter. The seeds 
were numerous^ covered with a thick, black, 
britde shell, and as large as those of the custard- 
apple, but of a more irregular shape. We col- 
lected numbers of them- There U no necessity 
to refer, as Willdenow does, the origin of all 
cuhivated varieties, and of all the species 
enumerated by botanists, to the Musa troglo- 
dytarum, a native of the Molucca Islands^ as 
the parent stock. Our specimens accorded with 
the descripti(His given of Miisa sapientum* 
The seeds were in all respects perfect, and ap- 
parently capable of propagating the plant, In- 
deed its existence on these islands, so rarely 
frequented by man, and altogeth^ unfit &)r cul- 
tivation, can be accounted for on no other prin- 
ciple than the lertiUty of the seeds. It appears, 
fl^refore, that we ou^t to refer to this plant the 
crigin of the cultivated species, which are pro- 
bably no other than simple varieties of it 

The Yams found on this island are remarkably 
large. Tlie green tuberosities commonly found 
on the stem of the plant were eagerly sought 
after by our Chinese followers, who regard them 
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as a valuable medicine. The Erythrina men- 
tioned above was now in flower, and made a 
handsome^ shewy appearaoce. It was frequented 
by ccmsiderable numbers of a large and beautiful 
species of pigeon, a circumstance tiie more re- 
markable, as the birds we had hitherto seen in 
these latitudes were of solitary habits, few in 
number, and not gregarious. This bird was ex- 
tremely handsome; its body was of a snow- 
white colour ; its wings, and the extremity of its 
tail, tipped with black. It appeared to be about 
twice the size of our domestic pigeon* Though 
we shot one, we were not so fortunate as to pro- 
cure it. 

The only Palm found here was that already 

mentioned, the Caryota mitis, a species not 
enumerated in Persoon's Synopsis, nor in the 
Species Plantarum of Willdenow, for what rea- 
son it does not appear. It is ^ery well de- 
scribed by Loureiro ; and it appears to be to- 
tally different from the Caryota urens. 

On tlic sea-coast there is a species of Panda- 
nus extremely common. It throws up a simple 
stem to the height of ten feet or more, in which 
respect only it seems to differ from the Panda- 
nus odoratissimus, the habit of which is to ex- 
tend along the ground, throwing down straight 
and stout roots into the earth for its support, as 
it extends. 
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The ScsBVola, already menticoied, is common 
here 9m oa the Malacca coast. 

The form, distribution, and peculiar appear- 
ance of the land we had now made were calcu- 
lated to exdte our attention, particularly in re^ 
lation to the contiguous continent. We were 
entering amidst innumerable groups of islands^ 
composing for the most part mountain masses, 
and all o£ them much elevated. They were as 

various in form and dimension, as they were 
numerous and picturesque. They were all covered 
with vegetation, which, after we had passed their 
southern boundary, assumed a more luxuriaat 
appearance. They eadi might be imagined to / 
be the abqde of an innocent, a happy, an un- 
disturbed peo|de. Nature, arrayed in her most 
attractive colours, appeared to smile upon the 
scene. The sea was calm and unruffled; the sfcy 
. serene and unclouded. Nothing could be more 
deoeitfiil than this apparent fitness for the abode 

of man. There seemed little reason to believe 
that any of them had ever been occupied. The 
want of a constant supply of water must ever be 
a {NTmcipal objecticHi, while their steep forms and 
seanty soil forbid every attempt at cultivation. 
In many, the summits of the islands are rounded, 
in others peaked and rugged. In fact, we here 
appear to have ascended the tops of a range of 
mountains, in structure partaiung of the nature 
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of mdok both of tka priiiiiii?# and leooiidary 

kind. The directioa <^ this partly submerged 
range U like that on the periioflola of Malacca, 
from north to south, bending a little irom east to 
wett. ^liie bieadth of the lange ia ocmaiderahla 
The islands form a continuous narrow belt ex* 
trading ak»g the coast* in this respect some* 
what similar to those on the east coast of the 
bay of Bengal, lliere, hawever* we observe a 

stupendous paiTiJlel chain of mountains extend- 
ing from one extremity of the peninsula to the 
other ; whilst here the most remaricable circum- 
stanoe was the extreme lowness of the coaUuen* 
tal land. It is an extensive alhivion on a leyel 
with the &ea ; on which we look in vain for hill 
or elevation of any sort. At the distance of a 
few miles, the trees only, and not the ground, 
are visible from the deck, whilst the islands, 
many of them rising above 1,000 feet, are to be 
seen many miles off. 

The occurrence of granite on this, the fira^ of 
the series, was rather unexpected. 

This granite presents severcil varieties. It is 
less perfectly crystallised, and more granular, 
than that we fouinl on the west coast of the pe. 
ninsula of Malacca. Many of the specimens 
contain hornblende ; and on the summit of the 
hill there is a red granite, which breaks into 
brick-like fragmmts. The tower granite is 
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'Uncommonly hard, and breaks with much diffi- 

March ISik — ^We had now got amongst imiu- 

merable groups of islands, for the most part 
amall (foitensioiiSt all of them lofty, abrupt on 
their sides, and almost invariably without any 
hsvii ground attadied. We ranaiked, however^ 
that in proportion as we advanced towards the 
Bortli, the vegetatioa had, as has already been 
observed, assumed a more luxuriant appearance. 
Vegetable life again assomed that vigour which 

had so often already attracted our admiration, 
and the intertropical forest again displayed its 
unparalleled ridies. This sensible improve- 
ment in the forms of vegetation is probably ow- 
ing to the genial influmoe of a milder clunate, 
and perhaps still more to the change which has 
perceptibly taken place in the geokigical strao* 
tare of the country. But feeble traces of gra- 
nite, as rolled masses, were now to be sent. 
Tins series of rock had bLeii substituted by va- 
xioos others ctf later formation* 

In the course of the day we visited two of 
these islands. They were each about a mile in 
drcumfercncc, and from 200 to 300 feet higli in 
the centre ; the Sunt lies in lat. 9"" 58' N., and 
long. 104** 3T E., about ninety-three miles 
from Fulo Ubi : the other lies about three 
miles north of the last In the first, the lowest 
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rock is composed of compact feldspar, of an 
iron-brown colour^ intersected by narrow seams 
of quartz. This rock is abundant along the 
base of the island, near to the sea-mark. 

The bulk of the island appears to be com- 
posed of a compound rock, formed of clay-stone 
and potstone intermixed. This rock is rather 
soft, and its fracture resembles that of some tine 
grained sandstones. It occurs both on the top 
and towards the base of the hill. 

Considerable beds of pure potstone, in a 
somewhat foliated form, occur in the last. 

The other island is formed ahnost entirely of 
potstone, and the compound of potstone and 
daystone, mentioned as forming the bulk of the 
other island, is here comparatively in small quan- 
tity. The potstone contains imbedded small 
masses of day slate. 

In our excursions to-day we were so fortu- 
nate as to procure two of the pigeons seen for 
the first time on Pulo Ubi. They were here 
very numerous. Those we caught weighed 
about a pound each. This is to be reckoned 
amongst the handsomest of this handsome genus, 
and if ever domesticated, must prove a valu- , 
able acquisition to our aviaries, 

March 14. — Arrived at Fu-kok or Pau>kok, a 
large island, a little to the north of the river of 
Can-cau. We cast anchor in an open roa^-*. 
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Stead, nearly off the middle of the island, in lot 

10° ir N., and long. 104° 16' E. This aad 
several other islands in the neighbourhood at* 
tain a considerable altitude towards tlie centre, 
where the hills, disposed in ridges running north 
and south, appear upwards of 2,000 feet in 
height. The eminences aie contmuous and 
gently undulating, rarely abrupt in their forms, 
or exposing much rocky surface. The island is 
everywhere covered with the thickest woods. 
We had no where seen more luxuriant vegeta* 
tion than this place affiyrded. 

Botli on the preceding night and tiiis morning, 
we observed a number of Praus sailing slaog 
the shores, but none of them could be enticed to 
come alongside. It was imagined that they 

had been unaccustomed to see a ship, and we 
afterwards learnt that our conjecture was cor- 
rect In the course of the morning, a prau, 
after repeated solicitations, came so near as to 
Bpeak to us, but the people would not come on 
board. Some time after this a native accompa- 
nied one of the ship^s officers on board, and 
was followed by his prau. From this man, who 
spoke the language of Ciochin China, we learned 

that the place was partly inhabited, and that at 
certain periods of the year, Ciochin Chinese 
and Chinese fishermen came hither for the pur- 
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po&ex>f purfiuu2g their calling; the latter chie£y 
for th* purpose of inflecting trepang, % blnck 
species of Holothuria. Though the spoken ioJOr 
guage of the , people who now visited us wai 
unkfiowa to our Chinese foUowers» jet by having 
rocoiMe to the use of a commoa cbaracter» to 
which the same.^ideas are attached, they were 
eaabted to txwriTWinicate with each other* This 
was the ciiaracter commoiiiy used by the Chi- 
nese, which they write by distinct le4t^ in 
straight lines from top to bottom. We tfaos 
learned that the island belonged to the king of 
CocMn-Cihina, and that itM most valuable pro* 
duction was Agila wood, the aquillaria agal- 
lociia,Rorix (Aloxylttmagallochiim,Lour,) The 
iair promises oi our vivacious and semibarba* 
itNia visitor excited hopes which were not 
destined to be realized. After the most par- 
ticular inquiry, and the ofier of oonsiderabk 
rewards for specimens of the fresh plant, we 
were reludtanUy ccanpieUed to give up titeaeaxdu 

It appeared that this wood is a royal mono- 
poly, and that even to point it out to strai^gecs 
16 a crime never to be forgiven. In the course of 
the £xeaoon» we landed in two parties^ foUowed 
at some distance by the; uatiiF^ prau. Th^ ap- 
proach is over an extensive shallow bank, on 
which We observed great numbeis of Astenttf 
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Medus^ Echini) aud some corali* On the ii&tn- 
iag ateloes^ in ftool of the jHOag^ wethoi two 
6ea-fowl of the genus Sli^mu 

On iMduag the ahoia» about six or se^rti 
men, armed with spears, caine down from the 
nliAge» mod llitMSeiiiiig lUiitudeB towaidi the 

party in the first boat, and appeared desirous of 

oppcwmg our landang. Cafit. M'Donnel, ham^ 

ever, leaving His arhis behind, leapt on shore, 

and wait up to ttem with the gresuaftt oonfr- 
d^ce, shewing them at the sMne time thai he 
had no hofttiie intention towards them. Asto^ 
aished Aft )m boldness, ot doubting of tteif ow* 
Valourt they immediately changed their line q£ 
eMKhict, and appeared to wdooi&e him wtti 

sincerity. 

#emthe leaa attrprised at tliia inho«fiit> 

able reoqption, on learning that the persons in 
quefllioii were not inhabitants of the islaiid, but 
natives of Ohina, who having enjoyed here a 
piDfitaUe fieshing» without int^rupiioB, had tbek 
jealousy awakened by the appearance of stran- 
gers. Their accustomed insdence towards £u«> 
ropeans was visible efen hen. The Qnnese 
now seemed anxious only to derive advantage 
from our visil; they followed us eiverywhere, 
and promised largely. We had soon reason to 
fegM^hsl we had made Uieir aoquaiatance, tet 
the Ck)chin-Chinese, who w^e remariiably dvil 
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and polite to us, seemed to be somewhat jealous 
of our attention towaids the former, and kept 
themselves at a greater distance than at first. 
As we passed through their village, they invited 
us to enter their houses, and spread a mat for 
us to sit upon* Like all other Asiatics, they 
seat themselves on the floor, or recline on cush- 
ions while they converse. They offered us betel, 
and gave us pipes to smoke tobacco. It did not 
appear that they had tea amongst them. They 
were good-natured and polite ; examined us very 

attentively, were miicli amused wiLli our watches, 
laughing immoderately when they were held up 
to their ear. They had abundance of Agila 
wood in their houses, of which they offered us 
some. The coarser parts of this wood they 
beat up in a mortar till it has attained the con- 
sistence of saw*dust. This dust is then made 
into a paste with which they cover small reeds. 
The party had great quantities of these reeds in 
their possession. They are used by the Chi- 
nese, chiefly for sacred purposes, being placed 
before the images of their idols, on account of 
the perfume they give out when lighted. They 
bum with a slow smothered flame, somewhat 
hke that of tinder. These reeds are known in 
ElngUsh by the appellation of Joss sticks. Yet 
we looked in vain for any image of this deity. 
Here and there, however, in front of their houses. 
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smail wooden cells, i^sed on poles, were to be 
seen» which cdls were abimdaatly provided with 
Jbas stidcs. 

The island of Fu-kok is of very considerable 
esteot. situated in a miU 
no great distance from the mouth of the river 
Caa-caU,' and sunounded by numeiouB isbndis 
which siielter it from storms in either monsoon. 
The height of its motmtainfi ib audi as to attract 
a constant supply of moisture, and the soil would 
uffpeuc to be of good quality, piobaUy formed 

from a base of decomposed clay -slate; though 

this is mere conjecture, as we were not so lor- 
tunate' tfs to discover a single point of rock, or 
even a stone, during our visit. Hence the vege- 
tation of this island is »tremdy rich and lum- 
mnt, and its general appearance exceedingly 
beantifal. Weie it not for the' extreme scanti- 
ness of low, or rather level, land, it would be 
laduiied adndraUy calculated far the habitation 
of man. 

It IB neady of a triangular ibcm* and taroadeat 

towards the northern extremity. Its utmost 
kogth is thirty-four miles, and its greatest 
breadth sixteen miles. The most southern point 
hes in lat. 9^ a& N.» and long. KA"" 14! K 

There are villages on several parts of the 
coast, and some of them are said to be pq^Hilous, 

H 



L 



Digitized by Google 



MiKOK TO fllAll 



Tlial which we visited miulit consist of about 
twenty &iDiUQs> wba aj^^eared to live coiofortAbly « 
and in a friendly, social, and peaceable maimer^ 
The men were of a stout, but short make» intelli- 
genl, and rather good locking. ThmpboUie»wm 
COttBtructed on poles, and cjovered on the roof 
itid aidea with a tbick, ooane barkf whkh i^t 
into numerous layers. They were raised about 
llirae feet fiem tfae gfouiuL We Mw but few 
feigns of cultivation, and those only of recent 
dtle* The cooofiraut and the plantain appear^ 

to have been planted but a very short time, yet 

-wexe thrivix^ with great luxuriance* A stnall 
garden was attached to most of the habitations, 
in which onions and culina^^y herbs were cutU- 
tated* The isfamd abounds in wild hogs, soad we 
observed skins oi the Husa. Shea lish is abun* 
datit ; and oonsidmUe quantities of Holothuria 
were drying in the sun. For a dollar, I pur- 
dMsed ftom a native, twodried skina of a 
singular species of Ray. We shot five sp^es of 
bifds in the woods. For tfae plants whidi we 
found, I refer to the catalogue. Amongst them 
Will be ibund a species of Mr. Brown's new 
genus Haya, natural order Asclepiadece. The 
species is probably elso neWi It is mttemely 
elegant. It grows on bare rocks, or cliuibs 

on trees, in thick, convoluted patdies. Hie 
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plant abounds in an acrid milky juice. We here 
procure spseuMna of the CaflUftrina equiseti* 
fidia, in flower. The tree is common along the 
hanoh 1m« aa well as on ibe west coast gf the 
fwninmda of Mdacc^u It is a very tall, handU 
some tree» S(»newhat resfflibling our pina Hit 
wooA is tsmarkably hard, yet Ae tree gnmu 
with great rapidity. AU the trees here were 
Dioeceous; and this seems to be the Irtae habit 
of this plant It ought therefore to be removed 
to tliat dass. 

Towards evening we got into our boats, in* 
tandtng to tisil a poini of hud which prnmiiwd 

to afford us specimens of rock, but we found 
that we not able to xeaob it, espseiaUy as 
we were at a gfeat distance fioni iiib dup, and 
were threatened with a storm. 

On AeftDowing mom iiMt we sailed round the 
island, and thus ascertained the dimensions 

We continued to proceed northwards among 
ianuamaUe islands, many of wlitcb, by their 

position with regard to each odier, would seem 
to turn eMensiva bays and welUbeltonMl har^ 
hours. The tides in some places are very strong 
and irregular. They rise to a very unoosamoii 

Ucight for these latitudes. In some places tlie 

ki 2 
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sea was observed to be not iebs tiiau fifteen feel 
bddw high water-ouurk. ' 

On the following day we landed on several 

• 

• small, rocky islands, off the southraai extremity 
of Fihkdc. We fcimd them oompoMd of huge- 
masses of sandstone. The sur&ce of this sand-' 
fltcme was' hcHoired out into iiimierousriiaHow 
cavities; it priesented considerable varieties in 
gnmnlar aspect and' cootaioed nodulas of flitit, 

quartz, &c. '* 

We had bett much exposed to a powerM mm* 

during this day, the bad eSdct of which I soon 
aft^ was destined to experience, haying been 
laid up for some days with fever, which rendered 
me totally incapable of attending to any thing. 
We continued our course through the islands, 
sometimes keeping to the windward of them alto- 
gether, and at other times passix^ through ifturrow 
straits, with fine deep passages between the 
iduds. Nothing odidd be more picturesque 
than the prospect which these islands a^Surded on 
sudi (yocasiotts. Mr. Crawfind wmt on dKire 
on one of them, and brought oS specimens of 
granite and quirtz^rodi:, of whidi it was en* 
tiwiy composed. The islands, however, iAmeh 
diatety near to this weie annposed of nudeipitied 

saiid-blone. 

On the 2Ut of Marci, about sun-set, some 
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Qunese junks w^e seen riding at ancbor ia ibe 
haibour of Siam, and ther^, the same evening, 
we cast anchor. On the 22d, the pilot a Chi- 
oeae junk came on board, and represented that 
it would be necessary to send to Packnam, a 
Tillage at the mouth at the river* for a pilot; he 
was doubtful whether the ship could pass the 
bar. The diief mate set out for this place in 
the morning, with a letter from Mr. Crawfurd for 
the diief person of the place. He was hospitably 
entertained during the night by the chief, and 
returned on the IbUowing day» with a small 
present of firuit from him, bat no letter. In the 
meanwhile they had referred to Bankok, and a 
pibt was ordered to attend us. 

25th. — We weighed anchor, with a light, fair 
wind, and attempted to pass the bar, but stuck 
on a bank of mud, after clearing the principal 
bar, which is of sand. Here the ship lay quite 
easy and upright, supported on one side by 
jHTops tiQ meat tide. At low water there were 
but six feet m the bar. About 5 p. m. the ship 
begun to float again, and after toudung now and 
tb«i, got over without much difficulty as the tide 
made. The entrance is tolerably well marked 
out by lines of fishing-stakes. The mouth of the 
river forms an angle with the entrance from the 
harbour, so that the former is not perceptible 
untU you are dose to it The nver graduaUy 



Digitized by Google 



108 



MISSION TO SiAM 



Opens upon the ?iew; itiscsUedMeiiam: iim 

about a mile aiid a half in breadth at its niouth. 
Afiar pasiiiig two ot three short ieadies» we 
anc;liored opposite to the town of Packnam. The 
river is here about three-quarters of a mile ia 
biMdth, atid Tety deep ; the banks are low, anl 
covered with woods. 
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UrTBRPnBTBR ARRIVfifl.— RbQUESTSD TO LAND THB Gi;Nft.<«- 
fillTBRTMIIlB BT ▲ CHfSVv^fteMftMIOiaAi; RuiAliKS «|r 
THE SuMBB8.'-*Pm»«RBB8 TO BiLNR9K*— A FLOATIITO Ba^ A^. 

Bamiok ]»bbcbibb]».^Thb Govbrnok Gbnbral*s XiBTTBR 

TO THB Km DBLITBBB» TO A CaiBP.->A BOBm608 Afw 
nSBTT «4BB T9 «8T POBBBtBtaiT OF TUB PBBBBVTi.^ll- 

TBRVIBW WITH ONE OF THE MlNI8T«B9.— DiSGUSTINO 

SEuvrLiTT OP HIS Attendants. — Nbuotiatioxs respect- 
ing Tlir, Pi^RFORMANCK OP THE CoiJRT Cj: RF. MONT K S. — 
PROCBBB TO TUB PAIiAaB.->-AllfiB£SIMB IN «<MMI liATIK BY 

A NAmB«— Obbbbvatvobiov THB RoAi^ fo fSB Avmvvu ' 

•^DbIORIPTIOH op THB AVDIBHCB* 

March 26tk. — ^Early in the morninp;. a man, 
dressed someiNiiat in the style of an European 
sailor, came oil", and stated that he had been sent 
from Bankok to act as interpreter, and to acoom^ 
paiiy us to the capital. This was one of that de- 
graded, but self-important class of society, 
known in India under the general title of Portu- 
guese, a title to which a hat and one or two other 
articles of clothing in the European feshion would 
seem to give every black man, every native, and 
every half caste, an undisputed daim. Our visi* 
tor bore the characteristic national features oi tlio 
Siamese, amongst vHiiom he had been bom ; he 
bpoke the Portuguese language with ease and 
Jhiency, bat EngKsb verj^ imperfectly. He said. 
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that the chief of Packnam requested that tht 
guns might be landed, as the ship could not 

otherwise be permitted to proceed upwards with- 
out an order fiom court to that e&ct. It was 
observed, that the Portuguese frigate did not land i 
her guns ; he replied, that suah was a special 
indulgence from the court. Mr. Crawftnd was, 
at the same time, invited oa shore to dinner, the 
chief representing that he had received orders to 
entertain all persons of the rank of ambassadors 
or envoys during their stay within Ms jurisdic- 
tion* Very little notice was taken of, and no 
direct communication was held with, the inter* 
preter. 

This sort of verbal communicaticm, on matteiB 

of business, did not augur well towards the suc- 
cess of our mission. We could not &il to remark, 
that the different personages who had as yet 
visited us, were either of very low rank, or of 
none at all, neither did they exhibit any mark 
by which they might be recognised as acting 
fiom authority. The diief, or, as the gendemen 
of our party styled him, governor of Packnam, 
himself, to all appearance, of small political 
. importance, being merely the head man of seve- 
ral poor fishing villages, did not condescend to 
visit us, or to hold other conmiunication with us 
than that desmbed. It was hinted that a man 
of some rank had been sent hither to receive us. 
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but neither did this personage make his appear- 
uoe. After break&st. Captain McDonnell went 
on shore to wait upon the chief of Packnam ; he 
iiidiiced tfae ktter to 8^ a young man, a id^ 
of his, on board. This man was received with 
much attfliifcion ;. he appeared to take Utile notice 

of the ship, or, indeed, of any thing else ; he 

was naked from the waist upwards, and rather 

meanly dressed even for a Siamese ; he partook 
sweetmeats and spirits, and after inviting 
Mr. Crawfurd to go on shore, and oonversing 
with the latter for about half an hour, he rose 
and departed, Mr. Crawford having agreed to 
visit the chief in the evening. 

We aoooidingly set out in three diffiirent boats, 
Mr. Crawfurd and Captain Dangerfield having 
their servants, harisaras, silv^ sticks, state um- 
brellas, and dressed in the uniform of the Gover- 
nor-Q»eral. A c(owd of peojde, consisting of 

old men and women, and many children, were 
eoflected on the beach, and appeared to view us 
with considerable curiosity. The young man 
who had visited us aa board, alone received us at 
the landing-place, from whence we walked through 
a narrow noisome lane, paved with wood, the 
distanoe of about fifty yards, to the chief's house, 
a (dace of sorry appearance ; we ascended by a 
flight ci wooden steps into a small endosed ocurt, 
which opened behind into the bouse. In m open 
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room, tawdrily ornamented with Chinese paper 
laateniB, Dutch glaas-, and scracps of painted 
paper, we found the chief, a tall, slender, rather 
dderly man, seated on a chair; he got up to 
welcome Mr. Crawfurd, and conducted him to a 
diair on his left A table was placed in the centre 
of the room, and soon after wc iiad taken our 
seats (we were luduly aocommodaled with 

chairs), a dinner, consisting of roast pork, roast 
ducks and fowls, andapilaw, w<»re biought in. 
The dishes were cooked after the European 
fiishion, two or three native Christians who at* 
tended, to judge by their busy manner, being 
very anxious to approve themselves on the pre- 
sent occasion. We had dined before going on 
shore, but at the request of the chief, who, in- 
deed, appeared to be very desirous of pleasing 
us, we sat down to table, accompanied by the 
ioUMTpreier already alluded to, but nmther the 
chief nor any of his family partook of the en- 
tertainment. A crowd of people were collected 
in the court, and viewed us as we sat, evidently 
with considerable interest. Opposite to the diief 
sat the personage who had been sent to receive 
us ; he was a good-looking, middle-aged man, a 
Malay, who had been once or twice in Bengal : . 
we spent nearly two hours thus conversing on 
various subjects. On oar getting up to depart, 
the chief rose and shook hands with ail ef us. 
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March fl7»~No ooniittUHicatioa ha4 suxived re- 
ipeeting pennisflioii for us to piobeed to the ea{ii* 
taL One of the king's boats, which had been 
t9cnt down Ibr the purpose <tf taking Mr. Cmwfind 
to Bankok, returned this morning. This WfitS St 
long and narrow boat, turned op at the bow and 
stem, bearing resemWance to a canoe, and pro- 
vided with a sort of chair in the noddle, over 
which a shed of mats had been erected. The 
mwefB were numerous, but the aixxmniodalkin 
trifling, as it could carry but one or two persons. 
It appeared BOi a little absurd that they ahoold 

think of offering only this boat for the accommo- 
tion of a aumerous party. It was doubtless ex* 
pected that Mr. Orawfiml would go up akme. 

Accompanied by Mr. Rutherford, I went on 
dK>re in the eyening, and strcdled through the 
village. We found it difficult to land, it being 
now lovr water, and the banks oongisting of soft 
mud. We ascended into a house^ built, as a 
great proportion of the village is, over the river. 
We passed thus from house to house, on elevated 
bcaida, till we readied dry land. We found 
the people remarkably civil, and even obliging. 
Tbey received us with smiles, and seemed anx- 
ious to entertain us. The women were not less 
fiNward than the men on these occasions. They 
collected round us, talked, laughed, and ex- 
pr^sed not the least apprehension. Woibuudtbe 
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houses dirty, and lumbered with billets of wood» 
with little proTOUon for ease. Yet the people 
appeared to live in tolerable comfort, though 
tfaflir maBM of subsistraee, if we ezeqit thai 
which they derive from the river and the sea, 
was not very evident. There speared a graat 

paucity even of fish. Rice they seemed to have 
ia abundance. They were well fed, and 8tout« 
but rather below the middle stature. They cut 
the hair clofte to the head, leaving a short tuH 
on the forehead, which they oomb backward. 
There is no difl^^ence in this respect between 
the men and womeo, both cutting the hair off 
short. Europeans are not more attentive to ren- 
der their teeth white, than the Siamese are to 
make them black. Amongst them black teeth 
only are considered beaudfiil, and it nniat be 
allowed that they succeed perfectly well in this 
apedes of ornament This, together with the 
coarse red painting of the mouth and hps, which 
they derive from the constant eating of betel> 
catedm, and lime together, gives to them a dis- 
g^ting appearance. The face of the Siamese is 
temarkably large, the forehead very broad, pro* 
minent on each side, and covered with the hairy 
scalp in greater proportion than I have observed 
in any other people. In some, it descends to 
vrithin an mch or even less of the eye^tarows, 
covers the whob of tliQ temples, and stretches 
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fisrwaids to within nearly the same distanoe of 
Ae outer angle of the eye. The'cheek bonet 

are large, wide, and prominent. A principal 
peculiarity in the conflguiatioQ of theit coonle- 
nance is the great siae of the back part of the 
bvrer jaw. The corona proceiss here projeeta 
outwards, so as to give to this part of the face 
an uncommon breadth. One would imagine, on 
a careless inspection, tliat they were all affected 
with a alight degree of gioAre, or swelling of the 
parotid gland. A similar appearance is often 
observable in Malays. The i>eople generally go 
naked from the waist upwards, sometimes throw- 
ing a fHece of doth over the shoulders. Old 
women in general expose the breast ; but the 
young, and the middle aged, wrap a short {Hece 
of doth round the diest, of sufRdent length to 
form a single knot in front, thus leaving the 
shouMeiB and arms bare. Prom the loins to the 
knee, they wrap a piece of blue or other coloured 
doth, oiv^ whidi the better sort wear a pteoe of 
Cliinese crape, or a shawl. 

The bazar, if a few scattered huts along a 
path may deserve that name, was extremely 
meagre* A few phintains, pumfddns, betd, to- 
bacco, and jagory, were almost the only articles 
it aibided, by the sale of which a lew old wo- 
men contrived to gain a subdstence. 

We proceeded to a monastic institution. 



Digitized by Google 



I 



UO ]tfI$SION TO SiAM 

situated on the bank of the river. The houses ^ 
hen ave well built, ipactous, and ooaveniaA. 
Hie whole is included in an extensive and open 
i|Koe of gMind^ kept cUitti The eo- 

coxiioiodation for the priests is excelleat; the 
hmaes are well raised, the floors and weUi 

maJc of boards. A neat temple occupies one 
extremity ot the endosure. The ^irateroity re- 
tmeA ue witih great cheerfulneos^ aiid« almir 
lequeftt, readily admitted u» into the interior of 
the temple. Hem, taieed to about the middle 
height of the edihce, on a broad platform or 
altar* we discovered about fifty gikkd imagee 
of Baddlrn, all in the sitting posture. The prin- 
cipal image, consideraUy aba?e the human star 
tore, was {Jiaced behind, and over him was 
raised a sort of aidied canopy canred and 
gilded wood. The otliers were ranged close be- 
fioiehim. On each com^ of the altar, with their 
faces turned towards the images, clothed in the 

usual costume of their order, and in the attitude 
of devotion, stood two priests. The general 
fi^rm of the figure of Buddha was not essentially 
diflbrent ficm that worshipped by the nativei of 
Ceylon. The hair is short and curled, the head 
aomoiuited by a flame or f^ory, the cciailie* 
nance placid, benign, and contemplative* They 
have given somewhat of a Siameee, or rather 
Tartar expression to the features^ b^ rather 
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fMnibnging the eyebfows, and giving an obliquity 

lo the eye ; the nose is more sharp» and the hps 
my thidk. 

The Buddha of the nativeB of Ceylon, on the 
Qontrary, is a ottnplele modd of Hia ancimt 

Eg3rptiau or Ethiopian countenance, from which 
their images never deviate in the slighleit de^ 

gree. There can be no question, however, that 

both nations intend to rq^resent one and the 

same personage. 

Nearly in the centie of this endosure, a tem* 
porary building, of a pyramidal form, and con- 
i^tuted of successive stages, was then building. 
We wereinfiyrmed that this was intended to oon* 
tain the funeral pile on which the body €£ a 
chief, who had died about five mcxidis before, 
was to be burnt in the course of another month ; 
it being dMomary, amcmgst Siamese df rank, to 
preserve the bodies of their relations in their 
housea for a greater or shorter period, aocofding 
to the ranli of the deceased. Great preparaticms 
vrane now making for the apptoodiing oersBiony, 
and, in a building close by, we found some priests 
«l woik, painting devices fior the ooeasiott* These 
were principally grotesque figures uf old men, 
monsters, serpents, &c. 

In the course of the evening, we called upon 
the relative the late chi^» He seemed well 
pleased at our taking notice of tiie preparations 
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that were going ibrwarvi, and still more when I 
ezjpressed a desire to see the body, which lay ia 
one end of the room, behind a white screen. 
He iounediately led us to the place, cast the 
flcreen aside, and exhibited an oblong box, co- 
vered with wliite muslin, and omaioeiited with 
green-cdolired and gold-leaf fringe. 

We proceeded along the bank for nearly two 
miles, on a paved path- way; the giound here 
being low and swampy. This village rarely exhi- 
bits more than two or three houses in depth from 
the river ; yet, extending in a continuous line for 
several miles, the population must be very con* 
siderable. We passed several other handsome 
tuples. It should be observed, that at the 
monastic institution mentioned above, there is a 
battery facing the river, but it cannot be said 
to command it. Here there are ten or twelve 
ixoa gans» nu>unted on decayed carriages^ half 
sunk into the earth, and at present unservice- 
able. 

Marck2dth. — The boat whidi had gone the day 

beibre returned during the night, and we now 
saw it in its usual place. The Malay, whom we 
had met at the house of the cliiei, and who Imi 
been sent to meet us, returned in it. He came 
on board in the course of the morning, and stated 
that the ship might proceed up the river, with- 
out dela^ ur restriction of any sort The aiichoT 
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was accordingly immediately weighed, and thcn^ 
the tide was against us, we proceeded up with an 
easy breeze. The banks of the river were still very 
low ; they were thickly -planted with the Mof^ 
wfakfa gare them a picturesque appearance ; in 
the background we observed the betel palm to 
grow in great abundance, and to appearance 
spontaneously, the ground being too low to ad« 
mit of coltiyation. Besides these, the jungle 
consisted of various species of Calamus, and of 
bamboo, and long grass. Proceeding farther up 
the river, extensive plains opened in prospect. . 
Hiey presented rather a steril aspect* theiiai^ 
vest having been lately gathered in. Tliese 
plains occupy the left bank of the river, over 
which they were nov^ elevated about eight or 
ten feet. We were given to understand, that in 
the rainy season they are covered with water, 
to the depth of two or three teet, and are there- 
fiire well adapted for the cultivation of rice. 
They appeared to extend as far as the eye could 
leacii. Between them and the river, there is a 
narrow strip of jungle. Houses are interspersed 
along the bank, and surrounded by e3Etensive 
plantations of areca pahns, plantains, and a few 
ooooa-mit trees. The houses are small, but 
neat, consisting of one or two rooms, raised 
about three feet fiom the ground. The opposite 

side cf the river is covered with jungla The 

I 
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bunks are tolerably steep, vvitlx very deep water, 
fim thirty to nxQrfeetiiM to The 
mud is stiff, plastic, forming, in all probability, 
an oosUeiit soil Th^ gautkniaii of our party 

went on shore in the evening, as we lay il 

andiCHr, mituog the turn of luto. Tbsy shot 
sef al species of birds, amongst which weie n 
bmutiM PigeoQ, a Mixyx^ and the blue Jay of 

We saw the Adjutant, and several species of 
Faloo flying about 

About sun-set, we again weighed anchor, and 
condimedto proeeed up the Titer till about mid* 
night. We now began to be much molested 
frith musquitoes* 

i^Iarch 2dth. — We recommenced proceeding up 
AariTer at an early hour, and about 8 A.M. east 
anchor nearly opposite to the middle of the town. 

In the oouxse of our progress this morning, 
the various scenes upon the river afforded con- 
aiderabla intereat Numerous small canoes, fer 

the most part carrying but one individual, small 
oovered boats, &c, w^e plying in ev^ direc- 
tion. The market-hour was now approaching, 
and all seemed life and activity. Here one w 
metre of the priests of Buddha were guiding 
their little canoe on its diurnal eleemosynary 
exeurabn. There an eU woman hawked betd, 
plantains, and punqpkins. Here you saw canoes 
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were proceeding from house to house, on theit 
tare in the busy scene was the appearance of Aft 

1unims» flofOing oa Ifaa walK; m lows aboul 
tight, ten, or more, in depth, from liie Imnk. 

fltliUng. The houses were built of boards, of • 
neat oblong fr>rm» and traraids the river p(ii% 
mltd wHh a wrafad ptatfcnn, en whidi warn 
displayed numarous articles of mercJiaDdiae: 
flmit, rioa, Biaat, Isap lUa was, in ftol, a floats 
ing bazar, in whioh all the tariouB products of 
CUna and of the country exposed for aale. 
At either end the houses were bound to loi^ 
hawibonS driven into the rivsr. Timy are thus an* 
iMed to move from place to place according as 
eooffmiaMa may dtnaiid. Hmj house is fbr- 

nislied with a small canoe, in which they visit, and 

go ftcHii i^aae to plaoe to tvaosaet business. Al- 

raost all those collected in this quarter seem to be 
oocu|aad by maichaats, many oi tham vejry petty 
no dowbt, and by tradespeople, as dtoa-mators, 
iailois» The latter occupatiaiis are followed 
aknosl endusiyely by the CMiiesa. Theliousas • 
tie in general very small* consisting of a princi- 
pal iMRtve mom, and one or two small ones, iba 
centre being open in front, for the display of 

tbsir wafas. The houses are from twenty to 

I s 
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thirty feet in Ictngth, and about ball that space 
in breadth. They consist of a single stage, the 
floor rais^ above the winter about a foot, and 
the roof thatched with palm leayes. At low wa* 
ter, when the stjream is rapid, there appears to 
be but little business done in these shops. Hieir 
proprietors are then to be seen lolling or sleeping 
in front of thdr wiarehouses, or otherwise enjoy* 
ing themselves at their, ease. At ^all hours of 
the day, however, many boats are passing and 
repassing. They are so light and sharp in their 
form, that they mount rapidly against the stream. 
They are rowed with paddles, of which the long 
canoes have often eight or ten on each side. The 
number of Chinese appears to be very consider- 
able; they display the same activity. and indus- 
try here that they do wherever they are to be 
found. Their boats are generally laiger, and 
rowed by longer paddles. They have a sort of 
cabin, made of basket-work, in the centre, which 
serves to contain their ^Bfects, and answers the 
purposes of a hcwse. Many of them canry pieces 
of fiesh pork up and down the river fi>r sale. 

The river at Bankok is about a quarter of a 
mile in breadth, without including the space oc- 
cupied on each side by floating houses. It car- 
ries down a large body of water, and contains 
a large proportion of soft mud ; its depth, even 
close to the bank, generally varies Irom six to 
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ten fathoms, whilst its rapidity is about three 
miles an hour. As &r as we oould yet judge, not 
having beea on shore, we suspected that by 
&r the greater part of the popuktbn lived, on 
the water, in floating houses, moveable from 
place to place. The inoonvenieDoes of a city 
built in this manner must be numerous. The 
houeeB are small, the aooommodations trifling, 

and t!ic occupants must be ever on their guard 
against aocidents, . A trifling population must 
in this way occupy a vast extent of ground. 
You . look in vain tor any thing b^ter than a 
small, kw hut, of one stage only in height 
These little houses, or huts, it is true, are gene- 
rally handsome and neat, but they make, on the 
whole, a paltry, though to us a novel, appear- 
ance. Their form is diiefly Chinese, as is allso 
that of their temples. 
In the course of the day, two children, about 

six years old, the son and nephew of the minis - 
t^ who oondacts all the business carried on 
between the court and Europeans of every de- 
scription, came on board to see the ship, bring* 
ing with them a present, consisting of sweet- 
meats and fruits. They were neatly dressed, 
from the waiit downwards, and had their bodies 
slightly rubbed over with a yellowish colour, 
dfiier tunneric or powdered sandal wood. They 
wacQ round the neck several ornaments of gold 
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and precious stones, none of them of muob valudi 
EKhhud a kmg neddaot tdmocMMm iaC m 
gold thronm orer the shoulder^ and suspended 
ftom the nsck a larger btoad^ gddm tnaHMil* 
studded with diamonds, sapphires, and rubies, 
dl of inferior quaUty and of liifliiiffYalu^ lika 

all Indian children, they shewed a wonderful 

piQOOcity ixuuuiei»» noiKiixliog tbemsdlvis wiUi 
the greatest ease and ^opriety* 

lu the eveoiug we were visited by a maa of 
irank) second to the niiiiiataraUiKM Heivai 
an old, lively, and inquisitive man^ upwards of 
aixty-ftve yeaia of age. He cama in one of tha 
liing's boata, which was rowed by men dressed 
in coarse SGurlet doth. 

This old gentleman conversed for some time 
with great aaie and affitbiiity, inquixad into lha 
respective rank and occupation oi the several 
gwtfaaaen of the misiicn* and seamed to wel« 

come us with great cordiality. He soon intimated 
ttiat the olyeci of hia visit waa to pnxm the 
letter from the Governor-General to the King. 
He bad brought with hiaa a handaome goUaa 
cup for its reception* On this, the letter, wrapt 
in gold tissue, was plaoed in his preseooe. On 
his ex^ressin^ a wish to depart, Mr. Crawfurd 
took up the cup» and raising it to liis head^ pro* 
caeded through a double line of sepoys, with 
pre^ted arms, drdwn out for the oocasioa, to 
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the gangway, from which he handed it down to 

QUA of tha flnantlfmnAn nf the mifitainii nIariHi in tim 

tAi«r^ ImM to iwetTO it Tte kili«riMiV0itNl 

k to tbe dia&& who plsu^ad it negligently oh a 
|MoeQfddcarpet» fiawltidilie6a)L 

JIarc/i 30lA.«-«The Portuguese^ whooontiaui4 
to Tisit oil fiom tinie to <ii&69 bioiight a mttiMig^ 

from the minister Peea-Suri-Wong-Moatree, to 
the efieet» that he wcwdd be faappy to aocomaiodati 
the mission with a faou^ during their stay at Baa- 
koiu The oBac was accepted, and^ at the re- 
quest of Mr. Crawfuid, Captain Macdonald went 
on above to eauttnina the house. His mfKxl waa 
far from flattering to our expectations. The 
buikiiog, which appeared to ba an out4idiisef 
iUtcaideJ for a store-room, contained but four 
iBMdlf jU-*Taiitilat6d nxffiis» the ^pproM^ to whkh 
led through a trap-door from below, and on three 
aides they were ahuost entirely excluded trom 
fresh air. There was not a single out>bauae fbr 
the aoQoounodatioQ of a numerous train of fid- 
lowers. Hie piam waa besides cootpletdy shm 
out from the court, and the open space occupied 
bytbaidiief hinueU^ yftbom acooinitiDdalioiis ap* 
pcared to be abundantly ample and comibrtable* 
A list of the penona fcrmiiig the aoite of the 
Agent of tlie Govermn^-Gen^al had been traiis- 

laittod to the Buaiatet at an early period after 
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oar arrival, by wfakb he must have been con- 
vinced that the house he had allotted was 
totally inadequate fx the aooommodation of the 
party. Besides^ the manner in whidx it bad 
been granted, waa cateilatiwi to aivaken sua- 
picion that he either wished to have the mission 
entirdiy at hia own disposal, earohiding every 
one else from visiting us» and be enabled to 
keep the strictest wateh over our conduct, or 
that he wished to degrade it, by affecting to 
regard it as of but little importance. The latter 
influence appeared the more probable, from the 
circumstance of his own accommodations being 
abundantly respectable and ample, and yc* Ae 
number of bis retainers did not appear to equal 
that of our MkmevB. With Asktics, as with 
other nations, it is the custom for the government 
to pvovide accommodation for persons sent on 
the pubhc service from one court to another, in 
an official capacity. 

In the present instance, it was conferred by 
an individual, in a very inadequate mann», and 
as a matter of favour and of indulgence on his 
part It should be observed, however, that the 
number of houses built of brick and mortar, and 
roofed with tiles, is here very scanty; and, 
although the house allotted for the use of tlie 
mission was in ail respects inferior to those oc- 
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copied by the diiaf, yet it is possible that they 
may liave ooosidered it as admirably adapted &x 
thepurpbee. 

No person of rank had yet waited ou the 
Agent to the Govemor Oeneral, and all ocNniiiih 
xiicatioa with the minister was carried on through 
ifae Malay so cAen aUiided to, aman to all ap- 
pearance of low rank, cunning, suspicious, and 
artfiil in the bluest degiee. He could be lodced 
upon only in the light of a vigilant spy, supple* 
fitwning; and fiumliar* yet re^dy to take advaa- 

tage of every expression, and of every act of our 

coiKiuGt, nor were the most trifling and indif- 
ferent matters beyond his notice ; and, on one 
occasion, when a young gentleman on board, 
not ccxineoted with the mission, went to Tisii 
the Portuguese Consul, this man meanly traced 
his steps, and Mowed him into the house. His 
character was besides publicly spoken of a^ 
being litde short of in&mous ; and, on more 
than one occasion, he had been treated by the 
capiains of American and European ships with 
a degree of harshness and rigour which no man 
possessed of the least degree of feeling or of 
credit could have possibly submitted to. His 
partaailar duty is to superintend the conduct of 
the Malays who frequent this port. I may ob- 
s^e of this man, that he appeared to be about 
forty -five years of age. He was tall, active, and 
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distiaguubed from that sect of Mohammedans so 
QUmeRHis oil tbe coast of Malate^ 
illd Ceylon, and usually known under the gene- 
Ill Md itldflfilliU Tte 
sect is called Mopla. They are, for the most 
{Mit, petty traderBy and aia generally to be saaa 

hawking their wares about the houses of Euro- 
peaoa* They fihave the liead, and wear oa iia 
crown a small white cap. Tbm mati il#hy« 
wore aucti a eap : the upper part of his body 
was mked: mmi the labm he wore a pleoe of 
coarse dotb^ turned up between tb& legs, and* at 
tfmes^ a coarse shawL Such were the accoBh 
plishments, and such the appearance of Kodiai- 
Sabac, a man whom H was soaroe poBriUe 10 
look upon without distrust. 
^ The ship had not yet been secured^ before m 
message was brought by this man to demand 
the presents fcr Ae king. A list of the aitides 
had been demanded^ and forwarded as soon as 
we enteied the mouth of the river. Their firsi 
object was to procure an EngHsh horse, ori- 
ginally intended as a presoit for the king of 
Cochin China. It ^vould seem that they were 
much pleased with this gift» and indeed thsy 
were etfuck with astonishment at the great value 
ot the presents in gi^ral, and hence they could 
Imt ill ccxiceal their joy on the occasion^ and 
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tel tfiay had bmm wmmtmmA ia imiw 

giSA q£ such value. UixUke the mm dvilieed 
iMM of fiirllieir India* the Siaoian ooortf in 
the urgency and frequency of its demands* be* 
tnyed n degree of laMiuMa anl avidifcy in tliii 
natter at gnce disgusting and disgracrfuL For 
flemal soocessiTe days, tbefe was no mi to 
their importunities. The most yaluable^ as well 
is ile most Irii^ atlififaM^ were taken aWay 
without the least ceremony, and intrusted to the 
Moorman and a few oMUOcm labouiem. In Hm 

course of the day, a mean-looking person came 

an board, saying, that he was desired to take 

away the presents. The circumstance appeared 
saspicioufi. He was Icdd that he oould not have 
them, on ^friiich he went away apparently quite 
satisfied. It is probable that this man had been 
asm by the |yrfnee, or some elher person of 
rank* to pry imo the affiuTi as the Moorman 
aBsertedlhat he was unauthorised to make any 
5uch demand. The articles, as they came up* 
with the exception of Ae home, consisting of 
superfine cloth, English shawls, muslins, glasa 
wate, were 
taken to the minister*s house, where they under* 
want a seveie nmitiny. 

Tbb Portuguese consid at this place now sent 
apenminhi84Baite to wait upon the Agent of 
the Govemot Oen^ral. He spoke French with 
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idLemble accuracy, and excused the consul frooi 
not Gomiog ia person, allegijig as tbe reasoa» 
dial die court wdidd look upon such a Yisit In 
an uu&YOurabie light, on account of our not 
having as yet paid a visit to Ihe king; but that 
ceremgny ovar> he would have the pleasure 
calling. 

On wishing to go on the river ia the evening, 
we we 
were to be prisoners, and restricted from inter- 
course with the peo|de until the ceremony of our 
introduction should be over. The only latitude 
we could aspire to was to pass from the ship to 
file house on shore occupied by the Agent of the 
British government, at the distance of a few yards 
only. This cuoumstance was the more irksome^ 
from the day of our intended introduction having 
been put off for another week, and it was ren- 
dered the more disagreeable by the inadequate 
aocnmnindation they had assigned to the mis* 
sion. They seemed anxious only to procure 
presents, and presents m any shape were eagedy 

snatched at. They shewed none of those little 

attentions so pleasing to strangers, and under- 
stood by every people who have made the least 
progress in civilization. Their conduct in this 
respect formed a striking and unfavourable con- 
trast with that of the Barman people towards 
Coknel Symes on a similar oocasiont Neither 
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fruit nor any other refreshment was offered to us ; 
nor was the assistance of labourers to be pro- 
cured even when solicited. It was myst^ously 
faulted that the king would provide our people 
with food during our stay, but no such o&r was 
ever tendered. The oanduct of the court was 
that of marked neglect, which, in a people noto* 
liousiy 'guided by oeifemony and fonn, oouU only 
be attributed to design, and in no d^ree to ig* 
noranoe» Their conduct neither amounted to 
personal insult, nor to ostensible contempt ; aiid 
it is perfectly evident that they entertained pro; 
per sentiments of respect for our government, 
and an iii-concealed dread of its well-known 
power, from which we might have inferred that * 
they would make no difficulty in granting what* 
ever sadi a government would deign to ask. 

In the evening a message was brought by the 
Bfalay, to say that the minister would be glad to 
see Mr. Crawfurd. Accompanied by Captain 
DangerfieU, he accordingly made him a visit. 
He received them in a large and lofty hall, open 
OQ one side, spread with carpets, aiKi hung with 
glass lights and Chinese lanterns. They took 
flieir seats on carpets spread for the purpose, 
and were entertained with tea, fruit, and Chinese 
preserves. It would appear that the conversa- 
tion was of a general nature, and rather formal. 
They were well-pleased with the attention of the 
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chief* and spoke &youraUy of their leceptkm. 
HserfBered ta mate wH n t n toff rt io M mm dmmoi 
necessary to fit the house for our eonveiueQce> 
an oAr lAddi be mhmxifmAif bom liide in hh 
membf wce» The servility which ihe altendants 
of thia mm obaervad towaida appaaialo 

have been ([uite disgusting, and altogether de- 

giaaing to humamty/ During tba arboia of the 
visit they lay prostrate on the earth h^aee bin, 
and at a diatanoe. Whan aririreisffrij they did 
not dare to oaat Hmt 

raising the head a little, and touching the &xq^ 
baad witk both hatxla itmtad in tbe manner by 
which we would express the most eameat suigr 
|ilt<i^t ffn» tbeir looki still d i r M tg d to Ihe gmod^ 
they whispered an answer in the most humili* 
atinirtane« The wmimiir in wfaink bewaa an* 
proached by the servants of his household was 
evan eiiU more revolting to nature. When re* 

freshments were ordered, they crawled forward 
on all fours, sqpported on the elbow and toes, 
the body being dragged on the ground. In this 
manner they pushed the diahea befixe them ton 
time to time, in the best manner that their oon- 
stiainedand beaat-like attitude would admit, uu« 
til diey bad put them into their {daee, when 
they retreated backwarda in the same gioveUing 
manner, but without turning round. 

How abominabki how revoltmg thia aasump* 
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lion of desjiotic power ! that would vainly assi- 

that could trample under its feet xkoi only the 
body, degndfag it to tiie conditiott of tha bratai 
beasts of the £eld, but eveu the mind q£ man. 
anl raoder fMTvilitf pofpotii^ 

Yet this haughty chief was himself but a mi* 
nister of the fifth otdet in mpsftiniM, doomd 

to take his turn of beast-like grovelling, as was 
iubsequesUy exhibitid en viAitiag CihromaB» 
son to the king. Every man here is doomed 
to ccawl oa the earth be£cm his mspmot^ Tba 
natiofi musl be eonridersd at endrelyliia ihw m 
of the king» ot whose lives, as well as prcpei^t 
be can dispose at will. 

Hasten^ ooBumuidi came wHli apover rvMm, 
To lA •MMn ttM rtiainh sitjtetiwu * 

A few days after this Mr. Crawfiixd, acoompa- 
nied by Lieutenant Rutherfurd, visited the 
Frince Chroma-chit» an illegitimate son of the 
reigning king. The hour appoioted was about 
eight o'clock in the evening. 

He was seated in the middle of a spacious 
hallt ornamented chieiiy in the Chinese style. 
Gommon looidng-glasses, Dutdi glass, shadesi 
lamps, and Chinese lanterns adorned the waUs 
and were suspended ftom the ceiling. Hie 
prince received them sitting, and on their en* 
tmnee pointed to carpets placed at a distance 
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for the visitors to sit upon. Like most other 
Siamese men of rank, the prinoe is uooamniCNily 
stout, and rather bloated with &X» His ibrm is 
unwieldy and coarse, his manner giaye and im- 
bending, and his general appearance that of 
being much older than he really is* The con- 
versation, as reported by Mr. Eutherford, turned 
npoa the usual topics of public visits at Asiatic 
courts ; such as the length of our voyage, the age 
of the visitors, their ordinary employments ; the 
health of the Governor General of India ; the 
State of England, and so &rth. After scone 
tune, boxes contuning betel and tobaooo sprouts 
were ofiered; and afterwards sweetmeats in 
profusicm were introduced. 

It is always the custom at this court to visit 
the prince, previously to visiting the king. AI* 
most all matters of government, in whatever de- 
partment, are in the hands of this prince, ipidio is 
considered to have shewn genius and talent equal 
to the great charge with which he is intrusted. 
All matters relating to peace or war, to foreign 
inteioourse, or to domestic regulations, to affiurs 
of rehgion, of policy or of justice, are equally 
at his disposal, and rarely re&rred to the king, 
but for the purpose of gaining his final consent. 
The inferior agents of government are entirely 
under his control, and have no power to do any 
thing of themselves without first obtaining his 
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opinioQ, for whidi purpose tliey generally mat 

upon him twice a-day. He, at this interview, as 
dkl the king afterwands on tfae.oocasioii of our 

introduction to him, signified that Suri Wong 

Moatsee *, the chief who hadLaiscomioodated the 
party with a house, would make known to him 
the objects of their mission, and at the same time 
expressed Us attthoritative expectation that this 
chief was attentive to our wants* 

The suboodssion of the attandaiits was on this 
occasion even more maiked than that obsenred 
towaida Suri Woi^, who was himself now 
amongst the number strewed on the ground in. 
humble obeisanoe towards their prinuce. -The 
latter conversed thiuugh the medium of the 
Malay, or rath^ Moorman, by whicfa name I 
shall call him in future, who was on this occasion 
assiitted by another personage of the same de- 
scription, who spoke the Hindustani with to- 
teaUe accuracy. The two Malay interpreters 
of the Agent of the Governor General were not 
permitted to be present. 

It is customary amongst the Siamese to send 
home after the visitors the sweetmeats which had 
been biought forward during the visit, as it is 
also to place on the floor before tb^ the presents 

* Sur} a Vangia Mantri: thii title is Sanskrit* signifying coun^ 
sdior of the Unesce of the son* 

K 



190 



MISSION TO SIAH 



they made* This was done by Suri Wong* 

and by this prince, and again was this ceremony 
observed when m were intiodiioed to the loagw 

though in the latter case the most insignificant 

only of die piMciits ftoiD the Oo?emor Gei^^ 

Bengal were introduced, and these were so laid 
out as to make the least possible display* 

Namevoos were the propoiab» and man nn* 
merous the reports brought irom day to-day i»f 
apectiog tlie ew mnop i ea to be petfiMBfiad bj us 
cm being presented at court Many conferences 
bad taken place between Mr. Crawfind and the 
Moornoan on the important topic, and matters 
were i^med by the latter to the diieC Suxi 
Wong. What the nature of these conferences 
weia I aai altogrther igioorant» not haTing 

been present at them ; and, indeed, as I do not 

understand Malay an» the language in which they 

were carried on> my presence was the less 
necessary* Xt was to be leared, however* that 
lbs omming Moorman would exert every means 
in his power» and leave nothing untried to induce 
conplianee on the part of the Agent of the Gover- 
nor General* with all the ceremonies prescribed 
by the Siameaa courts of wboae moderation, in 
matters of tiiis nature, we might in some degree 
judge, by the haughty demeanour of the few 
chiefs we had yet been. It was, thereibre, alike 
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the interest, as it was tlie Undisguised intention 
of the MoDnnaii to . dun merit with Ms mth 

ployers in proportion to his success in the pre- 
sent matter. He oommeiiced by introducing the 

questicai in the most artful and clever manner, 

boldly assel1i^g that a repoit had gcue abroad to 
flieeflbetAatthe public Envoy of the Government 
of Bengal meant to act in a disiespectiui mannec 
towanb ibe King c^Siaoos^at it was bis mten* 
tbn^ throwing his arms impudently behind hia 
back, to stand befcre the idng witbnt diewing 
any mark of respect whatever. Mr. Crawftud 
rq^iedt that so fiur fiont this being the case, he 
had come to do honour to the King of Siam 
he&re his subjecta^ and then . mentioned what 

ceremonies he was willing to perform. With 
this aaaurance the Mooxman waa said, to haye 
gone away contented. 

Another matter, which appears to have oieated 
much discmssiiCHfi andfiraqoeiit Tefersnoe, vegaided 
the manner in which the members c^ the mission 
rihoidd proceed to the pfause of audieoee. It was 
first proposed, that afier proceeding to the usual 
landing-place m boats, they should thaice con- 
tinue on to the audience hall. This proposal 
wi£ given up ftv that of goiog on horseback, 
and this- last finally to that of being carried in 
palanquins. 
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Matters were at length settled, and we were 
gi?» to UBdeiBtaiid that we were to proceed 

to the palace at an early hour on the following 
day. 

I aooompanied Mr. Crawfurd on an early visit 
to Uie Bsikalan, Suri. Wong Moatiee. Oa this 
occasion he was seated on a pieee of red carpet, 
and leaned on a cushion ; he ro$us up as 
we a[ilaied» and pciiited to a mattreis oovered 
with chiniz, placed near to the door for us to sit 
on. His manner appeared to me to . be atifi^ 
haughty^ assuming, and altogether without dig- 
iiiiy to support it The oonverBafcioQ between 
him and Mr. Crawfurd lasted nearly half an 
hour, and turned chiefly on oommeidal matters. 

He stated that the country could furnish annually 
50,000 peculs of sugar, and^30,000 of p^per. 
He appeared to have greatly exaggmiled the 
annual produce in benzoin, and observed^ that 
• the fisests oould supply sapan wood in any 
quantity. He desired to know if the Siamese 
wQuU be permitted to purchase arms in our ports 

in India. 

When we returned on board, CapC Danger- 

field remained behind after breakfast, for the 
jHirpose of being ii^bnoed reefiecting tb^ naiiire 
of the ceremonies to be performed by us on the 
fc^wing day in the royal preseocew In the 
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course of the day we received a note from 

Capt. D., stating that Mr. Crawfurd wished to 
see as oa.ahore on ainatler of duly. We fiMnd 
that there existed a diflference of opinion on the 
subject in question. * • ♦ . i 
' ♦ * ♦ « m m 

Hiis was the first we had heard of the mat* 
in a serioas waj. We had often in a 
jocular manner talked on tlie subject, but, as 
has been observed, we weie yet ignorant of 
what was expected of us. Immediately ther&> 
after* however, the nature of the intflnded 
hitaticms was pointed out to us, diiiering cer- 
tainly very materially from what we had anti- 
cipated, and from what Mr. C. had pointed 
out on a tomiu evening ae that which we 
were to perform. The mode of salutation, in 
its present shape, admitted of little objection ; 
and, aooordingly, after a very few Femarics, we 
agreed to the performance of it. We. were to 
take off our dioea at ffae door of the hall of 
audience; when we had entered, we were 
to take, off our hats, and makmg a bow in the 
English manner, we were to advance to the seats 
appointed for ub, and there sitting down» with 
the legs bent backwards and under na, but a 
little to one side, we were to make three salnta- 

m 

tions with the hands united before the face, 
tonchmg the fbrebead each time. The union of 
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the handi m tfdft maimer appearii^ lo be ex* 
pressive of supplication, and being used as the 
iign thereof, by many A8tailics» Capt* Danger* 
field proposed that in its stead we should salute 
in the mamier done at some of the Hinda oou^ 
by performing the salain with both hands, raising 
them aeparatafy to the head at the aame time. 

It was observed that the difference was very 
immaterial^ and that thereiora the Siamese mode 
ahoold be preferred ; besides it appeared that , 
the members of the mission might perfocm the \ 
aalutation with more or kss eorrednes^ as they ^ 
judged proper, and that it would be deemed 
ewNigh if they touidied the forehead ivith the ^ 

bands in any way, 

JfrU 8.-^11 had been oommmiicated to ua 

that the ceremonies of the day would coaunence 
at an early hour. Aoooidin^y about aeven ] 
A.M. we were in attendance on the Agent to the 
Governor General At dght o'dodk two boate, a 
large and a small one, shaped like canoes, and 
turned up at the bow aud stern, had come Sx ^ 
iSm purpose of taking m^ to the palace. The ' 
larger had, I thmk, thirteen paddles, and a »yy > n ^ 
toaleerit. It was without ornament of any sort, ^ 
plain, but neat, with a boarded space in the ^ 
centre, over which was elected a sort of maHed ^ 
roof. A piece of old carpet^ and a small, but ^ 
okl velvet cushioot were placed iq[i0D this boarded 
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ipaoe. The rowers ia this boat woift dressed in 
mps and loois jadrals maidb of fxmnB rpd daih. 

The other boat was ot* smaU dimensiom, bu( 
ahMi prnndad with a leat in tiM «enti«b idod a 

cover similar to that of the former. 

in thi» thm weve itetioned only 4tc or liac 
Towers, none of whom appeared to be Siamese. 
Their appaaranoe was very wieUdied and mean, 
Tliey had scarce a rag of clothes of any de- 
ienptkxiy Bad consisted of boys and daisiapit 
M men. The giiaid of Sepoys, amcxintlRg to 
thirty in number, were placed in the ship's long* 
boat, and preeaded us to the fauafing-plaoe near 
Id the palaoe, where they waited the arrival of 
the Britiah Agent. 

The Barkalan, Suri Wong Montree, set out at 
an early hour, dressed in his robes of eenmumy 

k)r the occasion. 
The Moonnan, Khodiai-Sahac. was inattmd* 

ance to conduct the mission to the palace, and 
wImi die boats ware ready, gave intimation that 
it was time to proceed. The simdler hoat waa 
oociq^iedby the servants and foilowers of the 
mission, wbiio the Agent to Ae Governor General, 
ipanied by the gentlemen oi his suite, entered 

two Portuguese, 



HMniiii 












thehffger. In tUa we 

who bad been born in the country ; one of them 
a nspeetable-looking man. They were appa* 

mtly sent to act as interpreters by the way. 
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The more respectable-looking of the two, seeing 
that I spokB the . Portuguese language very.im- 
perfectly, to my grest. mirprise addressed me in 
the Latin language; : The purity of his phmseo- 
logy excited my surprise stffl moie. It /was 
vastly superior to the monkish jargoUi spokeu 
by certain orders of the clergy in some parts of 
the Continent of Europe. Yet this man had re- 
ceded his education in Siam> in the Catholic 
seminary of this place. I concluded that he 
was of the derical order, but in this I was mis- 
taken. 

Our boats, accompanied by a small one. which 
ocmveyedtbe Moorman, proceeded towards the 
palace at a moderate rate. Our presence « seemed 
to excite but Utde attention on the part of the in- 
habitants of the floating houses which line the 
banks of the rii^r, occupied almost exdtisively 
by the Chinese, or on the part of those on board 
^ the junks, or those passing and re>pas8ii^ on the 
river. Some were observed to laugh immoderately, 
while others covered the &ce to conceal mirth 
which might be considered as rude. A few mi- 
nutes brought us to the landing?place» within a 
few paces of the outermost wall of the palace. 
The Sepoys had arrived here before us, and now 
disembarked and drew up in a line on theioad. 
The boat which conveyed the servants, being 
wry mdiflferently supplied with rowers, was still 
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far behind, so that we had to wait in our boat 
till their arrival. The place 'we-lauded at was 
dirty, inconvenient, and lumbered with wood 
and small canoes. It might have been taken ibr 
die entnmoe into a wood-meitliaiif s yaiWl* thn 
many of which this was much less clean and c(»i- 
▼enient As great a crcywd of people, abnoBl; 
entirely males, as could be collected together in 
BO SDudl a space was assembled, aild 
viewed us with much, but I cannot say with re- 
spectfiUt cuaosHy. The gate and vraU of the 

palace were lofty, but mean-looking and in bad 
taste ; neither were the three other gates and 
inner walls that we passed remarkable for the 
opposite qualities, not even for labour in their 
coQfllxiiction, or strength in the design. 

Our servants having arrived, we landed, and 
ilie palanquins intended for oiir convey anoe were 
produced. Without our being aware of it, they 
had come along with us in the boat ; aciiciinb- 
stance which will excite but little surprise when 
it is known that these palanqnins oonsistad 
merely of a netting in the exact shape of a 
sailor's hammodk suspended fiom a pde. A 
small piece of carpet was spread in the centre, 

was carried on the shoulders 
of two men, one at each end of the pole. We 
at first experienced a little difficulty in preventing 
ourselves from rolling out of this contrivance. 
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and our awkward Mtempts to do so seemed to 
aflbrd great anmBemejit to the gpectatora, who 
fcepldioiitnigalaiidimtflwe wm gate. 

We took posseaBion of our vehicles in the 
oriler of our r iw |i e c tt ve ranka, the Agent to the Qa> 
wroor General proceeding first In this maimer, 
aiHxnipaiMd by our Sepoys, the prooMHden 
passed to an inner gate, distant from the first 
about one hundred and fifty yards ; the road 
was dirty, and here and there coarsely paved, 
Atthia gate we ware detained Sx a few minutet, 
when it was thrown open. Here we w^cre di- 
rected to leave the vehicles, and proceed on foot 
We were alAe tame time directed to take off mt 
swords, and to leave the Sepoys here. We liad 
now entered a spacious and open court of greet 
extent, with various ranges of large tiled build- 
ings disposed in tolerable order, and tramrsed 
by roads paved with coarse-grained granite^ dis* 
posed in right lines. 

It deserves to be mcntumed, that at the gate 
lastHnoenttoned, the Moorman, Khocliai*Sahac» 
was joined by another man of the same caste. 
These, as well as other Moormen whom we saw 

on the present occaj-lon, were dressed in long^ 
loose gowns and turbans, ornamented with gokl 
leaf or tinssL The two Moormen proceeding in 
flont, and a crowd of spectators on either side, 
we walked to the distanos ef id)oiiiepe Imndffs4 
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jvRfal « a pawd ioid» yAim iamaiig a dioft 

way to the right, we were shewn into a large 
open buildup* of mean appearaiiee» and not 

particularly clean. We had as yet seen no 
gnanhi or aimed pentoiiB, and no one on duty 
except the people at the last gate. In front of 
Iha bttikUng we bad now entered, about au or 
eight elephants had been drawn up at regular 
diAtanoes, each fiunnounted by two men in quaint 
OMrtttBie. 

• In this room was placed a small platform, 
ndted about a foot from the ground, covered 
with a odarse white cloth, and close by a large 
old carpel was spread, on which we were de- 
gired to seat ourselves. Betel and tobacco 
gprcute were introduced on coarse brats dishes, 
and a like attention was paid to our servants, 
wfesat on the opposite side of the room. Ihe 

place was soon crowded with a multitude of low 

people, some of whom were resting on their 
knees, and others standing, and all of them were 
very noisy, insomuch, that now and then it was 
deemed necessary to coeice with the rod. The 
^diise and unsparing liberality with which it 
was ap{Aied, seemed to argue the great utility 
as well, as the frequent use of this sort of argu- 
msnt, and we neTer observed it to &il in pro* 
curing a temporary silence. After we had waited 

MBiwbat lesa then half an hour, it wae 
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notified by two men, drasaed in an upper gar- 

ment of white cloth, .in the fashion of a wide 
shirt, with a narrow strip <^ooarselace about the 
middle of the arm, and another at its extremity, 
that we were called for« These men aiqpeared 
to me to belong to the police department ; and 
afterwards, when they aooompanied us to see 
the elephants and other objects, they occasionally 
applied the rod with laudable vigour, to maintain 
Older amongst the rabble. Without addressing 
themselves to the Agent to the Governor Geoeralt 
they nowdelivered their message to the Mooim^ 
The latter proposed that we should here pull off 
our shoes, and walk the remainder of the way 
without them. This however was overruled, 
and we again turned into the road which we had 
left on entering. A line of men armed with 
muskets was drawn up on each sided theroad* 

and extended to the next gate. Nothing could 
be more ridiculous or more unsoldierlike than the 
appearance of this guard, composed of puny 
boys, scarce able to stand under a musket, and 
of men of an ages. In their caps only was there 
any thing like uniformity observable. These 
were all painted red, and I cannot give abetter 
idea of them than by saying that they exactly 
resembled the slouched hehnets once worn by the 
workers of fire-engines at home. They scarcely 
bad boldness jto look us in the &oe as we passed ; 
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and ammg the whole number, which perhaps 
might amount to one we 
a single flint, nor possiblj a serviceafale musket . 
Some bad bayonets with scabbards on their 
'muslDets, and others 'scabbaids without bayonieCs. 
With their muskets awkwardly and slovenly 
tahouldeiedt some on one side and some on the 
oilier, we passed tliem without exciting suffi- 
cient interest to obtain the least notice. 

When we had arrived at the gate in front, we 
were again desired to pull off our shoes. Our 
smants and followers were permitted to advance 
no lurtber» and even the interpreters to the 
Agent to fhe Oovemor General were not allowed 
to proceed. Leaving our shoes at this place, we 
advanoedy on a paved road, throng a passage 
about fifty yards in length, enclosed by a wall on 
eadi side, until we came to another, and the in- 
nermost gate. This also opened into a spacious 
oblong place, in which were diqioBed sevexal 

lofty and handsome buildings, occupied by the 

king, or appropriated to particular offices. This 
space was also intersected by coarsely paved 
roads, no way remarkable ibr cieanliness, breadth, 
or beauty. Facing the gate at whidi we last 
entered, there was drawn up a double line of 
musicians, one on eadi side of the load through 
which we advanced. A shrill pipe and uuiae- 

1008 tomtoms were the only instruments whose 
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nmds we hetfd, Aough m observed « nmnber 

ot men furnished with ho]iis» trumpets, chanks* 
The mnrie thougb rude, was nol inhanno* 
nious or displeasing to the ear. aad the ixu^r* 
nqpted beat, imiibim regularity, and aoftaew ef 
the tomtoms was even agreeable* On our right 
% numenntt body of men aimed vitb (rtout, 

black, glazed shields and battle axes, w e re dis- 
posed in several doie lines witbia a reilii^ rest* 
ing on their knees, and iteiost concealed by their 
shiekls; behind these were jdaced a few eto* 
pbankt, fiiiniifaed with scanty but rather elegant 
housings. Still preceded by the Moormen, we 
advaaoed akmly thnm^ tbe musicians to the 
distance of nearly thirty yards from tlie last gate, 
irtien auddng a sboit turn to the right, we en* 
lered a plaai-locking building, at one end, and 
soon found that this was the hall of andiefM)e, 
Fronting the door, and (xaicealing tiie whole of 
the interior apartment, there was pli w^ a C!hi« 
nese screen, covered with landscapes and small 
plates of iooking«glas& We baited ix a mcoient 
on the threshold, and taking two or three steps 
to the right, so as to get round the screen, we 
fcnnd ourselves suddenly, and somewhat miex« 
pectedly, in the presence of majesty, A more 
eurioas, more extiaoidiiiary, or nme impressive 
si^ht has perhaps rarely been witnessed than 

that on whiob we now gioad, witfi mingled feel* 
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kgi of regret, (I should say of indigiiaticii,) and of 

wander ; of wonder excited by the display of taste, 
^itwtww fflid richniMif in thftdftoorfttiooi : of T^^ttf^ 
or of indignation, caused by the debased coiidi- 
tioQ of a whole nalioD. Sudi a Mne waa noil 

cafculated to take a firm hold on the imagination. 

I ihallt howev^» eiufeaYOttr to describe it in ita 
true colours, and with the least possible aid fioEO 
that &culty. The hail waa Jbfty, wide, and well 
ailed, and appeaiod to bo about aixty or eighty 
feet in le^gth, aiul of prqfK>rtioQate breadth. Tho 
ooiling and walla were paintod with wioua co- 
lours, chiefly in the tbrm of wreaths and festoons ; 
tiie foof was supported by wooden pUlan, tea on 
each side, painted spirally red and dark grera4 
Soma small and rather paltry miiran weio dia* 

po&ed on the walls, glass lustres and wall shades 

wtto hiiDg in the centfo, and to the middla of 

each pillar wms attached a lantern, not mudi 
b^r than our stable lanterns. The floor was 
covered with carpets of different colours. Tho 
doors and windows were in suffident numbers, 
bat small and without croament ; at ihs fiirthor 
exiremity of the hall, a large liandsome curtain, 
awdo of doth co?oiod with tioad or gold loaf, 
and suspended by a cord, divided the space oc* 
cujned by the throne fiomiha rest id iha mpaA 
maoL On each side of tliis curtain there were 

phoed five or six angular but hsndsnma onm* 
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ments, called cItaJLt, consisting of a scries of small 
dioular taUes suspended ov^ each other, dimi- 
nishing gradually so as to form a cone, and hav- 
ing a fiinge rich doth of gold, or tissue, sus- 
pended from each tablet. 

A few.of the pisseuts fiom the Qovernor G«e- 
ral, as bales of cloth and cut-glass, were placed 
nearly in the middle of the room, and on one 
side ; but we nritfaer renudked the letter from the 
Noble Marquis,, nor did it appear that any notioe 
. whatever was taken of it on this public occasion. 
' With the exception of a space about twenty 
feel square, , in ftoQt of the throne, whidi was 
. dear, the. hall was crowded with people to 
excess. Those of. every rank, from the hi^iest 
to the lowest, from the heir apparent to the 
throne, to the meanest , slave present, had liis 
proper place assigned to him, by which alone he 
was to .be distinguished. The costume oi aU 
ranks was plain, neither rich nor showy. 

The curtain placed before the throne was 
drawn aside as we mtered. The whole multi- 
tude present lay prostrate on the earth, their 
mouths almost toudung the ground ; not a body 
or limb was observed to move, not an eye was 
directed towards us, not a whisper agitated the 
solemn and still air. It was the attitude, the si- 
lence, the solemnity of a miittiturie simultane* 
ously addressing the great Gkxi of the uaiverse, 
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rather than the homage of even an enslaved peo- 
ple. Not evea tUme, fertile ia a race of tyriait8» 
nor Dionysius himself, ever produced any degra- 
datioa to conq^e Yfith Hm in igaommy. 

Raised tfboot twelve feel above the floor, and 
about two yards behind the curtain alluded to» 
Am was an aidied niche, m whidi an obscure 
light was cast* of sutSicient size to display the 
human body to effiact, in the sitting posiaxe« la 
this Jiiche was placed the throng, projec4pg from 
the iratt a few feet H^re, on our eQlara]|oe# die 

king sat immoveable as a statue, his eyes di- 
rected forwards* He reseonbled in every respect 
an image of Buddha placed upon his throne; 
while the solemoity of the scene, and the attitude 
of devotion obsenred by the multitude, left little 
room to doubt that the t^ple had been the 
aouroe from whidi the monaidi of Siam had 
b(»:rowed the display of regal pomp* He was 
dressed in a dose jacket of goM tissue^ on his 
le& was idaced what appeared to be a sceptre ; 
but he wore neither crown nor odber cover* 
ing on the head, nor was the former emblem 
of the office, of royalty displayed on the occa« 
won. The throne was hung round with the same 
sort of doth whidi formed the curtain in front, 
aad behind it were placed two of the coni- 
caUhnped ornaments . formerly mentioned ; ex* 
cept in the quality of the clotli with which the 

L 
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HiioM mui mimNindeoU we oould otMer? e no in- 
dication of opulence, or of magaificence. There 
trana ndther jeweb» nor coBfly wockoiaiuihipf 

nor precious stones, nor pearls, nor gold ob- 
Mnrable about the person of the kingt hm tfaione, 
or his ministers. The latter were disposed in 
three Uaes laterally^ extending from the curtain in 
flont ; and tfaiift bounded on eadi side the empty 
ipace at the foot of the throne, according to their 
tespeotrre nudu. Hie diief Suriwong ivei 
placed at a very respectful distance* A consi* 
deiaUe degree of light was thrown laterally en 
the floor at the base of the tliioae, where large 
and elegant &n« weie waved by peTBoiie placed 
behind the curtain; This drcumstance added 
eoneidenible e£hct to the icene. 

Such is a sketch of the form and appearance 
of Siamese royalty* displayed on our entering 
the hall. Wlien we had passed the screen, and 
come in sight of the tbrone> we pulled off our 
hats and bowed in the European manner, the 
two Moormen at the same time lalling prostrate, 
and cmwling before us on the ground towaids 
the throne* We were desired to advance in a 
•loophig posture; a narrow speoe» about thiee 
feet in width, was left opw in the centre for us 
to advance throuirli. When we had advanced a 
few paces in this narrow space, being closely 
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from the throne more than half- the length of the 
faifi^ aU tii0 niiiuiteii being a oonaldoiaUe way 
in £ront of us ou either ^ide^ we were desired 
Id Mat CHMdhreB on the caipat» in the mnoir 

lane or space through which we had advanced, 
vibkik we did ki the bei^ way wo oUikl, the two 

MooiTnen placing themselves immediately ia 
fimit ot the Agwt totha Qdmnor General and his 
Assistant, for the space would only adniit of two 
pmam sitting beside each other. Mr. E. and 
I; therefore, placed ourselves iniinediately he^ 
hind the former. We now perfi^rmed the sahi« 
Ui&cm agreed Upon, aftef wUA a voiee ftom 
behind the curtain in front of the throne in- 
tmupted the silenee wUch had hhheitD "pre^ 
vailed^ by reading in a loud tone a list of the 
presents whicSi had been sent by the Qovemor 

General. 

The King now addfessed some qnestiMs to 

the Agent to the Governor General He -spoke in 
afirm though not a loud Tcioe; in his person he 

was remarkably stout, but apparently not bloated 
ct unwieldy ; he appeared to be about sizty*five 
years of ago. The questions were repeated by 
the person who had read the list of pr^nts^ 
and from him they were conveyed in whispers by 
several individuals» till they reached the Moor- 
mn, Koehai-Sahae, who, prartrate like the reM 
ou the ground, whispered them to the Agent to the 

LS 
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Governor General, in a tone which I could not . 
hear, though placed immediately behind the 
latter* Tlie answers to the throne were passed 
on m the sami^ way. From the tenor of these 
questions, as related afterwards by Captain Dan- . 
gttffield, it would ajqpear that they were a yery 
general nature, and not particularly interesting. 
While these questions were passing, betel,was , 
introduced in handsome silver vessels and gold 
cups. The audieooe having lasted about tw^y 
mimites, the King rose ftom his seat, and turn- 
ing round to depart, the curtain was inuuediately . 
drawn in front of the throne. On this all the 
people raised a loud shout, and turning on their 
knees* perfisrmed numerous salutations, touching 
the earth and their forehead alternately, with 
both hands united* The princes and xmnisters 
now assumed a sitting posture, by which, for the 
first time, we were enabled to observe their re- 
spective places. We left tlie hall of audience 
without further ceremony. A heavy shower of 
rain had fallen during the interview, and the 
roads leading to the different parts of the palace, 
at no time noted for deanUness, were noweorered 
with water and converted into a dirty puddle ; 
we therrfore requested to have our shoes, but in 
vain, for no notice whatever was taken of our 
request. On leaving die dcxxt of the audienoe- 
hall, a paltry Chinese umbreUa« which might 
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be purchased in the bazar for a rupee, was 
girea to eadi of us. Not knowing with what 
view it was presented, I was about to reject 
it> when I was told that it was jueant as a 
present fixm tbe King, 
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CJ8AJPTER Vf^ 
\f HtTB EtftncAim ATO Whitb MojnaBi.«i-TAiTB or tkm 

Siamese. — Brahmans and Hinduism in Siah. — Librakt 

OP THR Temple.- — Enormous Guns. — Trade op Siam a 
lloVAL iMoNoroLY.— Cjiixesi: Emigrants. — Sugar. — SiA- 
aifiSB Policy bjispacting Tradb. — PoLicy of thb Ultra 

OAHOBTIO NATIOir8»-*AN EmBASST A&IIVIf IBOH COOKIV 

CmvA^pBocBMioir or Rotal Bambs ov Sumto bbubitb 

lTv-*SlAUBSB MvtUJir-IUniBOnOBf ON TBB RbsOIiT OT 

TVB HmioK* 

The Moormen, and the two men who had cou- 
ducted us to the audience-hall^ now oonducted us 
through the different courts of the palace. Wc 
were still fdlowed by a dirty, mean^loddog 
rabble, whose impudent behaviour was from 
time to time diecked by the two police men* 
our guides. The streets were remarkably dirty, 
so that for the greater part of the way wo 
had to walk up to the ancle in mud and water. 
However, no olicr was made to procure us our 
shoes until we had gcHie through the whole cere* 
mony of seeing the strange sights of this palace, 
a tedious and not very gratifying ceremony, 
which occupied us nearly two hours. The sua 
had, after the shower, shone out with intense 
power ; the stones over which we passed had iu 

consequence been rendered very hot, and the 
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titeniato passing ftom Aeie itones into the mt 
and jmdiiles rendfired the promeiiada not alto- 
gethnr ngtteMe to paisoM uawontomed to 
walk bare-ibotecU 

We fint eondnctod to ihe 
ivfaite elephants, wiuch« being hdd in great veoe-' 
nitifln bjr Ihe Siameie, m kapl within tfao imwr 
enclosure of the palace, and have habitations 
lUotted to tham qfoito dose to thoie of tho King 
himself. 

Of white elephantft there are at the present 

time no fewer than five in the possession of llie 

' Kii]g» whfiooe we may infer that this YBiiety is 
fiur l^s rare than we are accustomed to believe, 
at least, that is ao m the further i^^^guh of ' 
India. It has, however, ialdoni happened thttt 
so many have been collected at oae period^ and 
the preoent fa n^gaided aa auepieioiii in conso* 
quence of an event so unexpected, and so much 
denied* A white elepham ia alttt reokoned ae 
beyond all value, every e£Ebrt is made to take 
tham ynhea thejr aie hf chanoe diaooverod, and 
the subjects of tbe King cau peilorm no more 
gielifyiDg aenrioe than that oC aeemisg ihm^ 

Tliey, and indeed all elephautii, are tlie property 

Of the King only. 

The appellation white, as applied to the ele- 
phants, must be received with some degree of limi-' 
tation; the animal is in fact an occasional variety. 
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of less ftequent oocunenoe indeed, bat in erery 

respect analogous to what occurs in other or« 
ders of ammab^ and, amongst the rest, in the 
human species. They are, correctly speaking, Al- 
fainos» and are possessied of all tbie pecoUantieB of 
that abnormal production; but of these tvldte 
elephants, it was remarkable that the organ of 
sight was to all appearance natural and sounds in 
no way intoleiant of. lig^, readily, acoommo- 
dating itself to the different degrees of light and 
shade, and capable of being steadily directed to 
objects at the will of the animal ; in short, simi* 
lar in all rejects to that of the ccminon ele- 
pliant, with the exception of the iris , which was of 
a pure white colour. In this respect, they re- 
sembled all the quadrupedal albinos that I had 
hitherto seen, as those among horses, cows, rahr 
bits. This dnnunstanoe I should scaxos ha?e 
tliought worth the noticing, were it not that I 
shall have occasion to mention in the sequel an 
instance of an animal of the albino kind, pos- 
sessed of the peculiar eye of the human albioo. 
In one or two of the elephants, the colour was 
strictly white, and in all of them the ins was (£ 
that cdour, as wdl as the margins of the eye- 
lids ; in the rest, the colour had a cast of piok in 
it The hairs upon the body were for tte most 
part yellowish, but much more scanty, liner, and 
i^horter than in other elephants; the strong hairs 

m 
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^ 4he tail were dafkts^, Jbui ^ oi a yeUowiati 
odour* In none did the colour and texture of 
fhe skia appear jentirely be^khy« In sotoe, the 
entioular texture, of the legs was intefsperaed 
with gianriular knobs» which gave a deibiaied 
aiypearanbe to theae members. In others the 
skia of the body was uncommonly dry, wliiie the 
natural wrinkles were umisnally large, secreted 
an acrid-likQ iiuid, and seemed ready to burst out 
istodisease. These beasts were all of small size* 
but in excellent condition^ and one of them was 
even handscmew They were treated with the 
greatest attentim, each having several keepers 
attached to him. Fiesh-wt grass was placed in 

abundance by their side ; they stood on a small 

boarded {datfium, kept clean;, a white doth was 
spread before them, and while we were presost 
they were fed with sliced sugar-cane, and 
bundles of plantains. 

In the same place we observed rather a fine- 
locAdng elephant) but a small .one, whidi. ap- 
peared to me to be a greater object of curiosity 
tfmn any of the others*. This animal was corered 
all over; with black spots, about the. size of a 
pea^ upcmawhite base. It is. not. unusnal to 
observe a partial degree of this spotted appear- 
ance in the elephant of Bengal, as. on the foie- 
faead and trunk of the animal, but m. this 

■ 
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iastaiice the skin was entirely covered with 
tkeoL 

The greatest regard is entertained ia Siam 
for IfaiQ Whhe Rtephant* He who diicovocB om 
is r^arded as the most fortunate of mortals. 
NThe^veat is of that inqportanod, that it may be 
said to eaostitnte n em in tlie amiAls c£ the 
aatioa» . The fortunate cUscoverer m lewarded 
widt a crown of eilyer» and with a grant of land 
equal in extent to the £(pace of country at 
whiditte dei^mnta' cry may be beaxd. lh$ad 
his family, to the third generation, are exempted 
ftcn all lorti 4>f aervittide^ and tbw land &m 

taxation. 

wetivr 

here, are certainly of very rare occurrence, and 
objeda of great ouriosi^. Theee were two 

White Monkies, perfect albinos in every respect. 
They are about the size of a amaU d£»g» iunuabed 
wifli a tail abonl aa kmg aft the body. They are 
thickly covered with fur, which ia as white as 
enow, or that of the whitest rabbit The lips, 
eye-lids^ and ieet are (iistinguished by the in- 
animate wluleness of the akin noticed in the 
human albino, while the general appearance of 
the iria, the eye, and efen the countananoeb 
the intolerance of light, tlie unsettled air they 

assumed, and the 
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•a UMy poiiMs of reaomblaiiod betneeii Hmm 

and that unhappy variety of our species, as ren- 
daged the sigtodtfgugting and bunailialing^ Om 
had Men a perfiwt aibiao of te human 
BpeaeS) would fiod it impoiMble to sepanUa the 
impiMsioti of Ua appemnee ftom ttat of Ihi 
animals now before ub. Theae had but IMe of 
the vivadtjr crmiBohievoits diapodtioii ftr idnek 
this tribe is so remarkable. All their move* 
BMBla^ ell titeir attitudes* had te their appaiMt 
object the lessening the effect <^ light and glare, 
(owaids wfaidi they always turned thair bfteluu 
Their eye-brows seemed pursed up and con- 
ix&dtod, the pupils were of a li^ rose-oolour, 

the irides of a very pale cast of blue. Oae was 
very M, and had but few iaeth in hoe head. 
His lips were beside remarkably thick, and ap- 
parently diseased. The c^er was much younger* 
B dMnet appeartliat they weve held in any 
degree of veneraticm by the Siamese ; we learned 
that they were plaeed heie finom eupcsnBtitioiis 
Kiotives, with the object^ as they said, of pre- 
vailing evil spirits fiom killii^ the white eie- 
phants. 

We next proceeded to visit a temple fdtnatod 

at a short distance beyond the hall of audience. 
Ihs court is spacious and neat, contaimng, be* 

sides tlie temple, a handsome simall buildmg, in 

^vUdi their sacred books are deposited. At 
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eoAk of tlie principal gateir ^ pUeed gigantae 
earthen images, of grotesque form, with clubs 
in their hdnde, and at each angle of the temple 
brass figures of a fanciful animal, somewhat re- 
a^bUi^aUoii. Besides, there wete other figum 
made of day, paltry in appearance and absurd 
'in design*. The temple is of a pyiamidal faaai^ 

highly wrought with minute figures, somewhat 
in the Chinese style. The character of the omap 
ments, like that of flie paintings on the stem 
of a Chinese junk, is operose, unmeaning, and 
grotesque ; yei the general eflect was in the 
present instance not unpleasing to the spectator, 
whof regarding it at some distance, overkxibad 
the minuteness alluded to. I remarked that the 
Siamese have adopted the pyramid, generally a 

quadrangular one, instead of the dome, the only 
§om, in which the Bauddhists of Ceylon buikt 
the sepulchral edifice called Dagoba, the arclii- 
tectural oharacterisdc of their religion. The 
cause of this diflference, in a matter so closely 
interwoven with their religion, is probably to be 
looked for in the difl^tmt genius of the nations, 
to whidi cause also we must attribute the dif- 
ference obstfvable in their vespectiYe images of 
Buddha himself, for to the individuals of neither 
people are we to look for the original exmiplar 
of that form. The Siamese, like other tribes of 
the Moghul race, seem to have f<»med to tham* 
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selves a standard of beauty, differing both firom^ 
thftt of Surqpeans vfid of IndiaiuL Henoe Ibe. 

sharp, the harsh, the fanciful the iiuprobable,: 

are inoce ocmttdered by them than the soft, the. 

majestic, and the just in architecture. The dif- , 
fisreiit fonos givea to the Dagoba, andtotbw 
temples and palaces, would illustrate this re*.-, 
milk* A 8iix4iar taste is.dispiayad in the de<. 
oraations of theirpriTate houses, in wUdi you 
loot in . vain £)r truth or nature in the repres^ta-. 
tion of animal beings. A wild nnchasteped 
&acy prevails among them ; hence the origin of 
monsteis andof thegioteaquefiguies wfaiohoom. 
the walls of the houses of their cbie^.. Yet. 
Aou^ monstrous, unnataral, and unmeaning, 
they are not altogether destitute ; of a certain 
degree of spirit and of boldness in the exeouition.: 

What degree and kind of genius they may 
possess in music and in the arts remains to be 
Seen. In the actual state of pur knowledge, I 
canoot but consider the Siamese as prodigi*- 
oiisly inferior to the rude infaabitaaats of the in- 
terior of Ceylon, with whom, as profesamg the. 
same religion, they will admit of a Gomparison. - 
In the elegant and imposing structure of the 
Dagoba, in the numerous figures of Buddha, 
whether made of earth, stone, ivory, brass,, 
wood, siber, orgold, the latter are manifestly 
superior artists and architects.. The Siam^ 
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would appear to excel in the number of their 
images, the KandiaM in fSndf quality. The 
Siamese temple^ rich iu the frippery and tuifld 
of ft €UiittiiBii*i toy-shop, with ita three hun- 
dred images, reminds you more of children's 
playthings than at the place of detction; tvlitle 
the Kandian, by the skilful distributi(Hi oS light 
ud ahada^ and proper poaiticm of one, or> at 
most, of a few well-executed images, produces 
an effect Hi once mAefsxm, majestic^ and im* 
pressive. 

But if this obliquity of genius, if I may so 

call it, be so remarkable in the matters already 
alluded to, it is still more so in all that is calcu« 
lated to give an insight into the constitution of 
their mind. The people are governed by opinion, 
absuid and unjust, not by reason, by sense, nor 
by kindness. The most degrading and brutal 
tyranny is mistaken ibr well-meamng patriavdial 
kindness ; and the oppression of the multitude, 
and the grinding of the many, is regarded aa the 
will of the Deity. No man either wishes ftar, or 
aqiimto, freedom of tiiought or of action; and 
tyranny has cast its roots so deep, that change 
tvouU seem bopdeas. 

But to return to the temple. I have observed 
that it was of a pyramidal form, the pmnt termi'^ 

nating in a slender spire, about 200 feet high. 

Withiui the building constituted a single lo&y 
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chamber, about 50 feet long, and nearly as uuiich 
in toeadtb, pwed with itoiM. In tbe oflotfia 

were placed^ on inegular stages, a countless 
nmnber of m$Sk figuras of Biiddha» intaniiixod 

witti bits of looking-glass, scraps of gilded paper, 

and Gbineee paintiogs. Sminoimring tfaci vmi 

was a figure of Buddha, about a foot and a half 

hif^ in a aitiing poBUire# made^ aaoar goidea 

would have us to believe, of emerald. The stone 

was either the Chineee figure atone, oc HeUo<« 

trope, but it was placed at too great a distance 
us to be able to say exactly which. These 
was here nothing in the shape of an altar^ nor 
any ooavenienoe save the floor on which to place 
filnt and flowm, the ueoal offirings made to 
Buddha. A number of vagrant, idle people, 
had Mowed na. They entered the tenqde, and 
behaved with adegree of noisy indecorum, which 
conid not M to surprise us. 

Surrounding the temple, and forming its eiv 
dosure, there is a paved passage, ooTered in 
above, and supported by pillars. Hie walls of 
4his passage are covered with rude pafaithigs of 
allegoricai subjects, chiefly taken from tbe stcNty 
of the Ramayana, a oriebrafted efnc poem of the 
IfinduB. It would appear, indeed, that many 

of the absurdities of the Hindu religionare inter* 

mingled with that of Buddha. There are in 

Bankdc a few Amfamans, who are entertained 
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by tbe kiDg» and have built a soiall temple. 
The SiameBe coltivata'a loGk of faair on the fbie- 
head, which lock they presierve from biith to the 
age of twelve, fiMurteeD, cfr 8ixteen»>i]iitoiiciie(L 
At the CTpiration of this period, they institute 
a gieat feast ; pieaeiits are made by all the rela*^ 
lions and friends of the family, and the occasion 
i. rendered oue. <rf. great joy. Tlie Brataom 
&en, sprinkling a little v^ater on the head, and 
repeating r^rtain prayers, cuts the lock. When 
Ifaediikirm of the king undergo tins ceremony, * 
an artihcial hill is constructed, on which the 
Bndunan pecfocms the ceremony. 

Close to the temple stands the pyramidal 
buiUing, in which the sacred books- are -kept 
You ascend to it by a tiight of steps, covered 
with plates ' of tin, as is also the floor of the' 
room. Tile books cannot be very numerous. 
They are contained in a p3rraniidai upright cup- ' 
board, richly ornamented with small pieces of 
mether-o&pearL 

Returning by the road we had entered, we 
r^ssed the inner and second gates of the pa- 
lace, when we found ourselves in the endosuie 
where we had halted for some time beibre enter- 
ing the- andienoe4ialI. The only objects worthy 
of remark in this place were several ridicukmsly« 
and usdessly large brass guns. They must* * 
from their size, be equally , unserviceable and 
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unmanageable. They seemed^ bow:ever» to pride 
dmMwiTes not a little, in possefssing guns.bf ^sndi 
a calibre. , They appeared to have been unqop* 
flMly vail cast . . 

Having now been shewn all that was thought 
wortliy of notioe* we were reoooducted to die 
room in which we had first halted. It was again 
floca £Ued with the xabble« A pleatifiil deBiert 
of flweet-meats was iirtrodiioed, and the Mbofman 
was particularly desirous that we^ahouki partake 
of it But it was impoBsible to oTeilook the 
mean condition of those left to enteitain us» the 
dittqMttafaie appeaianee of tte buikiing, or tbe 
jeering and disrespectful conduct of the herd of 

■ 

spedafam .that crowded round us. It seemed as 

if the court had said, Scg Lhmi Je&d, 
As we were, leaving the. palace, seyeialofthe 

chiefs were returning home at the same time, and 
B&adied .us an oiqportunity of observing that they 
med vehicles more respectable and more com- 
lortahle than those they had assigned &x the. use 
of the Agent to the Governor Qeneral. We now 
procured our ^hing hammocks, and were carried 
beck toouc boats. About one, P. M., we reached 
the ship. 

A large quantity of sweet-meats, those wluch 

had been placed before us on. our yisit to the 
pilsos» was sent home after us; and, in the 

course of the afternoon, the chi^ef, Suri-wong, 

M 
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paid the Agent to the Governor General a visit, 
and said tliat ho had been deiiied to entoitam 
UB with a dinner. A profusicm of roasted pork, 
goats* flesh, ducks, fowls, &c., waa tfiea braui^ 
by his servants and laid on the table, together 
with a ooaple of decantors of a wine aeaily.aa 

strong and fiery as brandy. He remained a 
spectator of th# entertainment, but wouki not 
eat or drink with us. He conversed with more 
ease with us than he had hitherto done. H« 
said W6 had been higUy kmoared, and seemed 
Id be quite pleased with the traxutactions of the 
day. He asked many quealiaiiB, and wishad to 
be thought easy and free, but ins m^in^ was 

ooaise and impolite to a degree qinte unuanal in 
uu Asiatic. * a ♦ ♦ • 
On leviemng the transadiona of tUs day» and 

comiectiiig them with the general conduct of the 
cffioeia of the Siamese government towaida the 
mission, fixm the period of our arrival in the 
oountry, it will i|>pear that we had but little rea* 
son to be elated with success, or proud of our 
recq^itioa at court* 

In their v isits, the moat petty eAoera anogaled 
a superiority which certainly did not belong to 
their infaricnr station, for some of them tnrned out 
to be low retainers of the chiefs, to whom they 
nerfonned the cffioea of mmiult, and cranched 
un the ground before them, as we ailerwards 
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ftund on viBitiag those cbi^ The demand thfl 

the guaij should be kad^ before we proceed^ 
ceded, but litdc stress hfndi^ to all appearance 

b#w iA«4iipoa it £xm tto^roiiumnome^ tlbmnd 

fhsl nothing was beneath thw notice, and we 
loay infer from their sending ^ «ing(e n^^rrow 
boat^ capable cS holding al most Init three per* 
sons, on a short journi^yj ibr the aocommodation 
of the Agent to the QovenicHr Oanend* that they 
wished tu kid the mission v^ry i^eap. 
After we had arrived marly cppoaite to the 

palace, no notice whatever was tabea of the ship, 

any mom than if aha had not theref end the 

first communication had for its object to obtain 
peaseaaioii the preaenta aent t^y the GoYenK)r 
General. It was impossible to attribute to igno- 
renoe their ditected indi&renee^ end atndied 
ioitftmtion to whatever related to the aoocMnmoo 
dation* the wants, or the comforts ot the ge^aie- 
nwD of the nttBsion. Hbapitaiity ia e virtue not 

altogetii^r unknown to any nation or }jL(jple ; witii 
pditooeas, it ia much the aame. Their leading 
features are ackixowledged by all pe(^e. Na- 
tione djfler only in the mode of their eitpreaauxi. 
On these points there seems no reason to believe 
^ the Sianeae are saich behind tb^r neigh- 
bours. To individuals they had often behaved 
wilh attration and kindness* and particularly so 
to the captains of ships and European traders. 

M 2 
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Die inference therefore iSf that, in the present in- 
stance, they listened to political motives only, 
and-though the matter was of that trifling impoit- . 
anoe as scarce to deserve menti<»i, yet, taken in 
conjunction ivith their conduct in oth^ matteni, • 

it throws some light upon the \iew in which they 
held the present nuBsion* , £very pers(»i of rank 
carefully abstained from coming near us, Kochai 
Sahac, being the channel of reference to the dudT^ 
Suri-Wong Montree, who is not among the per* 
sons of the liighest rank, but only acting » Bar-- 
kalan, the diief, whose office this is, being otb^ 
too old, or otherwise incapable of attending to 
his duties. Our introduction to the king, and 
the particular place assigned to the mission, at 
the audience, and other drcunstances bdbre at 
luded to, require no comment. The court in 
granting a public audience had displayed its 
power, and perhaps its riches, motiTes of fhem* 
selves sufficient to induce a goverxmient sup- 
ported diiefly by appearances, to grant sudi aih . 
dience. It is icnown that the king receives eo- . 
Toys fiom other potentates in a very diftfienft • 
maimer, with cerempny, with pomp, wearing his 
crown at the audience. It was evident tfaeiefim 
that they affected to treat the mission from 
the QoTemor General of Bengal as of inferior 
consequence, and that they meant to consider it 

* Accorcliu^; to JUouber^ Pnt-Kkng is the iMine title ai 



Digitized by Google 



AND COCHIN GUUIA. lU 

ui the ligili (tf a deputatkm £pom the go m 

province, such deputations being commou amongst 
the iieigfaboiinDg powers. lUs matter was placed 
beyond a doubt some days afterwards, the moor- 
mm Kochai stating that the mission had been xe- 
eeiTed by the king as a^d^tation from apn>m« 
cial government. 

Seeix^ that no notice whatever was taken, nor 
even mention made, of the letter from the Grover- 
nor Gweral at our public piesentatioD, wecouU 

no longer entertain doubts as to the idea which 
they wished to impress upon the public mind 
respecting the importance( of the government of 
BengaL We» however, had abundant reason to 
believe that welUinfenned persons about the go- 
venmient were not ignorant of the \ ast power, 
Ae exftsoMve dominicD, the.unparaUdied equity of 
that government. 

• The preMts from the GoveriuMr General were 

kid out before us in the hall, and a crier read 
ill a loud yoke a list of them, a eiicumtlaiiQa 
also open to suspicion, particularly as the inter- 
|NPete» to the missioa weie not pennitled to be 

present, or even to pass the inner gate of tlie 
palace* Uodw such circumstances it appeared 
tliat they might represent our wcmi present in 
whatever light was most flattering to their pride, 
their vanity, or thmr crbdked policy. 
With respect to the actual ot^ecta of the 
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miinifliU the proposals wem so modonta^ so ob« 

viously of mutual advantage, that, from all ws 
MiU yet leam> the government would be as 
anxious to confer tliem as oun^to itaoeive tbem. 

Tbb eooouragement given to the CSiinese traders 
and laboumrs, and limited adventniea of the 
king and some of the principal men about hinit 
had given them a fimtaste of the sdvantagaa of 
cennmerce, which they were now very anxious to 
impiom Tbfff wersi beoomiug sensihle of 

errors created by their cupidity, in imposing in- 
manarabte and vexatious duties. Blind to their 
real interests, as well as ignorant of the practice 
oi' commerce, the king and his ministers still oon- 
time to be the sole metchanls, retaining in their 
own hands the monopdy of all articles of conse- 
quenoe» and holding It contraband for any odieis 
to intermeddle. They have yet to learn that it is. 
ptMible to fill the treasury with less risk, less 
trouble, and more credit, from the industry and 
. Mr pMBUM of their subjects ; and henee King 
Chau-chee-vect, the Lord of Life," contiuues 
tt> bo the first trader in his kingdom. 

It is to the Chinese nation that tlicy arc in- 
debted ix whftte?^ knowledge they possess of 
tfie Mnmtages of eomnwcial inteirourse. In 
defiance q£ the laws of the celesUai enqpixe^ theca 
would appear to be seamly any tiariit to Hie eoD*. 
tent ol' emigration Irom that great eippire* Her 
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fiullieQtd ajre the be§t luod woet iodustniQiM part 
of Ifae popuhtion of wnauwiing naliooi, oiw 

whom their industry, their ^oriidi: ifltelligeoo^ 

aJJ^i iCfll^MWifl^ljpB tij^ft Bjrt^p ljJPl^(^ ^^i^Ptl^ t])4IIEt 

great and decided superiority, Sisun* a, country 
Made wMfcwr the woA dabafliiur tviamv. riciiritMliU 
aUke of arts and commerce, offered a fair iidkl 
fot tbe dfvelopeimiit tbmr supmovity. fVw 

had long opposed obstacles to the increase of the 

Chinflflfli till at l^mrth th/R xm vummftnt. AiiliAr 

fiom coDsdous ineapfUHty of xertmkutig them 
langeTf or tjtom m^ves of a diflStfeiA nature, bsui 
at tength given tfaem the naoifc unbomdod mqdw^ 
nagement, and granted them privilege^^ wbudl 
iwdiar their oooditioa infiat^ly pveteabte to that 
of the natives of the country. On the other haod 
tba baoflfits whidi the Cbioese amigiaata bave 

conferred upon thiii rude iiatioa, are of obvi<»i$ 

4Mid atrildiifr utibty « and of no ordioaiy infiorlr 

aoce« They have sown the seeds of commercial 

autarpriBa, They ha va craatad oooiaiarQa lAani 

none previously existed, and with their hands 
Uiay tiavor aa it were* ciUled iota ayi<it<Ri¥iFi aoiaa 
of the more valuahfe objects of oommvoa^ Scarce 
tweoty yoara have eUj^flad sinoe th& i)»9t aygaj: 
c^nes were planted in thifl kingdom. The annual 
pi^duoa io augar, at tba preaant timo^ la stated 
lOMamit to 30,000 paods^ of aacb, or 
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1786 tons* Thk Gooaiitutes, ia tte xoost 
valuable oonmevcial aflide of the' lealm. The 
culture is managed solely by the Chinese, and it 
k the opinion of llie chief Sari-Wong, tha^ 
be carried to an almost unlimited extent. Such 
being the oatare of the advantages derived iiom 
the unremitting industry of the Chinese, it is not 
to be wondeared al» if that peofde shoutd enjoy 
privileges dcoiied to European and other nations. 
Ghinese traders aie aeocftdingly subjected to less 

vexatious proceedings in their commercial trans- 
acticms/ and axe evm allowed to purdbase the 
principal commodities at a lower rate of duty 
than other natuuis» the di&rence in the artide of 
sugar amounting to fifty per cent less thaaOe 
general rate. 

Not satisfied, however* with the trade carried 
on by the Chinese junks« the king has shewn a 
Strong desire to increase its eztrat» although the 
means which he has adopted are not well calcu- 
lated to efibct that object. His .proper subjects 
are altogether ignorant of maritime science, and 
eeem to possess but few of the qualities neoee- 

sary to ensure success in such employments ; he 
is thorefoib under the neoessi^ of raqdqying 
foreigners, as native Christians, Arabs, and other 
Mahommedans, to navigate his vessels. He, 
nefmtOxskm, sendb annually to various ports in 



Digitized by Google 



AJDiD COCHIN CHINA. M 

Obim fiom ten to twdlve iunks* of modemte sise* 

laden with sugar, pepper, sapan, and iron 
wood. ' 

It is, however, with the coimneroial naidotis of 
Eurcqpe that he is most desirous to establish the 
friations of trade. The great sire of their vm- 
seis, their valuable and select cargoes, and more 
pardcolaily their ready cominand of capital, and 
integrity of conduct, place them at once beyond 
oompetttioQ and rivalahip. A eonsciflus aeiiae of 
his own weakness, however, operates strongly 
as a diedc upon his inteioouFse with Euiopeaiia* 

To these fears a debasing cupidity is superadded, 
and the result is exhibited in a code of iiksome 
and illiberal regulations, calculated at once to 
disgust and to disappoint the liberai«minded 
trader. In the' actual condidoii of the ebrisling 
government, there is but little room to hope &x 
amdioratioii of policy, or improvement of dr- 
eianstances. Still less, X conceive, are we to 
expect that they will lay aside their old pre* 
judices, and adopt in their stead those regula- 
ikm wfafch, amongst Eunqpeans, aie tbe fcmodr 
ation of what is called free trade. They may» 
indeed, be induced to lower the dutm on certaui 
articles, but it is to be feared that neither the 
king tkx his ministers will abandon tbttr fitvoonte 
system of monopoly. 
Jbai the Siamese government is not disposed. 
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at the present time^ to adopt tlie i^kiropeau iio 
lioQB of fired tiade, we hai^ a proof in it$ 
duct with regard to the trading brig, Phceaix, 
bobe^i^ to Mr. Stonn. Tmating pftobsbty to 
tbe &Y<wable disposition produced by the mia* 
Msn* Hob remA wa« fireiglited mih aitideg Scorn 

Calcutta, which were conceived to be adapted to 

the SiaikiaBe noarket* She had oo scKxier Axrivdil 

at the mouth of the river, than it was communi- 
oUad by the Siamaee gov^ woeot tothie Agoot to 
the Gofenior Oeneral that this yemek should afbrd 
an instanry. ot the disposition of the goYemment, 
and that ahe should enjoy all the privileges* and 
advaatdges which the royal Maje^y of Siam 
meant to confer upon British meiehaDtfl. The 
ordinary policy vv^ immediately resorted to. 
Tba king and Uaiiuiiiatera inaist oo the priviUffo 
of purchasing before any permisj>iou can be 
granted to tiada. They send to dmnaiid aouatani 

of the articles imported, and affix their own prico 
ibr soeb as they wish to purchase* Three iv^aaka 
have thus passed befim any final answer is re- 
turx^, or the mustara sent back, during the 
wholecf which tone no l^oal, no tradcNr, no indi- 
vidual of any description^ is permitted to viait 
the ahip» or to hold intanxNirae with (he onnm 
on board. It im^ be readily ooooeived that np 
subject will dare to oSst a higher priqa than that 
yiimh b^n i«itid§red by tlm img mX his 
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uumstttTft. The waste of time must of itodf hi 

m lilde iooaareraence to the merchant. It would 
steBi i£ it were tlie object ot the Skmeae 
gavemmsnl to disgust the trader, in tlm 
by uoaecaasaiy dday, hoping thereby to reduce 
bim to tbe neoounty teUing his goodi m Hamt 
own, or» at least, oq more moderate terpos. la 

ovainpo amnrats aivi'id* 
turned to every proposition. The slightest and 
iwistiiidiffBMtiKmtteni ars rendenKiatainDeof 

annoyance, nor is any proposition or representa- 

ikiQ oa tbe part at tbe trader jbubL opmly aad 
candidly, but ahuffled off in a mean and paltry 
JVUUjjJBr* . 

FcDm the oondmoi of ibe goveniiiieiil towuda 
thia ship, it soon became a^^areat how litdo 
they were disposed to gmnt to Britidi bM ^ 
cfaanta« The Agent to the Governor Oener^ had 
hmk Jmnmd thai the dutiea ahoitid be kmiral 
two per cent, below the present rate. It waa 
now UMqoivDGaUy . aUtol diat no audi raductim 

should take place until the English Bent five ships 

mnaUy: it was aftorawda staled that this ra* 

duction would be enforced after the period of 

two ymn or so* 

The most urgent and frequently repeated 8<^ 

chations oouid not induee- tbem lo give any an* 
iww OB As 8iili|eot of trade fer the oonrae of an 

entue mMth, nor cookl fhe intu^ii viimk thejf 
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had deoiaaded ficom Mr. Storm be got btxk 
again. It 'afterwtids ' appeared that one object 
this dday was to give time to the jimks to 
-arrive fifom Singapore vn^ their caigoes, by 
which means during thi» delay the prices q£ ar* 
tides yrtxe leduced twenty per cent. 
: While the ship lay here, it was vain to expect 
to be able to diqioae of any thing until the ff(h 
vemment had returned an answer. At length a 
oommmocadon was made to the efibct that the 

government would purchase, but on terras to 
whidi Mr. Storm oould not accede. The latter 
now expected that he should be able to dispose of 
his goods to the inhabitants of the place, but 
none of Ihem ever c«ne near him, nor oonld 
they dare to offer a higher price than that ten-* 
deied by the Pra-Klang. 

It will no doubt appear strange that a people* 
go anxfauB to Ihe ccHnn^^ 
as to hold out privileges in proportion to the ex- 
tent of that trade» should notwithstanding raiae 
so many obstacles against tlie obvious tendency 
of their apparent measures. Various and veiy 
opposite feelings wcwH appear to have given 
birth to this manifest inconsistency of conduct—- 
of which national pride, -and undisguised cupi« 
dity, vindicate a large share. There can be 
Ktt^ doubt but that imioh of the aimoyance gifen 
to the European trader is viewed by them as a 
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matter of exultatiou— and it must be confessed 
tbAl the eagemesB with which ihe. fi>mi6r havQ 
sought £^r their commerce, leading them to sub- 
mit to insiilt and degtadalioiiy has cherished tfauu 
sentiment on the part both of the go v ernment and 
of the. peqpfet It.is the nature of . the Ultia^ 
Gangetic nations to rise in their demands in pro- . 
poctiou as they can eaibrce^ or, ia any way pro- 
eme submission to tfaeur will. They are uni-' 
Yersally more influenoed. by firmness^ boldness, 
and deoition, than by the mosl sound and oon- 
chisiYe arguments^ the most mild, inotifeosive, 
and ooooiUating conduct. Hiey aie dEther in- 
sensible to, or regardless of, the latter sort of 
argument He that would have them listen to 
arguments of reason and common sense, must be 
backed by the hand of powei; and hold the lod 
in reserve. From such people nothing but insult 
is to be expected by submissioi ; and as these 

nations have an unquestionable and natural right . 

to dictate the terms on which they will hotd inter* . 
course with Europeans, it becomes a question of 
some interest^ how far the conduct usually pur- . 
sued by the latter has hhd a good or bed dftot 
in {Hramoting the interests of their respective . 
OQunHjes. 

Unfortunately for the credit of the commercial 
naftioiis of Sun^ their subjects have conducted 

themselves in this trade with views solely of per- 
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SQiial iiUereatf totally diaregaidiiig the honour 
nd dwEttster of the ntkii to irinoiL liiey km 
belonged. In order to gain paltry advaatages, 
tiiOT often , — tWirwiiin^ mt miKntimitiA iiiimritfiB, ami 
to the most degrading insults. It has thence 
haipfGoai that the character of £iuo{ieaii0, etrea 
at the present time, stands but Very low with the 
natioQg occupying the Eastern ports q£ A&ia. 
The C9iiiieBe» the most intelligent of theflei» 
tioofi, altect to oooaider the British as a nation 
ofiBgenioiutiedeimenyli^ in jhct» than 
wat£h-makers, who owe their prosperity to their 
iflteieourae with their country. The Siameae* 
ooiMclous of the power of our Indian goverumeat, 
afioot aleia haughty tone, yet fiuiey thonadfea 
infinitely si^^rior to us, inasmuch as we are so 
eigrr to puiiduutt their eomuMeoe. In domoMi 

with most uatioiis, tliey entertain a high opiiiioa 

cf the bravery of th^ oountrymeo^ — of the 

strength of their armies, and of the superior 
wealth of their country. 

The petty disputes m wfacfa they are often 
engaged with the captains of ships and other 
traders, who anbyect DMmaelvea to aystematie 
annoyance, have tended to confirm them in this 
good opinion. They are either too ignorant, or 
too infatuated, to perceive, that the latter, behig 
in a gmat meaeuie placed at their meicy, unnqn 
ported by the authority oi their own government. 



Digitized by 



AKD COCSmN CHINA. 



m 



and destitute of every means of redress, aflford 

them a oaoqmai m» easy as it ia ingkifioiia aod 

dishonest. Every petty and unwortliy ad- 
lyitntage this gainedt is mafflifkyt jpto a triupi|^ 
nol merely ovwr flie individual* but over the 
govenuoeot of which h^ is the subjeol^; Sot m 
ttwy ave igiwant of the mamim andoialoiM 
and superior civilization of other oatioiis« so they 
cannot conceive that such great abipa, and such 
valuable commodities* can belong to any one but 
the king, or to flcme one of his principal cfficm* 
Another drcumstance which ha^ ccmtributed 
to lender the preeeot govenunait mare haug}ity 

and assuming in its transactions with strangers, 
is the tranquillity which for a wisid^n^Ie man* 
ber of years has prevailed in this country ; tran- 
quillity tor which they are moce indebted to the 
ignorance of their neighbours, than to the insdom 
of their own measures. They have not yei 
meunived their strength with a power mpie 
civilized than themselves. 

Jt may be doubted also whether, notwithetaad- 
ing their apparent wish to increase oommieioet 
the innumerable obsftadea whidi jBuropeana in 
particular have to contend witli be not inten- 
tionalt aa tending to increase the safiAy of their 
kingdom by discouraging the access of strangers. 
Tb^ OQoduot of the government would seem to 
justify such m opinion, thou^li from inotivcs of 
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policy, it may be deemed pfudeiH to doek such 
sratimeots under feigned representations. . 

That a great, generous, and warlike natton* 
such as Great Britain, should incur the possibility . 
of having her national honour slighted, if not 
tarnished, by any nation under the sun, far less 
by a 8enii*-barbaiouB people, ezperienoe has. 
rendered less a matter of surprise tliaii of regret. 
Itoamiot be altogether a matter of indiiSGerenoe 
what opinion shall be entertained of her by so 
largeaportionof the humanraoe,as thatoocupying. 
the countries between the Ganges and the Yellow 
Sea. Neither is national honour a mere sound 
or but an empty name — for in this sound rests 
the strength of kingd(^s, the saiety of nations. 
It is this that fans the flame in the patriot's 
breast — it is this that nerves the soldier's arm — 
it is this motive which more than any other con*, 
verts the man into the hero, 

Britain may well comrnand the esteem, if not 
the homage, of such nations. An open,, maiiiy, 
and disinterested ccmduct, on the part of her sub* 
jeets, is alone suflicient to establish such an 
opinion; but.mMe the success of oommwaal 
enterprise is alone regarded, national hoiiour will 
be left to shift &>r itself. The immwiae value of 
the corameroe with China, doubtless, is an object 
of the most powerful temptation~but with respect 
to Siam, no such motives exist. Her commeice, 
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mtppotiog it altogether unahadded, and left to 

iiill and free operation, is after all but very 
.tofling. It seems doubtful whether it be equial 
to em{doy aoaualiy four or Hve ships of moderate 
sin; and the most TOluaUe comtiodities of the 
country are bulky, such as sugar. The consump- 
ttlKi c€ British mauufiEictuieB by the natives is 
trifling in the extreme. Britaih has more to give 
than to reoeive irooi such a natioo. 

But it more immediately ooncems the honour 
and safety of our Tiy^^ nn goveroQayeut to m^Hi^ ^t'i ffl 
4L dignified and imposing attitude in its intsr« 
course with these nations. The existing go- 
vermn e nt having established ah everlasting fame, 
upon the firmest basis, has also raised its honour 
•and its fiath to an enviable height. They vrill 
doubtless coatiuue to watch over it with the most 

That the crazy, disjointed, and puny goverii- 
ment of Siam should a£g9ct to treat the govern- 
ment of Bengal as inferior, and that it should 
impudently dare to consider an authorized envoy 
fiem that state, as amessenger from a provinciai 
gov^xunent, may well excite our surprise and 
indignation. 

lul^ 6t/u — ^About this period intelligence was 
ims brought to court that an ambassador ftom 
Ckxiiin Ciuna had arrived at the mouth of the 
nm, Aitor crossing the p^nsula of Cambodiat 

N 
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he took ihipping tl the port of Saigon* «|id> 

attended by a numerous train of followers, ar- 

imd at Paknam in a amaU float of jpiaws. 
Notim of his arrival was homediatdy oopvpyed 
to Court. Tim CbM Paknam was ordaned 
to MMtain the anibaMador during his ttatfU 

that place, and in 4ie mean time the requiaite 
MURiiw were taken fer die pirpose c£ oonvejr- 

ing him to the capital in a manner suitable to his 
rank. The iMviliea of P^oiam, thou^ n^ 
the most costly nature, were probably the best 
the country oouki affimL They lasted Sx se- 

▼eral days, and consisted chiefly of scenic repre- 
sentatiDns. tmiai^ai ^tftifninmAniQ and gYmnas- 

exerdses. 

An event oC this nature was calculated to 
etsette attention and awaken eoriority ; it wae 
altogether unexpected by us. We were natu- 
rally denions to compeie our own sitnetkn with 
that of the Cochin-Chinese, endeavouring theooe 
loftmi a judgment of the real sentanents of the 
Siamese respecting the ikiglish mission. 

What the real object of Ms embaeey nay 
have been, we liad no correct means of ascer- 
taining, but the avowed and ostensiUe one wae 

said to have originated in a feeling of gratitude 

on the part oIl the reigning king ctf Cochin China, 
ftr the asylum and protection that had been granted 
to his predecessor by the King of Siam, in the 
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usurped by bis own rebeUious subjects, aud be 
ImmM m wile loid a tajipIiiBfe in tbe ka< of 

strangers. He had iu>w sent bis ambassador to 

ftjamolhe King of Siaaof htagoodand p nMenb to 

intentions, and of liis desire to confirm the bonds 

nniity irilb % B B ly m wi^ndu bciid b^hftVffri with so 
mueh disinterestednesi towards his fiunily, dur- 
iog the aoupohy «C thd aivil war wbkk had 

funhifiiy which the same kin g had some 
tine ego aent to the Barman Oenrt had farffltH 
diaUwt aud jealousy iu the Siamese, who regacd 
Ike Bwumi aa their natmal and noet impia* 

oable enemies. Watchful at all times of the 

aMtasI of the CoehishCbineiai and unevtahi 

how the new king of that country might be 

to the Court of AmarapUfa awahMoi their feata 

An embassy was immediately sent to Cochin* 
China^ fcr the avowed purpose of disocmring 

Uie motives of the embassy to Ava, as weii as to 

iouDd tha inBilnatifln ef the mn laag townda 

the Siami^. The present embassy, tbereibre* 
wghi he ceiiideied aa eaapIinMislaiy to the 

Siamese, while the distinction with which it was 
Mahred evidently shewed that Ifaay were flal* 

lered by it. It would perhaps be demied rnoee 

etficaMi than ittefid oc datteungt (a cftitTfl^ the 

N 8 



liO * . .MISSION TO BIAIC 3 ^ 

veo^itioii.wliidi this ambassador, a simple mes- 

eenger from a comparatiYely small state, re- 
oeivMl, with th«t whieh had so fatdy been be- 
stowed upon the mission from the GoTemor 
General of Bdtish India. It is suffidenl to 
observe, that even the Prince Chroma Chit, one 
of the {srincipal members (tf the Gov^mmeol, 
was known to express his regret publicly that 
the Cochin* Chinese .ambassador should have a^ 
rived at such a time, as the Ek^sh gentlennn 
could not kii to jnakQ uniavourable ccmpansons. 

jAiboul a wedL after the arrival of 'Ibe ambas- 
sador at Pakuam, it would appear that all the 
necessary preparations for conveying htm to the 
capital had been made ready. A numerous set 
ofboals wasappdoitedforhisservioe. In these 
he embarked with his train of followers, and 
proceeding by easy stages up the river» treated 
with entertainments and every mark of distinc- 
tion and dviiity by the way» he arrived at 
Bankok. 

The weather was mild and agreeable^ particu- 
larly calaiht/ed to display a pvooessioa of this 
nature to every advantage. The scene, too, 
was inteiestmg beyond expectation ; it was both 
beautiful and picturesque. The rapidity with 
which the boats and baiges moved, the order 

and regularity with which innumerable rowers 

jQsised .and depressed their paddles, glided . by 
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tbe shrill iiotes of a song that might well be - 
deeiMd . 1tmrbaiou8» together with the smgidar ^ 
and barbaric fonns, the brilliant oolourg, the 
gUded ouiopies of the boats, the strange ; and 

gaudy attire of the men, tlie loud and reiterated 
af^iamalions of iooumerabie spectators^-^giiye 
to the transiait ao^e an effect not easily de- 
scnbed. 

Jt WHS now, for; the first time, that we; had an 

oppoiUmity.of seeing those singular and.highly- 
ornamented royal barges which had attracted the 
attention of M. Cbaumont and suite, ambassador 
to Siam fiom the Court Louis XIV. Hie 
description given of , them by Loubere, in his 
Uutoire de 8iam, wiU» with very little ahenrtion, 
apply to those now in use. They are in general 
from sixty to eighty feet, or more* in..leDgth» 
about four in breadth, and raised about two feet 
in the middle &om the water, the bow and stem 
rising boldly to a considmble height. They 
ace. higbly-onuunented with curious and not ine« 
legant defvieeSy all of wbidi axe needy carved ion 
the wood and gilt. The form is that of mm 
nonstious or imaginary animal. In .tiie centre 
there is erected a canopy, generally well gilt, and 
faiin^ .with silken curtains, or dolh interwavw 
with gold tissue. The space under the canopy is 

calculnted to opntain but one or two persons, the 
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rest c^^ tiie boat being entirely occupied by Ikk 
nmn^ ofltt todienuiiibtrofisvtycNrfifty'. 

The procession moved in the fdlowing order : 

Four kjDg boM ttt tmu with aamnw 

rowers, dressed in red jackets, and wearing tall 
oonical caps of the same colour* Tbege bMli 
were covered with a light awning of mats. 

Six richly-ornamented boats> with gildad caoo- 
pies, in Ihd tbna of a don^ and ridily oarved. 
la these were the assistants and suite of tte 
Mtbumdor. Bsdi boat carried two small toass 
swivels in front ; the men were dressed as in the 
fatmer. About fiuty rowwi wm in eodi boat 

A very handsome, richly-ornamented barge, 
wA a oanopy of a ooniQal shape* and ridi 
curtains ; in which was the ambassador^ bearing 
Ite talt^ from tbe King of Ckxdun China. 

Four or six boats similar to those in front. 

la the course of a few days after bis arrival at 
Bankok» he was admilt^ to an audience of the 
king, without going through those forms which 
had bMH pointed out as neosBsary to be ob- 
served by the Agent to the Gov^nor Geoerad. 
llift Ckxshitt^Chinsse antbassador nsith^r viahed 

the Prmce Chroma-Chit, nor his deputy the 



■ 









an atidienos of the king. 
His-ftnst, and iat«mew ivift dieitiiM; i(f 
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said to have been firiei^y and somewhat fumi- 

liar. No bUBinftsft it eftf ttsaMMd on Mrit 

occasions. Hie king, seated under a rich ca- 

mfgj$ M^tttd the andMiador in Itae kaM of 

audience, according to his more usual custom. 

Tile ambaBsadi^ was canriod to the j^alatie by 
Ms own followers in a palanquin, preceded by 
a number of arosed men. He got out of bis ve- 
hide «i tt^ iiiMir gale, and wafting up to the 
bail of audieooe, without laying aside his shoes, 
took hfe aeal in the plaee alletted to MuH takifig 

his own interpreter along with him. 

Ahhodgh no busitiett waa tratUHMAodi the iA- 

terview lasted for a considerable time. The hall, 
aaoD the oooasioii of our inlroductfoQ at eouit, 
was crowded with persons of various rank. 
On the Qfkk, the atubaasador paid his flfit 

visit to the Pra-klang, on which occasion we had 
an opportunity of seeing him and his siiite^ our 
chambers being so situated as to afford a view 
all that passed during the interview. The 
Siamese choose the early part of the ntghl to 
pay their visits. The Pra-kiang, on this occa- 
lion, had lighted his rooms in the handsoiMBt 
style, and had disposed of his gayest fbttltture 

with ali the taste he waa master of. A mm 

carpet and cushion were produced for his own 
use. While the old cm was abaodoAed lohisvist* 

tor, who was also to occupy the place the chief 
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was wont to recline on during visits^ tke htket 
r^tirixig to a moce, distant part oi the.rocm. 

All the 0emnl8 and raUanm of As ohief 
were summoned to attend on this important oocar 
8ion» aiul now lay prostrate on the floor* like ^ao 
many inaoiix^ate images, at one end of the rocmi, 
in a. double row. A number of lights .w«e 
placed outside, and persons bearing torches were 
posted fsouk the bank of the river to the house. . 

It was evident that the Pra-klang was anxious 
to make as great.diqplay as possible, befixe the 

stranger, and though the taste exhibited through- 
out, and more particularly in the too faif^ase de- 
corations t)f the room, weiewiddy diflferent from 
what we are accustomed to .admire, yet it must 
be admitted that the ^fect produced was a]to« 
gether surprising, and iar .beyond what we could 
have anticipated from a people unqnestaoiiably 
very rude in many of the arts of civilized life. 
It deserves to be mentiwed, however, that the 

glass manufacturer of Europe had omtributed 
not a little towards this display* 

The ambassador seemed little inclined to abate 
one jot of his . dignity oa .this opcasion. Afier 
keeping the anxious dkkS and his bustling at- 
tendants in suspense for several hours,, be at 
length appeared with twenty or thirty attendsnto* 
and some persons bearing presents in boxes. 
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tetoir.tte q^kUb ste^ tliiii^Uad^, and 

spare habit, ivjUh. sharp eyes and sunk cheeks. 
He HM.rommTknbly fiur for an Aaialic. He 
.wore on his bead a piece of black crape, loosely 
roUad inlo tbe form oi a turban. He had on a 
loose gown, with wide sleeves, of the same ma- 
laiial and colour as his turban* an d both he and 
his suite were habited in black. Several chobs 
were carried . before hiiOt and three , black uBir 
brdlas were held over him. A few menials were 
dcessed in jaokets of coarse red doth and cooi- 
cal caps, surmounted by a plume of red hair. 

The address of the ambassador was both dis- 
nified and. easy. He stood on thathieahoU for, 
an instant, surveying the room, regardless of the 
daef, and advanced to the carpet in the centre 
c^the place. He here made a slight salutation 
fay raising his ri|^t hand towards his fiioe. Has 
interpreter and a few others seated themselves 
by him. Sweetmeats w^ece now introduced, and 
after tlie lapse of an hour or so, they parted. 

On the. nth Me^» the noisy ceremony called 
Khon-chook terminated, on which occasion the 
ik^sliah and Portuguese in the place, consisting 
of Ifr. Ciawfiird and suile, Mr. de Sylyeira» the 
Fprtuguese consul, and his secretary Mr. Bap- 
tiafee. Captain M'DomieU of the John Adam a^ 
two of his mates. Captain Smith aad Mr. Storm 

the brig FlKomXt aod^ two Pormuaae ftom 
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Ibcao, weia mvited by the Pra-klaog to a din- 
ner {»repat«d in flie Bttfopean ftudncni. 

I have before reolarked that it is an invariable 
■nd tmy andttt custom amragst tile SiattieMlfr 
preserve a lock of hair on the forehead of their 
elnldien* irtiich is guaided intact until a oMftaui 
period of their age, when it is cut with great 
cefmony. The ommony is called Khon-ohook, 

and takes pkice at the llth, 13th, or lOth year 

of age» aooording to the iodioation of the pa- 
rents. It 19 a tune of great festivity and shew. 
The relations and friends of the iamily make 
presents aooording to the extenl of their ability ; 
the priests are frequently assembled to say 
prayers ; are fed and presmted with new lobes 
of yellow doth, that being the only colour they 
aie pennitted to wear. Difierent bands of na- 
tional music are assembled, and the festivities 
are kepi up with unceasing attention far the 

space of five days. On this occasion, the eldest, 
and favourite son of the Pra4i[kng» a pony, 
sieUy, but intefligent boy, had attained the pro- 
per age for the performance of this ceremony. 
Tbe laidi and sitnation of the fiitfier was sudi as 
to command a very bountiiul supply presents. 
Of these we may instance that of the Prinoe 
Chroma-chit, who is said to have given four cat- 
ties of silver, equal to 940 ticals, and that <rf'tbe 
Agent to the Governor General, who gave five. 
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Tbe tical is somewliat less than a third misdPe ill 

fafam tiMkn a mpM. 

This ceretoony would appear to be more 

^(tQmihis iD tfie teoMB And pnoAkm of tto Hin- 
du than of the Bauddhic rdigion. Thd pHeils 
0f the latter took no farther interest in it than t6 

repeat certain prayers at particular periods, 
whilst the tonsure is, in fibct, performed by a 
Siahnrnti, with great ceremony, and an affectation 
of myst^, afti^ be had repeated a set of unin- 
tdligible prayers. A few Brahflkans afs mafii* 
tained in the country for the due performance of 
tfda particidat oenamony. The GKamese enU(h 
tain considerable respect for the professors of the 
Hinia fioth. It is not to be expected howaror 

that Brahmans so situated, exiled from the soil 
iriudi originated and di^shed their fiuth. wooU 
long preser\ c its tenets in purity. The pray- 
ers of the priests of Buddha were repeated by 
several perms al onbe, in a aoit of Temtaliw 
atyie» and, as usualf in the Pali or sacred text» a 
tattguage altogether uniiiteUigibia to the Tulgar^ 
and but imperfectly understood even by the 
grsalar mambtrcf prieeta. Hie muititude listeii 
to these prayers with the most perfect indifiei^ 
eiiBa. They neMier obaerre decbciun nor re* 

spect oil sucli occasions, each seeming by his 
eonditDt to imply that tfaia waa a business whioh 

touched ium* little, eitliei as le^dids this world ur 
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the oext. Even in the temple, tbeir vmpeci Sar 
Hm sanctUy of the place, whidi tbe p pp a w c e of 
their idols raigfat be supposed to command, is 
but Uttib obBorvaUe. Both iNiests luid ImymM 

are often seen squatted on the paseinent playing 

at cheas, and other g^es of .chance, betbie.tlie 
abrines of the gods. 

Sey^ml of. the best bands ot amsic . weie as- 
amUed on this occasion, and relieved each 
other in succession. One of these consisted of 
femafe perfiioners only ; the others of male per- 
formers, whose music was occasionally inter- 
speraed with the plaintive notes of a female voioe. 
The difference of the several bands consisted 
duefly in the greater or less power, or. body aS 

the music, if I may so express it; the softest and 
D|06t pLsasing bdng that of the female band. 

The Siamese are naturally very fond of music, 
and even persons, of rank think it no dispacage- 
neot to . acquire a profidency in the artr This 
Quasic is for the most part extremely lively, .and 
moce pleasing to the ear <tf an European* tfaandie 
want of proficiency in the more useful arts of 
emlined life would lead him to eipeet of such . 
a nation. Whence this proficiency has arisen 
nay be somewhat diflBcult to explain, more espe- 
cially as the character of their music partakes 

but little of that eoocntricity of geiiins and 

apparent heaviness of mind 40$! imagination, fyf 
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which they ane, in otbar ie0pdCls, so remarkable. 
We htm no means isf .aiOQrtBiiiii^ <idiflt *iB'.«f 

domestic origia, or ban much they may be^m- 

of their music. On inquiry we were told that 
principal infitnimanls wcro ctf BaniHui* Bpgii» 

•or Chinese origin, and that much of the music 
bad been borrowed fiom ibe two first meotioDfld 
Mticms, particularly from Pegu. 

It is somewhai ftinmilar that these riatiiffl" 
again consider tbe Siamese as superior in toil* 
sicsl skill, and attribute to the iatier the inven- 
tion of the prindpaLin8lTimieote,.as may be sesn 
in Colonel Symes's account of those countries. 

It ffiight he 8ijq[sp08ed'.that the Siamoie had 
borrowed their music firom the same source 
that tb^ have Ifadr rdtigion, the softoaast 

playful sweetness and simplicity of the former 
seeming to harmonize in some degiiee with 
humane tenets, the strict morality and apparent 
ionooenoe of the latter. The prominent and lead- 
iug character, however, of the music, appears to 
be common to the Malays, and other inhahitante 
of ihe Indian isfauods, as . weU aa to the nhdeof 
the Indo Chinese nations. 
. My friend Captain DangarfieU, himself an 
adept in musical science, remarks, that the music 
of :tbe. Siamese diftrs from tbatof all barbaious 
tubes, iu being played upon a different key — on 
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tti^» if I understand him right, which chaiao- 
tnriiBg die jBtt*f^ muflic of MTtain Bmopgan 

notions. There is certainly no harsh or dis- 

transition, no grating sharpness m tbieir music. 
Ittpdxx^pal character is that ot twDg aoft, lively, 
tWMt, and disaffldf to % degree, wMcb aeeoMd 
to UB quite surprising. They have amved 
beyond the point of being pleMMl with mm 
sound — the muaiciaa aiopd at far hig^r views, 
UmI of intonotiiig fte feeiiiigB» smfcaaing 
thought, or exciting the passions. Accordingly 
Omj haw their diffioMnl kindt of wne. Id 

which they have recourse according as they wish 

Their pieoes of music are very numerous. A 
parftffmer of soioe notoriety, who exhibited be« 
fbie us, Staled Aai he knew one hundhBd and 

man brought with him two 
inetniinsnfs, the one a wind, the other a atcngwi 
imtrument The former, called klani, resembled 
a flageolet, aa wall hi fim aa inthe tonaa, whiah 
however, were fuller, softer, and louder, than 
thoae ofthatioatniiiient* Hia inaanar of blowhig 
on it resembled that of a person using the blow- 
pipe* Ha waa thua enabled to keep up an unm- 

terrupted series of notes. 

The other, a more curious, as weU aa more 
agreeable instrument, ia called tuk*kay, from ita 
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fancied resemblance to a lizard, though iu point 
of fonn, to me it afqpears to approach neawr to Ibifc 
of a Chinese junk. It is about three feet long» has 
a JiuiUow body 9 a n 4 thcoo largo soundiiig- jbotoa 
en tiM baiii, iilikii 18 of a loinM Ilii 
composed of pieces of haid wood, ioiaid wilb 
Qolh6Mf>pesrL Tkiw strings, odb of bnis 
wire, the others of silk^ supported on small bito 
of wood, extend fiom one end of the inatrtunwl 
to the other, and are tuned by meaiiB oi' long 
pegs. The perfimnflr pmsing his left hand on 

the cords, strikes them at proper distances, with 
the fore*fiiiger of the right 

There is another instrument, called khong- 
nonff *m ttiA mi lain ni' which is sds^ verv T^i^Qn»t- 

&a»n*iofaserie8 of sindloyiid)^ cfdifls* 

liot siases, aiiftpended horigantolly in a bamboo 
firsme, faming a large segnoni of a ciitla h 
i& sometimes so large, that the perfi^rmer may 
at within the ciide of the instrument, his back 
being then turned to the vacant ^ace. 

The tones of this instnimenlsreyeiry i^ssii^. 
It is usually accompanied by the instrument 
osUfid fan-nan : this is fccmed of flatbais of wood, 
about a foot in length, and an inch in breadth, 
pisesd by the aide of each other, snddiqttsedso 

as to form an arch, the convexity of which is 

downwaids. Both this and the iast^ m entionsd 

• See Rapfw* Java, Vol. 1. 470. « 
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inHnunent are struck with a light piece of wood. 
The task were more tedious than useful or 

jMBii— tainimr fa ftfMmfiflrte all the.inUAiCftl UlStRh 

ments used by the Siamese. They have herein 
displayed juuch ixigeiiiiity» and no iacoggiclettJate 
proficiency, combining various instruments so as 

to produce a very pleasing e&ct« lacoudusiour 
we may observe; that thm is a very retraikabb 
di&reDGe b^weea the character of their vocal 
aiid instrumental music, the former bring as 
j^intive and melancholy, as the latter is livdy 
and playful 

20ih May, 1822.— Though but little of an 
agreeable or sads&ctory nature has oocxsmied 
respecting the commercial or political objects of 
the missicxi since our arrival, it seems proper 
that we should here take a brief and cursory view 
of these transactions. As the subject was un* 
mvoidably nendered one of public notoriety, and 
often became matter of conversation between 
Captain Dangerfield and the Agent to di& Oover- 
nor General, occasionally even at the table of the 
latter, it became no very difficult matter to gain 
scxne insight into the a£^r ;. I mean that persons 
who, like myself, were unconnected with politt* 
cal and cormaercial matters, could thus become 
in some dq^ree acquainted with what was goiiv 
. forward : the mure bO, as the Portuguese of the 
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place» and the captains and oflfeers of the two 
English ships in the river were favourably situ- 





« ■ ■ 








una 





subject. From these sources my .ioformatiou 
has been principaliy drainu 



Digitized by Google 



m 



mmoiA TO SUM 



CHAPTER V. 

IHTBRVIEW WITH THE PrA-KlANG. — Mr. FiNLA^SON (IALLKD 
UPON TO VISIT A 0A8B OP ChOLB&A IN THB PaLAOH.— Ml8- 
tlOir HOT TItlTSO BT AV7 PtUWntB OP RBanGTABlUTT.^ 

Paktibsat thb Court of Bankoil— Nothhtograhtxd nr 

PATOOm op COMHBBOB.— ^BITT TO THB OOTBElTOft GbMBAI* 
I.8ATB8 WTTHOTTT AW AVDiBirOB.— BaHKOK, TRB 1>WBLI.Iir«B 

MOSTLY FLOATI^iG RaPTS. IWHABirANTS MOSTLY ChINBSE. 

Manufactures of Tin, Lkaihbr, Cast-Iron Vksskls. — 
Balacuano. — Siamese eat Flesh, but do not kill. 

PaLACBS ANdTbIIPI.BS, or PRAOBAOn of BaHKOK.— 4llA«Bt 
OP BVDDHA BZC888IPBLT HUXBROmk— AmALOOIBB BBTWRBX 
TBB PfRAMIO OP EOTPT AKO THB BaUDDHIO DAOOBA. 

It has already been mmtioiied that the Agent 

to the Governor General had visited the Prim^e 
CSnoma-Cihit, previously to his introduction to the 
king. On that occasion^ however, neither pdi- 
tical nor commercial matters were so mudi as 
touched upon, as will be seen by reference to 
the account of the interview given by lieu- 
tenant Rutherfurd, the prince having merely 
observed* relative to sudi matters, that the Fhu 
klang would, in ordinary matters, be the me- 
dium of communicaticm between them, but that 
he would at all times receive the Agent to the 
Governor General. 

Sometime after the audience of the king had 
taken place, the Agent had a second interview 
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wfth tfait prince ; but nmfher on this ooeasiqiidid 

the objects of the.zaission enter into the aubjects 
of cooyersatiant mther diiectly or indirectly. 

Mr. Rutherfurd and I accompanied Mr. Craw« 







M 







at the particular request of the prince, who also 
mmed the hour of audienoe. We readied his 

mansion, a dirty and mean-looking building, 
though spacious within and tolerably well fitted 
up, at the appointed hour. We were shewn into 
an open court, at one end of the edifice as a 
wailing»Tioom ; this place was'neither decent nor 
respectable. A crowd of noisy, dirty, and iU» 



bred slaves or attendants crowded n 



mill* 



tlie 



place, or were lolling on the floor, never taking 



the least notioe of us, unless to shew intentional 

insolence. One or two small rushlights placed 
upon the floor cast a dim and gloomy light around 
the room, by the aid of which we could discover 
in a indie, a number of small wooden imageo, 
partly Chinese, and partly Siamese. In this 
place the Agent to the GovemcMr Qenend was 
kept waiting upwards of two hours. The chief 
Suri^Wong happouing to come in, stated that the 
prince was at prayers, and that this was the 
cause delay. Yet the hour had been named 
by the prince himsdf. 

At length, however, it was intimated that the 
prince was ready to receive the Agent according 

OS 
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to the usual custom of the Siamese : we found 
him. e^ti^ided upou his back, and roUiiig about 
upon a small piece oftsarpel. * He took no Dodee 
of us oa our eutrance ; the. attendants, who .were 
all prostrate, near, to the threshold, directed us 
to sit down upon a piece of handsome carpet, 
near to the door,, and at a distance from the 
prince ; which might be deemed more, thaa re- 
qwotfiil. Mr. Crawfiird's interpreter was not 
permitted to enter with him, but by perseverance 
lie foDoed his way near to the door, where.he had 
to undergo many a severe pindi and other insults 
from the out-door .attendants^ who wished to driye 

. lum^away. 

The conversation turned .upon the govermnent 
of our Indian possessions, and paitioularly on 

• that of Ceylon. The pi iiice hearing that I had 
been, in that country, for which they eatertajn 
the liighest respect, calling it by the, name of 

Lanka, and regarding it a8.the80uroe.fiK]in which 

they have drawn their religion, put numerous 
qnostioiis respecting the state o£ the T^^y^htff 
religion, the number, size and condition of the 
temples, pra^<jiadis and images^ as compared 
with those of Siam. 

He tbon inquired into the state medicine 
amongst the people of Europe, asked how many 
diseases the human body was subject, to, whether 
tb^idlaidhitttted of cure, and 80 forth. This sort 



Digitized by Goog 



AND COCHm CHIKA. 



of cnversatioii lasted for neailytw^ althe 

end of which, cdncdving probably by our manner 
that we were heartily tired, b60i by his ques- 
tions, as well as by the constrained posture 
which we were obliged ta assume in sitting upon 
the floor, he told us that we might depart. The 
conversation of the prince would lead us to infer 
that he is a maa of more curiosity than talent,- 
though in respect to the latter, he did not appear^ 
to be particularly defective. He seemed desiioos - 
that vaccination should be introduced into the 
kiflgdom, and inquired, as it were inckkotally* 
if it were possible to procure a gentlemaa of the 
medical professira from B^agaL On braig told 
that such a person might be procured by his 
writing to the- Governor . General on the subjects 
he took no fiirther notice of the matter. 

Some time in the course of this month, I was 
requeirted to wait upon the prince, about mid- 
night, on account of a lady of rank in the palace, 
who was said to be labouring under a seme at* 
tack of cholera morbus. He expressed his thanks 
for the promptitude with which I had attended - 
to his request ; stating that the person on whose 
aooount I had been called was now consideied 
to be some^vhat better, and that she had fallen 
aaieep^; that however in the course ot a lew mi- 
notes he should receive another report, and 
begged that X would remain, in order to accc»n- 
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pany him to the palace of the king, if the report 
should be unfiEivourable. In the meaitfime he 
ord^edl^eCel, to be laid before me, and oom* 
meDced a ocmersation in which he seeioed much 
infemled^ legpecting the sick lady, and m 
method oi cure in this disease. A report came 
that she was better and still asleep ; he asked if 
the latter circumstaace were favourable, and 
seraied surprised when tokl that in this disease, 
in particular, sleep was in general rather appa- 
rent than realt and therefore a very fallactous 
symptom, and to be judged of correctly by actual 
inspection only . He now shewed great eagerness 

to obtain some portion of the medicines used in 
the cure of chdera. In ai^wer to his demands 
on this subject, I replied that it was necessary I 
should see die side person before I could say with 
accuracy what would be proper for her; that be 
must necessarily be but imperfectly acquainted 
wilh the manner of describing diseases, and that 
I myself was bnt very imperfecdy acquainted 
with the language through which we communi- 
cated ; and that therefore I could not be sup- 
posed to acquire very correct infoimatioii on the 
subject of the disease in question ; and tliat be- 
sides, it happened that medicines which were 
proper at one period of the disease were hurtful 
at another. 

He was by no means satisfied with these rea- 
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mm; ftr after a few ndntea ha rabmid to 

the same wibject, saying that he should wish 
to haYe SQDne of my mecKciioea by hun » to gi?e to 
his people in the eveot of their being seized with 
umplaini. With this roqimH I leadily com- 
plifidt and gave the necessary iustiuctions^ which 
me csreAdly imttea down by an atlwHrianl. 

He continued in conversation on tins and other 
sobjedit for nearly three hours; when, beooB»* 
iag impatient at this idle and unnecessary occu- 
pation ot' my time> .I told him that it was my 
wish to d^art as it did not seem liksely that my 
advice would be required. With this request he 
compiiatl, again stating his obligatiooa to ma, 
and that he would request me to attend in the 
mamag on the lady» if she should not be bottor. 
The poor lady, however, was not destined to see 
Ibe of aiMTthfr dar. It had haDDensd. as I 
had forewarned the prince, that after the more 

she fell into a state of stupor, which the attend- 

nfi¥er 

awakened again. 

At one period of her illness, they certainly ap« 
peared disposed to break through all oo'emony, 
and, &x once at least, to admit an European into 
the interior apartments of the women. Hie fal- 
lacious change which had taken place some time 
^^^MiwiRi^o^n^ ^i^jji^i^i^ ^t^ft^sflooMS It^^*^^^^ jH^^p^s^'^Rmift^^^l 

them from tweaking through the rule. 
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Biit.to jrotom fram thiB digraeskiiu: to Urn ob-.- 
jects of fhe mission. It has bemi akeady. men- • 
tioood that to CSiioiiift«Chit*, as illcgitiinate mm 

of the lining king, the commercial aflfairs of the • 
iiatjonaieiiilriii^ed; which heiB.inipaclor.. 

of the eastern maritime provinces of Chantibond 
and Bombasoi. £bis but the.fourth 1q .point o£ 
rank among the king's ministers, though com- 
mooly^ but eironeouigly, considered to. be^ .the: 
first and- even hdr totiie thione^ by the few.Eu-l 
ropeans who visit Baiikok«. This jiotion has: 
arifMmrfiom theur beii^ ii]iacqiiiiiitod:.widi:tfaB .' 
okhi^rSt.with wlromi as they iid.va.uo. business ta- 
trmaact, and besng for ^ most part incnrious* 
respecting such matters, they have but little 
dwKOft ioC beocsniBg aoquaipted. . It. waa only. 

after repeated inquiry, that we were enabled to 

a^certaiahis rank... (X\ the .prioc^s .superior in 
noik to CJhronm-Chit, we know nothing but by 
xeipoxt^ as we iiave. neither jvisited. nor been .in-; 
yited to Tisit or to meet them, the prince ClbiioiiMh: 
Chit and* his assistant . Suri-.Wong being the 
only persons of any rank whom we obtniied aa 
opportunity of visiting. Neither did aoy persons 
of Kiq[)ectability Tisit .iis, JiidesB -we might bj 

* This prince, it is understood, has since succeeded to the 
throne,, and commenced his re\s;n by allow in n sfcneral freedom of 
commerce to his subjects and foreigners, except in tiie articles of 
flr^-anos, Qgkm, and mmnb inr. vo^ nonop^liii, vJmbIi 
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etaneeiiidiicerifaeni in passing to titep into our - 
taOBDB,' or iwless. thay wished to procure medi- - 
cine8v:irtDdiwaB*isoiiiet^^ We had 

anticipated this circumstance, and were not 
thenfeoe mnoli jnBpriaedjttt'beiiig:]^^ mnch 
taourselves* 
It hadbeeniwell jGoor the Buoeess oCthe musioiir ' 

if. our. acquaintance had not extended to persons 

of maaiier.oQnditioiu. But Scoot what. has boea i 
aheady stated, it will be seen, tlmt persons, des- • 
titute .ahka ^of .raok^.of .respectability, .of au-, • 
fhority, anid aboye ttlL of honesty and good Mh^ 
wesar lelt to conduct the a&irs of the mis- • 
81011 ' wtth/'Ifae Bfitifth ;Agent. . l^is . yns' * 
but a sorry comphment to the government 
of -.Bmigal, which, ivith a d^ee jof liberality ' 
equalled only by its disinterested conduct, held 
fedh lo ihe:8iahie8e.&r gieater adinntages than : 
it .asked for its own subjects. 

The Siamese are tot> low in the acale of na- 
tions to be able to form a just estimate of the • 
adyaiUages of firieodly intercourse with sudi a : 
government. Itisto be suspected tootfasit the 
mean-spirited and grovelhng persons who con- 
duct the-conmierce. of the kingdom; haTe gi^ady - 
thwarted the objects of the mission, by mlsror 
preeentingiits real Yiews. . What else was to he 
expected of such men as the Malay Kochai, and 
airibe of %0uled. and. enigrant . natives the. * 
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coasts of Malabar and Ck)romaQdel> whose 
ililfliBBts dsmnd soldv udoq tha ezelaskMi of 

Europeans froiia the country ; or at least upon 
the preyenticm of a ftw tiade. 

Yet it was with such persons chiefly, I might 
almofit say exclusively* that the aegotiationa 
htd been oamed on ; frith the exception cf a 
few interviews with the Pra-Klai^. Even the 
Prince Chrama-CSiH, imidi less the other mnns* 
ters of the goYernment or the king» obtained 
nothing directly fiom the British Agent, but air 
ways through the medium of others, and ge- 
nerally through Kodiai Sahac Mr. Chcawfofd 
at length discovered that this man was totally 

unwortby of his confidence, and that his ccai* 
duct was altc^ether worthless, but it was now 
unibrtunately too lata. The cuDning and du« 
plicity of Kocfaai were caladated to deceive. 
He is in fact an agent ^ployed only for mean 
purposes, and to agitate aflhirs whidi his prin- 
cipals might consider discreditable to them* 
adves. It might, doubtless, have beenfimsean 
that nothing liberal or honest could come from 
such a quarter. It had been well, too, to hate 

rejected all commuaicatioa with agents of such 
inferior rank and worthless ocnduot. They are apt 
to injure national as well as individual character. 

It must be confessed, however, that it is no 
easy task to conduct affairs to a favourable ter- 
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ruination with such people as the Siamese ; and 
that it ia much more easy to dolact diflScuhiea 
than to surmount them ; to discover errors than 
to obviate or to lemedy them* We aniTed in 
the country ignorant of the manners of the people, 
ami oi the state of poiiticai opiuioa ; for mm in 
this despotic goyemment the spirit of party is 
not unknowiL That knowledge which we sub* 
seqpiently aoquired would, doubtless^ have been 
of the hrst importance to the British Agent* had 
he possessed it on landing in Siam. 

The history of past negotiations is sufQcient 
to prove that neither privileges, nor immnnities, 

nor advantages of any kind, are to be gained 
fiom the Ultra-Gangetic nations^ by submissicm* 
by condescension, or even by conciliation, or by 
flattery. They despise the former as a pcooS of 
weakness ; the latter, as arguing a mean spirit* 
Threats and aggression are neither justifiable nor 
necessary. A dignified, yet unassuming con* 
duct, jealous of its own honour, open and dis« 
inteiested, seeking its own advantage, but will- 
ii^ to promote that of otliers, will doubtless 
efifect mudi with naticms of this stamp of disp 
racter, and must in the end be able to accomplish 
die object desired. 

It deserves to be mentioned that the king's 
iounisters are divided into two parties. Tte 
Prince Chroma-Chit, enriched by the commerce 
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of the nation, and supported by the influence 
which tfaemaiTBgeTmaitof ilie tareasury has thiown : 
into his hands, stands at the head of one party, 
and exerts a degree of influence in the councils ^ 
of'theldiig, to wbidi.his rank alone does not 
appear to entitle him. He is more feared than 
beloved or. reBpected by the people. . He and 
his party, are more remarkable for their wealth, . 
than, forrespectability. They are well disposed 
to extend the limits of foreign commerce, as 
bringing the means of increasing .their own power ^ 
and influence, but they are either too ignorant 
or too weak to efiect this on sound principles, • 
The odier and more respectable party, consisting , 
of the princes Chroma-Lecong, chief judg§, 
Cihioma Khun, .minister. of the interior, .and 
Chau-Chroma-Sac, commander of the forces, en- 
tertain no. Tery exalted opinions o£ the advan- 
tages oi commerce in general, oppose the plans 
oftbe others, and are unwilling to lay aside their * 
ancient prejudices. ^ 
The busmess of the mission, as has been al^ 

ready observed, was agitated in detail with the 
Malay Kochai* Itis stated that Mr. Crawfiird 
drew up a treaty consisting of thirty-nine arti* 
cies. These were Ustened to with great attention, 
and it» seemed as if matters were going on 
very successfully for the mission. After they, 
had all been agitated, however, they were sue* 
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/ OBflsiTel; tlnown aside; till nothing re- 
mained of the.lreaty which could be interpreted 
into a concession in &vour of conuneisey ^imless 
we consider the reduction of the duties, one or 
two per oeat.» as. deserving olthat appeUation; 
:and;eYen this paltry matter. they refused.flatly 
<Hi the very iixst occasion, by telling Mr.^ Staim» 

. when* oondixUng some oommeidal transactions 
with them, that they would not reduce. the duties 

• mitiLfiye. English ships should visit tiie port an- 

..nually, or until after the lapse of a specified 

- niimbeicof yeais. 

. Ubis .was in &ct the coup-de-grace. 
Nodnngwliatever.had been, granted in.&vonr 
jof commerce. Tlie business of the mission had 
: DOfWixxneito an end. 

It was stated by Mr. Crawfurd, tliat the thig 

I'Was to grant an interview to the Agent of thaQo- 
vemor General on his taking leave. We have 
heard nothing further, of this matter, it is 
Ae adknowledged custom of the court' to.gfant 

. such interview *. . The ambaasador irom.Cocfain 

* For an Msooont of Ihe eoibsMj in 1636^ from Ijoais XIY. to 
^ eovrt <if BttiD,*ihe leader nay eomuIt'ilM woA of fhi joMnt 
Tuhard ; De« Faroes* relation of the reyoliitioitt in Siam in 10S8 ; 

Extracts from a voyaLTc with tlie armament oi' M. da Quesne, in 
1690 ; and also the Memoir. s of Couut Forhin, and the Universal 
History. The French interest was chiefly indebted for the ta- 

- vouiable reception and lofty hononrs with which the monarch of 
SiniwaepleBiedtohoiMNir hii good frieadi and ftithfid aUiee» 
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CShin had. .obtained his audieooe of leave, aod 
dropped down the river this day, (11th June,) on 
hia return home. 

The king of Siam did not oondesoend to re- 
turn a written answer to the Governor-Qraeralof 
Ba^ bdia. It was stated Oal the Pnukkng 
mnld write to him, on which Mr* Crawlucd re- 
piiaoiiiit<Ml that in this case the letter must be ttd« 
dressed to the secretary of government. 

It noir appeorod, however, that this offioe ims 
delegated to a person of still inferior rank, the 
Pra-klang's assistant, Pya-pee*pat Ko-sa. This 
letter was written in the Siamese and Portuguese 

languages. That in the latter was shewn to jse 

by the writer. It went merely to specify, that 
Mr. Crawf urd had brought presents and a letter 
fifom the Qovemor (Jeneral. That the tenor of 
this letter stated that England had enjoyed (uro- 
peace ix some years past,-Mliat Bengal 
did so al80,'-*-that tlie Governor. General was de- 
siiQiis to contract friendship with the king of 
Siam, — that all British ports were as free to the 
Siamese as to oor own subjects. In reply, the 
letter from Pya-pee-pat stated that British vessels 

He GlitTftlinr de CbtniDoiil 9ad luiti^ to tiie good oIIom ^ 
Conrtantinf Phonlkoiip j^fine laiidftter of Sum, a mtiTo of Co- 
pkeMa» who %Md commeneed his in ih& ofeM 

English company. Can we iniat^iiie that the eveiiU oi' Uiuati tUja 
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may at all timw yvdt Bmkdk ; but nodiing wa» 

said of privileges, or freedom of commerce, or 
meii of Iha xedaodoii of duties. 

The Chuliahs and Portuguese, or rather the 
dMoendanto <rftbe latter, were assembled at tlie 
house of the Pra-klang, to deliver this letter to 
the Agent of the Qovemor General, but neith^ 
the Plra4dang himsdf, nor evm hia assistant, at* 
tended. It v^ould appear that there was some- 
Aing infiinnal in the letter, or that they would 
not give ilie letter written in the Siamese lan- 
guage. It had not, therefoie, been as yet deU- 

Tered over to the British agent, 

Jun$ llth.^Th» Coehin CSiinese ambaseador 

and suite passed down the river, in two praus, 
adomed wiUi nitflMroua standards, on their te» 

turn to their country. 

Jwic mtk. — ^It had been reported for ummi 
days back, and occasionally stated by Mr. Oraw- 
foxd, that the delay which has occurred in the 
dethnery of die letters to fl^ Brittsh ini8sion> 
had led the Siame^sft government to consider 

now m* 

tended to grant documents, in the form of a 
oomnidicial tieaty. In the eourse of the men* 

ing of this day, the documents alluded to were 
pRxlaoed, aial delimed to the Agent in our 

presence. They consisted of the Siamese and 

Portuguese letteva fofmedy alluded to, the 
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. Sanom wrapped up in . silk, and seal6d>. in- 
7 imided. to be. deliyered to Mr. Prinsep ; die 
other, said to be an exact translation of the 
. feimor^ was opw, andiDteiKledfi»:theiiispectioii 
. oi .the. Agent of the Governor General To these 
iwere DOW. added a brief letter* also in. Siamese 
• and Portuguese, from the Pia-chulah, the head 
cfauliahiotiiiocmnaaof tiieidaoe» infistuMr in rank 
to Pya-pee-pat, and an under-collector of the cus- 
.toms. .This was addressed to Mr. Craw&ucd,.aQd 
a sealed copy was sent for Mr. Prills^. This 
.statea merely that English ships will be received 
into the port, on their complying with the usual 
rules, landings their , guns and small anus at 
Bankok, paying the* usual ezpoft. and import 
duties, and port charges. That the. Fia-chulah 
will assist them in disposing of their. cargMS ; 
.and that no more than the usual dutiea will be 

Jun& nth. — Sufficient time had elapsed since 
we arrived in.this place, to have enabled ,ns to 
gain a tderable acquaintance with the city and 
its . euviroDS. Unfortunately, . however, ibr my 
pursuits, it had so happened, that I was able 
to turn this tedious and . irksome . delay to 
litlleadvaiitage ; forhaTing beenrsei^ed with a 
slight bilious fev^ on the passage .from the 
coast of Boneo to.tfaat of Gambodii^ vdddrim 
soon after followed by an attack of pneumooia. 
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rt toa d ed with several relapses, I have been le^ 
dooed'to tbe neoessity of keeping mudi at home. 
A few visits to the city have he^ all that we 
Imve yet aooompiishecL The ooimtry aflbsda but 
little fecility for walkiog, or travelling in any 
way* 00 that wa have been able to. penetrate but 
a mile or two in any direction, except by water. 
AU attampta to proceed into the interior, aod 
•ev^to Yuthia,have been jealously watched, and 
our requests have beea carefully evaded, though 
ad direcdy refused. Thi» situated, we axe 
but iU qualified as yet to speak of the agriculture 
of the oountry, or the condition of the peasantry. 
Frequent conversations with respectable indivi- 
duals among the natives, together with what we 
have ourselves occasionally seen, have given us 
some insist into the habits of the people^ their 

manners, their laws, their religion, &c. 

Bankok, as being the capital of the kingdom, 

deserves to be more particularly mentioned. 
33bough but of modem date, it has become the 
chief city in the kingdom, a distinction which it 
owes chiefly to its having been rendered the seat 
of government, by the Chinese kmg Piartac 
Previous to bis time, the place was of little 
importance, and noted chiefly £ir the excdlence 
of its firuits, which were sent in great abundance * 
toYulhia, at that time the capital. 
The capture and plunder of the ancient city 
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by the Barmans, together with the disastrous 
evwts which feUowed, ioduoed maiiy <tf tlie v^utt 

bitants to abandon tlie place. Pia-tac collecting 

Ihd flcalttted of the duuirilBd inbabitaotft 

around him, was soon in a condition to establish a 
aewcity. Tl^e sitd of Bankok oSkted savasal ^ 
vantages over that of Yuthia. He oonslracled a fori 
on the right baok oi the river, the walls oi which, 
as well as his pfilace, if a building of such wietcbod 
appearaoce deserve thiU. name, are stiU to be 
seetL The euooesses of Pia4ae, in his mam 
against the Baromns, enabled him to reahze hia 
?iews with legard to Benkok. Since Uiis time 
it has constantly been on the increase. The suc- 
cefiBoys of Pia4ac have had it equally ia view 
to aggrandize the place. Tliey have built seve- 
nd new palaces, and other pubUc biuUiDgs ; bul 

the edifices on which the greatest care, labour, 
• and mpemQf have hom bestowed, ajre the tem* 
pies, including the usual ormmental building, 
called Pra-cha-di, of a spiral £Drm, probably the 
sepukhral mcmummt of Buddha* The palace of 
the present king is situated on the left bank cf 
the river, nearly opposite to the oki palace of 
Pia-tac, upon an island from two to three miles 
in length, though of uoconad^ble breadth. 
The palace, and indeed almost the wlioJe of this 
island is surrounded by a wall, in some parte cf • 
considerable height, here and there furnished 
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wAk iiidiffemt4ookiiig baslioiis, and pfcmded 

with numerous gates both towards Hhq river and 
tn eadi side. Both the king and aeveml id taii 
miaisters reside within ttis space. The persoud 
attached to the oourt are vary nmmm% and 
also reside here, in wretched huts made of pahnr 
leaves. There is, in &ct, but little distioctMi 
between this place, and other parts of the tawn» 
e&oepi it be that you see fern Chinese thmb 
and that the shops are of inferior quality. The 
gieater part, however^ ot the space incJuded 
die Wall, eensists of waste gioind, swamps* aid 
firuit-gardens; 

The city is oontinuoas with diepalai», extendr^ 
ing on both sides of the river to the dist^ce of 
three or Ibur miles ; it lies prmctpally on thk left 
bank, and the most populous as well as the 
wealthiest part lies nMily opposite to the house 
of the Pra-klang, but a little lower down. The 
town is built entirely of wood, the palaces of the 
king, the temples and the houses of a few chiefs 
beiug alone ^constructed oi brick or mud walls. 
The mildness of the dimate, the dieapness of 
the materials used in building, and the jGnr 
iffnts of which the natives are pos sessed , rsnder 
them indifierent to the destructive ravages of hre. 
'Ebe foin oocasioiied by this element they r^ud 
' with perfect indifference. From the great length 

irtiich the city occupies along the banks of the 

PS 
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Tiver, it might be supposed to be a place of vast 
, extent: this» however, is not the case. The 
Siamese may be said to be aquatic ia their dis- 
.positian. The booses rarely extend more than 
. one or two hundred yard^ from the river, and by 
fiur the greater number of them are floating on 
bamboo rafts secured dose to the bank. The 
houses that are not so floated are built on posts 
dFiven into the mud, and raised above the bank, 
a precaution tendered necessary both by the 
diurnal flow of the tides, and the annual inun- 
dations to which the country is subject. It has 
been said that there are but few, I had aknost 
said, no roads or even pathways. To every 
house, floating or not, there is attached a boat, 
generally very small, for the use of the &mily. 
Tliere is little travelling but what is perfonned 
by water, and hence the arms both of the women 
and men acquire a lai^e size fiom the constant 
habit of rowing. 

The few streets that Bankok boasts are 
passable on foot only in dry weather ; the prin- 
cipal shqps, however, and the most valuable 
meldiandise, are foimd along the river ia the 
floatrng-houses. These tloating-houses are oocu* 
fied afanost exclusively by Chinese. In the 
most populous parts of the town the latter would 
appear to constitute at least three-fourths of tiie 
whole population ; and if we were to ibrm an 
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estimate of those that are to be seen at all hours 
moving up and down the riyer in boats cS various 
kinds, often fonning a very animated scene, the 
proportioD would be still greater on the side d 
the Chinese. Tliere are but very few parts of 
Bankok where the Chinese^do not appear to 
exceed the natives in number. The greatest 
unifiirmity prevails in the appearanee of the 
houses — a handsome spire here and there serves 
to enlivm the view, and these are the only orna- 
ments which can be said to produce this effect, 
for the singular architecture displayed in the 
eonBtmcdon of the temples and palaces can 
hardly be considered in this light. 

A more particular account of thd floating- 
houses has been given above : like every other 
building in the phioe, they consist of one floor 
only. The houses generally have a neat appear^ 
ance; they are, for the most part, thatched with 
palm-leaves, but sometimes with tiles. They 
are divided into several small apartments, of 

which the Chinese always allot tlie central one 
Sex the reception of their housdiold gods. The 
shops, forming one side of the house, being 
shut up at night, are converted into sleeping 
apartmmts. The whole is disposed with the 
greatest economy of space; even the narrow 
virandas in frcmt; on which are usually disposed 
jars of water, pots with herbs and plants, bundles 
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of firewood, They have become so babi* 
tufttod to this faort of aquAtks life, as memfij to 
experience any inconvenience from it. The walls 
And floora of the ilonses are formed o^ 
ewisidering the nature of tlie climate, such buiid- 
iigft affiffd very comfifftable shdt^. Thebomee 
(tf the oommon people are equally wretched in 
eppearaoce with tficse ci a oamnion bazair in 
India. Those occupied by the Chinese are in 
fMieridiiMtc^atidinoifttti^^ Thekttet 

people are not only the principal merchants, but 
the only artificers in the place. . The most couft- 
mon trades arn those of tm-smldi, btadntralli, 
and currier. The manuiacture of tin vessels is 
Tery consldeTaMe» and the utensils being po- 
lished bright, and often of very handsome Ibrms, 
giv6 an air of extreme neataess to te shops in 
which they are displayed. Were it not for the 
teT5'^ extraordinary jiindion of the trade of cur*, 
rier, such places might readily be mistaken for 
sUveismiths' shdfMl. The ooeupations just mm- 
tioned are carried on in the same shop con- 
jointly^ and by the same individuals. l%e pre- 
paration of leather is carried on to a great 
extenty not for the purpose of makii^ shoes, 
which are scarcely tised, but for covering mat-, 
tresses and pillows^ and for exp<^ation to China. 
After tatining, the leather is dyed red with the 
bark, I believe, of a species of Mimosa. Hie 
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bides used are principally those of the deer^ 
whidi are to be had in the grefltest abnndaiM. 
Besides these* they use that of the ox and 
bi]£UD« Leopaids% tigens* flkim, #u» are pre« 
served with the fur on^ and exported to China. 
There are, in the pbtce, ot^ two mami&ctoried 

of shallow cast-iron pots, also conducted by 

Chiaese : . the process is extremely simple, 
wad the articles ai'e sold remarkably cheap. 
Fnom the practiceof these and other trades* the 
CSniiMe deriye a Tery handsome- liveUbood; 
they are consequently enabled to procure mote 
geoeioUe food thail the natirea. It it eren a 
common boast with the labourers of this class^ 
that tbey lite better than the first chiefs of the 
country. TOieir food, however, is gross and rich 
to eicefiS; pofk is their priftdpal and fitvootite 
diet, oil is reckoned scarce less savoury, and 
their y^etables are invariably brought to table 
floating in a sea of fat. A Chinese thus ex- 
psnds more money on eatiiig, in one week, than 
a Siamese in two or three months, and his supe- 
rior industry wiU enable him to do so. 

The food of tiie Siamese oonsists chiefly ot 
ik^Oi which is eaten with a substance called Ba- 
ladiang^ a strahge compound of things savoury 
and loathsome ; but in such general use, that no 
one tlnnke of eating vrithoul eome portion of it/ 
EeUgion o&rs but a feeble barrier agauist the 
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desire to eat animal food, and the Siamese easily 
satisfy their coosQieDce on this score. They 
oonoeive that they have obeyed the injunction of 
the law, when they themselves have not kiUed 
the animals. They do not hesitate to purcbase 
fish, fowls^ ^c, alive in the market, desiring the 
seller to slay them before he deUvers them over, 

well contented that the crime must remain at- 
tached to the latter. Their devotion, at times, 
goes the length of inducing them to purchase 
numbers of living fish for the purpose of .turning 
fhem loose again, and the king has oftm in tUs 
manner given liberty to all the fish caught on a 
particular day. Yet the privilege of fishing is 
sold by the king to the highest bidder, and from 
this source he derives a very considerable annual 
revenue. The Siamese, however, are more 
chou» in tbeur food, and less indulgent of th^ 

appetites than the Chinese. 

The town derives but little arehitectural oma- 
ment firom the state of its public buildings, if we 
except the sacred edifice called Prarchardi. The 
palaces aie buildings' of inconsidCTable size in- 
dividually, in the Chinese style, covered mAi a 
diminishing smes of three or four tiled looft, 
sometimes terminated by a small spire, .and more 
remarkable for smguIarity Aan for beauty. The 
palace of the king is covered with tin tiles. 

Many of the temples oov» 9* Isq^ «(tept fi( 
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{prouod; they placed in the most elevated 
and best situations, surrounded by brick walls or 
haudxx) hedges^ and thei enclosure contains xui- 
merons rows of buildings, disposed in straight 
lines. Ttiey consist of one spacious* and in ge- 
neral lofly haU, with narrorvr but numerous doors 
and windows. Both the exterior and interior 
am studded oyer with a profusion of minute and 
singular ornaments of the most varied descrip- 
tioQ. It is on tile ends» and not on die sides of 
the exterior of the building, that the greatest 
care has been bestowed in the disposition of the 
ornaments. A profusion of gilding, bits of look- 
ing glass, China basins of various colours, stuck 
into the plaster, are amongst the most common 
materials. Hie floor oi the temple is elevated 
several feet above the ground, and generally 
boarded or paved, and covered with coarse mats. 

The fBtbulous stories of Hindu theology fi- 
gure in all the absurdity that gave them birth, 
upon the interior wdls. The wildest imagina- 
tion would seem to have guided the artist's 
hand; yet h^ and there he has portrayed, by 
accident, perhaps, more than by design, human 
passions with .a jdegjcee of spirit and of truth 
worthy of better subjects. Notwithstanding the 
great demand there is ibx painting in this way, 
the curcumstanoe is singular and remaifcable, 
that this diving art should not only continue 
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-in its iofiuicy among them, but timt their perfivmp 
ances should not even indicslsi a capacity 
nftn inin or in ffTeateT fliff Iit8« IL AS sooiiB beliaTe^ 
Asia has givBO birdi to the artrf, the mpsrienos 
ef ages has proved that she is quite incapable of 
eofryiiig them Id perfsctioB. 

Here, for the first time, did I observe obsc^os 
paintings in a tsoaple dedicalBd Id Buddha. In 
Ceylon they would have been deemed altogether 
piofenew We weie amused to find suspended in 

a vc ry handsome temple, two coarse paintings of 
French ladies^ in ruzal owirfjima. 
At one #nd of the temple a sort of altar is 
• raised, on wbieh is placed the principal figure of 
Buddha,' surrounded by immmerable tesser 
and by those ci {nriests; and here and there is 
disposed the figure of a deceased king, <fistni« 
guished by his tall ccuical cap, pecuUar jhj^ 
siognomy, and rich costume. Hie figures of 
Buddha have a cast of the Tartar countenance^ 
particularly the eye of thai race* HieyaiefWf 
commonly disfigured by having tattered um- 
brellas of doth or paper suspended orcr the 

head, or tied to it, and by having rags of dirty 
<doth wrai^^ed round tbeai» it being reekoned 
devout to deck the statues in this way ; though 
as the images are all gilt, and in general well 
cast, this gives them a retj sorry appearanee. 
It wiU scarcely be credited how numerous the 
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imagw of Buddha sra in the temples. They on 

disposed with unspariiig profusion on the altar, 
of all fdzes, 6om one inch to thirty fi^et in bagbt« 
In the outer courts of the twnple they are dis- 
poeed in itill greater number. The arrangement 
observed in the temple called Waat-thay-cham'* 
poon^ may be given as an instaoce at what ooours 
in the leet. 

This consists of a number of temples, Pia* 
dn^dis and buildings allotted for the aoooni- 
modationof priests, enclosed in an ample squeurei 
father moie than a quarter of a mile on each 
ude. The principal tipples are further sur- 
founded by a piacza open only towards the tern* 
pie, and about twelve or fifteen feet in breadth, 
and well paved. Against the back waU, a stout 
platform of masonry extends round the temple, 
on whidi are placed gilded figures of Buddha^ 

for the most part considerably larger tlum tlie 
human si2e» and so dose to each other as td 
leave no vacant place on the platform. Of these 
Statues the greater number are made of east iron, 
others are made of brass, others of wood or 
day, and all with careful uniformity. Several 
hundieds of such images and thus seen at one 
gkmce of the eye. In other and less spadous 
passages, minor figures, diiefly of day or wood, 
are heaped together in endless numbers. They 

* LileiitUy the roof of the Tra or Lord. 
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woull appear to aocumulate so fitst, that it se^oos 

probable the priests are at times reduced to the 
necessity of demolishing hosts of them. 

From what has been said, it will be seen that 
images are here manufactured in vast num- 
bers. Hie expense in gilding alone, for eyery 
image is gilt» must be great Some are of 
enormous size ; in this temple there is one about 
thirty feet high. The attendants attempted 
to persuade us that it was made of copper, 
but the application of the knife proved it to 
be of hard wood in different pieces. This 
btatue is erect, and stands alone in a building 
apparently erected as a covering for iu The 
more common posture in which Buddha is repre- 
sented is that of sittipg cross-legged, in a con- 
temi^atiye attitude, the soles of the feet turned 
up. In other instances he is reclining on a pillow, 
the attitude also contemplattve. These three 
are the only postures in which the natives of 
Ceylon represent him. Here he is to be seen 
ableep, and, as I have been told, there are even 
some figures that represent him as dead. 

The minor arrangements of the temples are 
hardly deservmg dT notice. The apartments 

allotted for the accommodation of the priests are 
dean, neat, substantial, and comfortable, without 
(ornament or superfluity. 
The Pia-ch^di of the temple called Waa^ 
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thay-cham-ponn, is the handsomest of the kind 
in Bankok, and indeed deserving of notice on 
account of its architectural beauty. 

Thd Pra-cba-di, called, by the Baiiddhiflt^ of 
Ceylon, Dagoba, is a solid building of masonry, 
without aperture or iulet any sort, however 
large it may be. It is generally buik in the 
neighbourhood of some temple» but is not 
itself an object or a |dace c( urarohip, being 
always distinct from the temple itself*. In its 

* * Tb» deiifa of the small chamben m tiw Pjiradds Egypt 
hm been Tuioadf explained ; eone condderiiig UieiiiM lepiiklinl 
depotifeorieSy and oUmh as the adjta of tiie mora taered and retired 
nytfteriei* ne tmtli poenUy waj be thafe each conjeetare is eev- 

rect, and that in the office of a sepulchral shrine, as well as in 
form, the Pyramid and the Da^aba exactly coincide. 

Amon^ the Mackenzie collection in the Librar)' of the Honour- 
able East India Company» is a Tolume of drawings representing 
the ruins of Amarawati, an ancient city on the Kishna rivert In 
wMch tba fyna of tbe interior of tiie Dagoba* or lepnlGbre of 
Bnddha ii amply Hbutratid. 

Several cireumttaneea and ceremonies in tbe reli^fion of Bnddbn 
wodd seem to identify its origin, in a great measore, wilii tiiat of 
ancient E^ypt. The physiognomy, the form, and the stature of 
Buddha arc as distinctly Etliiopic as they are (liffereiit from tlmse 
which charactd i/e the various tribes which inhabit eitiier the western 
or eastern parts of the Asiatic continent. That it is a religion foreign 
to Asia, the uncertainty which still existi with regard to the counta^ 
or distriot which gave it birth would seem to render probable. 
The proofs which have been brought forward in fibTOor of Ceyhm» 
and of Magadha, would aeem to rest upon very slender foondationa* 
Several festivab in tins religion bear a strong resemblanee to the 
ceremonies performed by the ancient Eo:} i>tians' on the rising- of the 
Kile. That called Teriharah is of this nature. The Pyramids of 
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origin, it would appear to have been sepulchral, 
and 'fteitined to commflmorate eitfaor the death of 
Buddha, or his translation into iieavcn. Even at 
the pMussA time, these craamentai buildings aie 
thought to contain ^iome relic of Buddha. This 
fjP ft in particular p m ^ Vi^ a tight and haodaome 
appearance : the lower part consists of a series 
of dodecahedral terraces, diimiiisbing graduiitty 

to nearly one half of the w hole height, where 
thay are suooeeded bjf a handsome spiie, lluted 
longitudinally, and ornamented with numerous 
pircuiar mouldings. The minoi: ornaments a|9 
nuneroua, and towards the summit there k a 
nail globe of glass* The total height would 

Egypt, are they not the prot«ty]M of the JhigtMi^ or Pra-cha-di? 
iMtta d of coa»ijioffiii|r stupeafloiM mtmiiiiieiita of InuiiaB 
Wboar m iSmt toMbi of otrtUj kiiifs, iwglil ire not rather to 
fgud fheni m Mriog their origin to leHgiooe motlTes? It it 

icarccly ppMiMe to MIeve that any other motive could induce men 
to undertake or to execute works of such magnitude. TJie siiiali 
chambers found in tlie interior ui some of them mi^^ht have con- 
tained, or at least had been intended to contain relics^ such as bones 
of their deity. This conjectvie reeei?ei eonfinnatioa from Sir 
Everard Home^e aceomit of thoee hones which he ezamfaied at the 
tehw of IjleitBiiaiii>ColDnd Fltrchrence^ and which* when eom* 
leaved with the eheletooi in the Himterian Miiwimi, were derlMIf 
theee «f the Bos g«mn. These bones were foand in the sarco- 
phagus of the pyramid of Cephrenea. See F it z clarence^ s Route 
throagli India and Eirypt to England, pag^e 499. in addition it 
may be remarked, tiiat Muevis and Apis, the sacred bulls, weif 
considered as emblems of the God of Jutice, and that Dharma 
Hnjnh, or the King of ^natlGe, li a veiy eonunaa appdlative ^ 
Biiddhaw-i^iMer. 
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sqppear to be about two hundred and My ieet 
fiom the ground. 

Minor edifices of this sort are common in 
every temple. They are in general raised upon 
^ of twehrP sid^s, ]^^% Retimes of eigh- 
teen. 

We have no accurate data to enable us to esti- 
mate the population of Bankok. It has been 
stated that the Chinese constitute at least one- 
half id the whole. The remainder is composed 

Siamese, natire christians of this place and 
of Cambodia, Barmans, f eguers, and natives of 
t)ie Malay islands and of Laos*. These ocr* 
cupy distinct portions q£ the to«n» and associate 
eidy with eadi othne. 

* Laoa or Laos it the country north of Siun Proper, and im<* 
mediately adjoining the southern border of the Chinese province of 
Yunnan ; from this ( irciimfitance, from the reported ditiereuce of 
ll^iguag^y and from the boundary of Siam not including the 
Northern Laos, the people of Laoa are* in all prolt^ilit/, naticMi* 
aSy diitin€t firom the Siameie. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Physical form and charactrr op thb Siambss,— Mavnefis 

AMD CoSTOMt^T&BATMftlTT OF THB DEAD, AMD PUNfiRBAL 

OMBQOut OP Tarn If osAMk— IiAws.— ADUi;«unr«^T«ifr< 
HiBToRT^— Stats of DBFS]n».<^i^TBinmw— Siamibb ho* 

JiBRALB.»KAIiBHl»ABir-Ajr]IVAL FBBTtTAL AT TRB OLOBB Of 
«B TBAB.-^BU«IOir^IiAW8 OF BfrODHA.^PteOTIllf» Of 

Chantibond thb riohbst portion of thb tbrritory of 
SiAM. — Its PR0DUCT9. — Mines op gold anjb of FRBGIOOI 
BTONBg.— ^ZOOLOO ICAli RJSMARKiB. 

I HAVE already, on more thaa one oocasicxu 
briefly alliided to fhe physical form' of the Si* 
amese. At present I shall make sudi observa- 
tioQS as more extensiye e^qpeiimce has enabled 

me to collect. 
That the Siamese are <me of the nmn^pous 

tribes which constitute that great and singular 
family of the human race, known generally by 
the appellation of Mongols, will appear to most 
persons sufiSciently obvious. If they do not 
possess, in the most acute degree, the peculiar 
features of the original, they are at least stamped 
with trdts sufficiently just to entitle them to be 
considered as copies. There is, however, one 
general and well-maiked form, common to all 
the tribes lying between China and Hindostan* 
Under this head are comprehended the inhabi- 
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tants of Ava, Pegu, Siam, Cambodia, and even 
cf Codim-C!hina» though those of the latter 
country more resemble the Chinese than the 
cftfaers* This distinctive character is so strongly 

blended with the Mongol features that we have 
HO hesitation in considering these nations as de-^ 
riting their origin from that source. It appears 
to me that to this source also we ought to xei'er 
ibB Malays^, lAio camiol be said to possess 
national characters, at least of physiognomy and 
physical form, sufficiently distinct and obyioas 
to eutitle them to be . considered as a distinct 
race* Where there is a difference between the 
Malays and the tribes mentioned, it is more to 
be referred totheccmditionof the mei^ Acuity, 

* If wc compare the Malays witTi tlie more acute forms of the 
Tartar race, with the Chinese on the one hand, or with the Arabs or 
Hindooi that frequent their iBhinds, on the other, we may be dis* 
poied to cmmkr tiiem as fanmg a dHfereiit nee. Thdr affinity 
with the Indo-CUneee luttions, whom we hare every reason to 
contider M oC Tartar origf in, is, howeTer, qiute imeqiuvoeal ; and it ia 
through this medium, it appears to me, that we ouglit to tmoe 
their filiation. The sea-coasts of the penins ilii of Maliicta, Su- 
matra, and a few other places in that nriL^libiiurlioarl, will ho. found 
to afibrd the best forms illustrative of the character of this tribe ; 
at for instance, the people rr^lled Orang Laut. In the hetter*€ul« 
Utaled ififiw]!^ the physical foim is nmch modified* as wdl w tha 
■Mweri, bytDtanBixtnre willi other tribei ; prolMUy with thoee 
wlM»]iieeaded then in the poseenioii of the eoiuitry« Let tbeiiH 
kftbitBnli of the plaees referred to he compared, not directly witli 
the Chinese, but with the Siamese, Carmans, and little doubt 
will be entertained as to the probable origiu ot tlii^ people. 
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than to that of bodily form ; to the state of man- 
Yiers, habits of Ufe, language ; in short to circum- 
stances altogether, or in great part, produced by 
mind. In other respects they would appear to 
differ but little from the tribes mentioned above. 
Traces of a much ruder people are to be met 
•with in the mountainous districts of these king- 
doms, particularly in the peninsula of Malacca. 
Our knowledge of these ie much too scanty to 
enable us to trace their filiation. Though gene- 
rally asserted, there are no records to prove that 
they are the aboriginal inhabitants of the coun- 
try, at least of any other part of it than the 
wilds and impenetrable forests which they con- 
tinue to occupy. The woolly-headed race, and 
another resembling the Indian, are not uncom- 
mon*. Their origin will probably ever remain 
uncertcdn. 

The following observations will be found to 

* A comparison of languages, both in the grammar and vocabU" 
lary, may yet produce much light on the interesting subject of the 
family origin of nations. A comparative vocabulary of some of 
the Indo-Chinese languages M'as published by the lamented Dr. John 
Leydcn ; to render such a compilation perfect, it should embrace, 
not merely the more obvious dialects, but those of the inland re- 
cesses. Is there any affinity between the language of the tribes 
who inhabit the hilly wildenicsses of the Goand country, of Raje- 
malial and Malwa, and^those similarly situated on the Malay pe- 
ninsula, Kassai and Asam ? — or extending the investigation, do any 
anciriii languages of the cast bear affinity to those of Ethiopia or 
AfVira?^£r/. . ' . 
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apply to the several nations already inisutioDie^ 
aiid ia gnml to tbe ; Clni^ 
flider as the prototype of the^wbole raceme A 
imltitiKto of fciiha iiB'.ia IgetioBii m imrjr 

tioii, not ratexable . to .any particular family oi^ 

wmtg of.the imm nio^ fior our pmeni 

purpose, we must select such only as possess the 
peculiar, iarai/ in tlie iMit diar^ictan^ 
But m all the iequisit^ of tfiis fom ate not al» 
wq^s (kvelofied in. a. acute ^egrtie.ia all, 
mm inaat'cxdlaat finm a imiltitudb lof .iManws, 
what appesui):! to be the predguiioating teudencyi 

htHtuMfny we may nikdoiiia portwit pf the 

whole. .-J. ' : » ' ^, * J 

Tbe stalUM of.tiM body irouU appear to be 

much alike in all tlie tribes of the Mongol race, 
Ihe niinTkbflfag peibapa/a/Uttie tdler^ aiid 

the Malays lower than the others. In all it in 
-below tba4 of ;lbe C^casiaa race^ . Tba ayetafje 
height of Uie Siamese, ascertained by acUnd 
ffieaaareiaeat of a ooosiderabld number of inda* 
Tiduals, amounts to five feet thnA ioobeB. . 
«• The skin is of a lighter , eoiqui: than in the ge- 
wraiity of Aabntiai to. tiie inest of tha Oasiges; 
iij iBLt the greater number being of a yellow 
oomplexkxi* a odour wbioh* ia tbe higber lanka, 
-and particularly amongst women aud.diildreu, 
Hey take pleasure in farightening /by tbe nee of 
a bright yellow wubh or cobiU(^tic, so that tiieir 

Q 2 



« 



Digitized by Google 



iUSSION TO SUM 



hcdi» aca often rendered of a gokka colour* 
The texture of the skin is remadaJ>ly smooth^ 
^ft» iuid slumng. 

Thm^iout Hbe whole face there is a axons 
tendency towards obesity. The nutritious liuids 
of tfas body aie princqpaOy direct 
surface, distending and overloading the cellular 
tiflgqe with an inawtinate quantity of fet> Hie 
muscular textures are in general soft, lax, tmd 
flabby^ laidy exhibitiiig that stiei^ or deve- 
iopement of outline which marks the finer forms 
of the kmian bodf* In labours and media- 

nics, particularly the Chinese, the muscular parts 
occasionally attain considerable volume^ but 
Tory , rarely the hardness and elasticity deve- 
loped by exercise in the European race. On a 
8ini{^ inapedion, we aie apt lo 'fixmexagge* 
' rated notions respecting their muscular strength, 
and capacity fat labour* A more dose ^uuni^ 
nation discovers the reaUty, and we find that 
fiKMoeiliing moie tiian volume is necessary to oon* 
stitute vigour of arm. 
In pcant of siase^ the limbs are oAen equal to, 

if not larji^'er than those of Europeans, particu- 
larly the thighs^ but this magnitude of vdume 
will be Ibund to depend upon the cause alluded 
to above. The same circumstance gives to the 
whole body a disproportionate bulk ; and h^ice 
they Ibrm what is caUed a squat race* 
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. Tlie &oe is remukably bfoad and'flat^ the 

cheek-bones prominent, larg^ spreading, and 
gently jxninded. The glabeUum is flat anl im- 

usually large. The eyes are in general small* 
The ap^uie of the eye^lids^ modmtely linear in 
the Indo-Chinese nations and Malays, is acutely 
so in the Chinese* balding upward at itsexte- 
tk)r tmmnation. . The lower jaw is long, andie* 
markably full under the zygoma^ so as to give to 
the oountenance a aquftie appearance* Thenose 
is rather small than fiat, the als& not being dis^ 
tended in any imoommon degree; in a great 
number of Malays, however, it is largest towards 
the pcHnt. The month is large, and the iipa 

thick. The beard is remarkably scanty, consist- 
ing only of a few straggling hairs* The fixehead* 
though broad in the lateral diredioQ, is in gene- 
ral narrow, the hairy scalp descending very low# - 
The head is pecidian The diameter fiom tike 
£r(Xit backwards is uncommonly short ; and hence 
theg^ieral &rm is somewhat cylindrical. The 
occipital foramen in a great number of instances 
isfdaced so ftrbadc, that ftom the ciowa to the 
nape of the neck is nearly a straight line. The 
top of the head is often imosually flaU Thefaak 
is thick, coarse, and lank, in some shewing a dis* 
poffltioQ to eurl <» the ibieiiea4 but this » 
peculiar to the Malays. colour is always 
black* 
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arms rather disprgpoitionatQ iu length to the 

•bodjf* * » ,1,1... ^- * . 

; Hie arms, particulaiiy in Malays, aieimconi- 
mooly loQg./ TbQ &xii ASt in general «naU» tiut 
hnd in nudi larger than in tte mitheecf 
<fiengal« .... / . • 

• HuK tnodt is father squsze, being needy es 
iHToac^ at the loins as over the pectoral muflclas» 
mbtn is in this respeol the :grestost diffoRenee 

between tb^ aad the inhabitants oi' either India, 

jriiD w in gettoiet rffflariabte iflff smett imsls* 

The diameter of the pelvis is particularly lar^, 
and tba dimensions ot the cavity would appear to 
be somewhat greater than in the other races. 
« from .this.. mx>mt of their &nn, tbey would 
appear to be. adnriiably cdoohted to emsiie 
and. to undergo the morc.toiisonio and labocioiui* 
but flieofaaiiioei» opeitttons which are the usual 
lot of the labouring classes of maokind. They 
hkye the StamBt wilhout the eneigy ef Ijondoii 
per Lei s« The greater nui^aber of them are ind^ 
ififffft 'diMwi ff'***^*^ fi>r wM^aniwii nlrtH . and Da« 
tience under laborious occupations, than for 

brightness .trf. imaginaiiinn oc wi&aM ospaaty. 

Others of theto are equally remarkable fof indo» 
knoe and aversion to labour* ... 
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aUf^NBas AND CUSTOM^ OF THB SUM^E. 

: ■ 1 * * * ♦ 

TREATMENT OV THE DEAD. 

Tat UMtount af Ao d«acl ii not ammigit tiia 

leci.st singulai: of Uiq oubiom^ p^Uar to the Si- 
amese. It is moii tar Im eipmivm iaxndiiig' ^ 

ta the mnk which the individual held in the com 
poorest amongst Hmm negligently and with^ 

out Qemiimj tbFowa iatQ the riv^. TbofiQ a 
Ijttla hightf in tilt neiile of mmij m \mm% 

to b§ devu\^red by mveiiQus l^mt3, CWJdftffl, 
perficial gravo, to one end of which an upright 

kosad ift Rtf»phedi Wooien mh^ tov^ di#d 

oant are iuterred in a similar maniier* Ailer tkfi 

Qi li^w mitfhftg bo wQv^» tbair mfmm am 
taken up for the purpose oi being burnt. 

Witk tk^ dWppUooi ti>aoMQQai# the pr 
of burnupg the dmd ^a^cucfe to aU iwkfl. Hie 
Qerfioaoa; may bo wito^peed $ii»Qgt d^yjiu 
Mfiroiis, and withoi the fireciaelt of lkhelefiipbi«' 
The latter are generally prpvjd*^ witli a laity 
Aed, of 1^ pyiMaidal ferm, opeaoa aU 6ide«» and 
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height to admit of the oombustioa of the bod j 

■without injury to the roof. Nor is even this 
simple shed commoa to alL The avaiioe of ths 
priesthood, taking advanti^ of the weaker fed- 
iogs of the human mind, has even here esta- 
Misheddistixiodons at wfaidi death mocks. The 
poorer sort, therefore, raise the pile at a humble 
distance from die roof of pride. 

A singular custom takes place in many in- 
stances previous to the ceremony of combustioiL 
It is that of cutting the muscular and soft parts of 
the body into imiomerahle small pieces^ until 
nothing is left of the corpse but the bare bones. 
The flesh thus cutup is thrown to dogs, vultures* 
and other carnivorous birds, which on this 
account resort to such places in great numbers. 
We focmd one of those pyramids covered with 
vultures, and the enclosure much frequented by 
dogs. The scene was loathsome and disgusting 
in the extreme, and sufliciently attested the pre- 
valence of this custom. The practice is kxdced 
upon as charitable and laudable, and the Siamese 
anogato to themselves no small share of merit in 
thus disposing of the body as food, the material 
of life, to the beasts of the field, and to the birds 
of the air. It seems probable that this singular 
practice is connected with their notions oi* a 
future e:sistence, and may have derived its 
origin in some way &(m the ancient doctrine of 
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Metempsychosis/ so strongly inculcated by their 

' A different custom prevails among the higher 
ccdeis of Siamese^ which, ocxisidenDg that the 
body is finally destined to be consumed by fire, 
is as unaccountable as the other is barbarous 
and unfeeling* The custom I aUude to is that 
of embalming the dead* But what seems most 
mgular in this custom id, that the body has no 
sooner undergone that degree of preparation 
which renders it capable of being preserved Sat 
a longer period, than it is destined to be totally 
consumed. Were it not for this apparent incon* 

sistency, "we should have little hesitation in 
attributmg the origin of this practice to that 
warmth of filial affection, and the* well known 
deyotion to their ancestors, lor which the Chinese 
are so r^narkable* 

The art of embalmings as known to the Siamese, 
is esctremely imperfect, notwithstanding that it 
has been practised from very ancient times. Its 
actual state is characteristic of that general igno* 
ranee ot the ornamentalj as well as of the useful 

• A euttom somewliat aimilar It not unkaown to the BanddhitCt 

of Ceylon. I>urmg-[the late war in that country, a chid of some 
rank was sentenced to undcrpfo the punishinent uf deatli hy decapi- 
tation. It was intimated to liim that j^ovcrmiient would not pre" 
vent his relations from rendering to his body the funeral rights of 
his country. He replied that it was his desire that his body mighfe 
lis kft tobederoufBd hj the jackals and otiier wild beasts. 
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arts ol'QiYUized wiu4i J haye stoa4y Mii4^ 
at on several oecasicnis.. 

' The piocess is 4br thu most part left tP the 
l^latioofoftbeddoeased, mbQ v^iskikek wmtn 

aiicc of tiie more experienced. 

After wsishiflg the bocly with .tbe firftt 
step is to pour a large quantity of crude mercury, 
ktfo the 2UouUu . £^ersopft at fhi^ highest sm^k 
alone, however, can have recourse to a mate* 
riai ^ expensive* The oth§r$ substitute jiamf. 
in its stead, but it is said with a less iavourahfo 
resuU. The body is uow plaoed ia .a iwediiig 
po8tuie» and the handb are brou^ togoUier ben 
|bre the lace, in the 2ittitude of devotion, NaT* 
row strips of doth^ are then bound tightly round 
the extrenutieSj and the body is compie^&ed in 
a similar mmm^ The object of the ligalure» 
is to squeeze the moisture out gi tiie body* They 
act alsa in {Resting the required posture, and 
witli tliis object tlic more ijexiie tciitiuiiii of the 
^dtremitiea are divided* In Am nefllura tb^ 

body is next pkiccd in un air-tight vessel of 

wood, brass, silver* or goldt ^ax^rdiog. to diQ 

rank of the deceased. A tube, or hollow 
bamboo, inserted into the mouth of the de- 
ceased, passes tim>ugh the upper part ofthe box, 
and is conducted through the roof of the house 
to a consideimbb height. A similar bamboo 
is placed ia the bottom, and terminates in a 

vessel placed under it to receive tbe draining 



Digitized by 



AND COCHIN CHiiNA. 



off irom tiie body, If the deoeaao^ji of the 
rank of a prince, the acrdes thui teUeetod is 

conveyed with great formality and state, in a 
royal baige, highly omametited, to be deposited 
at a particular part of the river below the city. 
That collect from the body of the king is put 
into a vessel, and boiled until an oil separates, 
wiudi oil is caretuUy collected, and with this they, 
an certain occasioiis, (as when his desc^idaiits 
and those of his family go to pay their devotions^ 
to bis dejparted spirit), anoint ibe singular image 
called Sema, usually placed in the temple after 
his death. 

Notwithstanding the precaution of using the 
tubes and the tight box, the odour, it is said, is 

ofteu most offensive. In a few vv cuks, however. 
It b^ins to diminish, and the body becomes 

shri veled and quite dry. ' * 

♦ 

The body thus prepared by this rude process 
IS, at the proper period, brought forth to be burnt, 
the relations having iji the meantime made every 
necessary arrangement for the solemn occasion. 
Early in the morning a number of priests are as- 
sembled at the house of the deceased; having re« 

• 

oeived robes of yellow cloth, and been feasted, 
Ihey repeat prayers in the Pali language, after 
which tlie body is carried forth tq be burned. The 
priests receive the body as it approaches the 
temjie, and conducting it towards the pile. 
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repeat a verse in the Pali language^ which has 

been thus interpreted to me : ■ 

Eheu ! mortale oorpiis, 

Ut famus hk ntiiie atcendit^ sic et 

Aoimits tuus Mcendat in ecBlant 

» 

After tlic body has been destroyed, the ash^, 
or rather the small fragments of bone which 
remain, arc carefully collected, and the use that 
is made of them is somewhat singular. The 
priests are again called in ; prayers are again 
repeated in the Pali language, and various 
requisite ceremonies are peifoimed, after which 
the ashes which had been collected after com- 
bustion, are reduced to a paste with water, and 
formed into a small figure of Buddha, which 
being gilded^ and finished by the priests, is either 
placed in the temple, or preserved by the friends 
of the deceased. 

This last ceremony is attended with consider- 
able expense, and» th^fcfore, the poorer orders, 
when unable to engage priests for its perform- 
ance, keep the ashes of their relations by them, 
until tlicy are in a condition to have it cunicd 
into effect in a becoming manner* 

It must be confessed, that in matters of this 
sort, the Siamese shew the greatest regard to the 
memory of their relations and ancestors. Where 
death and its dread apparatus are thus brought 

* Ah ! nioiiiil is ihc buily, as now asceiuU thia uuokey 
, So tua^ ihy soul aftcend to beaveiu 
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dsalf bome to the feelings, — where the mind is 
aocustomed to view the disgusting and humi-' 
liating phenomena that attend the last scene of 
. mortality, it might be thought that a stupid iii« 
sensibility, if not scornful indifference, would be 
the general result. We have no reason to 
believe that such is the case with the Siamese. 
The care and attention they have bestowed upon 
the remains of their relations, seem but to endear 
their memory the more to them. The fear of 

death is, besides, of that nature, that neither the 

most deliberate leaaoa, nor the most obtuse &el^ 
ing, can lay it altogether aside. On the minds 
of the multitude more especially, this fear operates 
strongly, and produces* effects in proportion to 
their degree of intelligence. Where there is 
already a strong tendency towards superstition* 
this bias is still more heightened, and there are 
peiliaps few nations more strongly imbued with 
this sentiment than the Siamese ; and, in generals 
all the tribes of Mongd origin. With them 
judicial astrology btUi liolds the rank of the most 
important of sciences^ and is cultivated with the 
most scrupulous attention. Its pretended results 
are required on all important occasions^ either of 
a public or a private nature. Nor are the most 
gross and revolting superstitions confined to the 
vidgaTi as the following anecdote respecting the 
present .Pra-klang, Suree-wong Montree, will 
Bbew. 
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This gaiUeman hearing of the wonderful 
effects said lo be produced by mercary, becfone 
extremely desirous to make proof oi the popu* 
hr belief, that this metal when reduced to k 
solid atatet coiifers oa its £;>rtunate poesessor the 
flobet extraonfinlury pewer, and amongst otters 
that of travelling into the most distant r^ons of 
the gkbe, without oth^ efibrt than that of the 
will to do so. The prospect of seeing neigh- 

• 

bouring kingdoms in all tiieir nakertnww was 

irresistible, and the terms were so easy, and 
attended with so little labour^ as to be qiAe in« 
viting even to tlie phlegmatic imagination of tlie 
Prarklang, whose &t, ponderous, and unwieldy 
corporation was more than cnuugh to have ex- 
cited doubts of success* A quantity of the 
metal was procured. The most expert magi- 
cians, alchymists, and astrologers were assem- 
bled on the occasion, but thdr united skill fiuled 
to produce the much desired eflfect They 
boiled, and they roosted, and they tortured in 
every possible way the stubborn slippery metal» 
but all to no purpose. The poor PrarUang, 
ashamed and disappointed, instead of flying 
through the air, saw himself reduced to the sad 
necessity of carrying his unwieldy bulk about 
the streets of Siam for the rest of his life. 

Further proofs of the super::: titious nalUTe of 
this people were easily furnished* The beUd'in 
the agency of evil spirits is universal, and though 
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disdaimed by the religion of Buddha, they are 
moie frequeiidy mraMpped Nor 
will the daiker periods of German necromancy 
wd pnmddd divinatkn be fixittd to exceed/ in 
point of the incredible and tlie horrible, what is 
to be observed aixiongflt Ihe Siamese of the pie* 
sent day. 

It ia usiud io int^ women that hare died pieg^ 

nant ; ihe popular belief is that the necromancers 
have the power of performing the most extraor* 
dinary things when possessed of the infant vAith 
had been thus interred in the womb of the mother : 
ft is customary to watdi the grave of such per- 
^ eons, in order to prevent the iniiant from being 
eafriedt>ff. The Siamese tefl the tale of honor 
in the most soienm manner. • All the hobgob- 
lins, wild and faxxoous animab, all the infernal 
spirits are said to oppose the unliallowed deed ; 
the perpetrator, weQ diarged with cabalistic 
terms, which he must recite in a certain iixed 
fMrder, and with nerves well braced to the daring 
task, proceeds to the grave, which he lays open. 
In proportioii as he advances in his woik the 
opposing sprites become more daring; he cuts 
vS the head, hands, and feet of the infant, with 
which he returns home. A body of clay is 
adapted to these, and thi^ new compound is 
placed in a sort of temple ; the matter is now 
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accomplislied, the possessor has become master 
of the past, present, and future* 

The iUiieral ceremonies observed on the death 
cf a king are . somewhat difier^t from those 
mentioned above, but the principle is the same. 
All the people go into mourmng. JUl ranks and 
both sexes'shave the head, and this oevemony is 
repeated a third time. An inuaeose ccxicourse 
is assembled to witness the combustioa of the 
body. The ceremony is said to constitute the 
most imposuig spectacle which the comitry nt 

any time can boast. 

Within the first enclosure a line of priests are 
seated, reciting prayers from the sacred books, 
in a loud voice. Behind them the new king has 
taken his station. In the suoceeding enclosures 
the princes of the royal family and other persons 
of distinction have taken their places. It^ill 
be seen by the manner in which the funeral-pile 
is lighted, how mudi attention has been bestowed 
upou the arrangement even of the most trivial 
matters^ A train is laid from the pile to the 
place where the king stands, others to those occu- 
pied by the princes of the &mily» with this dis^ 
tinction in their distribution, that the train laid 
to the king*s station is the only one that directly 
reaches the pile. That of the next person in 
rank joins this at a little distance, and so of the 
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otfafiis, in the otdet of rank. These trains are 

fired all at the same moment. 

Tbe outer ciide of all is allotted to ffae per- 
istmance of plays, gymnastic exercises, and 
liaato of dexterity, and aleigfal oi hand. Hie 
plays m dmded info Siamese, Barman, Pegu, 
Laos, and Qunese ; and they are socalled more 
ftttn the periunu em beins of these se^reral coun- 
tries, than £rom any essential dij&rence in the 

Tlie external forms of reverence for the de 
OBttfled long are impressive and unbounded; and 
the image formed firom his ashes, being placed 
upon the altar, claims scarce less devotion than 

that of Buddha himself. That during life, while 
be yet grasped the sceptre, and made his sub- 
jects tremble, he should impiously assume the 
attributes of divinity, and claim from the un- 
willing mind the adoration due only to the Deity, 
seems even less strange, and less revoitmg, 
tiian this shamefid, because vduntary prostitu- 
tion of human intellect. 

LAWS. 

Mfbeate the government is perfectly despotic^ it 

win readily be conceived tliat law and right are 
but empty names, at least, as &r as regards the 

king, and his under-despots ; that, in fact, power 
is law, and right, and justice. Yet where the 

E 
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interests of these are not directly invdved, 
sbali iiml ia the systam itf J^wib a C(Ukd(£(l atiittr 
tioo to distributife justice cm the pBgi oT goferor 
mailt lj#ofifisity itidf dictated this jpoliiv* witb^ 
Gilt ivfaich no govemnw^ ooidd lot^ «mL 
Uoder thx» ibnn of admmifitratipa the ^ws gre 
oftm Rtricdy eqputaWe, «)d ioMTdy jiiik Yit 
tboMgb tii^ 9^ fpodt tba i^q^ounikiiii of 
flnm as8 in gnnwil ooirqpti wlnre Ihi 

channels of justice are tarnished » it matters UtUis 
to the people Umi iboy faa^v derived good laws 

iiom their ancestors* 

ADULTBRY. 

The hm regarding this ^rime have UA- 
dergoB0 considerable cbanigeB, and seem t$ 
have kept pace with the state of civiii^atiQa. 
Anciently, the punisfament wn left entirely in 
the hands of the iojured busbaiid, the goveni- 
ipent taking no cpgnisanoe of the albir. He 
could put one or both of the offending parties to 
death in what manner he djoee. Compensation 
in money or goods often reconciled tlic parties. 
Subsequently, this unlimit^ power wa^ taken 
out of the hands of the individual, and the law 
declared that the husband had a right to put both 
the ofiendii^ parties to death upon the spoU 
but not one alone. The pumsbmenti to be legal# 
must ham been inflicted instantly, and witboul 
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ddlibejration* The ptemA laws have left no 
put of tile pumshment in the budB of indivi* 
dual$i; the crime is punisbabld only by fipe. 
The amount of the fine» though fiied» is in pn>f 
portion to the rank of the <;riminal. T|m» ^ 
man of low rank, offending in this manner, his 
equal, or one of superior rank, pays two catties of 
sifarar^ about two hnadiBd fioQgal iqiaes^ or 
twenty-Eve pounds sterling. A man of rank 
apin pays catiies. 

It is reckoned a capital crime to seduce any 

fanalu belfloging to tiie palaoaw 

TPBPT— -DBBT. . 

The laws regardingthaft aveiniMfty lasfanoiiL 

particularly severe. After restoring the properly 
or its vahm to the xightfiil omm^ a fiae ia im» 
posed* and the culprit is cast ioio prison^ for a 
longer or shorter pefiodL during which he te 
obliged not only to maintain himself, but he is 
manie to pay for li^ and eTon for his lodffmg. 

Of the greater number of debtors, begging is the 

ogijr moans of egtrtipnoa. Ihey axe auppliad 

with food by the people as they pass along in 
c ha ins tbrounh the bazar. Tk/Big iifipossitieM im* 
pd tibeos to gfesMr crimes^ and vitiBm\tiy 
become iavoilved in perpetual slavery. Yet the 
Siameseefe undoubtedly a very charilabla peoj^e, 
and dffjfe^s to take delight in assisting the n^y« 

RS 
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feeding the hungry, and helping the wretdied. 
Nor is this virtue in them connected with ostea- 
tadoQ. Wherever want exists, wherever dis- 

tress is observed, there their aid is freely 

■m * • 

bestowed. 

BISTORT. 

My infiirmatioii on diis subject is extremeiy 
scanty, and extends back but a few years. 

The principal event which has oocurved of late 
years in the history of Siam, is the capture of 
the old capital Yuthia, by the Baimans, under 
their ambitious and enterprising leader Luong 
Pra» whom Captain Symes calls by the name of 
Aiompra. This took place in the year 1767. 
'She king was at the same time taken prisoner, 
and by this decisive blow; the Banhans may be 
said to have effected the entire conquest of the 
eounlty. Yet dieir footing was insecure. Tlie 
people were rather dispirited than subdued, and 
their kHig^orished hatred of the Barmans had 
undergone no change. In this state of things, a 
leadw soon started up amongst them, who 
though of foreign extraction, speedily acquired 
influence &om success. 

Pe-ya-tac, the son of a wealthy China-man, by 
a Siamese woman, had been brcmght up as a 
menial in Hhe palace of the king, who became at- 
tached to him as he grew up. He obtained the 
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goverm^ient of the province called Muong-tac. 
where be coiiducted faunself to the salicActioii of 
his master, and amassed great wealth. 

The ma with the BamwinB was soon foUowed 
by famine, Pe-ya-t^ had, on the approach q{ 
the enemy, lemoved with his wealth to the pnoK 

vince of Chantibond. In this remote quarter, bis 
geoKOftity |ed giulti t ixdei who were starviiig. 
He collected around him the dispirited inhabi- 
taote, aiid ventured to xoake head against the 
enemy. His first efibrts were crowned with 

• 

auooefifi ; his toUowers increased in number, vic- 
tory led on to victory, until he saw the enemy 
expelled, and himself at the head pf the nation. 
He dedaied hhnself king, and removed the ca|H-> 
tal of the kingdom fixxn Yuthia to Baokok. Ue 
finrtified the place, and built himself a palace 
which is still to be seen. Every second or tiiird 
year, he was involved in war vrith the Baimans, 
whom he always repulsed. He not only reco- 
vered all the fixmer dominions of the kiiMBfiom, 
but added to them. Having subdued his ene- 
mies, he next turned liis atten t i o n to the peao^ 
arts. 

He readily ai^redated the superior indiystry 
of his countrymen, and granted them peculiar 
privile^. He behaved with the greatest mo* 
deralicQ» and is still extolled far Us legud of 

justice. 

In the latter years of his reign, his omduct 
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became greatly dianged. The combined infliir 
CMB of mpieion aad ftraatieism frndeied Urn an 
object of general dread* At tbe same time the 
no8l Mdid awfie^look poMssaioa of his sifaid, 
and led to the commission of numerous acts of 
(HraeHy . Tba fiilhep of tiie pveswl kiog heaided 
a conspiracy against him, and put him to death* 
Hie massacres which look place on thie oocasim 
were less numerous tlian was to have been ex- 
pected ftem (be e2us(m3g slato of society and 
piiMic opinkm. 

We know bi^ little of &e ebamcter of the s»6- 
MMwr to Pe-ya4ao» IM that the Idngdani VMuffiy 
yielded to him. He died in 1782, and the pre- 
seiM king ascended the tteofte at the Bsem tnie* 

The first public ai^ of the present king's reign 
was laaiiB{ttcioiia. lie was yet aeaiceiy eealed en 
his throne, before he put to death his nephew, 
tfie Frinee Ohau-pha, with upwaids of a faunckeii 
persons of rank, who were supposed to be too 
moA attaidied to the latter. The pietenaioiia of 
ChaU"pha to the throne were, if iSbej had any 
existi»ioe» but ill-supported^ Hie popriaiity wae 
the cause of his ruin. The death of so many 
persons of dktinction» s<»ne of whom had ren- 
dered themeehre^ Itoiaii9 in* ww against the Bar* 
imyae, was displeasing to the people, and oceat 
afoned considerriMte disoont^t, wkieh noAfaig 
but tbe subsequent good conduct <^ the k^g 

. eouki have av€Wome> 



Digitized by 



AND COCHIN CHINA. 



«47 



The jftet&di king has been ei^aged in almost 
ootwtant wars with the Bomians; and it is the 
boast of his reign that he has lost nothing in the 
oMt#«k The Maky aad Other depeddent statet 
have made no effort to throw off the yoke. Yet 
tke I riiKg ifc uu ia bm Utile indebted to the gorem- 

ment for the tranquillity which it has enjoyed. 
Nothii^ can be conoeived moxe weak, or moie 
contemptible, than the measmres instituted for its 
defi^ace. 

It would seem as if it feared its own subjects 
as ita gyeftleal enemies ; as if it dreaded domes- 
tic sedition, nme than an attack frooi abroad. 
The country Kes open in every quarter, without 
evm a shew of defmoe. Thus it most ever be 
with gQverjiwents founded on despotism. All 
confidsace nwst be destroyed, where the inlicests 
of the people are trampled upou. ^ 

teVENUB. 

The laiid-tax is paid chiefly in kind. Besides 
thi», ft eoBstdelttMe revenue is dcnrived from the 
privilege of fishing m rivers, and of distilling 
arrs^. Other ta^es are levied in a more odious 
and oppressive noanner, as in the case of oo«i- 
merojil and other monopolies. The |dnQi|Al of 
these are monopolies of sugar, pepper, bemint 
agila wood, and, in shieit, <rf alii vaUnd;^ con^oo- 
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diUes* They axedeliimedtotfaekiiigatafisDBd 

price. 

Airackis consumed almost esdnntely by the 

Chinese, and the manufacture of it is entiroiy in 
their hands. 

The privilege oi distilling arrack at Bankok, is 
let £ur eighteen pecols of silTV 72,000 tical»*t 

At Yntiiia, for • «, tf pecok 

Sohai • • • 1 do* 

TaSaim • . • 1 do. 

Rabain • • » 1 do» 

Cha-naat « . ^ o 20 cattiei 

Koraat • « • ^ 

Kaa-bori • , • 0 90 catties 

Chan-pon . , . 0 30 do. 

Pat-thee . « • 0 20 do. 

Cilia . • • O 8 dok 

To>lox^ . « • OSO .do. 

Fruit trees, &c., are taxed as follows :— 

iMangodtree • . .1 fuangt. 

Mangoeteen l dot 

Dnnaa • 1 tieal eaeh tree. 

Cocoa-nut # • 1 fuang for eight trees. 

Areca nut • • 1 do. for 100 trees. 

Fiper betel . • 1 do. dOb 

ToImiooo t • 9 fbangeferlOOpIaiiti. 

Sugarcane • • 2 do. per bed. 

* Hie tkal ii alNNit twentyr -^ve per cent, mefe Taltialile Aan tlie 
eioea rupee. 

t A fuaog is Qi& eighth part of a t|ci^ 
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Na oilier fiuils pay duty. 

The revenue derived from fruit trees alone, is 
said to axnouDt to 7000 catties of silver. 

That derived from tiie gambling hcmses is said 
to equal thai from airack. 

The privilege of hshing ia rivers is said to be 
let to eiglil pacula, , 

* 

NUMERALS. 

The notation of the Siamese seeras to be ex- 
actly similar in principle to our own, and is evi- 
dently derived from the mode used in Sanskrit, 
from some ancient form which the notation of 
Arabia and the west has branched off 



1 Nmig. 


4 

11 See-bayt. 


21 Y'See-bogrt. 


a Stag. 


12 Seep-iOiig. 


ao SUm-86fip. 


SSttiii. 


18 Seep-sftflm. 


40 See-Beep. 


4 See. 


14 Seep- see. 


50 Haa-seep. 


6 Haa. 


15 Seep-haa. 


60 Hoc-seep. 


f Hdc. 








17 Seep^diayt. 


SO Fftyt-seep. 


8 Payt. 


18 Seep-payt. 


90 Kao-seep. 


9 Kao. 


19 Seep-kaa. 


IPO Koy 


lOSeep^ 


SO Y-»8eep. 





DAYS OF THE WEEK. 

Dayi. Siamese name. Signifleation of SiameM Bane. 

Sunday • . Van-a-thed . Day of the sun. 
Monday « « Van-cban . do. moon. 

I^MsdiQr • « VaB-m^kliia do. ' star aag^Uum. 
VadiMiday Van-phoodb do. do. phciodh. 
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Days. SkflMieBaip^ «^pMMfl|44 SlHMMIi. 

Friday . . Van-iookh . do. wflsh 











NAMES OF THE MONTHS. 




____ 

Sianiese name. 


Literally. 




. Blumruj. 




Febrmuy 


Dium-jee. 


Sd. do« 


March • 


Dtuni*fla8m«. 


3d. do. 


Aj^ril ^ 


. JOuan-see. 






Duan-bSa. 




Ame • 


DuttUaft6lp* 




Mf- « 






August 




* 


September 


» • Duaarkaa 




October • 






Noyeniber 


Diuuufleebet 




December . 


. Duau-seep-soiig. 





Tbe Siamese year CQngnwraffl with the fiist 
mooa in December. At the dose of the year 
there.ia a gmid festival* flatted the feast Ihe 
soub of Ad dead. At IUb period flhfiN> the 
Siamese propitiate the elements ; the fire, tbe air, 
ihe earth, and water* Wata^ is the fisnrourhe 
element. Rivers claim the greatest share in 
this festival. Rice wd fi^its are thrown into the 
stream ; a thpusaad fantastic toys are set afioat 
on the water ; thuyn^pdii of floatjuog lamps cast a. 
flickering light upon the scene* and the. approach 
of eyeaiBg i» hailed as Ae wmmo of idbomiI 
amusement, as well as of religious duty. 
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The SfanMs aftel to hmikm gmt MmOm 

upon the construction of their calendar. Hiere 
18 little diffeMioe belwdea it, and thai cf tli» 

Chinese ; and it is very doubtful if they could 

opBAtiuet oiiA wilbpiil tba uttilai^ 

which they procure regularly from Pekin. For- 
MTly a BiahiBaB waa eatortoined al oBKSi for 
ttie purpose of regulating the ealendar. Tbat 
office is now executed l^y a native ef tkeoeuaHy, 

The Siamese years are divided aa beiow into 
doodeeeniiial periods, thna } 



Yean. 
181. 

4th. 
•th. 

8th. 

0th. 
10th. 
llHi. 

12th. 



Siamese name. 



KhAa 

Th6 
Maroa 

lft*iiila 

Ma-may 

Vock 

€h6 

Khun 



In Eng-lish mettti]|(. 

Cm' dttw 

Tiger's do» 
Hare's do. 
Dragon's do. 
Snakes' dso. 

nOFBCS ClO. 

Goats' do. 
Monkey's do. 

IX)g*s d9. 

Pig's do. 



RELIGION. 



Que UACjuiries respecting the origin of Ui^ Bai^- 
dhia religion anKmgst the Siaoieaa have ba« 
ttttended with but Mlile success; nor do they 
leave us much ground to hope that any 
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xsaats or writings they pos^tess aj?e cakolated to 
throw any certwi or steady light upon this iii- 
terestingy but very obscure^ subject* 

The geneial persuasion amongst the prieirtg, 
however, is, that it had its. origin in the couatry 
called Lanka^, which they acknowledge to be 
Ceylon, for which island they still entertain the 
hi^iest reverence* and imagine that there the 
doctrines of their iaith are contained in their 
greatest purity. Others maintain that it had its 
origin in the country called Kabillah Path, the 
commcMi name amongst the Siamese icx fkirqpe ; 
while others again assert it to be of domestie 
origin, and taught by a man sent from God. 

The person who taught them this religicm is 
known under various names, as, 

Ong-Sam-ma, Sam Fattho^ wbicli is said to mean Omni* 

potens. 

Sommonokodam, i. e., one who steals cattle* PJiutt and 
Fhiili. (Pati» a lout ?) 
Rri-phnt, the lugli Lord. 

Pra-pbuti-roop, i. e., the image of the high Lord. 
Before he was considered sacred) his name was M*n 
Thttt. 

■ 

He is said to have been bom of a father called Soori-soo- 

thpght, and of a mother called Pra-Soori-maha-maya, 

* TheBsnnans eiitertahitfaehighsitre?efeiiceforMsgadha; a 
depotatioii fnm Ms Majesty of Ave HsIM the saewd plues ia 

that vicinity a few jcars a^-o. Possibly this veneratiou for locali- 
ties ehrngfii accordiiig to political circumstaQces, 
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Otfaer names of Buddha :— 

Y-thee-pee-8o. PJ-kfi-wa. Orahang. 

They state that 2340 years have elapsed 
since the religion was first introduced ; a date 
which is said to be stated in their sacred books, 
and particularly in that called Pta-sak^lEa-rah, 
which was writtea by Buddha himself, or at least 
under his direction* 

He commenced the task of converting men, 
by teaching thm a ntiore civilized mode of life, 
directing them to avoid rapine and plunder ; to 
ctfltivate the soil and to lay aside their ferocious 

maimers, and to live in peace with each other,' 

■ 

and with all other animals of the creation. . . 

His commands were, at first, but five; they 
were afterwards increased to eight The five 
first alone are essential to the salvation t)f man, 
and he who observes them will assuredly merit 

I 

h^ven. These five are more particularly calcu- 
lated for the lower orders ; but it is very meri- 
torious to observe the other three. 

Commands of Buddha : — 

1. ^ Paiuia Thi*bat, ham-mi kha Salt. 

You ahall not kill an anfanal or limg mature of any 
kind. 

* Aceordiiig to Lmibere, tliis enaetmeiil aaiten variom inter* 
pwtatiuni, MNoe abfltaioini^ from fieflding' on vegetaUei m at to 
hurt tke Med, and 80» says he, eat only fruit ; oUien varyUie prae* 
tift aie lair In tbe oppodte direeiion* and kang^ Ihcnuehei out 
cf deYOtion, wfaick ae^, if perfiMmed on a aeitab aacrad tree, is 
cuQsideired as haviu^ great merit. 
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2. AA tlii ma than, ham-mi hai Uc f^b. 

You shall not steal any tfautg* 

8. IQiam-misiumdia-^slia^luttQ-^ 

* # 

ri yan than puun. 
You shall not have Intercourse with the wes of other 

Yon shall not speak a& udtrath of uay Vmiktmi eH anf 

occasion. 

6, Suraine nuy haimi hai <triam>fcia wa§ anavMa^ 
Yott shall noi jbiak Tirtpafeatlng liquor, orai^n^ 

stance calculated to Intoxicate. 

6. Ka me sumitsa cham, ham*^ hai non kab 

X)wi%the Intoanof «]» tmom,yaaL iUiXnm,m tkm 
9A9 ttr Oft ike liiiii ]iav» eonedon wltk mmma. 

N.B. These two days are called von-pra, i. e., Dies Do* 
mini, the days of the Pra, 

7. VikaUpoGhaoathaai-iidhaikinldiODgndek 
Tov riiall not eat after nijl-dayw 

8. Oodia se jana, ham mi hai nte aAft tidai^ Vi 
ang gnam. 

^It is not beconang to sleep on oostlf « «oft| fich, and eki; 
Tated heds. Yoq shall sleep on a dean mat. 

There are, as 
days, oa which it is proper to ivonhip at the 
temples, as on the 8th aod Idth of the moon. 
Th^ an also otfaer days that aie bald aacvad, 
and they are pointed out as such by persons who 
profeaa to be acquainted with judicial astrology. 
'This sort of divination, however, is not culti- 
Taied by the priests^ who aftct to comidfir ii m 
profane and improper. Yet when the astrologers 
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ham poistod out particular days as proper for 
40701101^ or Hfi beiog lu^ky or th^ Goatrary, the 
pmsto obaerve them. 

It is custoqaary for Siamese to enter the 
tffA of primtMm ike ooijaM€£}^ tUmsy 
wiKm iiEl it Of leave it ^t pl^ure. 



PROVINCE OFGiE£ANTIBOONA, o» C9HANTliiOND. 
has undergone, witMn a comparatively short 

jfmodf hava baen remarkable. It lor a iioiig 

time belonged to the ancient kingdom of Cam- 
farwim Ky^ on the rarti?^ifiii q£ that ^iiwr^ aad 
beautiful, but unfortunate country, was seized 
upoa biy th^ C!oduo4;hiaese. It has aoaoe 
paiied inlb (fad hands of the ki^ of SiaiHt and 
has ooiu»tituted an integral part ot his dooiinions 
4feoa Ae i«^of the Chinese king. 

Chantibood is a mountainous countryt £xia« 
lag tlw eailem bontictery of the kingdom of 
Siam, dividing it irooi Cambodiat and situated 
atthaheadof the Oidf of Siam. It is said to 
be one of the richest and most valuable proviiice;^ 
of the kiog of Siam* It is singularly beautiful 
and picturesque» diver^iiii^ by lofty mountains^ 
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extensive forests, and fertile vallies and plains. 
The passage thence to Cambodia is of short 
distance, a ridge of mountains dividing the two 
countries. It possesses a good and ccHxyenient 
haibour, well protected by numerous beautiM 
islands in front. The river is obstructed in a 
great measure at its mouth, but affords conye- 
ment and safe navigation to small vessels and 
boats. It once possessed an extensive and ino- 
htable commerce, which has been upon the de- 
cline since the place fdl into the hands of the 
Siamese. The produce of tlie country is an* 
nually removed to Bankok, and the commeroe 

with foreign ships is prohibited. 

The principal productions are p^per, the 
cuHivaticsi of which may be increased almost to 
an unlimited extwt» b^oin, lac, ivory, agila 
wood» rhinoceros* horns, hides of cows, buf- 
&loes, deer, &c., g^boge, some cardamoms, 
and precious stones, the latter of infmor quality. 
Tile forests abound in excellent timber, and a& 
ford the best materials for ship building : ae> 
cordiugly, many junks are built at this place. 
Many of the islands in fiont of the pori, and 
particularly that called Bangga-cha, produce 
abundance of precious stones. The island Sa* 
ma-ra-yat, to the cast of the harbour, is said to 
produce gold. In the former of these islands, 
there is a safe and convenient harbour. 
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At a short distance irom the coast, there is a 
very high mountain^ called Bbmba-soi, com* 
manding an extensive view both of Chantibondi 
and of Cambodia. . 

The amount of population is uncertain, some 
dtatuig tiiat it amounts to nearly one million, 
while others reckon it under half that number. 
It^ ill- cotitipoaed of Chinese, Ciodiin Chinese, 
Cambodians, and Siamese; but by far the 
greater number are Qiinese, in whose hands are 

all the wealth, and the richest products of the 
country. Th^e are also from two to three hun- 
dred native Christians in the place, who, like 
those in other parts of Siam, are placed under 
Ihe care of the bishop of Metellopolis, Joseph 
Plorens, a Frenchman. • 

The plaiDe is governed by a man of Chinese 
extraction, appointed by the king of Siam, 

Of pepper; the principal object of culture, the 
annual produce, at the present time, is said to 
amount to 20,000 pecds. It ia soki to the ku3g 
on the spot, for eight ticals a pecul. The price 
in Baidsok ia eighteen. 

The cardamoms produced in Chantibond are 
reckoned of infericw quality. Those of Cam* 
bodia are reckoned the best. They are pur- 
chased on the* spot by the king, for 120 or 140 

tit^, and xe-sold at Amkok fi»r 270, S80, and 

s 
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even 300. They are carried e:i(9lu§iYeLjf to 
CiluDa. whetA ibsv are held ia hudi fMft iwni 

Tk^ agil^ wopd of Chantibmd 1$ reckoned 
among the best, and is only equalled by (b§( 
of Ppcluu Ciiiaa. 

7%e oonfiuinirtiQii of this highly o^^onhf^ 
substance is very coa^derable ev^u ^ 
but the gre^tes^ part is expoite4 t() PUofL Q| 
use is of the highest Wtiquityi and i| has in 

ge&erol been aljottod du^y for saorpd piupMfNi 

for the service of the temple, and Uie solemn 

oeiemraies of ^er^ rites^ Um^ <tf it ie 

sumed in the combustion of bodies of persons of 
diirtioctioo. The Phinese would ^ffgB»s la 
it diiefly in their teinples» both public and prir 
vate» and 

With a emaU temple for the lecqptioii of tlmr 
househoid godSf ti^ coosuipption of this wqo4 
hf them BMifit lie very ei^t^uwe. It i& used 
in a very ^conomicai ne^t modp^ 4 Q^^a^JF 
^ the wood ia first redMoed to a ipa powdb!^ 
which, bemg nu^ with a gummy sidi^ance^ 
is laid over a small slip of soft wcKd* afaovt tihil 
size of a bull-rush, so as f-p form a tolerably thick 
wft t ing. These small sticks axe stuck on ^nd 
in the temple, and being lighted, give out a 
^mUo but giatefid pejfumet the »ubsta^ b^£(^ 
hpig with a slpw mi smothered flauip^ Tlu4 neit 
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9f feyp^r k niade up into buaciieg, wr^pt up M 
^ paper* aiid sold m alnip^t every phap. 

The pdoriferous pj:iapiple ii^ 9gU^ wood re- 

rnden w a Ua^, thick, eonpret^ oj}, i*»^b]iQg 

tar or resin while burning*. It is disposed in 

lum^ow oeltei giy^^ tQ Uui wood ftbligkisli^ 
dotted appearance. It i3 generally asserted 
is th§ fiffeat ^ ^daem thp tref>; 
frut tbiB opinion may well cpUed in question.. 
I| W(H4l4 fadi^er seem to Ipie the natural edect of 
a necessary modification of th^ living principle 
^ t^ie plant itself* no partal^i^g of the na- 
tare of disease tlim an in^TitaUe and destined 
jph^e and t^nnination g( ^ Qffi b^(^ to 
constitule such a stale* 

Thp pdo^piferous part is found in copiparatively 
f9Wtxepa» those p)iiefly where the tXG^ h»v^ 

either died, or have been possessed of feeble 

inimaina of vitality* The pest^ct treeju thQ§f 
bearing leaves, or fruit in perfection, rarely 
]foe»m &f it : ^either does it appear 

to depend much upon the size pf th^ tree, small 
gt^^ pjiium ^x^s^ it in large <i\m\^^y^ ^^U^ 
*lai^ cpes yield very little or none at aU. Is it 
iffit pr pl Tab]^ th^ it proceeds from ejSTort of 
natum to support the feeble reoudns of vegctsibla 
liie 2 In this case, the juices of the plant^ lik^ 

sa 



Digitized by Google 



M MISSION TO SIAM 

the blood of TOiiinals, retreat towards the'centre» 
where they still, for a time, maintain the feeble 
spaik. The oil, in the case of this plant; is 
secreted in larger quantity; and accumulating in 
the thicker and central parts of the tree, and 
towards the root, forms the substance in question^ 

The Siamese name thid substance— Nuga-mai, 
also, MM-ho&m. For a botanical description of 
the tree, see Loureiro, page 327. Roxburgh 
Kas also described this tree under * the title 
Aguillaria AgaUocha. Loureiro states, that a par- 
ticular, and that the most valuable variety Of 
this wood, is called Colambac, or Calampac: 
This last is represented by the Siamese as the 
produce of a tree totally different. 

The cause which has been assigned above for 

the scantiness of my information on matters of 

general interest, will apply with still greater 

force to the subject of natural history. Ill 

health, and the restrictions under which we were 

placed by the government, have rendered this 

subject almost a complete blank ; a circumstance 

the more to be regretted, for that we had reason 

to expect an ample accession to our knowledge 

in this quarter. The few facts whidi I have 

been enabled to collect, I shall now briefly 

relate. 

In speaking of the peninsula of Malacca, I have 
• « 



« 
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said, that its unfrequented forests seemed to 
contam zoological tieasures yet unknown to us. 
A similar remark is no less applicable to the 
kingdom of Siam generally. Theieseems every 
reason to believe that aii extensive search would 
be attended with the lumpiest results to the 
science of natural history. Restricted as we 
were ixom researches of this nature, we have 
discovered ammals in fhe classes Mammalia, 
Aves, and Eeptilia, which are either imperfectly, 
or aUogether unknown to the European wcnid. 
• Of that uncommon variety of the elephant, the 
white or Albino, a description has already been 
given. This, however, cannot be considered 
other than a variety of the oominon elephant of 

the country, which docs not appear to differ in 
any considerable degree fircun that of Hindostan 
and Ceylon. All the elephants here were less 
in size than the Ceylon elephant; their tusi^s 
were also dborter, and less curved ; although 
in one or two of tliose we saw, a greater d^ee 
of symmetry was notioed than is eonunon in this 
animal. 

At Banked^, the elephant is hardly available 

to any useful purpose, few roads existiDg on 
which he can walk. They are kept about the 
palace, and used only on state occasions. The 
.kiDgris. said to have a great number in his 
possessioiu They are employed as beasts of 
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burden with the troops in the inieri€ff of tiie 

A description has also been given above, of a 
er «^lte ^iraia. Titter likeHrise, « 
genuine Albliib. I was intbrmed by several 
pefBdns, thai abolH t*o yeafU ago^ Ite kuig 
had ih his possession slii Albino of the deet kind. 
iUbteoMiimbngbafUoeaM itoiiti^ jr fitf 

common, often indeed the most frequent and 
ohly tanety that iBUumal» ioid gai^rally es^ 
ceeding iH bulk the common or original black 
one. It is of frequent occurrence in the ilihkKj 
Isltfids, dhd m ^ agricsiilluiU eountlies, ftm 

> _ 

Pfenailg as far ea&l as Java. 

ThM i^refAlmas of th6 l«ieaBlMo^ Blbtk 
among so many of the nlotiB perffect and larger 
mmlkii tf li» Clas^ Mammalia in desiflhHng of 
remark. How far the habit is developed by 
p^culiatity of diinate, it uft difficult to d^tettein^t 
the gfec^aphibal limits, however, within whi(fi 
Ms t^ety (tf siii&i^ DedUl«, with unwontal ftt^ 
qucncy, ate not very cxtcnsiVfe. 

It i8> periiaps, but little connected with tfaki 
Subject to stale, that t)n the coasts of Siam we 
SaWi oh two occasions, a species t£ Porpoise of 
It WhtotX)loiir, i^a^ Slight tMltQflM^ ViMIt 
lug these animals from a diistance* it is of couiii 
tmposaibte lo Say Whether they liem of Ae IMI5> 
SAhiopic habit or not^ The &ct that ^ 4i$h 
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tinction has not hitherto been observed in any 
animal with cold blood» would sem un&vourable 
to the first supposition. 

The Royal Tiger is extranely oommon in the 
interior parts of the country. Their bones, as 
well as skinSt constitute a considerable article <^ 
commerce with China ; and, from the very great 
nuffibem in whidi tiiey are exposed fi»r sfde, we 
may infer their frequency. The bones arc said 
to be used as medicine by the Chinese^ and a 

quantity of them may be seen suspended in 
medidne-shop; The Black Tiger is by no 
means rar6. Sofli this and the former» I con* 
sider smaller than the Bengal Tiger* 

Leopards would also appear to be common* 
Many bf the handsomest skins are exposed in 
Ae Aop^ m llie river* Of this animal I hM 
observed no variety. No Jackalis, Hares, or 
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ft 

t * ' • 

Our residence at Bankok was not of a natme to 

excite regret on leaving it.- The loeaa, suspi- 
cious, and weak conduct of the GoTenmmity 
sel^h in all its measures, regardless of the 
welfare of its subjects, was more calculated to 
excite feelings of contempt than of respect. 
The restrictions under which they had placed 
the members of the mission were certauily mi- 
necessary, and are an additional proof of the 
weakness, as well as of the ignorance of the 
Government. All attempts to visit the interior of 
the country were unavailing. It has already 
been stated that the Government of Siam is alto- 
gether despotic^ a;id circumstances hftve beeq 
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related which wiU thiow some 

of manners under this conditioi of govermnent. 
I may here briefly remark, bdore taking final 
kave of the Siamese/ that th^ manners of the 
hi^^est ranks are lar irom engaging* We should 
here look in vain fo^ that pourjiy ease, and that 
polished exterior, so commcii to almost all 
Asiatics of hi^ rank. An off^ive coarseness, 
a manifest disr^ard to the feelings of others, 
a^d . arrogance unbounded, have usurped its 
place. 

• Bad government has not been able to produce 

effects so baneful on the manners of the lower 
orders of the. people. If we except low cunning 
and falsehood, twin crimes, bred under the wing 
of despotism, we shall find, in the manners of 
the latter, more that is deserving of praise than 
.pf blame. They are kind and charitable to- 
wards each other, peaceable and quiet subjects, 
and. remarkable ibr fidelity and honesty in their 
transactions. Towards strangers they are affii<- 
ble, and extremely kind, polite, and attentive; 
they at once inspire them with confidence ; they 
are commuoicative and obliging. They have, 
on all occasions, appeared to us the more amiable 
part of the. people, and with a very few excep- 
tions, they were the only class that either shewed 
us attention, or from whom we could gain any 
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informatioiL Frca this class I dd iiot separate 
the priesfhcxiril, in geaeM verjf atUMtttre 16 

strangers. 

On tmt leatrng i)ie ea|>ital» the Cibtih did Mt 

confer the least nark of attention on the mission, 
mst eyeti m bres to learn ttie period of otir 
departure. Presents for the Governor General^ 
cobsistiDg of £Ie|haiitlt' Teeth, Agik Weod^ Bm« 
2oin, Cardamoms, Pepper, Sugar, and Tin, had 
been {nreTiously delirefed. The Chief> Suri^ 
Wong, asked Mr. Crawford to visit him on the 
day of our etnbaikaticn, and on the fcdlowing 

night, Chroma-chit made a similar request. 

Our departure from Bankok had taki^ {dace 
earlier than we had contemplated, for it had been 
long maintained by Captain M'Donnei, that the 
ship could not get over the bar of the ritfet before 
the month of September. A difference of opi- 
nion had now oocuned amongst the narigatdrs, 
and it was determined thai the trial should be 
niade, after lightening the fthip M nmch as was 
consistent with safety. The resolution was gra- 
tifying to all of us. 

We embarked in the evening of the 14th of 
July, and on the 16th We b^an to drop slowly 
down the river. On the 18th, we passed * Pack- 
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litttn. And on the S4th| We crossed the ban Tim 

S. W. monsoon blows right iti upoh the rivets 
and there is consequently great labour and diffi^ 
atlty ih warping a HHip t^r&t a miid^biuik ^xp- 
Watd^ of ten miles in extent 

OilflieSddf August we MdYod dfet loMiM 
islands in front of the riveri called Secbang, or 
IMA lAtalldSi ioUt the {Mfpote ODmpMng mt 
quantity of water, taking in ballast, and fitting 

file idiip foi^ sea» tfal» rigging having been all 

taken down while she lay at Bankok. 

On the 4th of August* we andiored in a fine 

deep bay, formed by the islands just metitioned* 
We atailed ourselves of the necessary, delay 
of the vessel at this pkce, to make daily excur* 
sions to the surrounding islands. 

titane Sediang is properly applicable <mly 
to the principal island q£ the group ; the next in 
pbiMt)rstk^,abtmt a mile distant to i» 
called Ko-kaii* The other islands are of trifling 
^ktenil some of like the large ones, ate 
covered witJi rather stuiited wood, and others ate 
Itteirely bate iodds, appeanng above water. The 

two larger islandi^ bear marks of a considerable 

ttttetH of former cultitatioii, and on both* a ft w 

itfsferable looking inhabitants are still to be 
^inmd. The quantity of level ground is too 
scanty to maintain a population of any extent, 
and the few persons we fiiund here» iiad been 
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CGmpeDed by the King of Siam to live on the 
spot. It is difficult to cx)nceiYe any other motive 
for this spedes of banishment, than political am* 
bition ; for such islands must be totally unpro- 
ductive to the government. It should at the saine 
time be acknowledged^ that nothing is expended 
in tbeir occupation. Though by their own 

account compelled to adopt this residence, the 
few people whom we found here, in appearance, 
at least, abundantly miserable, seemed to attadi 
no particular hardship to their lot. 

Upon a small sandy beadi, at the northern 
extremity of Ko-kan, are twelve small huts, with 
two apartments in each, constructed of paha* 
leaves, which the occupiers must have carried 
with them from the inhabited parts of the conti- 
nent. Of these huts, some were now empty, but . 
a part of the population, consisting of two or 
tliiee old women, as inany old men, and a consi- 
derable number of sicddy chikben, came out to 
meet us on our landing. Premature old age had 
seized upon those that had grown up, whether 
from the scantiness of their food, its inferior qua- 
lity, or uncertain supply, or from cares insepara- 
ble fircnnthis rude condition of society , is perhaps 
doubtful. Their shrivelled limbs, their wriukied 
and contracted features, their half-fiunished 
forms, their scanty dress, bespoke a people 
supremely wretched ; yet their wants were bu| 
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few, nor did they importune us fer the gratifica- 

tion of them. The men that were present were 
reserved, if not sullen, and viewed us with little 
imerest, or perhaps with suspicion. The women ^ 
(m the contrary, were evidently pleased at our 
approach, and gave every deiiionsbitioii ffa latour 
visit was welcome to them. Here, where we might 
haro expected selfishness in the most exclusive 
degree, we were delighted to witness nothing 
but the most disinterested kindness. A plan-^ 
tain, a yam, and a few pepper-corns, reared by 
their own hands, were, in their eyes, ccmmodities 

of the highest value, — ^yet these, though they had 
but a scanty supply of th^, were instantly pro- 
duced, and we were eagerly solicited to take 
them with us. They neither asked for, nor 
expected any thing in return, and they seemed 
surprisedfas well as delighted, when on a subse- 
quent visit Mr. Cravrfurd made them presents 
of cloth. 

Fish foms the principal artide of their food, 

and the surrounding seas afford an abundant 
supply ; but sudi is the poverty, or want of 
energy or ingenuity in these poor creatures, that 
they are often very ill-supplied ftom this quarts. 

These poor people had laid at our feet all that 
was valuable in their eyes. They gained con- 
fidence during our visit, and all of them became 
more famiUar. Mj^s. Craw^rd had aooompanied 
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US to the village, and her presence conferred ft 

i}^|e« of iqiemt (apiaa tl;^ ^Qea« not mny t9 1)» 

described. The men, stupid with wonder, s^ell|ed 

to Inak unQH halt aa a h^iut q£ antA hftE ^FftfttifMI I 

and indeec), if we east our eyes wpm the 
trapt in th^ ^mk pow i^e&^e ua» tbeir 
wonder wSI not appear an^sing, and tiwui mde 

hap^, ^as tif§ ^Pf ^ strikingly ppntraated 

up in all the elegance and refinement of the fir^^t 

m^ Bnnnlia an tlift aynrki, ginnd ODDOBfid tH thA 

rude, scaree buQiap forms pf the §aYagg islanders 
aftliaGutfpfgUami 
With inc^e ccmfidenee, but with no less sur- 

pfi^ ^ wonOpr, th^ ^oma wd chiUm 
seemed anxious to approadi a form vhicsli mm 
eo^p^tiy pieasiog to tbm« i>u^ wer^ witiihel^ 
by a sort of awe. Such a scene were worth; af 

We powaiiceiid^ aoei^dxainiighiU^eii wUdi 

were cultivated thp Dioscore^ al^i Convolvuiu^ 

3alatua, Z«» Ma^B, aiKi Capwroni. ThewMinr 

of vegetation in the Dioscorea seemed to have 
b^ too §|Ee4 ^ tip n^odeifUe 
exerted by the natives in their rude agriculture, 
Th4» h i wri fl Ji t plai4 had spread over att the 
di^ared sround^ f^kiog every plant near it^ and 



obsinictiQg 6?m its own gmth by thq oTi^r- 

;3.bundant productioa qf steal. We h^ve pb^* 

Ikurw^ tbi§ Undm^ in tb« pun^ p]aiit» on the 

opposite island. Yet it is not to be found in the 

seen it but in spots that have once been culti* 

(Mm species of tbis genus are cotgxmn in the 

It U deserving of remark in this place, that 
we fbmi ou ti)^ yaiioMi i^kilds wiuoh iofiu tt^if^ 
bay, aad pgrticulariy upoa the lesser ones, a 
cpRsi^i^^l^ number of plaatSt whosp ecoqpmy 
be«n a ptriiting analogy to thai of DioBoqm ; 
UJ^ that usi^ timU t^o, tb&y beloog to th^ 
mtilllil qpAnt Agpaiigi, of JuMW. Tbey i» 
f4i $^1:9^^ IlUAt^* elegant iii timif ibrm* pro- 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^■^ OT^v^^v wp^y^^^ ^py y y IW^^^^^^WV^^^P^^w^^ 

tbe $i;>pg Qf tb^ t^Jkat trees, ofiea covering them, 
w it vwt villi a maotia. TIni no^t eitnor* 

dinary of these is a plant bearing aliiaity both to 

PNifiaora» to MwiipmiiiiD* but 4iieriDg 

from both in soaie essential generic characters, 
Tba gjcpa befuUy pf tim ciiflpiiig stemt mh 
pended in elegant festoons from the branches of 
the surrouitdi^g tfoefi* wor^ m&k^^y^ to .attract 
Intention. But the most singular property of 
tbip ^rb^ceoys plant i# tjaa cUspoMtioa whipb it 
)ia# of ibf auQg Uibe;ou3 roots of a most Mtnb- 
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ordinary size, a*ciicunistaiice the more singular, 
because* independent of the small size of its 
stem, scarcely larger than a quill, it is found 
growing in the most aricl and steril situations, 
without a particle of earth to conceal its roots ; 
neither are its leayes succulent, nor its stem nor 
root of a texture apparently fitted to convey a 
large proportion of vegetable juice, both being 
rather hard and fibrous. The singular tuberosity 
of this plant is formed at the exit of the root 
from the rock or surrounding stones, and is, in 
general, buried about one-fourth under the sur- 
fiioe« The part exposed is globular, of a dirty- 
white colour, warty, and internally the yam is 
toi^h and fibmos rather than spongy. • One 

brouglit oil board, on account of its size, weighed 
474 lb., and measured 9| feet in circumference ; 

others, of still greater size^ were not uncommon. 
It wili.be conceived, that such vast masses of 
vegetable nmtter are but little adapted to become 
the Ibod of man ; it is, however, not altogether 
neglected fer that use, though but rarely had 
recourse to. For this purpose, the fexinaceous 
matter is separated from the juice, vegetable 
fibre, and other products, by drying, maceration, 
^c. The root is also used in medicine. 

Of all the tuberous roots this would appear to 
be by far the largest and most extraordinary! 
In other plants of the kind, the tuberosities are 
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proportionate to the size of the plants, and their 
visible means of nouncAnnent. In this, the yam 
is of the most gigantic size, and its stem ex* 
tremdy smalL The means of nomishmmt are 
by no means apparent. Earth and water, the 
oidinary souioes of vegetable nutriment, are al- 
most altogether wanting ; the stem is not of a 
atructure to require any thing but simple support 

from the surrounding trees. There remains no 
visible souice but the atmosphere, to which its 
numerous leaves are sunply exposed, through the 
aid of the surroundipg trees. 

To- die botanist these islands aflbrd a most 
interesting field; and^ notwithstanding the nu-. 
moRiuB visits which we have made to them, 
much still remains to be done. We never re* 
turned from them without considerable numbers 
of plants that were new to us, amongst which 
dieie aie some uodescribed in our systematic 
catalogues. 

' Tlie islands abound in plants of that beauti< 

ful natural order Apocynese ; we found sev eral 

most elegant species of Hoya amongst them. 

The plants of the order Euphorbiae are still more 

numerous. Ficus, several tali species. 

• Of the Capri&lia there is a considerable 

numb^ ; but it is remarkable that Hhizophora is 

not amongst thraa, neitb^ are there any plants 

T 
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of fikmlar babito. The abeence of aUuviaL ml 
upon tile aea-ooftst i% probably the cauae. 

We were somewhat surprised to find thaJL 
timre were no palms. We bad fbatid Ihem ott 
ainiilar islands nc^ iOsur distaat. 

The Aiotden are iMmeioiia; fleveial ef Ibe 
plants very handsome, exoeediog the Uisual dke 
of planla of that gMua. 

The arborescent form of vegetation prevailb, 
but fl^fa m a oo ooeaideraUe hj^igiiii. ■ 

On the larger islands the tamarind-tree occurs 
frequently, and in situatiooa vihkik ought lea4 
us k» oondudb it to be of indigenous origin. Vot 
the moat part» however, it is £ouad ia places tl^ 
weiefonnerly adtttated, wheie they have in dH 
probability been planted* The tree is of ineoor 
aiderahle aiae, andpioducea bitt Ittftfe fruit. 

For a further account of the rich vegetable 
pnidnlB of these tslanda* I sm^ 

nical catalogue. 

Tbezoolagy of these islands ia aoaiee leta in- 
teresting, though more limited, than its vegeta- 
tion. > Of the class Mananalia. the wiDibet of 
species is extremely scanty. A species of rat, 
and a white squirrel, wei» the only members oi 
this dass that occurred to us. The biter is fate, 
about ei^ inches in length ; an active* lively* 
and handsome i^^w^^ 
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A species of wiiite porpoise is common in tbe 

sew afaoiit these ifilatichi. It is o£ a deir tiMto 

colour, with a very slight tinge of pink, I esti- 

imuod ili length to be about eight or nine iMii 

Of birds we procured a fine Species of black 
PehcdB^a bluoHioioured tierou, seveial spedmena 
of CSok^Anba libralis, and A tarii^y ^ the Mnt 
bild a bluish cast ; another handsome ape* 
«iei of Cohnnba^ of an iraii-liihifira eotour, m gnm^ 
coloured species q£ the same bird ; a species q£ 
Faleo of a wUt* cxdoHr, ikid * few ollidrai 
gether with some curious of wbioh^ as wdt 
et 4f the Saotitft, flguiM have been takeoi 
Amongst tfl^ more curious objects, wili be found 

a v^ry betatiM »pedeB of Lacettm and eeteiral 

taffge species of Cancer, found by tlie people at 
tte watering-plaoe. Deflciiptiotis of these «iH 

be found in the catalogues. 

In the exaaiinatidii of the mkf shores and 

bare cliffs of Sechang, the geological Student WiB 
find an ample field ibr speculation. We have 
tisit^ few islands whose stnictum Baa itilertkM 
us more. 

For an account of the minerftl ttasMI, cMe fb4 

Catalogue, and the accompanying specilnens. I 
sbaH here attemptt what these, in theUr insulaWi 
state, are not well calculated to convey, some in- 
ftunaallon respecting th^ relative posftioii, fee. 
At various distant points on several of the 

T 2 
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islands, are to be seen, clneAy at the tune of low 
water, extensive masses of a ooarse-grained 
granite, abounding in plates of gray and U&ck 
nuca, and possessing a considerable degree of 
alaty structiure, the mica being disposed chiefly 
in parallel laminae. There is reason to suppose 
tibat this lock constitutes the base of the islands* 
as well as of the bay formed by them. On its 
horizooital sur&ce, it terminates abnqpdy, without 

ascending into elevated or peaked mass e s , hav- 
iiig a rough» horizontal surface, rarely rising 
above high-water mark. It is not to be seen at 
any distance from the sea-shore, being there 
concealed by the superincumbent rocks. 

On this horizontal sur&C3 of the granite are 
](daced two principal superincumbent rocks, 
quartz-rock, and granular limestone. These 
seem to rest alike upon the granite of their 
base, their relative position being lateral with 
lagBid to each other. They are much inter- 

mixed, and often alternate with each other. The 
quartz-rock rises into the highest peaks ; the 
limestone oftm hps over it, so as to appear to 
have it for its base. 

The quartz-rock varies in iqqpearanoe. The 
grey and the white are the principal varieties ; 
in both th^ is a considerable proportum of cal- 
careous matter, and they effervesce briskly. 
Some parts are compact, with a fraduxe nearly 
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conchoidal; such are often traversed by small 
seams ot pure >vfaite quartz. Other parte are 
distinctly slaty» and here the strata are displaced, 
contorted, and curved; sudh- parte are soft ; pe- 
netrated by caves of considerable extent. 
Masses of pure quartz abound in some parte 

of this rock. 

The granular limestooe is also of various ap* 
pearance. It is intermixed with small veniform 
portions of dolomite, finely crystallized. Both 
the dolomite and granular varieties are oom« 
pl^ly soluble in sulphuric acid. . 

On the smaller islands, the quartz-rock is in- 
tersected by retiform veins of iron ore. 

Both ate stratified rocks; direction of the 

strata from east to west, dipping to the north. 

On the morning of the IStb we landed on the 
principal island, in pursuit of white squirrdls. 
Mr. Crawfurd following a narrow path-way in 
thd jungle, pursued it to the distance of nearly a 
mile, when it suddenly opened upon a smaU 
plain, neaUy cultivated with Indian com, chillies, 
yams, and sweet potatoes. It was on all sides 
suROunded by hills and thick woods, and had aft 
appearance of neatness, comfort, and simplicity, 
calculated to convey an eiuiggerated, if not erro- 
neous, notion of its actual state. The cultivated 
part might extend to eight or ten acres, a space 
tooexteosive fisr flie labours of the feeble hands 
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of its sQiual oecqMnts, ivfao htd beei^aiiiqily M 

ia cliarge of the ludj^ piautatiou. Tfa^s.e were ^ 
wry 0^ nun snd wcmui, the kmesf a CShm- 
man, the latter a native of Laos. Tliey were 
both neaiiy Uiod. The man* on whom w^ M 

stolen unobserved, paid at first but little regard 
to his viEitors. The old woman wftkxwg^, UjSk 
nith cfemcMrocis expressions of hoeptality. She 
kmeated that she had noUwg to offer us hlNl 
foiw nikyilsiiift and IndiBii ocm. Their but. 
though smalL was clean anc^ Ju^at* Tho Uwsi- 
ti<xi from civilized hte to thifi mde vpd appeam) 
to have occasioi^ no regrots on the part of 
either. HoireFer miflfirabk tibe opiytilioo of 

rude life, man easily yields to it. No pairoDuld 
live m moxe rude wj^fiUGity thaa this* A few 
vegetables and the pure stream were their only 
viands; the &ce unrestrained nature Sfexned 
Id 8iii3e upon them ; yet it was but a ftUacious 
smile ; whatever was necessary for their ^oo^foit 
spnmg from the hhour of thsir own hands. 
Tbdjr wants were but few and easily satisiied. 
They Mi the eibots neither of huomana haUte, 
nor of capricious appetites. Tkej were ej^empt 
ftpm ipsny of the nus^des ttiat aocxmpuKy a 

more civilized state. Age alone had laid his 
hand upon them, and thay were gradually aiokr 
ing into the grave. Deafiiess was added to the 
loss of sight; yet thay; complaineri oni^ of the 
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loto 0S ik^tatlerc They had iimgliA to eonpkin 

« 

igi of but the loss of that sweetest of our senses 

% lM^rinehadQt»«fellgtAlo&lltli6ieBt. 

I* • Tke soil was here abundant, and apparently 

foo4 wDsiitiQg of vegetable moidd ia ooQsi- 
^ derable proportion, intermixed with lime and 

4^wlaL it was^ iBuoh to(» good to have beea 
^ fofmed fiom fhe dMriln of qoafts^^ I may 

^ expesa a doubt whether the rock which we have 

. Mliid by tlial Banie it fiiiiiy entitled to it. 

^ In other parts, and particularly ou the smaller 

ariaods^ the scmI, m Ibe eoaliary, is oTidratly 

of ^ nature o( that formed from such a rock^^ 

Heril^ di^r, 6a(MUes8» stony. 

■ Several streams of excellent water will be 
[ feumet oo various parts of tlua island^ and a very 

flue OAS on the eaisl to wbUix a feot-patk 
leads from a line sandy beach. On the sloping 
riribaof the bSl al this jUmset ie biiSt a fonall 
Pra-cha-di or Dagoba. 

. l^>aik» useaBy te^ sheher under a pro- 
jecting point, which terminates the sandy beach. 
Hie ptKio is alM CGinreiiifiiit as aiisrdii^ exed* 

lent water. Though it answers tlieir purpose, it 
wtt Mi tint €rf£t»opeaa ships. OurmeBfomid 
(Ml a ooiwement watering-place, about a mile 
beyond^ oa.tti& same side of the ialand, tawards 
llie BQithi - 
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NotwithstandiDg the ^tpp^ent natuial luxun- 
anoe of these islands, they will be found, with 

regard to man, to, be rather steriL The pro- 
portioii of level ground is besides y&cj inoonsi- 
derable^ and the hills are too steep to admit of 
easy or profitable culture. It is . not therefose 
likely that they will ever become settlements of 
any extent on their own.aooount. 

As a dep6t favourable to commercial enter- 
prise, much might be said in favour of their 
oocupatioQ. The bay is spacious and safe at all 
times, the entrance wide, the anqhorage good, 
the defence of the place would not be difficult. 
It seems probable that the trade of Siam and of 
C!ochin China might be brought to .centre hera 
It lies quite contiguous to the countries which 
produce pepper, cardamoms, agila wood, Ben* 
zom, &C., articles of great demand in CSuna. 

The principal island Mes in lat. IS"" IfH N., and 
long. 15S° E. 

August lAth. — ^The ship being now completed 
for sea, weighed anchor, and stood over, with a 
fidr light wind, for the west side of the gul£ 
On the fdlowing momiiig^both sides of the bay 
were in sight. We were within twelve or fifteen 
miles' distance of the west coast. Its appeaiance* 
is singularly picturesque, yet greatly dissimilar 
from that of the opposite @ide. The most mail&ed 
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diflference consists in the absence of islands on 
this, while on the opposite they are innume* 

rable. 

Aa extensive low ground, oovered with thidL 
woods, streldies along the searcoast. We could 
here see abundance of palms growing; the Pal- 
iii3n^ appeared to be the most common. Ap- 
pearances would lead us to infer this low ground 
to be well inhabited. The lofty mountains in 
the back-ground render this country singularly 
pictuiesque. Sam-iayot» signii^^ing thiee hun* 
dred peaks, the name by which the Siamese 
designate this tcact» is expressive of its appear- 
ance. The mountain ranges run in the direction 
of north and south. They are very elevaterd, 
estremely nigged an their flanks, as wdl as 
summits, projectmg into innumerable boki coni- 
calpeaks. It is perhaps a singular oircuiistaiice* 
considering that the direction of these mountain 
ranges is fiom nocth to soutb» that they are 
steepest to^vards the east, while, of mountains 
so distributed, it has been obsenred, that the 

steepest acclivities lie towards the west. 

Another singular ciicumstanoe in the appear- 
ance of these mountains, is that of the insulated 
situation of some of the loftiest peaks, or rather 
mountains. Three of the latter are perfeody 
conical, lofty, and very steep, and their position 
is perfectly insular, miles intervening between 
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them and the laouataia ranges from whicb they 
itaack detached. Thqr are sitiialed upon die iat» 

apparently alluvial, ground already mentioned. 

TlEia gseaJbar twdo<Rfift at Ibe graxujUc ifiasaia 
fliese will hardly aoooimt for this eiramst^kDce. 

16l&.~CkuayUnu^ our course aloog (]ie west 
aide of guU^ mm vm had nearfy gained 
Point Kui. From this part of tba ooasit wq 
eoutd decKsrj the idanda off Cape livak ca the 
opposite side of the gulf. Tb^ mouMt^iu xmg^ 
which mce fira^ vmble whan ve weie onpoaila 

to Sam-ra-yot, stretch southward as far as the 

eye caa trace, tbewu without ajppg.real diwqjrtwi 
cf form or altitude. 

Oiv the 17th, we slood qy^ to the 0{ifwi6Lte 
eoaai» We bad now the regular BKmaeoftfimi 
the south-west. The wind steady> aod the. sea 
iDodeiatoy but tbe weather ^ m og t cofiatandgp 
doudy and damp* A small speoies of swallow 
abounda ie this, part of the bay. Sevanl ot 
them ahghted on the^ ship, and su&red them- 
advea to be takea 

On the morniag of the 19th, Pulo Panjang, an 
iahuod aboiiit thcee sailea loag, aiirrnMried by 
several lesser ones, situated a little way withia 
the entrance of tJaua g^^f, ^nfj , f y ii4i :ft ,r\ i Ssook tho 
land on both sidea^ came i& sif^ ThibsitaatioM 
Bugbt be considered singula£. It ha& been 
wmkf mitad by Barepeami, aai thp aoooi|iila 
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we bav^ oiik, m wdl as of ks geographical po 
«hion, «i6 very inpeifiMst On TMrmg ae«M9 
iiiA^ufin^fift by man* the ^npif gi n^ tio fl is but too 
apt to disappoint the sober expaototioiia of eecpe* 
nbQce. Sigm the famiiiar aad the common, it 
t p f i p f it ensft into the ^ojEtnTagant, caiplnnitod 
with the visional y fabric of its own creation. 
^^18 imperfsotioa of 4Mir knowMge, iid»* 

pendent of tlic peculiar situation of P. Panjaiig, 

in ap esLtfiOMve gjoU, little sal^t to the intiu' 
ence of storms, had awakened expectation, whieh 
the ipap' n i t^ irt ft of the Tft tond, the tatwilar fbsui of 
ili ceolial mnge of IuHb, and the appeaiuw of 
bcdd^ precipitous rocks, were caknili^ed to 
menl on a moie close intpeotioiL 

But nature does not always appear under new 
fcmifi whra we nM)6t expeol tli^ Mkmi^m. 
we cast anchor on the north side of the island, 
about its middle^ and immediatdty landed. An 
aspect more steril than ordinary seemed to 
ferhid our approach. Tko shores wese rocky 
and precipitous, and tihongli them was but little 
swatt in the sea^ we found some dtffeulty in 
raMhing the shore. Frdm the csntrs of Ihs 
island to the sea-shoi^e, the land was abrupt and 
n^tffpf there being not the smaHeel extent (ji 
levd ground. It is everywhere covered with 
vegetation, of wUoh a goeat part of that nearest 
the beach and exposed to the direct iniluence of 
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the moQBooiu is etimted, herbaceous, and dis* 

posed in what may be called laid plauis or ledges, 
as if the herbage had received the impressioii of 
pernicious blasts. 

The coast of this island is everywhere sur- 
rounded by large fragnicnted masses of sand- 
Stone, in which , there is, on the whole, but little 
variety appearance. In situ, it is disposed 
in large, nearly borizoiital, tabular masses, at a 
distance wearing somewhat of a slaly appear- 
ance. The sand-stone is for the most part red, 
at other times -vAdte or gray. It is coaise- 
grained and gritty, presenting no vestige of or- 
ganic remams; here and there it is cdocned 
with iron. The cement in most parts seems to 
be calcareous. Here and there, large masses of 
conglomerate are found ; the masses that I have 
seen were all detached, but in some parts the 
sur&ce of the sand-stone shewed where they h«d 
adhered; the structure <rf this was complex; 
iron seemed to form the cement; rounded peb* 
bles of quartz, sand- stone, iron ore and jasper, 
with smtdl bits of day-slate, form the Bggte- 
gate. Scattered over the beach, there were 
found masses of coarse jasper. 

Such were the principal, and almost the only 
mineral masses exposed to our view, and of 
which, we have every reason to believe, the 
whole of the island is composed. 
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It is not to be expected that tnidi an ialaiid as 

this would afford many zoological specimens. 
Of the Mammalm, we saw two animals ; ahaxid- 

some species of gray-coloured Sciurus, which we 
had the good fortune to procure, and a small 
species of YespertiKot which fluttered about 
amongst the thickest shades of the forest. 

Of the Aves, we saw seyeral of that species 
of Falco taken at the Sechang Islands, the 
Columba alba in great numbers, and a singular 
species of Columba, of a black colour and a 
white tail. All our mdeaTours to procure the 

latter were unsuccessful. These, with the blue- 
coloured Heron, and a small bird of the Passe- 
rine kind, were all that we saw here. 

Of YegetBiAe productions, we procured a 
hardy spedes of vine, Vitis Labrusca, common 
in the forest; it was covered with great quan- 
tities of grapes, whidi, though not yet quite ripe, 
were not ungrateful to the taste. The vine 
stretdies along the trees, often to the distance of 
fifteen or twenty yards. 

We found also two spedes of Palm, and an 
elegant tree of the Nat. Old. GutAifei» was dis- 
covered by Mr. Crawfurd ; its affinity to Gardnia 
is well marked, but as the leading dbaracters 
do not agree with those of that plant, it is not 
impiobaUe that ours will form a new genus. 
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Aa otegaot s|)0ciQS oC Begonia* s^^paii^y 
the Begonia crentta, grows in the graaMI 

abundance on the bare locki* and oa the sides 
of ther faill8« PandanuSy Scsmda, Ikon* Mo- 
mordica, Calophyllum, and Eryduioa, are com- 
nxnlieiB; but aa we bad aeea ail die apeoitti li» 
be found here in other places, it is unneces* 
aaiy to take fimber notice of tbem* A t|Ni^ 
of Scolopendrium, usually found on trees, is here 
terrestrial; it grows to aa ifflmease siae^ tbe 
fronds being frook tfaree to four feel in bngth ; 
tlie greater beauty of the frond) and its singutar 
magnitudei are the otdy dhrumetMpea ia wfeMk 
it differs fifom our Scoiopendrium vtilgare. 

The Isbuod Pido Panjang i&» on the wlmld^ 
inhospitable, aflbrdmg no temptation whatever 
to man to take up hia abode on it b ia vBopto^ 

tected against the vicissitudes of the weather, it 

is fuUy ej^posed to the pernicious intiuaiioe eC 
either monsoon ; it is steep, rugged, and unpro- 
ductive, and totaily destitute of level ground* 
It has no safe port, nor oonvenient ancbofage^ 
and the few streams of water that trickle down 
tbe lodn afibitl but k scanty and nnosKtaili 
supply. The shores of the island are so near to 
its oentral ridge ci moiintain9t tbai but few 
streams can be formed. 
We la J off the island aU nigbl, and iel saii al 
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fta eady boor oa iim foUowmg mottaogf afkr 
vmoBOBBBM fiAtenqpi ta ptfooure die faiiiak pigeon 
miiBd sem here on the uigjit before. 
Angmi tOik ~ We oxitiiiiied an Motorij 

courset and about noon had oome iu sight of 
iUbsa Rdo Uitti About fiMor a« tii. of tba Slsli 
we {^sed the Island of Pulo Ubi, and towards 
emiiigi tke banen ialanda called the Two Bro 
thers. The latter are abrupt, precipitous, and 
iMikad f ook^ corered with myriada of a speciea 
of Stenub A large and handaome spedaa of 
Pelican, with a blaick body mi white bill» was 
iaan flying about haniu 

On the approach of night, we had a distinct 
jkm of Pulo Odod(M» a moudldnoaa island* 
with a singular Bharp peak in its centre. We 
stood towteda tba island till we Were williin aa 
or eight miles of it, when the ship lay-to for the 

On the morning of the 22d, we cast anchor 
under the sbelt^ of a bold, elevated ridge of 
mountains, in a spacious and beautifiil bay. 
After breakiast we landed on the rocks c^poaite, 
and procMded along tiMm until we came to an 
extensive sandy plain. 

Die physical fealnroa of Pnk> Cendoce may 
be described in few words; the duel cbarac^ 
tefislic being a number of Tsry steep raii^ea of 
hills>irr^ularly distributed, in some parts forming 
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seoiiciicular bays, in othefs nanow iiileU» and 

in the interior disposed in deep basins, ravines, 
wad plains oi small extent. It is e^exjwh&e 
covered with vegetatioii, -wbiA on thoBe parts 
most exposed to the influence of the moDsoon is 
stanted, almost exdnsively hecbaoeoiis, and dis* 
posed in numerous narrow and parallel ledges ; 
while that which glows in iayines, vallies, and 
otl^r sheltered places, attains a loftier magni- 
tude. Towards the summits of the hills, there 
is scarce any vegetation. The paucity of the 
Gramineaein all these islands, and in all kinds of 
soil, is a singular drcumstanoe in intertropical 
vegetation. The peculiar form and modification 
of vegetable life in the islands we have lately 
visited, as well as in this, cannot, I imagine, be 
altogeth^ attributed to the influenoe of the inoiw 
soons. 

It seems to me that mudi is owing to the na- 
ture of the soil, or more properly of the rocks 
forming these islands. In all of them the rocks 
are either strictly primitive, or composed of ma- 
terials which once constituted such formations. 
In some the mountam masses are so steep, thai 
whatever soil is formed is constantly carried off 
into the sea. In others, the mass is of sudi 
hardness, as scarcely to yield any detritus for 
ages. Such is the case hexe^ where the locks 
are composed of granite and sienite, so hard aS 
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tcw» ta be frBctuf^ by any mea^ Itdetaches 
large and solid masses, but yields little earth. The 
malerial is besides un&vourable to the growlfa 
oi plants. Yet the ibrce of vegetation, aided by 
Ibe dimale* and a oonstaiit . source of moistaie, 
is such as to overcome every difScuIty; and 
whive we should expect nothing but sterility 
and nudity, we find all is beauty, and life, and 
luxuhance ; so easily does nature> with means 
which seem to us impossible, aiocomplish the 
greatest ends. 

Of the geology of fhis island I have little 
more to say tlxaa has already been mentioned, 
that the rocks ate <tf the foim described, and 
that they are composed of granite and sieiiite, 
both of extreme hardness. 

On the sea-shore we found, in full blossom, 
several fine trees, of th^ JBarringtonia speciosa, 
a tree well deserving ci the encomium which its 
beautiM s^pearance has elicited from authors. 
We had fisund its seeds cast on the shores of 
j ftTftP ^jft ia the straits of Malacca ; but had not 
seen the tree till now. We fiiund here several 
other . interesting plants. Amongst them was 
another species of vine, the fruit of which made 
an excellent tart. 

The only quadruped which we saw in the 

woods, was a large species oS black squirrel. A 

.specimen of this animal was caught alive, but 

u 



Digitized by Google 



m- MIStlOir TO 81AM 

imfiirtiniately escaped from itft cage on Imid 

fhe ship. We were laformed that monkeys aad 
iHld hogs am to be found oti the idftod^ and liM 
of birds there is great variety. 

After learing the radkf coant atld Meep didw 
of the hills, we came to a sandy plain, several 
miles lQDg» through which two eofiiidefibte 
streams of fresh water discharge themiielveg 
into the sea. 

About the middle of this plain, prolected ttf 
two of its sides by an elevated sand bank> we 
disoDvered the beauty temains of what had onoe 
been an English factory or fort. Some native 
fiddlers from Macassar; who had been in tte 
service of our countrymen, rose upon them^ and 
massacred the greater number, a few only ^ 
caping, by Hying to their boats. This happened 
in 1704. 

At the extremity of this plain we canie ta a 
village of considerable size^ said to contain 300 
inhabitants. 

It is surrounded by plantations of cocoa-nut 
bees, which although they grow in great abund- 
ance, are rather stunted in the stem, and th^ 
fruit, as well as the fluid it cohtainsj Ymikp^ 
culiar and rather bitter taste. A few scattered 
plants of the Ricinus communis, Jasminum, and 
some other low bushes, afford ample shelter to 
their houses^ which are even lower, thot^neflt 
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and apparently comfortable. Hqre, as in mosv^ 
, parts India, ,the Viuca roseit grow lumtioudjr 
in every part of the village. At the short distance 
d evea My yarda beyond it, though thora wai 
90 aiKertainabfe differetK^ in the soil or other 

eircumstaaces, you look in vain for it sid^ 
plant* 

We found here a uumerou3> iaterestingi and 
livdy people, ivho no longer had any eMnplexkn 
of the savage state. The colony was origin- 
ally fiom Cochin China, and mi^t be anp* 

posed to be httlc less civilized than that accom- 
plished people; besides the intercourse with that 
oottntry is frequent. Some of the inhabitants^ 
however, borea strong resemblance to the Malay 
race. A number of boys and girlft Were M» 
gaged at play upon the beach ; on our apj^roadt 
they behav^ in the most tespedfiil manner^ and 
it was to us a sight as gratiiying as it was 
imezpected, to find so much urbanity, htmpi'^ 
tality, and politeness in fhis little community. 
They left off play on our s^roach, and being 
joined by several elderly persons, conducted us 
to an open hut, with an elevated bamboo flooar^ 
in wbidi the chief or governor of the place was 
accustomed to receive visitors. We were here 
foon summnded'by a consid^able nomber of 
respectable people, among whom there were but 
oDo 0c two wmen, who kept at a diataiioa^ 

U 2 
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' Here were mained for some time, in expectation 
of seeing the chiefs who was rather tardy in 

' making his appearance. This individual was a 
fine old maD> of an animated and interesting ap- 

' pearanoe, as, indeed, were the greater number 
of the people/ being equally removed irom the 
dumsy, loutish fisrm and coarse, incurious man- 

" ner of the Siamese, as from the more muscular 
and developed ftame, and the oblique and mo- 
rose character of the Chinese. AU the old men 
wore a thin» straggling beard. Our friend con- 
versed witli great animation. He had not seen 
an European ship for many years ; he had been 

' bom on the island, which paid a tribute in turtle, 
and in oil obtained irom that animal, to the kipg 
of Cochin Quna. Diere are several villages cxi 
the island, and the total number of the inhabitants 
is said to amount to 800. They subsist chiefiy by 

' the products of their fisheries, which they either 
carry to Cochin China, or dispose of to junks 

* and coasting praus; in return for grain. Tie 

• quantity of rice raised in the island is very li- 
mited. They have some buffaloes ; fowls are 

' coaunon. They raise yams, pumpkins, melons, 
capsicum, limes, and a little Indian corn. Some 
cocoa-nuts were brought at our request. On our 
proposing to visit the houses of the inhabitants, 
the chief conducted us to his own, the largest 
and best in the place. A few spears and a torn- 
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torn lay before the door. A number of persons 
were here asseixibled» and ia one comer of the 
room were the women of Ihe chid; An old man 
happening to sit beside me, I endeavoured to 
conTerBe with him thxou^ the medkan of signs. 
He was much pleased with this mark of attention^ 
and paid me many dyilities, oflfenng betd and 
samsoo. I took a piece a£ coarse white doth, 
and wrapt it round his head by way of turbant 
at which he was quite delighted. He called to 
a boy, and ordered him to bring a fowl ; it was 
in vain that I represented to him that I wished 
for nothing in return, and when I refused his gift, 
he oooUy imfolded the doth fiom his head in 
order to return it. . I now gave him a small piece 
of money, but he was not to be overcome in this 

way either ; and the only condition on which he 

would receive this also» was that of my taking 
two more fowls in retuin. 

I might have added other traits of conduct 
fimmrable to the candonr and disinterestedness 
of the simple inhabitants of Pulo Condor ; but 
this one speaks loudly. At partmg, the did man 
extended his arms, and expressed^ in very signi- 
ficant terms, that he had been pleased at our 
meeting. The principal people, with the chief, 
proposed to visit us on board. I was happy to 
find my old friend among the number, and had 
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the pleasure of a;ivincr him grcai. delight by pre- 

seating Jum with an EogUsh kxuh. 

We loofted liere in YBin fdst the grapo m^i* 
tionedby Dampicr, as growing on trees the 
wooctel' We fomi a species of tine, howeyer, 
which afibrded a grape of tolerable si^, and not 
m^OBt^ to 'the taste. We saw numbm of 
trees in the forest^ which the natives had cut ia 
the mannei men^oned by Dampier» for the pur 

pose of obtaining a sort of resin or pilch. 

In the evening we saikd Irooi this plaoe, and 
passed out through a wide channd towards the 
north, with islands on each side. 

On the morning of the 23d» the high land cf 
Gape St. James was in sight, and on the even- 
ing ct the same day ve came to andior some 
miles off from the mouth of the river. Cape St 
James 19 the extremity of aridge of hiUs of mo- 
derate height, (about 300 feet,) forniing the left 
bank of the mouth of the river. It is sera at a 
great distance ; the land on the opposite side of 
the river is extremely low, and an extensive sand 
bank stretdiesout in front of this low land to ttie 
distance of several i^iles. This bank produces 
a singular efiect at the period of iebb tide. As 
we were sailing along, at some distance from its 
outer edge, the depth of water being eleven ft- 
thorns, we observed the sea towards the land to 
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be of a muddy colour, and its edgq qv|ite abrupt 
and defined. On ila bordar thcve wai a distinct 

ripple with a slight noise, and the whole extendi 
as far as the eye could reach. It was in father 
quick motion, and advancing towards the sea, 
and fioon letib ua in the middle of it Ihaveseen 
cunentB similar to this, but of Ion extent, off the 
Maldi?e Islands, 
'fin the S4th we came to andicff» near to the 
Bay of Cocoa-nuts, a few miles within Point St. 
James, and with the evening tide stood up the 

riyer to a village called Kan-dyu. From Cape 

St James to this village* the distance is about 
nine miles. The river here fcnrms a fine, spaci- 
ous, and beautiful bay, of a semi-circular form, 
being bounded on the left by tiie ridge of hills 
aheady moiitioned. While the ship lay at an- 
dhor neat to the Bay of Coooa'^nuta, we boded 
on the rocks opposite. 
The fixmalioii of the locka here approachea 

very nearly to that which wc had observed at 
£uk) Condor ; the materiab of the granitic oom- 
pounds were however differently aggregated, and 
the mass here was more easily tcangible than in 
the former place. Gmmte and simite were fhe 
only rocks we discovered ; in both, small veins 
of a rich icon oie were observable. The granite 
was seamed in every direction ; and it was not 
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possible to say that either rock was stratified. 
They appeared to exist in eqpial quantity* and to 

alternate with each other on the rounded sides of 
the hills. 

We found the bamboo growing in abundance 
on the hills, and in a few places the Nipa fruti- 
cans. We found also an elegant species of Tm- 
descantia, with a blue hower. We could hear . 
the notes of the jungle cock, or Fhasianus gaUns, 
in the woods/ but there were on the whole very 
few birds to be seen here. 

As the ship was procoading up the river with 
the tide, a boat came off irom the village d 
Vung-tao, in which was an old man and six 
or seven others. The visit, it would appear, 
had been voluntary on their part; they wished 
to point out what they considered to be the 
proper course of the ship, and seemed very 
anxious to procure our continuance near their 
village during the night The people of this 
boat were aflFable, and remarkably polite and 
animated, but rather too loquacious. They were 
all decently clad ; theur commm dress consisted 
of a close shirt of black or white cotton cloth, 
which reached down to the thighs ; a pair d 
coarse loose trowsers, which reached to the knee, 
and a piece of coarse doth or handkeiGliie^ 
wrapped round the head Persons iu l^etter ciiT" 
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cumstaoces wear a black crape turban of large 
size, and die otter parts of their dress are maite 

of silk. 

These meia stated that the principal person in 
authority here, resided at Kan-dyu, They of- 
fered to take a letter to him, whidi iras sent.* 

On the 25ih, the Chief of Kan-dyu paid us a 
• TOit on board, and took duurge of an offietal 

communication, written in English and French, to 
the QoTemor of Lower Cochin China, who re- 
sides at Sidgon. Mr. Crawftud was naturally 
anxious to see that city, the first in the empire, 
in respect of commerehd importance ; and in his 
communication requested permission to visit the 
piace» and to confer with the Governor on the 
subject of his mission. 

Whilst we waited here fer an answer fcom 
Saigon, we paid occasional visits to the neigh- 
bouring viUage of Kan-dyu, built upon the banks 
of a creek, in a situation somewhat swampy, the 
banks being shaded with mangrove. The man- 
ners of the people hete were so different fiom 
those of the Siamese, that we could not but feel 
both surprised and pleased at the contrast. The 
Governor of Kan-dyu is a singular character in 
many respects: he is upwards of sixty years <^ 
age, has a long, spare, lanky visage, in which he 
exhibits, in the most lively and animated manner, 
a considerable variety of passion. It was truly 
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ll^prpus to see with vvhat rapidity his feature^ 
parsed from thq serious to tbe wWwifAaili dm 
vacancy to the intensity of anger or di$ap- 
pdnlmwt 'IIbiq maimm of Ui^ p^ple ill 

ral were polite, I should say refined ; they were 
kioiij {iUe(^Y^ and obligiog; they ccoMrtod 
irather than Bhumied our society, and seemed to 
have le^ of thp weakness or osteittatiop of . 
tural imde than any of tbe tribes we bad yet 
meu Their curiosity was natigraUy ^xcitpd bj 
the ccntrast which they oould not but diaw 
tween them^f^ves and but ui thi^ gratificatiqa 
of this feeling, or in its expttssioii, was noithier 
coarseness nor absence of good-breedii^ ; and 
the gieatest liberty Ihey ventUDod to assume was 
that of simply touching our dress, with the 
design, I presume, of asccrtainii^ the matPffialB 
of its texture, they themselves having little no- 
tion of any oth^ fit ibr this purpose than silk, in 
whidi all ranks aane almost exdusiTdy dothed. 

In point of stature, the Cochin-Chinese axe 
below the standard of the Malays and Siamese; 
they are at the same time less bulky, and less 
dumsily made, yet even they too have spmethhug 
of squatness in their figure. The general form 
of the ftoe is round, and that in an extrsordinary 
degree , it is short, the direct and transverse 
diameters being very nearly equal. Hie fore- 
head is short, but brqad ; the cheek-bones wide. 
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not pacticulariy s^ent ; tha chin is laige and 
htcttd; fhey :wBiit the folness. of Uie coKmcid 
process of the lower jaw, so large in the Malays 
and Siamese* Tlie affiniljr to the Tartar lacse ia 
gbvious, but less so than in the former. The 
beaid is grisly and thin; the hair coarse,, copioua 

and black ; the eyes arc more round than those 

of the Chii^se or Siamese, they are also smaUec, 
but more lively ; they are, nn usual, intensely 
black. The nose is small, but well formed, with- 
out ^flatness or alar expanaian ; the lips are mo- 
derately thick ; the cheeks are destitute of haii;, 
and the beaid, as baa been said, is y&y scanty. 
The general form of the head is globular* - 

Tliere is no unusual, degree of obesity at any 
age. In females, at an early period, it is, how- 
ever, more developed than in men. Tiie body is 
well proportioned, and the limbs are well made, 
though iox the most part small. The colour is 
remarkably fair ; in many it is more so than is 
thai of the inhabitants of the southern parts of 
Eiusope. 

They are good-natured^ polite, attentive, and 
tndulgeut lo strangers. Their manners ai^ 

agreeable, and they are for the most part found 
in a lively, playM humour, and strongly dis- 
posed to indulge in mirth. TTiey arc the gayest 
of Orientals, yet the transition firom minh to 
sonow, and the more hateful and mean passions. 
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seems to cost them nothing ; it is as rapid as it 
js unaooountable, insomuch that to a stranger 
their conduct appears quite unreasonable, as well 
as fudde. Lake the monkey race, their attentim 
is perpetually changing from one object to 
anodier. 

The houses are large and comfortable, con- 
structed in general with mud walls, and roofed 
with tiles. The palm-leaf is but little used. 
The interior disposition of the house is some- 
what peculiar. About one half fixms an qpen 
hall, in which they receive visitors, transact busi- 
ness, and, if shop-keepers, dispose their wares. 
In the back part of this hail is placed an altar, 
and other emblems of religion. The private 
apartments are disposed in recesses behind; 
these are in the form of square chambers, open 

on one side only. Their beds are formed of a 
bench raised about a foot, and covered with 
mats. 

The costume of the Cochin Chinese is more 
oonvenient than degant. In both sexes it is 
much alike, consisting of two or more loose 
gowns with long sleeves, reaching to the knee, 
and buttoned close round the neck. Beneath 
this they wear a pair of wide pantakxms, and, 
on occasions of ceremony, persons of distinction 
throw a large blade mantle of flowered silk ov^ 
the whole. The head is covered with a turban 
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of crape ; that of the men is in general hhxk. 
Cher the turbans, females wear a large hat» si- 
milar to a basket 

Dress is with all ranks aa object of great 
attention; even the poorest among them aie 

clothed from head to foot, and the populace thus 



ke a more decent and respectable 







Lx 





than other eastern nations. 

At this place we entered several of the houses, 
and were entertamed with kindness and hospi* 
tality. The bazar of £an-dyu is well supplied 
with fish, ducks, fowls, eggs, and whatever dse 
is necessary for the comfort of the natives. The 
shops are individually poor, and almost every 
house is a shop. They are in general held by 
women* If they fumidi little to gratify tte 
curiosity of a European, they supply in abun- 
dance aU that is necessary and useiul to the 
native inhabitants. The practice of smoking to^ 
bacco is universal, as is that of chewing beteL 
Their cherooU are made by wrapping the tobacco 
up in pajper. 

On the morning of the 28th of August, an 
answer was received from the Governor of 
Saigon* who despatched a mandarin of rank to 
wait upon the Agent to the Governor General, 
and to invite him to visit the city. He was ac- 
companied by several lesser mandarins, and 
had brought with him three large, handsome. 
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lifad highly ornatiieiited bargcis, for the aoooaunb- 

datioii of the Agent to the Governor General. 
The larger contained from thirty to forty rowers 
fejtdr. The rowers were dressed in coarse red 
dothy faced with yellow. They wore a light 
CApi durmount6d with a plume of feathers; Thus 
dressed, they made a very handsome appear- 
ance. Every thing here is done by scddiers; 
the meanest oflSces fall to their lot, and these 
rowers were a detachment of the military force. 

Mr. Crawfttid wds doubtful whether he should 
have time to visit Saigon, as it was possible he 
inight be delayed there, until it Was too late to 
get to Turon, the south-west monsoon being 
aboiut to cease. The mandarin assured him that 
lie should be permitted to return in three days, 
and used si^ arguments as convinced us that 
they ^ere very anxious that he should visit the 
Governor of Saigon. 

On this assurance of the mandarin, Mr; CraW* 
furd consented to go, and asked me to accom- 
pany him. Beu3g uncertaui how we should be 
reieeived, he left instriictions with Captain Dan- 
gerheld to sail in the course of ten days, in the 
event of his not hearing from him in that time ; 
to proceed to Turon, and to communicate his 
arrival to the court. Lieutenant Rutherford was 
to accoaipaiiy ium. Mrs, Crawford remained 
also on board. 
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Thb Author prmbiimi to SiJeoir.<->ltiyBi of Satgon.— 

Saigon. — Superstitious Emblems. — M. Diard. — CocHii* 
Chi.vksb Fbmales and Morality. — Markets.— -Manufac- 

TURBS. BiNOBH A?ri> SaIGON. — FoKT. — r<)NPRRRNrR HE- 

BPBOTlJie THB GOTJBAJIOR GbKSRAL's LeTTEB.— RbTINOB 
OP THB MAKOARIKS.-'HoSPlTALITr OP THB ChINBSB SbT- 
T£m.— AublBNCB OP THB l9b7BR|tOR OP SAIGO!tw«<60RBAT 
ARtmtJt A TlftBR CLftPBAirtL— PMUBlli Tb TVftO*« 

— CoABT OP CooHiH CmttArf— Fishiho Tribbb^BoIti^ 

■ 

ToROH BAT.*4?BOi.oor, Ire— Visit Titroh.— A umiteo 

Number allowed to visit Hub. — Wretched Accommoda* 

TIONS FOR TUB PaSSAUE. 

At eix, P.M.9 we left the ship, a salute being 
fired on the occasion, and the ship's crew giving 
ne Oiee cheers. The barge selected t>r oar ac- 
commodation was comfortably as well as ele- 
gantly finidied. Continiui^ to row all night, 
notwitiisUindiug that it rained incessantly, we 
were «t di^-light but a short way ftom Saigoo, 
and reached it at nine, A. M. Each boat is fur- 
tufihed with a suitable number of ccfficers. The 
discipline of the men rests chiefly with the se^ 
eood» whose rank may be equal to that of 8er« 
jeant or corporal. He cheers the rowers by the 
lepetitioa of a &w mid notes, which can scarce 
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deserve the name of a aoi^ ; and he beats time 

to the stroke of the oar by means of two short 
8tid» of hard wood. The disdpline of these 

soldiers is severe, for even this petty officer has 
the power of inflicting several hundred lashes of 
rattan for slight ofiejoces. The rattau is kept 
in constont ezeidse* as wefiyund on our arrival 

at tlie town. 

' Tlie river of Saigon is about the size of that 

of Siam, but appears to carry a greater body of 
water. It is navigable to ships of all sizes. It 
is less ti»b]0us than most rivers, and its waters 
are less turbid. Its banks are mostly oovered 
with mangrove. We found amongst them a very 
elegant species of Rhizoj^iora, but observed 
no cultivation until we were within twenty or 

thirty miles of the town. The number of boats 
that were passing and repassing was but infte- 
quent As we approached the town, we were 
surprised to. find it of such extent. It is built 
chiefly on the right bank of the river. We had 
akeady passed a distance of se\ eral miles, and 
were still in the midst of it. The houflies are 
large, very wide, and for the climate, very com- 
fortable. The roof is tiled, and supported on 
handsoiiie large pillars, of a heavy, durable* 
black wood» called Sao. The walls are formed 
of mud, enclosed in frames of bamboo and 
{dastered. The floor is boarded, and elevated 
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Several feet fcom the ground. The houses are 
placed close to each other, disposed ia sUaight 
lineB, along spaebas and weikaiied sireetg, or 
on the banks of canals. The plan of the streets 
te M^orior to fliat of many Earopeaii capitahL - 
We were now conducted to a house that had 
beta prepared to Roehre vs. Several tfaomanib 
of the people, besides a numerous guard of 
aokUerSy armed with lanoea, were 
receive us. The crowd conducted themselves 
with a degree of propriety, ord^, decenqf , and 
feapactt lliat was alike pleasing as- it was novri 
to 118. Ail of them were dressed, and the greats 
nmbflr in a very oomfeortabla mamier. Tbtj 
all appeared to us remarkably small ; the ro* 

tures, were particularly striking. The mandarin 
who bad ao(XHnpamed» ooiiducted US to Qiir houses . 

and placed us in the hall, upon benches covered 
with mats, opposite to each other. A numbtf 
of people were in attendance to take up our 
baggage, and to make such arrangements in our 
quarlem as we ahould deem neoessary. The 
house was one of the best in the pkce. It was 
difficuli to say, whether it partook more of the 
temple, or of the court of justice. In every 
bouse, tn every buiUing, wlrather poblic or pci* 

vate, even in the slightest temporary slieds, i.s 

placed somethiiig to remind youdt religion^ oTj 
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to speak more accurately > of the superstitious 
cbsponlifla of tbe peopte; aiid» as the fmWeBMi 

of this nature have for the most part a brilliant 

sjyesrapoe, tJmj {Nroduce aa efiect as agreaabia 

to the first glance as it is striking. At one end 
was an altar, dedicated to Fo, .ona- 
tnetHed wtth various wiMeinatical figomSt and 
hung xound with inscriptions* It was easy to 
peroeibe* lihat affiuia of state aad of idigMi 
were here inseparable. Each partakes of the 
SMiie goU and tbe sanui TOimsh, Inniadiatsly 
behind tbis^ were placed our private apartments. 
Adowdof BokUefS at all times filled die oouiC 
and the ante-room, and a guard was placed in 
altaMlanoe at tbe gate and wioket 

At noon, two mandarins of justice came to 
oonfiur with tbe Agent to tbe Govenior QeneiaL 
We received them upon our bendhtes^ fanmedh 
ately in front of the altar of Fo. They were 
Hken thatliad passed the age of flfty» shoft ni 
stature, of easy and affable manners. They 
were diessed in Mack liirfoans, and Uaek robis 
of silk. They commenced the conversation bf 
BM^ng inqumea respecting our aoocamiiodatm 
then turned to the objects of the mission, in- 
quiring bow long suice we bad left Bengal; wbB' 
ther the letter for the king of Cochin China was 
from tbe king of England, or from the Govaiaor 
Oeneral of India ; what were the precise objects 
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of ibd mission ; whether we had orders to visit 
SftigoUf or the oootrary.; ud if we bsd beea at 
tf» oouft cf Slant To aU of theae querief the 
aoswers were so pkia aoid so candid* that it 
sacBMid impossible they ooaU either miauiiflecu 
stand or misrepresent ihem. On one or two 
ai^eot8» tii^ shewed the giealeit anxiety. We 
were earnestly and repeatolly asked, if we came 
into their eoootry with friendly or with hoaftile 

intentions. This subject mm urged with so 
innch eamestuesa, that it was. impossible not to 
ftirgive their fears, though groundless, atid to 
participate in £ieling3 which appeared to pro* 
eeed solely flom the lovetbey bore their eoimliy« 
They now requested that the letter to the king 
eCGoQhinCSiiimsboaklbeaeiitto^ inoidertbaft 
the Governor or Viceroy of Saigon might be 
entbled to forward a tfanslatioQ to court* tag^ 
ther with a full report upon the subject of our 
fimt, but it was thous^ impropw to comply with 

this request for the present. They seemed quite 

satisfied with the answers that were giveo» 
and continued the interview fbr nearly six 
hours, conversing almost all the while oa matters 
ef baaitiese. Before their departure they ordeied 

provisions for our use ; and soon after arrived a 
living pig, ducks/ fowte^ eggs, sugar, plantains, 
and rice. 

lalheeffeiiuig, we were vmited by M. Diard» 

xe 
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a liydy aad well-educated Frenchman, of the 
nedicd pfofesrionV who had been led into thsfle 
countries by his desire to prosecute subjects of 
mtinal history. He bad akeady traranaed most 
of the Indian islands, in which he has made 
nmneEOUs and Taluable zoological disoonreriesb 

the subject which has principally attracted his 

attentioo. Already he has discovered iom or 
Ikfemm species of Simia, and as many species 
of the genus Sciurus. In Java» he discovered 
tiiat the kifie deer of that place was a spocies 
altogether unknown to naturalists. He thinks 
that he has disooreied a fimrth species of BfaiMh 

ceros, and is satisfied that the Sumatran species 

is a distinct one. Tbenumber ofnew speciesiof 
birds whidi he has discovered is yery considera- 
ble. M« Diard is evidently a man of great ei^ 
terprise and acuteness, and admirably qualified 

for the arduous pursuit in which he is engaged. 
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coming obstacles. F^rom him we may expect a 
fidl aooouni of the sookgy of these countries. 
He has wisely assumed the costume, and adopted 
the maamn of the peqple among whom he le- 

sides. If there be any thing arniss in the cha- 

ract^ of Diaxd, it is, .<aQd it is with hfisifslimi 
and doubt that I make the remark,) perhaps, a 
disposition to over-rate the number, extent* and 
value of his disoovecies ; and perhaps too^ an 
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wdour of zeal» whidi may be apt to lead ooe 
beyond the pieciae limits of aocurale 6baarv»> 
.tioQ. He has been about a year ia Cooliia 
.Chimi, and fimr months at this place. It is 
with the greatest difficulty that he can obtain 
. finpm the goTcnmmt pennission to Tisit any part 
of the interior. He had but very few objects of 
natural history, in consequence, to shew us. 

August 3(MA.~-Qn g<^Dg out in the mocning, 
the guard placed at the seemed donbtfiil 
.whether he ou^ to let me pass. On my ap- 
proach, however, he drew back respectfully ; 
but strenuouriy objected to allow any of our 
people to pass the gate, till seeing me wait for 
.the painter, he pennitted him to aceampany me. 

.An early visit to the market-places served to 
oonfiim the observations I have already made 
respecting the manners of the people. The 
Cochin Chinese cannot, I think, be considered 
as a handsome people in any way, yet, amongst 
the females, there are many that are even hand- 

.some, as well as remarkably fidr, and their 
manners are engaging, witliout possessing any 
of that looseness of character whidi, aooording 

.to the relation of Fieiicli travellers, prevails 
amoogit this people* The conduct of both sexes 
is agreeable to the strictest decorum. Chastity, 
in which they have been accused to be wanting, 
wonld appear to be observed* in fte married 
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State, with as much strictness as amongst their 
neighboufs, or any other Aidatic nalkn. The 
breach of it is held criminal, disgraceful, and 
liable t6 punishment. It is tet so, faolmrer, 
"with regard to young and unmarried females. 
Hera the utmost latitude is allowed, and, kn a 
trifling pecuiiiary consideration, the lather wiB 
deliver up his daughter to the embraces of tiie 
stranger or visitor. No disgrace, no stigma, 
attadies to the character of the female, nor does 
this sort of connexion subsequently prevent her 
fiom procuring a suitable husband. 

Such commodities as are used by tbe natives 
were to be tbund in great abundance in every 
bazar. No country, perhaps, produces more be- 
tel or areca-nut than this. Betel-leafless abun- 
dantly ; fish, salted and flesh ; rice, sweet pota- 
toes, of excellent quality, Indian com, the young 
shoots of the bamboo, {Hr^Mured by boiling ; 
in the germinating state, coarse sugar, plantains, 
oranges, pumeloes, custard apples, pomegra* 
nates, al^d tobacco, were to be bad in the great- 
est quantity. Pork is sold in every bazar, and 
poultry of an excellent description is very cheap. 
AUigator'S flesh is held in great esteem, and 
our Chinese interpreter states that dog's flesh is 
sold here. 

The shops are of convenient size, in wliidi tbe 

wares are dispys^d to the best advantage. One 
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circumstance it was impossible to overlook, as it 

ners in this people from that of the nations of 
XodHU Aitidies of jSuropeau manufacture bava^ 
anmgit tba lstl«r» id ttmiy imtanotB, usurped 
tlie use of their own; and you can scarce name 
any tiling European mannfactiire ^rtiidi is not 
to be bad in the bazars. Here, with the sole 
esceptkn of thne or fair caie bottlee, of ooam 
glass, there was no article whatever to be found 
that bom the Icaat nwmbhncB to any thing 

European. A different standard of taste pre» 
Tails. A piooe of cotton doth was scarce to be 
seen. Grapes, satins, and silks, are alone in 
use, the greater number of them the manubcture 
of China or of Tonqoin, there being, in ftcl;, 
little or no manufacturing industry here. 

The articles wlnoh tfaey themselves had made 
were not aumerous. I may specify the follow- 
ing: handsome and cbanae mats, matting fcrthe 

sails of boats aud junks, goarse baskets, gilt 
mnA varniihed bodflft. umbrellas, handsone silk 
purses, in universal use, and carried both by 
men and women ; ironnails» and a rude spedes 
ofseisBora. Every thing else was imported ftom 
the surrounding countries. In exdiange, their 
teiritory affi>ids rice in abundance, caidamoms, 
pepper, sugar, ivory, betel, There are a few 
weidlhy QuMse who carry en an eitensire 
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trade here ; the bulk of the people ift raiflenUy 
poort nad but §em amoDgst iJami are ia a coih 
ditkm to trade but upcn the most limited sesla 
Eew of the sbops in the ba:^s appear to contain 
goods cC greater value than might be puidiBaed 
fi)r forty or sixty dollarst apd the greater number 
.are not worth half that aum. 

. It is difficult to conceive that a population so 

eaUoDsive can exist together in thia.£orm, witii^ 
trade on so small a scale: there are, in fact, 
two cities here» each of them as large as the 
capital of Slam. That more reoently - built is 
called Biogeb; the other» situated at. the dia- 
tance of a mile or. two, ia caUed Saigm. . The 
former is contiguous to a fortress which has 
been constructed of Jate years» on the principles 
of European fortification. It is furnished with 
a xegular glacis, wet ditch, and a high rampart, 
and commands the surrounding country. It is 
oC.a. square form, and ead) side is about half a 
mile in extent. It is in an unfinished state, no 
embrasures being made» nor cannon mounted on 
the iain)>art. The zig zag is very short, the 
passage into, the gate straight; the gates are 
haadsome, and ornamented in the Cihinese styla 
'We could not procure any information respecting 
the population of the two cities« 

A mandarin of higher rank, together with the 
.two we saw yesterday, came to transact business 
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witli the Agent of the Governor General ; a pro- 
tmctad coii?ei8aiioD; in all lespecta similar to 

tliat which had taken place yesterday, was com- 

m^iood by him. . He iosifirfic^ that the letter, as 
-mSL as Mr. Crawfind's enedeotials, should be 
.sent for ; this point was acceded to, and a boat 
.was iimnediately despatdied to the ship, for the 
letter to the King of Cochin China. The man- 
darins ocmtimied with us till a late hour in the 
.evening. 

SlM, at ddom a. nL—The letter arrlTed* and 

in the course of an hour thereafter, the mau- 

darias. who had visited us hrst, came to ascertaia 
its authenticity, and to report upon the contents 
of it. It was late in the evening before they 
could be made to undmtand the subject of it, or 
the jnature of the Governor General's proposals 
ra^ieeting commeice. An English copy ot the 
letter^ and translations in Portuguese and Ciu- 
•nese^ were fiiraisbed to ttan. M. JQiard was 

present at, and took a part in, the conferences 
thai were held with the mandarins. 

Sept. 1st. — ^It would appear that the 6ovemor 
of Saigon had no objections to ofbv upon the 
subject of the documents whidh had been fiir- 
nished yesterday ; a xnandarm now returned for 
copies of tbem» stating that those which had been 
first furnished were to be immediately despatched 

to Court As soon as these had been furnished. 
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we set out in a boat with M. Diaid» to viafc 
Saigoa The distance of thig town from the 
citadel is about three milee, but there axe homm 

along the banks of the river the greater part d 
tile wKf. The paucity of jiniks and coaatiiig 
vessels in the river was accounted for by the 
kteneea of the season* The number of boats 
that were passing and repassing was, howev^, 
very consid^ble. The oountry here preseotod 
the appearance of extreme fertility; the barioi 
were covered with areca and cocoa-nut trees* 
plntdnsjack^ and other fhiit-trees. Numeioas 
navigable canals intersect tlie country in every 
diiectiou» offoring every fadlity for the increase 
of eoDimercial industry. Here, as in Siam, the 
more laborious occupations are often perfimiied 

by women, and the boats upon the river are in 

general rowed by them. A praGtioe» as ungalbwt 

as it is unjust, prevails both here and in Siam ; 
that of making females only to pay for being 
ferried across rivers, the mm passing always 
free. The reason alleged for the practice is, 
that the men are all supposed to be employed on 
the King's service. It is lamentable to observe 
how large a proportion of the men m this couh 
try are employed in occupations that are totally 
•unproductive to the state, as well as subversive 
of national industry. Every petty mandarin is 
allmded by a multitude of persons* 
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The town of Sdgon is built upon a coiud* 
deraUe branch of the great rirer^ and upon Ae 
banks numerous canals. It is the centre of 
the oomnmce* of tins fertile piOTince, the'teim 
* of Bingeh being but little engaged in such pur- 
suits. A few settlers ftom Chinacarry on trade 

on an extensive scale, but the Cocliiu Chinese 

are fcuf the most part too poor to engage in oocu- 
pations of this nature. 

We landed about the middle of the town^ and 
after proceeding a short way, we entered €ie 
house of a Chinese. He received us with 
great civility, and intited ns to partake of re- 
freshments; he said that he was anxious (or 
trafBe widi die EogUsh, and had now vnpoa his 
bands commodities suited for that trade. 

We passed several hours in Tistting vafioas 

'parts of the town, and returned to our quarters 
in the evening highly gratified with all we had 
*seen, and with the most faTourabte impression 
of the manners and disposition of the people. 
The attention, kindnessv and hospitality we ex- 
peiienced, so far exceeded what we had hitherto 
'observed of Asiatic nattons* that we coaU not 
but fancy ourselves among a people of entirdy 
diflfermtcharador. We were absdute strangers, 

who had come to pass a few hours only in the 
town ; yet in abnost every street we were invited 
by the more wealthy Chinese to ent^r their 
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houses* Slid to partake of Tefreshmeiits. They 

could not have kaowQ beforehand that we were 
to TOiit the place, yet some of the entertaiimieDts 
laid out for us were in a style of elegance and 
abundance that bespoke the afBuemna^ as wdl as 

the hospitality, of our liosts. 

Ammg&t others, we were invited by three 
biothers who had been settled in the country for 
some time. They wore the Cochin- Chinese 
Aess, and in appearance differed but little flan 
the native inhabitants. Their manners were 
engaging* perfectly easy and polite; their house 
was both hand some and spacious, nor did 
any thing ai^^ear wantiiig to render it a 
superior mansion, even in the opinion of an 
European. They received us in a large, weU 
furnished ante-room ; a table was soon covered 
with a profusion of fruit, the most deUcate sweet* 
meats, and a variety of cakes and jellies* They 
insisted upon attending us at table themselves, 
nor could they be induced to seat themselves 
while we were present. Tea was served out to 
xm in small cups; a large taUe was also spfead 
for our followers, who were supplied with sweet- 
meats in plosion* Our hosts conversed but 
little; they were apparently as much pleased 
with our visit, as we with the kind reception 
they had given us» 

Let others say from what motives so mucb 
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hospitality and attention were bestowed upon 
perfect Btrangeift by these intdUgeat and libeiaU 
mincfed ChineBe ; for my own part, I muti do 
tbem the justice to believe that they were oC the 
aiCBl dtsuDtereBled lutii^ 

The bazars of Saigon contain in gieatir 
^^ ^ymi^yi^ all that is to be foniid in those of 
Bingeb. Coarse china and Tonquin crapes^ 
silks and Mitiiis» Chinese fiins, porodsin^ te^9 

are the more common wares in the shops. The 

stseets are straights wide» and ccmyenient The 
population extensive. We entered a very hand- 
some Chinese teoiide. built in nood tai^. imd 
hi|^7 ornamented* The Codnn Chinese tri- 
ples, though apparently dedicated to the same 
objects of wondnp, aie of inferior appeanoioe. 
. Sept. 2d. — We v^ere tdd that the Qovernor 
WDoId giro an audiaDoe to the Agent of the 
Governor General at an early hour. About tea 
ajn« the F wi i ^f^i^ " i irtio had conducted us ftom 

tfie ship, canie to say that the Governor waited 
our airivaL Being asked what oanreyance had 
been prepared for us, he said that we must pro- 
ceed oa feot. This being object to» five ele- 
phants were sent for. These were tonisfaBd 
with haudahs, such aa are used by the natives of 
India. A fsw mmules brought, us inta the 
dtadel, where the Governor resides. His hous^ 
AfMwIi Imsu. is nlain. without oKDsmeiiL in 
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the interior or exterior. It is situated nearly in 
tim oaatre of tbe I6rt» ia sm opeu s>pasa« W/hm 
we hid emved witfaiit fifty y wis of the aitrance, 
m were requested to descend from our ele* 
phants, and to proceed the remainder the way 
ea £oot» A crowd of soldiers, araied chie^y with 
•peaii, ooeupied both aides of the court Hie 
Governor, surrounded by the mandarins, was 
aeated ia a laige hall» apeb. in fixxH. We ad- 
vanced, directly in front of him, and taking off 
CUT hats, aalutedhim aooording to the maniiar of 

our country. Chairs had been provided, and 
we took our seats a little ia iroat> and to the 
right of the mandarins. In the back part c^the 
hail sat the Governor^ upon a plain, elevated plat- 
fomt about twelve feet aquaxe, and ooivered with 
mats, on which were laid one or two cushions. 
Oa a lower platform to his left, and a little ia 
front, was seated the Deputy Governor^ a fine- 
looking oldfiian, who appealed toharo passed the 
age of seventy. Directly opposite to the latter 
about a doMi maadaiias^ dressed in blade silk 

robes, were seated in the Indian manner, on a 
platform similar to that opposite ; and behind 
these stood a number of armed atteiidanls» 
crowded into one place. In front of the Governor^ 
two Siamese, who had come hither on their pri< 
vate affidrsy lay prostrate on the f^round, in the 
manner that they attend upon tbeir ownchieA* 
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TbeQomnor of Gtoigon is reputed aa emudit 

aod his appearance ia soooie degree ooimtenaBcea 
thitiiolkML He ii Bppairalty about fifty yem 

of age* Jias aa intelligeiit look» and may be 

of mind and body : his &ce is round and soft» 
Ut feituna flabby and wriiiUed; bo bat no 
beard, and bears considerable resemblance to 
•noldjvomaii: bis voieo* too» ia abiiU aad £bbo»> 

nine ; but this I have observed, though in a less 
degroe» in othoc males of this nalion* His dross 
is noinMtoly plain, bmahnasl sofdid, end to 4io 
sight as mean as that of the poorest perflons, 

Ho bad requosted that the ktter ftom tbs 
Oovemor General of Bengal should be brought 
'with us to the audienoe. Seeing it in my hand* 
he inquired what it was I held ; and having ex- 
aumed the gold okith ill wbich it was oon^^ 

he returned it, at the same time observing that 
taafingt aoooidiDg'to die custom of the ooontryt 
* taken copies, it must not be again opened. 

He now inquired bow kng it was since we 
left Calcutta, and what our respective ages were. 
He obsmed that it was customary fos Jungs only 
to write to kings How Iben,'* said he, *^ can 
the Governor General of Bengal address a iettor 
totfae KingofCocfainCaiiiia?'* He soMMd to 
comprehend what the objects of the mission were, 

Slid to vkTRT tfiem ia a jhwii^^ ''AU 
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flliipB»*' he observed, are peimitted to tnuie 

with Cochin Cliixia. If," he contioued, tlie 

flulgepte of the King of Cochia China 'viiit Ben- 
gal or any other British settlement, it is right 

that while there they fihouid be amenable to the 
laws of the oomitry, and be judged by them. In 
like manner the subjects of other nations resort- 
ing to Cochin China must be governed and 
judged by the laws in use in that country ; that 
dheiwise there could be no strict justice/' Ha 
asked if we were going direct to Turon, or the 
port of Hu&t and what oonduct the Agent of the 
Governor General meant to pursue on arriving at 
that place. He was told that a report of our 
arrival shonld be immediately ferwaided to court 
finom tlmt place ; which he observed that the 
mandarin of elephants was in diarge of matteis 
of this nature, and would give , all requisite in- 
famation on the subject of commercial affiois* 

I have above described, in general terms, 
the nature and extent of the conTersation that * 

transpired. The mandarins appeared to be 
perfectly at their eds^ in the presence of the 
Governor, exhibiting neither fear nor awe of any 
kind. They frequently addressed questions to 
lis during the interview. The convmation was 
carried on through the medium of the Portuguese 
language, by means of a native called Antonio. 
Towards the dose of the ooaversationt M. 



Digitized by G 



AND COCHIN china! m 

Diaid came in, dressed in the style of a mandarin, 
and tookhis seat beside us. Tea was o&red to 
vuh aooofding to illie usnal custom. 

In front of the hall was a cage contaiou;]^ a 
i^ry large tiger» wfaidi the goTenxNT bad caused 
to be caught^ in order that he might exhibit to us 
a fi^ beliveen that fimest of animals, and tbe 
elephant. We were asked if the spectacle would 
be agreeabk to us» and on our replying in the 
affirmative, he gave the necessary directions on 
the subject. In tl^ midst of a grassy plain, 
about half a mile long, and nearly as much in 
breadth, about sixty or seventy iine elephants 
were drawn up in several ranks, eadi animal be* 
ing provided with a mahawat and a hauda, which 
WBS^pty. On one side weve placed conrenieDt 
seats ; the governor, mandarins, and a numerous 
train of soldiers being also present at the 
spectacle, A arowd of spectators occupied the 
side opposite* The tiger was bound to astake^ 
placed in the centre of the plain, by means of a 
stout rope lastened round his loins. We soon 
peroeiTed how unequal aras the combat; thd 
daws of the poor animal had been torn out, and a 
atiODg stitch bound the tips together, and pre* 
vented iiim Irom opening his mouth. On being 
tamed loose from the cage, he attempted to 
bound over the plain, but finding all attempts 
to extricate bimfidlf useless, he threw himaelf 

Y 



Digitized by Google 



MISSION TO SiAM 



at length upon the grass, till seeing a large 
depham wih kmg tusks approach, he got up 
and faced the coming danger. The elephant 
wa« by this attitude, and the horrid growl of the 
tiger, too rmch intimidated, and tomod aside, 
whiie the tiger pursued bim heavily, and struck 
Urn with his fore paw upon the hind quiqter^ 
quickening bis pace not a little. The mahawat 
suDcasded in bringing the elephant to the <^iirge 
again before he had gone far, and this time he 
rushed on furiously, driving his tusks into the 
enrOi under tiie tiger, and lilting Yam up fldrly, 
gave him a clear oast to the distance of about 
thirty fiad This was an interesting pomt in the 
QQodmt ; the tiger lay along the ground as if 
he wiera dsed, yet it appeered that hn had 

received no material injury, for on the next 
attack* he threw himself into an attitude 4^ 
delenee» and Wi the elephant was again about 
to tdke him up, he sprung upon his forehead, 
Swg his bind feel upon the trunk of the fi»aer« 
The elepiiaiit was wounded in this attack, and so 
ssucb fiis^iiened» thai nothing eouid prevent him 

from breaking thwxjgh every obstacle, and fairly 
runn ing off. The mahawat was consid^ed to have 
fuMl in his daly» and soon nfter was brought up 
to the governor with lu& bands bound behind his 
beck* md on the spot received a handled lashes 
cf the rattan. 
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Anoilicr elephant Was now brqughi^ ImjI the 

ifg^ made Urn trntomtm oa imA MMuii^ 

attack. It was evid^t iilgit the tosses he re^ 
^MMd mm motib oconnyii to diiti. Att the 
elephants were fumlfehed with iusltBi and the 
ttDdd of iitMk i& w^rf i]MiM0f fix mmnl 

others Were called forward, Ava?^ that of rushing 
Upoa (to iigeTf timutidg their imkB imdec hiia» 
Vrfriiig hiffi, CM liu^^ Of 
their truoks they evideoUy were.tmy .oaraM; 
voOing them cautiously up under Ihtt WhM 
ihe tiger was perlt^y dead) ati elepha&t was 
who, inMMd of talHiig th»tigortti 
Us ti|sks, seized him wiiii his trunk, and in 
geoeialcasthim to the distance of ihtftylMC. . • 
The tiger jB^t Was succeeded by the repre- 

MQiittiin cifaoinbaft .of a limsApdtm. 

The object of it was, to shew with what steadi-^ 
Msg tt^ titid of idepbaiits was eapabk of adiraiaaifig 
upon, and passing the lines of tbtf eoeili)r» A 
double line el ^itrenchments was throwa Ufi, and 
ihi ftoM of itwoB? plaoidti(lim wtidkBf m ^pmaAtf 
of oombustible matter^ with hre- works oi various 

deieripHMs, a&d « AMrsmall piMs of. anllletfjr* 

In an ilistant the whole was in a bla^ei and a 
imafl l^e was kept ii{>« * Tlis (ric|)liaiits ad* 

vanced in line, at a steady and rapid pace, but 
though thflj went dese upto tbe£re,-4berDwefcr 

tery few that could be forced to pass it, of all 

Y 2 
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them shuffling round it in some way or other. 
Hiis altadc was rqieated a second time, and put 
an end to the amusements. 

The gQvecoior now called us to the place wh^ 
he was seated, and sakl it would be agreeable 
to him if we would remain another day, to see 
tfaedty; and that a comedy shotdd be pcepaied 
for our amusement. Mr. Crawfurd stated our 
feasons for wishing U> depart* and we took our 
leave of him, much gratified with the attenticm 
ha had shewn us. 

Sept. Srd.-— The boats we had come in were in 
attendance at an early hour. We embarked at 
six a.m., and readied the ship about five pjn. of 
the same day. 

On the Mowing morning, we weighed ancfaor, 
and continued our voyage to Turon with a strong 
s.w. wind. On going out of the river, the ship 
had very nearly strudc iqpon a shoal or bank, not 
mrked in the charts. 

Sept. 14tt.-^The voyage fiom Cape St James 
to the western bound of the bay of Turon, was 
acQompliahed in moderate weather, and with a . 
fiiir wind, until we appioadied the bay, when 
the winds, thou^ light, became contrary. We 
have in consequence been oS this point fisr the 
last four days, without being able to get into 
thef'harbour thoi^h so near, a strong current* 
apparently from the gulf of Tonquin, carrying 
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the ship to the westward. The coast of Cochin 
CSkuoat ihm Cape SL JaiofiB to Ihd bay cf Tl^ 
loo, is fiingularly bold and pictmesque* A con* 
tinuous and lofty dmin of mountains stretdies 
thnsn^out the wbde of this ditfanrnj in the di« 
rectioD of the searcoast^ that is &om s.e. to n.w. 
I^ieEe mely infcenrenes any conaiderafale die* 
imce between the mountains and the sea-shore* 
the latter beiog either abrupt* bold* aiidprnafNi* 
tous, or begirt with a narrow sandy beach. The 
ranges of hills axe luunerous, and &x the most 
part are seen to rise above each other in gradual 
succession* as they recede firom the sea. Their 
abrupt, acununated, and rici^ fixms, their ateiil 
summits, their steep flanks» leave Uttle.room to 
doubt that the greater part* and the irixdie of the 
western half of tliese mountains are granitic. 
Near to the middle of the chain* they beoome 
less bold and less elevated, while their forms are 
rounded at top. With this change* increased 
fertUity of tlie soil, and a country better adapted 
fox the support man* comes into view. Here 
human industry struggles against the i neq u ali t y 
of the soil. Numerous fields are observed to 
OQOupy the sides of the hills* and a Test fleet 
of boats plying in the open sea, indicates the 
ezislenoe of « nuntfDous popolatkx^ Some of 

the islands along the coast are also cultivated 

W Ik similar manner* Indiiwi eoip, the smaUar 
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kindb of grain, as the CynoBurus coracanus, some 

wf^ciM ifS pulse» yuift» sweet potatoaai, aod cap- 

sieum, are tSi that mfdv ioils 

pKxiuca; logelher wilh an abundant supply 

ef fldi; woM appear ta o p nathme tka tedof 

iha iubaUtaDla of tliis pari of tba ooalst. Their 

boets ue iB ahape similar to 

but f|f6 difierentiy rigged, having a large Bquare 

■huped aaUialbe middle, dud oni at eauh md, 

Bouiewhat siiiular to tlie former. At ^ distance 

ttey look fihe flnaU ahipa. They ave eaUMnely 

liumcrous, several hundreds of them being some- 
tittae ia ^hl, and aU uader They aro not 
to bo iiidiii^ to visit ships upbn^ iMt pai^ge 
this way. 

fiudl mmeioiui fleets of beeto naliifally sug> 

gest seones of induBtry, social happiness, and 
deneelfc eomtet, ocsmeeted witti them. We 
imagine that in them we see the active aim thai 
k to fttfidsh to thouaands of their feUow^eitiaeiie 
a large proportion of their daily susteaunce. Wo 
fanagiao that this ntnaeroiiB bodT* of wm cannot 
but acquire wealth themselves, while they at the 
same time emkh the state. How ttiiief eo4 the 
]^ietiim whidi a nofodoeo inspection portraysf 
With seareo a rag of clothes t£> cu¥er them* 
without eithep hewie or hene^ oAmt titaithal 
which their frail bark, ooverad with a soriy 
baltiHg, aibidi» Witl^ a aeanty eupply of poor and 
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periaipi, myMkm o um fcod; miliw way doM a 

numeraus but wretcked pc^miation lead a life ot' 

are not more squalid, or more wretchedi tbaa 

flwty iif lha Mulf tiibea that oeoupjr tba aoMla 

of Cochin CbtlUi, The laciHty with wliidi sub- 

MCmoef tbcmgii a t s d mmU ^ 0m, ia to be |m» 

cured in thi^ occupation, will ^iccotmi for the 
gtmA maikmn Ibat aie engaged ia iiluiig» It 
mqalliiftfloteidi, and but Ktlte ittdotlry , to pot 
a fiunUy io tba way of prMidbig for itaoU. 
Hmoo erMjr boat k ibr tli» moit paft thi Mi 
denco of a single iamily, k\nd a& the source irom 

wbidi tlwy deriwttnir t rt h i iyia ii ia incglwwrt ' 

hte, there appears to bo no limit to the 'mrettm 

tf namagaa aoioiigflithflMiv A nui cf ordnnry 

industry is capable of constructing with hi^i own 

faftv^fa ihtfi ttMfifailM^V flfid iftg^tiM ^ifcl* gyMMgta|g|2*| 

for the existence of himsetf f^ily^ Of 
Iheee* Ike boal ia tha ffineipat aad aa iadia- 
^Mjfi9abl9 |Nift) aa^ abscvt^ a itfoc^ 

cheaper and easi^ iBode of coMmeliflg tteu 
flmi ia gMerally adopted tbio^hfiM tti«Mi g«ai. 
Tile practice of hollowing out siftglc tre^s must 
btffmiBful, tedioaa, and difllcxdl. Ttoe OotbiQ 
Chinese haye substituted, in its stead, a Sort of 

taskal irarit, of vary dtm kMum^ €( wUcb they 

form both the bottom and the greater pan ot the 
flidea of the boat. Dua etoM- fcastit amfc, or 
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matting, » made of splil railaiiB, and being 

stretched upon the frame, is well coYered with 
pildi. The upper wdk is,* however, fimned oC 
one or two planks, aiid the boat is further 
BtaMgtheoed by a deck of the same nwtftriab* 
In the centre there is a small gpace covered witb 
matting, the sole aooommodalioa of the ocaoh 
piers ; bamboos serve for masts ; the bark of 
trees is made into tackling ; a few nuUs, sewed 
tc^ether, are tlie only sails, all of wliidi, as well 
as fishing nets and lines, are made by, every man 
finr his own use. Thus equipped, they launch 
into the deep, carrying with them ail that they 
possess, wand^ firom bay to bay in quest of a 
subsistence, which their squalid aad wretched 
forms would lead us to believe to.be precarious 
and inadequate. Though for the most part under 
the shelter df a bold and rocky coast, they ace to 
be found at times far out at sea^ The night and 
their idie time are invariably spent under the 
shade of trees, or on some saiody beadi. Here 
they indolently saunter away their time till 
necessity again calls for e^prtion. Thdr shaie 
of toil may be considered moderate ; the structure 
of their boats bemg such as to admit of their 
sailing with all winds, and in every direction. 

On the l&th SepUmbcTt we succeeded in 
gaining the bay of Turon. A salute of tvveiity- 

€06 guns was fired from the ship as /soon as shp 
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had cast anchor .; a smaH fort on bhore returned 
three. 

The bay of Turon is completely land-locked, 
and were its entrance a& easy as its int^or is 
safe, it woaM be jusdy numbered amcmg the 
best of harbours. The dijfficulty we experienced 
in gaining it was no doubt, in some degree, to 
be attributed to the lateness of the season, the 
contrary winds.having by thistime set in, which 
together with a curraat of great strength, carriod 
the ship to the westward. 

We found ourselves here transported as it 
weie into a ftiiB» tranquil lake, surrounded almost 
on every hand by bold and lofty hills, covered 
with wood to their summit. Though there was 
here an assemblage cf all that is usually consi^ 
deied favourable to the producti(HianddeYelope« 
ment of the ridi and beautiful in natural scenery, 
the general effect fell short of our expectation. 
We had, in fiM^ passed beyond that &?oured 
bdt of the equatorial region, on vvluch nature 
has so lavishly bestowed her richest and most 
striking beauties. The activity and energy of 
vegetable life, which had so often attracted our 
admiration by Ihe vast and varied forms to whkdi 
it ^ve birth, was no longer sustained A 
prospect more steril, and less varied, met the 
eye. A soil more than usually barren, sup- 
ported more Stunted forms of aiboresoeot vege- 
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tatlm. EKtenive mndy beachee far the mam 

part surrounded the shores, except where tbey 
ftfe imdmd more bold by tiie tn^yectkii of 
granitic rocks. The great extent of the bay, 
indeed, fenning a besin of a drcular fom, Ikie 
serrated tops of the mountain ridges, partially 
envdoped in mist and gray douds, tbe nuaber 
oTboots that ftfe always to be seeci salfing to and 
fro^ and the bold formd of a few rocka, qodUss 
ifpoa tiiia haiboar a peculiar ImePM. in point 
of scenery, however, it is greatly iaferior to that 
of Trinoomalee, to wbich the ataBcMo of culti- 
vated iafid, and the want of human liabitationa, 
assimilate it ia otbet lespeets. Heie aod thena 

on the shores of the bay are to be i'ound the huts 
of a few wretebed c^eatureB who live by Miiiig : 
whilst agriculture may bo said to hare no exists 
eix^e. Neither the betel, mox the coooa^aity is 
to be ftCCHf HOT a print of any deder^Hkm^ a 
few acsres q£ rice ground are scarcely desemng 
of raentioii. Itie swesC polaloe aod tile 8eea» 
mum orientaie thrive better; yet every thing 
radiGates an ungiatefUt scii. 

To the botanist, the mouatains tfeit surround 
the bay affi»d a Md far raiean^es as interest* 
ing, as it is inexhaustible. It v/oukl be difficult 
to specify any locality that jrodiices a greatsf 
variety of plants than this. Tlic taller wood on 
the hills being cut down ibf ftiel, i^ipears to be 
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highly favourable to the producticm of herbaceous 
pUnte. The d^y excurBioas of our party were 
tbe meanB of adding imiiy iFalimble plants to my 
eollection. To tb© kindness of Mr. Crawfurd, I 
am indebted for a oanndefablepGitkiii of thaie; 
he not only gave directioaB for the necessary 
aoeommodaliona fbr my aenranto, who had by 

this time bccumo experienced collectors, but was 
himself suocasafui in making disoovehea. 

When we had been some houra al andior, a 
mandarin of respectable appearance came off, 
aooompanied by a oooaideiiible number of ibl- 
iovvers, dressed in uniform. Tjus mandarin was 
a remaikable oonHaat. to the generaUly of hia 
countrymen. He talked but little, and that very 

aknrty t he asked few queslkms* yet shewed 

considerable aifioeity. He was about forty 
years of age» bad a thin person*, short stature* 
and Kke the lest of taseomHrymen, a nound fiu». 
His manners were uncoounonly good. He was 
well dressed, aeeorduig to the eostmne of Iho 
country. It is scarcely requisite to observe 
fliai Ibe objeet of hia visit was to aseertiiiii 
whence we came, and what were our views. 
We learned from Usa that our arrifal had bee» 
expected for some time. He inquired first of all, 
if the letter for the Kmg of Ck)diin Qiina was 
Aeoi the Kingf of Rigland: he flien desired fo 
bave a list of the names of the persons on board. 
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After lemaining several hours, he look his 
leave, stating that he ahcMild report the arrival 
of the mifision to bis superior, the chief mandaria 
of Fai-Foh, he himself being a mandariu of 
letters, and chief of the village of Tuion« 

This returned on board on several occa- 
sions ; ou one of which he carried with him a 
letter from the chief of Fai-Fdi to the Agent cf 
the Governor-General, together with presents of 
fish, firuitydudcs, fowls, pigs, and a bullock. It was 
rumoured that we should be invited to visit Fai- 
Foh» while an answ^ was expected from the 
capital. This appears, however, to have been 
merely a vague rumour* and we have heaid 
nothing further of it since. 

2Dth Sepi. — Mr. Crawfurd visited the man- 
darin of Turon, who had been now several times 
on board. Lieut. Rutheribrd and myself accom- 
panied him cm this occasion. The village of Tu- 
ron lies nearly three miles distant from the usual 
place of anchoraga The approach to it is 
through an extensive shallow bank, which lies 
against the mouth of the river ; at which place» 
and on the 1^ bank, there is a small, neaily 
quadrangular fort, surrounded by walls of sanjd 
and a ditch. On the opposite side of the Tiver> 
at a considerable distance, we observed ^ve^al 
redoubts. The walls of the fort were, well 
manned as we sqpproached; evi^r^ m<^ wa& 
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armed either with a lance or musket, and tb^ 
aibemated with each other. The appeaianoe 
they made was rather imposing. 

We proceeded to a public buildiiig, where, af- 
ter waiting for a short time, - we wet© joined by 
themaodariou Refreshmei^ were ordered, aod 
be oonyersed on indibBfbrait subjects. - A munber 
of attendants, all of them well dressed, occupied 
die room. Someofthem were sealed at a distance 
on low platforms, while others stood erect. We 
were soon after joined by ' a mandaiih of the 
army, commander of the fort, and equal in rank 
to the other man. He was a little, meagre, smart 
man, about the middle age* His dress was su- 
perior to that of the other, more in point of quality 
than in form. He was acoompanied by about 
tliirty well-dressed soldiers, armed with spears. 
Ue excused faunseif, on account of sidmess, for 
not waiting upon Mr. Crawfurd sooner. 

Taking our leave of the mandarins, we passed 
on to the village. ^ It is disposed in a straggling^ 
£>rm, along the bank of the river, to the distance 
of a mile or more. The houses are neat, com* 
foilable, and clean. They are generally sur- 
rounded by a paling of m»H sticks. We ob- 
served litde or no culture of any sort. The 
Jatrojdia cuicas formed hedges ; the Cakqphyl- 
lum inophyllum shaded walks. A few Convol- 
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Tttif and oilier florvms were aD thai we Kftrul 

liere. The bazar ift an uidifferent oae, but 
poorly supplied even 

haved towardB m with remarkable civility. 
S8rd^S8di day adds ecmidiraMy «> IM 

number of our plants. 

la the eveding, the loaiidftrm of Ttlioii ciune 
on boaid, oooonipaiiied by an mtei^reter, wke 
Bpoke the Jb^ortuguese language, torn the ea{iitaL 
He catM to mkm Mr. Crawftnd^ thai tiro 
barges had been sent from Hue for the purpose 
id£ taking him to thiit place; that theae woM 
ailbrd accommodation for ten persons, and re- 
qpieiled that no iQore than that number might be 
bi^ught^ for that his orders m the mibject were 
peremptory* 

This eommiinicatioii was a diiaopointnient io 
us all. Our curiosity, augmented and heightened 
by what litde we had already ween of the ooun' 
try^ was thus doomed to be disappointed at the 
▼ery momeiit we thought its gratiUScBtioii wtfUn 

our reach. It was evident that tlie whole party 
oouid not proceed to the capital ; and yet it may 
be supposed that all were anjdous to see a ooun- 
try so little known and so little frequented by 
Ekitope8ns9--a country wUd), adopting tb^ ear-* 
ample, and policy, and discipline of European 
nations^ yet not inTolTiug its^ in the sti^test 
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dsgtw in tlteir interests, or the dangers of 
their influe oce< hasj within the. period of a few 
jwni» made ednmcee in dTiKntbn, in pdtdoal 
strength, and in military science* which reixltf 
H ftxinideble to tlM flnnoundfflg ni^^ 

After much discussion, it was finally agreed* 
that fifteen peraoiui* inriiriing the oew oS the 

Bhip*s long boat, required for the transport of our 
baggeget ahouid be allqwed to psooeed. 

Il next remained to be decided what persons 
were to aoootnpaay Mr« Crawfurd Captain Dm^ 
gerflold^ Us a8iiitaiit» v^Mienled ttiat Ua at* 
tuation gave him the first claim* and. that he 

woidd net walw it without auffldeot raaan, an 

argument which was forgotten when Mr. Craw* 
fitrd fepveaented that I spoke tbe Bortugoese 
language, and that tlicrcfore I should be more 
neefiil on this occasion than one who did noC 
Ifattem hmng thus arranged, tbe requisite nam** 
ber of follows was selected. It was made a 
paitieidar request that none of the sepoys might 
be brought. 

Had nothing been said respecting the number 
of i)ersons that were to proceed in the boats, it 
mi^t have been supposed that the govmunent 
had concluded that they had sent what they con- 
oeived to be ample aooommodation &x the whole. 
But they had already been put in possesiion of 
the fullest iniurmatioii on i very subject regarding 
Ae mission; and a list of the number of persons 
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constituting it had been transmitted, together 
with other dncmnftnts. They were theiefore per* 
fecstly aware of our numbers. Had the uussion, 
as ftted out team Bengal, appeared at oourt, it 
'vvoulJ have made an appearance both respectable 
and imposing; but this, it was very obyious to 
perceiye, ihe court was desirous to a?Did. ' Not 
only did they strenuously and firmly oppose 
everything Vke adeoent and respectable appear- 
ance in the mission, but they carried this con- 
dnct so fiur as to infiringe even upon the perscmd' 
comforts of the reduced number that were to 
proceed. It was evident that their object was 
to reader the mission as obscure as possible, 
and to give it an indifferent reception. This 
was subsequently rendered the more conspicuous 
by their sending persons of mean condition to 
confer 'with Mr* Crawford on the subject of the 
letter to tlie king. The governor of Saigou» wiio 
.had behaved in a polite and courtly manner 
toward us, had said, tliat on our arrival ai Hue, 
the Mandarin of Elephants would transact busi- 
ness with the Agent to the Governor General ; 
but this perscmage was contented to send his 
deputies for that purpose. 

On the 24^, about three p.m.> the two barges 
sent fiom the capital came alongside. The man- 
darin who commanded them was the Mest figure 
of a man we had yet seen since we entered the 
country. He was advanced in year^^ yet hale 
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and even athletic* He was, in fact, a perfect 

figure of an old soldier, inured to toil and accus- 
tomed to hardships. He proposed that we should 
sail towards evening, and stopped to dine with 
us. The Ckx^hm Chmese make no difficulty of 
eating of whatever is placed before them : and 
both this man, who sat with us at table, and liis 
&iIlowers, partook of ahnost every dish. They 
are, ia feet, rather coarse feeders. When we 
came to examine the boats, we found the accom- 
modation they affdtded more wretched than we 
had antidpatfid,. The boats, indeed, made up in 
length for what they wanted in breadth ; they 
are Dsishioned like canoes, very narrow, but ex- 
traooely long. They cc»itamed forty rowers eadi, 
and were provided with a few small brass swi- 
vels* The only aoc(xnmodation left for us, was a 
narrow, close place, covered with a paltry bam- 
boo matting, of a rounded form, one end of which 
was left open to creep in at. It was not suflr 
ciratly high to allow even of our sitting erect. 
We had, of course, concluded that the two 
boats were to be at our disposal, but to this ar- 
rangement the Mandarin strenuously objected, 
insisting on keeping the best accommodation for 
hunself. When we came to take possession of 
our hut, we found it barely isufficient iui: two per- 
sons to squeeze into side by side in a recumbrat 
posture. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
VoYAOV FROM Tumoif Bat to Hurd— MouTtf of ths Ri?bk 

OF Hofi'.--*POUTBNB88 OF THB COOHIM ChINBSB »A8 NOT 

tbmdbo to amblioratb thb tftbatmbnt of fbualbs^ 
Arbivb at Hiib'«-— Pbrpbtual watcb bbpt otbb thb 

MBIIBlIKi OF THB MlSSIOH.— ^tUTABY 4)0«TUHB.-rTH8 

Govrrnor-General's letter to tiir King sent to thb 
Mandarin of Elephants. — The Chinese translation 
ALTRRRn. — Interview avith j jib Mandarin. — Canal sur- 
rounding THE CITY. — UbAUTIFUL PROSPECTS ON THB RITRR 

OP Hub'^Nbatkbrs of thb Villaqbs^Uorsbs. — SoiL.-^ 
FoRTinBD ciTT.— Frbnch Mandarins.^Confbrbhcb 

WITH TAB MABtiARlir oF fiLBFHAllT8.->0IFFIOIILTlr RB- 
. •FBcriB« AK AODIBVOB WITH THB KiNB^AH EhTBB* 
TAIBMBBT BBRVBB.-^FVRTHBR BIBOOBBION,— ^THB AoBIBHOB 

WITH THB RiNO UBFUSBO.— BbAVTT AHT» 8TRBN6TH OF THB 

FORT. — InHOSPITALITY OF THE Go VERNMKNT.— RuYAL BaR- 

HACKs. — Artillery Store-Hotjses.^Enormoits Gun.— 

* 

ClTADK L. — Remarks on thr Frbi^tcii Intbrbst at court. 
•—This Presents fro.m the Governor General and a» 

AUOIBNCB RBFU8BD. — POVBRTY OP THB BaZAR* 

CdLLKOTiNG together whatever seemed most es- 
sential during our excursion, we took possession 
of oar boat about six pm., and left the ship, 
which as on the former occasion, fired a salute. 
Neither the painter, nor atty one likely to be of 
much use in procuring objects of natural history, 
was permitted to accompany me. 
It was feared that, at this seasm of the year, 
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we should experience iempestuoug weather) « 
prospeol not tUbdge^t agmeabfoto us, consider* 
ing that wc v^efe tQ go to sea in an open boak 
Xbe Mandaiin oomfiirtod himself with the kiiDW« 
ledge that the oocist, tiiougb bold and rocky, 
abounded in esoelknt harboimf mduch he eould 

at all times gain witliout aiuch difllculty. Fortu* 
natei|^ however, the weather wan agreeable diir« 
ing the whole of tlie passage, and though we 
obtained little aid frcon our sails from ihe time we 
left Ttaion Bay» we leBched the month of die 
river of Bm, at three on the 9fitht afier a 
puMge ot twenty hours. 

It was thought that the ship s loiig boat would 
havekept pace with the barges, but it tuniBd oul 
quite oihervvibe. Slie fell into die rear IVom the 
eon aa wpoenlenti and did not reach Hu6 for a day 

and a night after our arrival. 

From Turon to tiuk^ the country « as seen firom 
the ocean, bears a similar appearance to that be* 
tweeu the Conner place and Saigon. It is bold, 
rugged^ and pionmsopie. The chain of ittoun^ 
tains is continued; the ridges bear the same 
fiiona and dhrectioiL There can be little doubt 
but ths^ they aie of granitic structure. A» you 
approach the river of Hue, they increase in alti-- 
tude, and the peaks become more acuminated. 
Yet the aqpect is» perhaps, more sterile^ On the 
approach uf muaiiaii, huvvc\ cr, wc were delighted 

Z 2 
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with liie iini<m of grandeur and beauty in the 

vast prospect before us. The dense white clouds 
yet tested tranquilly mid-way upcui the moun- 
tains, >vhiLst their bold summits were seen to 
project into the pure ether* The darker shade 
of the valley contrasted admirably with the 
lighter colour of a few scanty patches ot culti- 
vatiom Industry laboured at the oar^ and a 
multitude of small boats gave liie and animatian 
totfaeaoene. 

The nature of the soil was too evident, from 
the situation of numerous villages erected upon 
bare and sandy beaches. These had no vestige 
of cultivation or of vegetation in their neigh- 
bourhood. They depended solely for subsist- 
ence upon the fisheiies ; and upon the dry sands 
we often saw small boats drawn up to thennm- 
ber of several hundreds in the same place. On 
the left bank of the mouth of the hver of Hu^, 
there is constructed a small, but remarkably ueat 
forty with a rampart surrounded by astone walU 

and the guns mounted en barbeL This place 

comnumds the entrance into the riv^ yery oom^ 
pletely, but does not appear capable of affording 
much resistance to a force capable of using ar- 
tillery with advantage* The place is remark* 
ably clean and neat. The walls were almost 
covered with soldiers, armed with muskets and 
loofies* To mau the walls of ^ ioriis considered 
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by the Cocbia Chinese complimeDtaiy, and to 
be equivalait to our cuBtom of firing a salute as 
a mark of distiuctioa* 

' A little way beyond tiie &rt» tbe Mandarin 

Jbrought the boats to anchor* Here we waited 
nearly six hours, and when towaids e?eninK we 
expressed a wish to take a short walk on shore, 
it was hinted that we must not go fiur. Anum* 

bcr of people, soldiers and others, followed us. 
There was indeed nothing to be seen but a numr 
ber of miserable huts built upon a barren and 
sandy beach. 

The mouth of the riyer of Hoe is rather 
narrow, considering the size of the river which 
here discharges itself On one side it is con- 
fined by an elevated and extensive sand bank, 
.whidi stretching aloog-shote, forms a boimdary 

to an extensive sheet arm of the river, which 
serais to stretch towards the W. in seardi of an 
outlet. A less elevated sand bank, on which is 
erected the ibrt alluded to, confines it on tbe 
opposite side. At time of high water, there are, 
it is stated, sixteen and eighteen feet upon the 
bar* The mitranoe is formed by the sand banks 
mentioned, and is not more than two or three 
hundred yards in length. When you have 
passed this, you seem to have entered a vast 
fresh-water Iske, and to be oompletely exduded 
frppi the i3U4. 
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The seenery becomes now very interesting. 
IslaUck* ooY^ed with Gultivationy are visible aJL a 
distance; several vast rivm appear to pour 
Ihttr waters into oae basin^ Thousandfi of boats 
Mb seen retoning fipooa, er praeeedkg Idmu 
l^ere were women in all the boats, an4 they 
sMomed td hav^ more dhih thnr due rim of 
whatever labour was going forward The su- 
{Mier poMtfiikieM wikieh we had r«iiait€d anon g t 
these people has not ameliorated the condition 
of feiialea in sfde^y.. 

Whilst we remained lierc, the Mandarin had 
sent to tiu4 to communicate our artival, and to 
vequeM oidm. He wa« directed to wait the 
arrival oi the ship's boat, and to sead ours on 
tovtarde the capital. About nine p.m. /we again 
proceeded, and came to anclK» about midnight, 
ditnanoe we had imversed may have been 

about nine miles. 

Sefi. 26ik.^M dais place we remained tin 
Mmfaig In our boat. There was no appearance 
wfetew of a towp, yet they declared that we 
were now dose to it; few houses were visible. 
The banic was marshy, and overgrown with 
weeds; so thai it was difflcidi to appioadhthe 
land, but by the assistance erf* a narrow board. 
Several spears weie stuck up against a hedge, 
within whicli, we were infcrmed, stood the house 
the Mandarm of Elephants had allotted for our 
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reoeption. About seven p. in. a handsome boat 
omm aloDg^aide, and aooa ikftor we wore r€k 
qiiAtad to UaaA» and to take possession of our 
quarters^ wbidi we iomd awpie and oaQvwi«t« 
The {daoe waa erorywhrn MOTomided by anned 
soldiers ; but the only iaooaveaieaQe ex- 
periAmd ai^ from the niimber of penons who 
occupied the house with us» and wbo> by ibeif 
inoeoBWit loud tftlkiag, 1^ la not a momeiit's 

quiet by night or by day. They were specta- 

(ora ot all our actions^ and aqver pel&uttad thani- 

selves to lose sight of us, but occupied the 
rooma with ua. as w^U whea wo were at meals, 
aa at other timea» W# war^ instiwted not to 
pass the sentries, biU to remain within the hom^ 
ulitii we abouldbe preaentad at court. Et^eu om 
servants were watched with tlie strictest observer 
tkn; audit was not without difficulty that they 

would grant permission to one of thoin at a time 

to goto the bazar clos^ by» though accompanied 
by one of their own people. Nothing could 
coed their striiStiiaaA iu this Daxticular* 

CSoiqiared wkh the tioops of the native prmeea 
of India, aod of the king of Siaia, the soldiers 
we aaw heie made a v«f respeecable appear- 
ance, Thougli exceedingly short in stature* 
they aie weU loade, and of a lobuat ibcm. They 
would appear to be well calculated to act as 

Ugjbt lioopa ; their dceaa ia both convouimt and 
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shewy. It would, perhaps, be dilBcult to devise 
one better adapted to the nature of tbe dimatet 
tbe comfort of the soldier, and at the aametiine 
uniting that smartness of appearance so coa- 
atanlly aimed at in military oortume. 

The principal parts of the dress are as follow : 
A 0onical helmet^ vithoiit peak, made of 
basket work, lackered, and in general gilt ; this 
is strong, but light, and perfectly wateT'-pEooC 

On the summit of this some wear a plume of 
red horse-hair and feathers ; in others the plume 
is wanting'. This helmet is worn over the com- 
mon turban of the country, and bound by straps 
imder the chin. In dry weather, and whm the 
men are off duty, the helmet is thrown over 
their jdiouMer, suspended by the 8tnqp6» in 
which state it resembles a small shield. 

The body is covered mfh a loose jacket of 
red serge, or coarse red doth, with a short, dose 
collar ; this habit is wide, has long sleeyes^ is 
fastened in front by loops and small buttons ; it 
reaches down to the knee, and is slit on each 
aide ; it is turned up with blue or yellow ; over 
this they wear (me or two habits, according to 
the state of the weather; these are of yellow 
serge, the borders of various strongly-contrasted 
colours. Jn shape these «actly resemble tbe 
other habit, except that they have no isleeves. 
A pair of wide trowsers, scarce descending 
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below the knee, andmadeofooeiseredoriiAitd 

sUk» completes the dress* The arxas> as has 
been abeady stated, aie either a nuaket or 
spear. The greater number of the former app^ 
to be of French manufisicture. They are fiir<» 
nished with a bayonet like ours, but they are 
coQsiderably lighter. They appew to take bet- 
ter care of their fire-arms than even European 
soldiers do. They always carry a cover £or the 
lodr, and, on the approach of rain» theycaxe^ 
fully wrap up their muskets in a doth coven 
The acooutxementa are aimilar to thoae of our 
own soldiers, but the leather of which they are 
made is oraamented with gilded figures. The 
cartouche-box is smaller than an English sol- 
dier's. Ihad the curiosity to look into 0Qe» and 
found the contents as follows : 

A set of men for playing at chess; 
A small bottle of scented oil ; 

A small homy with prioker, containing apparently 
priming powder; 
A bundle of smalU hollow IwmbooSi each contunlng a 

charge of powder, stopped at one end inth paper ; 
No ball, or shot* 

To the outside of the cartridge-box is at* 
tached a bucket of basket-work, for the purpose 
of containing a couple of sticks, about six indies 
long, and an inch bioad, a necessary part of 
the equifonent of every soklier. A simile 
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budoet is attadiad to the shaft ci the lance. It 

is by striking these sticks against each other 
that the seatindls give note of their watidifiiliiesB, 
and not by passing the word as with ils. The 
noise is sufficiently bud and sbriiL They beat 
thvee stitAes eTery half hotiTf and it iMses thna 
through the diain of sentriesi. 

The lanoe is about twelve fert long* Tlie 
shaft is of bamboo, admirably adapted for this 
purpose ; the head about eight ioohes long. Two 
bundles of red horse-hair ornameat the smninit 

We had scarcely entered our lodgiqg» when a 
messenger came from the Mandarin of Elephants 
to obtain the letter lor the king, in order to its 
being examined previously to its being suteutted 
to him. Mr. Crawfurd delivered the letter, to* 
gether with Portugal and Chinese traadations* 
the latter executed by the mis&iou^ric^ at Seram- 
pore. 

In the course of the day, tlie mandarin sent 
some trifling presents of rice, oil, salt, candleSp 
&€., and a small sum of money, about fifteen or 
twenty dollars. 

The Mandarin of Turon came to visit us in the 
evening, and conversed with usfor se%'cral hours. 

27M.«— The clerk who came yesteiday fbr the 
letter, now returned with the Chinese translation, 
stafing, that thi»re weie certain expressbns in 
it vviuch rendered it unht to bo laid before thq 
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king. Mr. Crawfurd had, on the previous day, 
tdkl liim tfattt ho ivoold altfir any eipresBioii that 
did not accord with the notions of prc^riety en- 
tertainadby tbe ooait Wint the objecdonft noir 
were, I am unable to say, Mr. CrawiUrd men- 
tlooed one which was to this e£fect^-4hat tfa^ 

Governor General wrote as if he were writing to 
his equaL This man and several others, ti^e- 
ther wiA Mr. ChRawfind's Oiinese interpteten 
were ail day ooeoided in making the required 
alteratiain. 

28lA,~The same personage returned with a 
request to have another copy of llie ChinesetraiKk 
lation. It was said that this was intended for 
the governor of Saigon; but» on visiting the 
Mandarin oi' Elephants, he told us that he meant 
to keep that cqpy by him. About noon, this cc^ 
was finished, and a messenger came to say, that 
the Mandaiia of Elephants desired to have an 
interview with the Af^ent to the Goremor-Gene- 
raL A comfortable and neat boat, rowed by 
soldiefB, dressed in red, was sent to convey xuL 
Wc set out at one o'clock, accompanied by some 
Codun Chinese, who were unudly waiting at 
our quarters. We were two hours in reaching 
the Mandarin's house, and the distance could not 
be less tlian six miles from our quarters. We 
were nearly at an equal distanoe from the town, 
iliuu|jjh we had been told that we were quite 



Digitized by Google 



, MISSION TO SIAM 



,cioae to it. The river is so mudi divided by 
.islands of various dimensions* and so intersects 
the country in every way, that it is difficult to 
state more of its course than the general dkecfckm 
which it takes, and this is, for the most part, 
from west to east. In ascending the river^ to 
reach the Mandarin's, we soon quitted the branch 
which we first occupied, and turning to the 
right, entered a fine and wide canal, partly na- 
tural and partly artificial. This canal surrounds 
three sides of the capital, and at both extranittes 
joins the great river, which lies in front of the 
fourth. The canal is about forty or fifty yards 
wide at its lowest part, where we entered; it 
becomes narrower as you ascend, and, at the 
upper extremity, it is little more than ciglitccn 
or twenty yards across. . It is maintained in per- 
fect order. The sides are regularly sloped, and 
supported by embaiJkments, where requisite. 
Its depth would appear to be, in most parts, 
about eight feet. It afibrds the double advan- 
tage €ji an outward defence to the place, for 
which it was doubtless originally intended, as it 
bounds the glacis throughout its course, and is 
extremely serviceable, as afibrdiiig water-con- 
veyance to the various parts of an extensive city. 

We had seen little more than the bare walls 
of our habitation since our arrival. The .most 
beautiful mi luxuriant scenery now burst upofi 
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tm view, and we were soon . agreed that the 

banks of the rivx^r of Hue presented tlie most 
beauiiM and iuteresting soen^ of aoy river we 
had seen in Asia. Its beauties^ however^ are 
the gifts of nature more than of .art A vast ex* 
- panae of water, oonveyed by a magnificent river 
liirau^h a fertile valley, not so wide but that the 
eye can compass its several parts; ridges of 
lofty aiKi bold mouataius in the distance ; tlie 
coooa-nut, the areca, the banana; the sugpx^ 
cane, hedges of bamboos, that wave their ele- 
gant tops in the air ; rows of that beautiiui plant 
the hibiscus, are the principal materials whicb^ 
grouped in various Ibrms, delight the eye of the 
spectator. From this we must not separate the 
no less interesting prospect, of numerous and 
apparently comfortable villages* In these the 
most remarkable circuaistauce is the neatness 
and deanliness of the houses of the natives, and 
the cheerful, contented, and lively disposition of 
the peq[de. The houses of the better sort are 
substantial and large, covered with tiles, the 
walls being partly made of brick and modrtar^ 
and pardy of wood« Besides, they exercise 
considerable taste in adorning their grounds 
and little gardens with flowers and ornamental 
trees. 

IluNigh we were in the immediate vicmity of 

a large city, few people were to be seen ; these 
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were at work in the fields, collecting w po c b fWxn 
the caiial* or paa&uig oa tlie publia roads. We 
w«re itiH mofe mrimsed to find to few boote 
upon ibe river, sixkd of jiuiks we saw no more 
than ttfM or fliur. It is true, that the commer* 
cial sea^u bad goqe by, yet a large city must 
bave great and oooalaiii danand fat tiaoqport» at 
leust by means of boats. Besides* the former 
ramarit waa alike applicable to Saigon, yet at 
that place vast numbers of boats were constantly 
visible. It ia diflicuit to coooeive bow so much 
sditiida thoidd eodat vnder indi drc t im aladeBa. 
Of those who were passing on the roads, aome 
were mounted on small ponies, acdve, but neither 
handsome nor strong. There are no horses in 
the country, and it is only die lower onkm that 
ride these ; nor have we seen them us^ for any 
other purpose. 

In our excursions, we observed a considerable 
eaLtent of the landscape: on the right bank» 
which is at no great distance from the hills, it is 
diversified mto low and high ground, and often 
rises into Mils of moderate siee, the sides of 
which are cultivated. The general extent of cul- 
tiYation. is but limited, and the quantity of 
ground fit for the producdon of rice very small ; 
and wherever this is the case, countries in these 
latitudes must be considered as poor. Nor can 
this place, therefcure, be exempted* It is in* 
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debted tp Saigon and Tonqum iat the lupplie^ 

of rice. Considerable diversity of soil exists 
here; in aome parts it is a dry, firiahie, and 

almost pure Band; in others, it consists of stiff 

day t and daewhere Iheae are intermiMed* Tlie 

alluvion which this great river has formed ii^ex- 
treiaely amalL 

• Aa soon as we had entered tlie canals we 
found ourselTes in iroat of one face o£ the Fort. 
The term Fort, which has been api^iad to Aia 
place, is apt to convey erroneous notions, though 
it ia perbapsaanniohaftirtaaapiaioaofsuflhtaat 
extent can well be. It is^ in ikit, a fortified 
ci^; and if the French had oonqfMifed it with 

sucli places as DcUii and Agra, instead of Fort 
Williamt the oomparisea had been more just* 
The fortifications of this place are, without ques- 
tion, €i a most extraordinary nature, whether 
considered in the magnitude of extent, the bdkl- 
iiess of design, the perseverance in execution, or 
the strength 4hey display. The Fort appears to 
be built with tlie greatest regularity, and accord- 
ing lo the piinciples of European fortification. 
It is of quadrangular form ; eadi side appeared 
to us to be at least a mile and a half in l^i^gth. 
The rampart is about thirty feet high, and cased 
with brick and mortar. The bastions prc^ 
but lillley oontdn fixxn five to eight embrasures, 
and are placed at a great distance firom each 
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other. The walls are in excellent order. We 
could not distinctly see whether there was a 
ditch at the foot of the wall, but were tuld that 
there is. The glacis extends to the canals and 
is about 900 yaids in Imadth* In many parts, 
it is gather higher on tlie banks of the canal 
than towards the Fort, but is everywhere com* 
manded by tlie latter. Numerous skeds for 
boats^ and for other purposes, are elected on 
tiie glacis* 

An enemy on the opposite side of the canal 

would, in many parts, find shelter in the brush- 
wood and hedges, and even villages, within 
reach of the guns of the Fort, and thence would 
find the means of attacking the place with little 
exposure of his men. But it is not to* be ex- 
pected that such places are capable of much 
resistance* They may serve as a temporary 
defence against a sudden alarm, and against a 
tumultuary attack from irregular troops ; but a 
handful of brave and enterprising men would 
soon possess themselves of the place. 

The gates are ornamented in the Chinese 
style, but the approaches are cakmlated for the 
purposes of defence* Within the walls is con-^ 
tained a square building, surrounded by lofty 
walisi and apparaitly very strong; This is pro- 
bably the citadel. We had but, a very imperfect 
view of it. 
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Tbeie .appeami iio rdason to doubt that we 

"vvere brought by this circuitous route, in order 
Uiat we might aee the extent of the fortificati(uis« 
On leaving the canal, we entered the great 
river. At the poiiit of iSmi junction* the view is 
uoeoniiiioidy file ; the body of *w»ter very great, 
the country opposite beautiful and much diversi- 
fied. " The giound would appear to be 
adapted cliiefly for the cultivation of sugar-cane, 
Indian com, vegetables, and seeds as are 

adapted to a dry soil. ' We passed the houses of 

several persons of rank ; they were surrounded 
with stone walls and bamboo hedges. The 
roads in front were good. After we had pro- 
ceeded about a mile on the great tiyer, we came 
to the house of the Mandarin of Elephants. We 
waited for a few minutes in our boat, when we 
were told to land. As we approached the house, 
we met the two French mandarins^ Messrs. Van- 
.nier and Chaigneaux, who entered the house 
along with us. They were dressed in silk robes, 
aoooiduig to the Codiin-Oiinese feshion. They 
are both of them fine-looking old men, of an 
amiable expression of countenaiioe. Thefiirmeir 
had served in the American war, and appeared 
to be about sixty-five years of age; the latter is 

somewhat younger. They both left France ou 

the breaking out of the Eevolution, and de- 
voted th^dves to the service of the late King of 

SA ■ 
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Ciochid China, who raised them to their present 
mk. Tb»y weie the oompaiiioiiB of the Miag 

ill his misfortunes as well as in his prosperity : 

of twenty Fteochmati who were ia bis service, 
they are the oalj surrhomi 

In the GOMt of the ouifidarm's houie was 
ft mmd of iragfanUooking people* mm dmeed 

in maskS) some with paiated fac6S» and hideous 

toote. I \m itifemied by M. Gbaigneeitt lltfit 

thede were piayers, and that a Chinese co- 
medy mm now periteming ; atid ttiii Ibie Md 

the other festivities were going forward in 
csoDsequeaee of the marriage oi the oiaadariii'fi 
Bon, who had just mrrfed home his bride, a 
lady of high rank* The music> which was barab, 
fihtill, and ditMgiMabie, ceased as we emered. 

The mandarin was seated upon a small table or 
befidi, oDveied wilh a carpet and ftimisbed with 
hauUbome cushions, at one end of a large, plain, 
and neat, but rather naked room, opm oa two 
sides. Behind him were the apartments of the 
Women, separated only by a curtain; they were 
s^eolaMfa of the play, and oontfaued here durii^ 
Uie whole time we were present. 

Oa the opposite side of the hall wera also 

suites of apartments, now occupied by tlie 
players, wlio made tta^ appeanmoe ftom that 

quarter. To the right and left, were disposed a 

otowd of people in three or four rows. They 
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consisted of men, Avomcn, and clilldren, and 
mmj of them appeared to be miserably pooc 
few or no soldiens wem presient, but one or two 
attendants bore dword& We walked up to where 
the tnaiKkiriii iat and bcyM^ed tohiiiL Wittaout 
quitting his seat, he returned our salute^ aiid 
]»itited to a otxifih on hii l«ft» whM we timed 
ourselves ; the French mandarins sat in chairs 

M Moh gidd of iii. The ODnveiMtioii wliieh 
WMted was carried on in French, on our part, 
aiid partly in Portuguese, the French maodarins 
bdng tlio mditttn of oonttnuniciilioti ki the 

former, and a native Christian iti the latter. 

WhM we were Meted, the diitf asked if Ihere 

was any thing else to be commuiiicated than what 
wet cooiahied in the letter to the King* Mr. 

Crawfurd replied, that the letter curtained almost 
every thhig thai was to be said ; but that he had 
a few woids to state on commerdal matteni, 
which he would now, 0£ at any time the mandarin 
thought moil proper^ enter upon. ThB mandarin 
desired that he might now enter upon whatever 
he had to propose. 

Mr. Crawfurd then said, that what was chiefly 
HNjuiKed was that pennission might be granted to 
British ships to trade to the ports of Cocliin China, 
mentioning in particular Saigon^ Turon*bay, and 
Tonquin; and that instructiom might be deli- 
vered to him respecting the duties demanded^ and 

s A s 
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the r^ulaUous by which the commerce these 
plaoes Tvas conducted. To this the mandarin 
answered, that the ports of Cochin China were 
apm to all nations^ that the duties . had of late 

been xeiy considerably diminished, first by the 
late Kii^t and latterly by the present; that he 
would fiDmish a table or sch^ne dT the' duties 
GoUected at different ports ; that he would always 
expedite the effidrs of tiadef!B» by immediate 
attention to them^ well knowmg the importance 
c{ expedition in matlem of that natiaie. 

Mr. Crawfurd said, that this being the case, 
Uiere was nothing for him to aak, and that the 
reguIaticMis were very liberal. The mandarin 
now observed, that the matter being so very 
simple, our afl&irs would socxi be s^tled ; Oat 
until they were so it was not usual for strangers 
to appear in public; but that being done we bad 
merely to signify to him when we wished to go 
abroad, and that he would send a boat for us 
and people to conduct us. He further observed, 
that be would send the tarifi; and an answer to 
all matters to*morrow. 

Whilst this oonv^sation was going forward* 
in a loose and somewhat desultory manner, 
M. Cbaigneaux brought forward the affair of the 
dflimaged muskets mkt &om Madras by MessriL 
Abbot and Maitland. The mandarin was well 

aoquaiiued with the circumstance, and it was 
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very evident that it was now agitated with uo 
good intentioa* 
Mr. Crawfurd now took occasion to ask the 

r 

maiidarm when he mi^ expect to have the hor 

nour of obtaining an audience of the king. We 

were but little fvepaxed for the .aoBi^rer to this : 
that the business of the envoy being entirely of 
a commercial nature^ it altogether precluded.the 
possibility of his being admitted into tihe pre- 
sence of the king ; and that it was an a^r for 
the cognisBiioe of his ministers, To this Mr. 
Crawfurd answered, that it was right that com- 
m^al affiurs should be conducted by the king's 
ministers, and that he should be happy to have 
the honour of conferriiig wiUi them on this sub- 
ject, but that OGomieroe was not the sole objeet 
either of the l^ter to the kii^ or of the mission ; 
that he had been sent from a distant country » by 
a powerful and mighty government, to congratu- 
late the king of Cochin China on his suooessjon 
to the throne. That this was of itself to be con- » 
sidered as an honourable distinction of the king 
Codiin China ; and that the obvious and ge- 
neral tendency of the mission was to unke and 
to cement the bonds of friendship between the 
two nations. Tliat tiie determination not to re- 
cerre the envoy of the Qovemor Gensral of 

India, a man of the most exalted rank, the inti- 
nmte frieud of his sovereign, looked up to by 
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all tto workl, and bokUog correspoiukim with 
the greatest kings of the east, waa ^ moft sur- 
pri»ing» and indeed altogether unaccountable, 
filf tlwt the late kiog had tooeiied Hut mof of 
the Governor General, and had givieii him two 
puUic audimoes. He concluded by lequosting* 
that the Mandarin would represent this matter to 
big miueaty, and obtain frpox bim an early aa« 
8W0r. The mandariti anaweved thai his had 
already coouattaioated with the king upon tlie 
Hubjeot, and suoh waa his determination^ That 
had the Agent to the Governor General come on 
any other than oanmeicial affidn, ha'wadd ham 
been presented to the court, but that it was alto- 
gelber oontrary to its custoina to give audianoe 
on such occasions. That had Mr. Crawford been 
tha envoy of the king of England, or oi any king, 
he would have been reoetved. That in thia oaie 
it wa3 as if the governor of Saigon had aent an 
envoy to the imperial court It waa obntiary to 
uaage, contrary to the cubtoms of the country, 
^nd'coidd not be done; but for the satis&wtiop 
of Mr. Crawfurd the matter should be again re- 
presented to the king. 

In the interval, tea had been served, and, at 
this part of the conversation, the table was och 
wred with roaat pigs, geese, Ibwls, and ihiit. 
The subject of the damaged guns was again ia- 
tioduced by M. Cbai^neau^, 
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We were requested to sit down to dinner. 
The 0ittiidarIii oontfmied upon Mi eeAt, a tnui** 
quil spectator of what was going on around him* 
The nieel eened up on CUne diihee, end 
the fruit on japaiui^xi trays. A few Bmaii liqueur 
gbuiee, of ooaise manulhioliire, were plaeed upon 

the table, together with a bottle of conimon 

Fi^ich daret The knives were also FreiKdi* 
with gilt handles. 

After we bad partaken of a liuie iruit» the 
things removed, and the chief asked If we 
had a desire to see the comedy. Mr. Crawfurd 
sakt that he shouhi wish first to say afew wonli 
oti ihe subject of the late conversatioD. The 
Fortugneee Interpreter was now requested to ex« 
plain that it must be well known to the mandarin, 
and to the oourt at laige» as it was also to the 
two French gentlemen now present, that in the 
year 1804, the envoy of the Governor Cieneral 
cf Bengal, Mr. Roberts, who was sent In a 
capacity similar to that of Mr. Crawfurd, had 
been reeeived honourably at eourt, and had ob- 
tained two audiences of the king ; that therefore 
this was a dear and unequivocal proof thai it 
was not contrary to the usage of the court, that 
be dtould be leeeived by the king ; thai the en^ 
voys of the Governor General were received with 
distinciion at the courts ^ the first mona rc hs of 
India, and that very lately he had obtained an 
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audi^K^ of a neigbbouriiig monarch, that of. 
Siam. He ooocluded by beggiiig that the mal^ 
might be taken into serious consideration. 

The Mandarin, stoutly asserted and i^teiated, 
his assertion that Mr. Roberts had not obtained 
an audience of the king. He was reminded, 
that documents proving the coiitrary, written by 
the express order of the king, were in the pos- 
session <^ the government of l^ngal, and that 
both Messrs. Vannier and Cfhaigneaux, who were 
present on that oocasion, could now testify to the 

fact. M. Chaigncaux stoutly denied that he knew 
any thing of the xnatter, said that he was sick^ and 
, absent. M. Vannier neither could wr did' deny 
the matter^ but remained silent. The Mandarin 
knew that nothing but the truth had been stated ; 
yet he equivocated in the most palpable manner; 
saying at one time that he had not been admit- 
ted ; at another, that it was during war, when 
any one might have been admitted to the king; 

and that since that time the customs of the court 
had been altered; and that the magnificance of 
tlie court was reserved solely for the greatest oc* 
casions. It was here observed that the cbange 
which had taken place in court etiquette was not 
known ; and that with respect to the manner in 
which the mission was to be received, it was for 
the king to decide whether the audience should 
be puMic or private. this the old gentleman 
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dryly observed, that it was indeed very natural 
that we should lue every expedient to ^tin. an 

audience of the king, having come so far for that 
purpose* was. ail to 

no purpose. The codness of his manner^ and 
the direct inference of the r^ooark, were too much 
for lis, and we could contain our gravity no longer.' 
The Frenchmen seemed equally surprised with 
the Mandarin at seeing us laugh so heartily. 
The old gentleman was in fact quite at a loss 
what to say ; and at Jast dwelt upon the argu- 
ment that the etiquette of the court had hem 
changed* He promised to return an answer to 
all matters oa the following day. 

The players were now introduced. Their per- 
formance was so grotesque and ridiculous, un« 
meaning and tiresome, that it is not worthy of 
further observation. The music also was abo* 
minable. We were soon tired of both, and re- 
quested permission to retire. The French gen- 
tlemen acccxnpanied us to our boats. 

We returned home by a difierent route from 
that by wUdi we came, so as to make the circuit 
of the fortress, but it was now dark» and we 
could see but little. 

Sqft. 29lh, — No answer came from the Man- 
darin T^gaidmg the subjects agitated yesterday. 
He sent to say thai a boat would be scut to take 

MS to see the (dace; and in the evening the 
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French gentlemen came to accompany us. Pro- 
ceeding up the river, we passed along that part 
of the fisrtress which the darkness had prevented 
us from seeing on the preceding evening. This 
pari of the wall has been finished, in the course 
of the present year, in a very complete manner. 
The present king, however, is not altogether 
pleased, as his predeoessor was, with the prin* 
ciples of Vaub^. He has accordingly built the 
embrasures on a plan of his own* invention* 
The order of them is quite reversed, that is, they 
are narrow towards the ditchf and wide towards 
the rampart 1 This is the case with all the em- 
brasures on this side of the fort, and they would 
seem to be the only objectionable part of the 
work. We were now more struck than ever 
with the great beauty, magnitude, regularity and 
strength of this extraordinary work, for such it 
is in every point of view. Nothing can bo more 
neat and regular than all the woiks, the glacis, 
the covered way, the ditch, the walls, and the 
ramparts. Some of the bridges are made of 
sione and mortar, others of wood, supported on 
blocks of masonry, and ail of them remarkably 
neat. 

When w c had passed nearly mid- way along 
this front, we entered the place by a prinoipal 

* ThU mode of constructing- embrasures had beea long before 
ytre^uouiUy recomiaeiided by som willtory writers. 
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gttte, nbally and fftiDOgly buik in the Buropean 

style, and with simple and few omaraeiits. The 
glacis k covered with abort grais, and about 900 

yards in breadth. The wet ditch is about thirty 

ieet broad, supported on eadi side by masonry, 
and being on a leyel with the river, it always 
oontaipfi water. The wall cannot, I should thiak, 
be leas than ikxn twenty to tliirty feet high. The 
French gentlemen told us that the length of each 
side was 1,167 toi^ of six feel euts and that 
the walls would contain bOO pieces of camion. 
On entering the gate we turned to the right, and 
passed along the rampart. As much care has 
been bestowed on the ooDstruotion of the interiixr 
as of the exterior. The place is laid out in 
s<|uares or quadrangles, the roads are wide and 
convenient, and a navigable canal, which bads 
to the granaries and magazines, passes through 
the phoe. The town, if so it may be called, is 
rather paltry ; the greater part of the ground 
api>ears to be laid out in illHudtivated gardens, 

attached to miserable, but probably only tempo- 
rary, hi^. The basars have an appearance of 
poverty, yet the regularity of the streets gives an 
air of great neatness to the jdace, and the view 
both of the country and town, as seen fhxn the 
rampart, must be considered very fine. After 
passing for more than a nule along the rampart, 
we were conduciol to the public graiiaiies^ coa^ 



Digitized by Google 



m MISSION TO SIAM 

sistiog oi a vast number of weU-buUt, substan* 
tial store-houses. The greatest attention has 
been bestowed upoa every tiling ; and the pow- 
der-fimgazines are erected in the midstof tanks. 

We were, however, unfortunate in the day we 
bad diosen. It now oommraoed to lam with 
great violence, and the crowd oi idle spectators 
who had inoffensively fiaUowed us so &r, began 
to disperse. We next passed on towards the 
palace and the citadeL I could not help reflect- 
ing on the different reception we had rapetiaioed 
at Saigon, and at this place. There the people 
were anxious to shew us every attention, and 
their hospitality was unbounded. Here we 
passed in front of a palace, where there were 
numerous officers and persons of rank that saw 
us, yet though we were on loot, without umbrel* 
las, without the means of cc mveyanoe, overtaken 
by the rain and drenched with wet, there was no 
afer assistance made from any quarter. It is 
easy to conceive what appearance we made under 
these droumstanoes. 

The palace of the king is surrounded on every 
aide by handsome and well-built rows of bar* 
racks. These were uncommonly clean and very 
complete in their structure. The . arm-racks, the 
arms of the men, tlie platforms on wfaidithey 
sleep ; the apartments for officers, were all dis- 
posed vrith the greatest neatness and regularity/ 
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The nMn though not armed, were disposed with 

regularity in the verandahs ; and all of tliem iu 
imifiMTin. Of some legunents the uniform is 

blue, with red sleeves ; of others, white with 
ied« and SO forth. The officers are distinguished 
by a dicular patch of embroidery in front of each 
slKMilder. These barracks wcHild lose little in 
comparison with the best we have in England. 

When we had passed through several suites 
these. We were proceeding on towards our boata^ 
being unwilling to continue longer in the wet. 
The oommanderof artUiery wished, however, to 

shew us his department, and sent to recal us. 
His department was indeed well worth seeing. 
We had not seen one gun on the walls" of the 
fort, but here was a display calculated to surprise 
us. It were an endless task io raumerate all 
the different sorts of iron and brass guns, their 
sizes, and other circumstances connected with 
them. Four very large buildings, or sheds, were 
entirely filled with guns mounted and dismounted^ 
of every description. There were also a con- 
siderable number ot mortars, and an ample sup- 
{dy of shot and shells. A great number of very 
fine brass guns were pointed out to us that had 
been cast by the late king, and among them nine 
of immense size. * The otiicer of artillery ob- 
served that the latter were too large to be ser-> 
viceable in war, but that the king bad intended 
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them as a memorial both of himself and the 
works exeouled during Ms reign. They ivexe 
mounted upon carriages, Wished with as much 
ooie as the guns tbettisdves. The guiHAniages 
in general were unoommoiily well fioibhed, and 
fldttdd of a hatd and durable wood called Sm, 
pixxntred chiefly from the province of DcH^g-nai 
or Saigon. 

The pabM of the Milg is so oOHflBlrijr «or- 

ttunded by the banadui» that eteept oa passing 
one or two of llie gileSi we ooiikl see nodiiflg 

whatever o( the buildings. The citadel is a 
small <yiadrangular buildings with strong and 

lofty walls, close to the palace. It is altogether 

an edifice not calculated to excite any peculiar 
interest 

It had now become so dark that we could see 
nodiing more of the buiklings, and therefine re- 
turned to our boaU What we had seen was well 
cakuktsd to give us very fiivonrable nolioni of 
the capacity of the Cochin Chmese. Every 
thing was ina style of neatness, magnitude, and 

perfection, com})aic(i to which, similar undertak- 
ings by other Asiatics were like the works of 
duklren. These wear the semblance of the pre* 
parations of a bdd, enterprising, and warlike 
people. Sudi were the sentiments which a view 
of these objects was calculated to produce. A 
more extensive .aoquaintanoe with the people 
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IMdedtoqiadifythem. It w&s aliwdy MSjr 

perceive that the master-mind which had pro- 
jeoted and orealed suah greol works no lodgtr 

influenced their continuance. He had set that in 

taotioa wliifihliift suooosacMi il may be miipootod^ 

if© scarce equal to carry on or to preserve. 
Above ali, it was easy to perceive that the ge- 
idttB which had directed every thing was Fmi^. 
The late lung shewed, doubtless^ a great and un* 
prejudiced muxt in iolkiwiiig their plaiia. Bat 
anoth^ Pharaoh has arisen who knows not * Jo- 
seph. Hie Etendi interest, tfaeife seetaa every 
reason to believe, declines daily, and with the 
two Mandarim of that nalioti^ one of whom is 

about to return to his native country, it will pro- 
bably cease altogether. The proposals made by 
the Freooh court since the peace, and their at- 

* PvuMjwe maj be allowed to doabt tlie vafi^ of our en- 
tlwl^ iiplitlniim^i point $ itmay bethatteMMRSorCoettn 

China in IStS, had heard of the drama of Conitaotine Phanlkon, 
M, Chauinont, and the Jesuits, whiclj was acted by comniaiid ul' 
Ills Majesty the French kiu^ in 10S8, at Bankok and Loino. 

For an account of the cxti-aordiuary ailiance projected between 
the king's of France aad Cochin China, and whicb was disconcerted 
oaly hj tlw breeldiigoil ef Ike French revolution, tee tbo historical 
sketch in BaimTe Coehin China from p. 9S0 thmghoat. The 
pclHicil hnpertonee attaching to eitdi a eonnexioft la incakiikhle ; 
tmf otte milt In this ngree with tiie cfitnfam of Mr. Batroir, IM 

ii ia Uilficult to bU) what the consequences of such a treaty might 
have been to our possehslouis in India, and in the trade of the East 
India Company with China ; bnt it i& suihciently evident that it 
had for ita object the destruction of both.*" 
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tempts to enter into a more close union, have 

been kept a profound secret. Wliatever may 
have been tbeir natuie, it is dear that they have 
been rejected by the Cochin Chinese. China» 
and not France, is (be example which the pie* 

sent court ibUows in every tlxiiig. No French- 
men hiBYe been received into its service since the 

death uf the late king"; and though \vc have rea- 
son to believe that the councils of the two, now 
in office, have not been &vourable to the inte- 
rests of the mission, it is alike evident that they 
were totally incapable of influencing the court in 
favour of the proposals of their own countrymen. 
When they saw that we were surprised and dis* 
appointed at the determination of the court to 
r^se an audience to the envoy of the Qovemor 

General of India, they insinuated indirectly that 
there were others who had also been refused ; and 
subsequently told us more plainly that we ought 
to be the less concerned at this refusal, for that 
M. Cargariau, Captain of the French frigate Sy- 
bil, bearing letters and presents from the French 
minister of marine, had been refiised an audience 
of the king in 1817. It was to little purpose 
that we told the Frenchmen that the cases were 
by no means parallel ; like the Mandarin of Stran- 
gers they always dwelt as a dmfder resort upon 
the change of court etiquette that had taken 
place. 
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With this manifest decline of Frcndi inte- 
rests aod couocilsy it remaiiis to be proYed» 
whether wiAout such influence, the Oodiin ChU 
nese are capable of mainUining that spirit wbkh 
has raised their ooantry to its present rank, and 
advaoced it beyood the condition of its neigh* 
boum. 

1*/ Od.— We went to visit Chaigneaux,but 
not finding him at home, we proceeded towards 

the principal bazar accompanied by his nephew, 
an iateUigent young man. We had sem but a 
small part of the bazar, when a petty officer in* 
ionned Mr. Crawfiird that we must have an order 
from the Mandarin of Strangers,— on which we 
turned back. > The bazar was well supplied 
with the mcNre coarse and common artides of 
Chinese, but afforded very little of domestic* 
manufacture. 

Soon after our return home, the assistant to 
the Mandarin of Strangers, the fiame dd man 

that had come to take tlie letter for the king, 

came ficom the former to say that as the Bngiish 
bad not yet had any commerce with the oountrjr, 
and could not therefore have gained any advan- 
tages, his majesty could not think of accepting 
the presents ; but that if the English should re- 
turn another year, he would then accept what- 
ever was agreeable to him, paying for the same, 
inmoDBjtor inpiodiice; that with respect to the 

SB 
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Offfemooy of being presented at court, it was ne- 
CMMfy to hftve tlX the T^T^ rif^ff in thoir robei» 
and all the court in their full dresses ; that this 
a gml G0Mnoiiy , reewred for tfa« envoys of 

kings ; that had Mr. Crawfurd come from the 

long of Kngland» he would have been preieaM» 
but that la the present case it was as if the ^ 
vetnor of Saigon sent an envoy to a monarch. 
. Be added fiirtfaer that the iwS ahonld be 
pent, and that the English should be permittal to 
jtnide to aU the polls of Cochin Chiiia andTw 
quin, on paying the established duties. He ad« 
vised that tho ship's, long boat shouhi be seat 

back without delay, for that the bad season might 

otherwise prevent her altogetber irom letuming ; 
-that we ourselves might prooeed dther by sea or 
by land to Turon bay. 

This was probably the most favourable, and 
perhaps the only» opportunity for making a re* 
pfesentatioa on ibe subject of the p r esen tati on, 
Sudi representation might, it is possible, though 
in nqr opinion not at all likely, have pKoduoad 

some delay or alteration ia tlie commercial con- 

oeroSf and this was doubtless Mr. Crawfiud's 
reason for expressing his satisfaction at the 
arrangements that had been made. There re- 
mained, in fecty nothing to be asked en the sub- 

jedofoommerce; so that they had made no oon- 

omioaif 110 sacvifiQes whatever onthataooounk 
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Tbey would iMeive em ships as they did those 

of the Chinese, the French, the Dutch, the 
Americans. Where we had no fatour to ask, 
no boon to solicit, we might, it seems to me, 
have tiiged what is due to a gieat government, 
and has been accorded by otiier naliuns of India, 
with the greater warmth. 

Before this man had left us, Messrs. Vannier 
and Chaigneaux came to visit us. They had 
been sent by Hie Idng to ex{dain whaft had been 
said by the assistant to the Mandarin of Stran- 
geim» Their oomnmnicatioQ was to 4fae same 
eSdCt as that of the other. It was on this occa- 
rion IfasA they mentioned lliat M. Cargaiiau had 
not seen the king. 

OdoUr d.~After passing the morning with 
M. Chaigneaux, we visited the principal bazar. 
It G<»wst& of a spacious street about a mile in 
length, with shops on either side the whole of 
its length. Many of the shops are mere paltry 
huts, made of pahn-leaves; the rest are more 
substantial houses, constructed chiefly of wood, 
and have tiled or thatched roofs. Here, also, 
the poverty of the shops was particularly striking, 
A very laige pnqportion contained nothing but 
shreds of gilt and coloured paper used in reli- 
gious ceremonies, and at funerals. Chinese 
porcelain, of a coarse description; fans, lacquered 

boxes, Chinese ians, silks, and crapes, the two 

a Bs 



Digitized 



MISSION TO SIAM . 



latter in small quantity ; medicines without num- 
ber, coarse ddhes made up, laige hats made of 
palm-leaf, and a sort of jacket of the same ma- 
terial; rice, pulse, and fruit; sago, madefixm 
the seeds of a species of nymphsea, were the 
common articles exposed ibr sale. Tliere were 
but few, and those very coarse articles of manu* 
&ctured iron, as nailsi hatdiets, and chisels^ 
whidi bore a high price. 

The Cochin Chinese carry purses, in which 
they put their betdl and tobacco; these are YCfy 
neat, and usually thrown over the shoulders of 
the men; they are made either cf plain bfaie 

silk, or embroidered in gold, and may be had at 
all Ibices, from half a dollar to fifte^ Men of 
rank have them carried by their servants. In 
this bazar the shops are held almost entirely by 
natives of the country. Tliere aie scarcely any 
Chinese amongst them. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Pfi¥810UIQICAL EXTBRIOR OF THB Co€HIM CfniffiSBw^CoS* 

TUMB.^ MoB&b CsAiucTBm. — RsueioK. — BRUTAItima 
Bmm or a Dmvotmi Oommnmrd— Miutji v Sum* 
- TPPi^PoypLArioifrf BAim ahq IiiomiATioiit^^lSoBTinai 
Of THB RAiirr Sbasov.— VitiT to thb Taooon^^Tabum 

AJTD B0XR8 ORNAMBNTED WITH THB MTA ShBLL. — LbtTBE 

AND Presents for the Governor General. — The Aobnt 

BBCLTNBS ACCEPTING THE pRKSENTS FOR THR GOVERNOR 
GfiNBRAU — lUoUIiATlOMft BBftPCCTIMQ TrADB.— JEiXTBJf T 
OF PBBMISSION BBTBAOTBD.^A RBPAST.<*-IU>TTBir EoOt 

Am Cweniii nt thb Shell a Cmam DBUOAer* avb 

TOKBH OF ROTAL FATOUm^TRB MaxBABIM OF HaVw— 
LbTTBB to TBB CklTBBirOB GbUBBAL iteFOtBlltf— PinFOL 
SfIBIT of thb CoOHIN GhIHBIB G0VBBVMBHT.*-<7RIirBtB 

Plavbr.^Trb Kino op thb Drama Bamboobd. — ^Final 

Intekvirw with thb Mandarin op Ste angers. — ^Return 
. TO TuRON. — Bbautii'cl Country. — Canal. —Salt-watbr 
XiAKB* — Grand Scbnbry. — Routs. — Botanical Obsbrva- 

TION8.— PaLAMQUIMS AHD BbABBBS*— ^EAIflTtC COVXTBT. 
•^SZOBLLBHT ROADB^— Rb-BMBABX. 

We bad by this time sem a large proportioii of 
the people, and our intercourse with them bad 
brought to light traits c£ moral diaractor, 

which, under a less intimate acquaintance, had 
lain concealed ; while at the saioe time we 
gained a more intimate knowledge of their phy- 
sical fbxuu It is extraoxdioary how little diver^ 
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sity there exists in the latter, in regard either of 
atatme or of ieatures. 

la iheir physical exterior* they present a com- 
pound which accords not very correctly with any 
of the tribes whose peculiarities we have before 
attempted to describe. In some respects, in- 
deed, the resemblance is sufficiently obvious; 
yet in others it is much less so, i^ not rather of . 
an opposite character. It appears to me, how- 
ever, that a strict analysis of the aggregate in 
their physical form, will lead to the conclubiou 
tfaat this natiOQ also has sprung from the Tartar 
race, and that it constitutes a variety of that 
great and wxdely-disseminated branch of man- 
kincL 

In point of stature; the Cochin Chinese are, 
perhaps,'of all the various tribes that bekmg to 
this race, the most diminutive. We remark that 
they want the transverse breadth of £»oe of the* 
Malays ; the cylindrical fotm of the cranium, as 
well as the protuberant and expanded coroaoid 
process o£ the lower jaw of the Siamese, and 
the obhque eyes of the Chinese. In common 
with all of these, they have a scanty^ gri^y, 
straggling beard; coarse, lank, Mack hair; smaD 
dark eyes; a yellowish complexion; a squat, 
square fonni and stout extremities. 

I shaD here, however, enter more at large into 
the description of this variety. It is no vety 
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difficult task* at least for an atteoiive obserm, 
t5 aeuM upon thoie points In tiM fimi ^ 

the Cochin Chinese, which serve to distia* 
guiBh them both ftom the neighbouring mi 
other nations. It is more difficult to convey, ill 
aoQUtide ahd ptedse temiB, concebi mi&m of 
these distinctidiui to others. Bubjeel of the 
filiation of nations, though one of the deepest 
intebeBt, is Btill hivdved in much obflQUtity. 
see impressed upon the whole of the human race, 
dimigh efidty variety^ evety n»xlifiaBtioii cS dt- 

mate, utldef every cotiditicn of barbarous of of 
civilized lite, one general, one universal fotm, 
it&th Which there is, in &tit, no deviation. It id 
true, that there are tribes so different from others 
in appeanmce, that we ahhost eondude that they 
constitQte differehl species of animal beings. 
Yet the difference is, peth^psi in all cades, mm 
apparent than teal, mom Imaginative than 

turaL When we would inquire into the origin, 
the history, thi^ ^tonnexions, of a partitftiUfiur tribe, 

or the prevalence cf a particular form or feature, 
we tae often compiled to confess that we are at 
a loss to tdttsoovef chafaictetB In sll lesjiMts 
satisfactory. Hie interest of the subject wiU 
ilways dsim fb^ It the patient investigation of 

Reflecting ttien, and will in time, doubtless, fe- 
iMfta mat^ Of the difficulties in which it is at 

present involved. 
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To relum to the subj ect of the CJodun CShinese^ 

In the consideration of their external form, the 
dccuiiistanoe which chiefly strikes an European 
observer is tlieir diuiinished form. Their squat 
and broad shape augments the effect of this cha- 
racteristic, so that they appear more diminutive 
than they actually are. Of twenty-one persons, 
taken chiefly from the class of soldim, the 
others being citizens, the average height was 
five feet^ two indies^ and three-fourths : of eleven 

m 

of the same persons, the average lengtii of the 
arm amounted to 12.4 inches : of the ibre-arm, 
10.15 indies, and the girth of the chest at the 
broadest part, to two feet, nine inches. It has 
been remarked, that the Cochin Chmese are of 
a yellowish colour. It is very rare to fmd 
amongst them any that are very black. Many 
of the females in particular are as fidr as the 
generality of the inhabitants of the south of 
Bttiope. 

The globular form of the cranium, and the 
orbicular shape of the face are peculiarly daa- 
racteristic of the Cochin Chinese. The head 
projects more backwards than in the Siamese; 
it is smaller and more symmetrical, in regard to 
the body, than in the tribes already noticed, aud 
the transverse diameters both of the occiput and 
sindput are very nearly . equal The forehead is 
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-sbort and flmall, the dieekB tound* the loww 

part oi the, face broad. The whole countenance 
18 in &Gt very, nearly round, and this is moie 

particularly btriking in women, who are reckoned 

beautiful in propprUon as they approach this 
form of bee. The eyes are amall, dark, and 
round. They want the tumid, incumbent eye* 
lid of the Chinese, and hence they derive a 
sprigfatliness of aspect unknown to the latter. 
The nose is small, but well formed. The 

mouth h remarkably large, the lips are promi- 
nent but not thick. The beard is remarkably 
scanty, yet they cultivate it with the greatest 
care. There are amongst them those who can 
number scarce one dozen of hairs upon the chin, 
or on the whole of tlic lower jaw. That oa the 
isppex lip is somewhat more abundant The 
neck is for the most part short. Before quitting 
this part of the subject, I may remark that there 
is in the form of the head a degree of beauty, 
and in the expression of the countenance a de- 
gree of hannony, sprightliness, intellig^v^e, and 
good-humour, whidi we shotdd look for in vain 
either in the Cliinese or Siamese. 

The shape of the body and Ihnbs in the 
Cochin Chinese, differs but little from that of 
the tribes ahready noticed. The chest is short, 
large, and well expanded ; the loins broad ; the 
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u|>per extremities are long, but well formed ; &e 
iM^amfihotti and Remarkably slDUt Tbertia 
Ihh femafkable lliflerence ttm the otbeM ^ th» 
same race, that here the tendeticy to obedity ia 
^ tafd <3Deilfrolice; Tbi^ UnlM^ tfaDligb is^ 
are not swollen with fai The muscular systfsm 
k iarga and well d^^ek^, and tba leg in 

ticular is altnost always larg^ and well formed* 
Tim Codiin Chine^i though a laughifig» arta 
not lEt fiit« people. 

The costume of the Cochin Chinese may be 
ded^bed in a few Wbida. Tka^ aubje^ ii niM 
deserving of attention, in that it also presents 
ibm to ui in a peculiar light diflferent fiom thai 
ttixler Which ibelt ttdghbbHlns hppee^. Though 
living not only in a inild, but warm climate, the 
partiality f(tf dteaH ia univt^niill. thfstB is no 
onej however mean^ but is dothed at least from 
tha head to the kmee^ and if tbeiir draaa ia nal 
alWaya dTlhe dttafteatf it is owing m^ to didr 
poverty than to thdr want of iaste. N(X is H 
^omfon v(t eotiteniMce alme OEOk fhay iStudy* 
They are not Above the vanity of valuing them- 
selves on the smiGirtnwi ctf Iheilr dresS} a &iling 
which often leads Ihem into extravagance. Vou 
Will often sec a well-dressed man Without a sin- 
gitt quktn in his pdssesaimr 

The principal and most expensive article in 
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iMi 4fm if tiie turban. That of the men is 
made of black crape, of the women of Uue. On 
tittifeM c^moiifning, it is made (rf white Mtpd* 

A loose jadtet, somewhat resembiing a large 
^ shirt, but with wide eleeYes, feadiing Heady id 
the knee, and buttoning on the right side, con- 
stitutes the principal coverii^ of tiie body* Two 
of these, the Under one of white silk, ate genet^ 
rally worn, and they increase the number iac- 
(Xirduig to Hneit drconAtanees aad the slat6 of 
the Weather. Women wear a dress but litlie 
diflkreol from this, though hghter, and boUi 
Wear a pair of wide paiitalooiiB» of various to* 
lours. The dress of the poorer class is made of 
ddaise ootton, but this is itol wrf QdmBaoai 
obafse silks being more in vogue. Those <rf 
Cbhm aiid Tonquiu are worn by the mc^e opii- 
lent dasses. Shoes also are wolm only by file 
' xVnalthy, and are of Chinese manufacture, clogs, 
in&d;, rather Hmti shoes. 

After tliis account of the physical exterior of 
the Codiin Chinese, I shall add a few wolds re* 
specting their moral character. Atiy account of 
a matter so intricate, must, on so short an ac- 
quaintanee, be tteeesswily imperfeds The sub- 
ject, in its different bearings, is besides so 
tensive, that I can at most but hint al a fe# 
points. 

Of these the mo&t important add nlosl remark- 



Digitized by Google 



m MISSION TO SUM 

said to be without any reiigioQ whatever. Tbej 
have neither relii^ioug instmcdoo nor instnicton^ 
priests, nor any body of men, whose function is 
to enoouiage its oiltivatioiiy or by their cxxiduct 
to set an example to the great body of the peo- 
ple. Every man is free to act iu this matter as 
he thinks fit The better sort affect to fidlow the 
precepts of Coniucius. The theism of the Chi- 
nese is as cold-hearted and unacsonqpanied by 
ice ling, as it is crude, undefined, and uncertain 
in its priaciples. It appears to have no e£^ 
whatever on their conduct, nor do they enter- 
tain any intelligible notions on the subject. It 
would appear to be fashionable to profess it ; 
but they neitlier talk of it, nor have any means 
of knowing what fashion perhaps alone induces 
them to profess. 

The human mind, under every cwiditicMi of 
life, has formed to itself certain notions of a 
future state. The untutored mind, led away by 
its fears* soon becomes involved in the intiicate 
mazes of superstition, in which the mind too 
oiten paints imdefined, unreal terrors. Such is 
the case with the Cochin Chinese, whose idi* 
gion, if it is ever thought of, consists in the 
ceremony of placing on a rude altar some bits of 
meat and a few straws covered with the dust of 
scented wood* or in scattering to the winds a few 



Digitizi 



AND COCHIN CHINA. 



an 



\ scnipB of paper coTered wiih gold finl; or in 

' \ sticking a piece of writing on a post or door, or 



'nft W a tree._ You ijoquire ia vain fox the motives of 

:5 ^06£aSste« The objeds of their fear. are as iRt-. 

lei merous as they are hideous. One form of super* 

fill ttitioD is observed by seaF-fiuring people, another 

^ by those who live upon the coast, and a different 

jir fismi by those ijihabiting agricultural district . 

j^L Tfans, if not absohitely without religicm, the 



Cochin Chinese can scarcely be said to derive 
moral feeling fiom this source. It may, peffaapsi 
with truth be observed, that it is better that a 
people should have no religion than a felse one. 

The nation in question will furnish an argument 
in &ivour of this (pinion. It might be supposed 
that the first, the necessary oonsequaice of th6 
want of religion, would be a total disregard of 
light and wrong: this, however, is not the case> 
for in many respects the Cocliia Chinese are 
superior to their nei^boiirs, who are devoted to 
their national religion. If they are destitute of 
that aid which is derived from true religion, they 
are likewise free from the degrading trammds 
of a false one. A more direct engine than 
that of religioii itself, has modified, if not formed, 

the moral character of tho people ; it is that of 

an avaricicHis, illiberal, and despotic gaveam&at, 
the eAct of whidi, so sedulously pursued tfarou|^ 

a course of ages, it is meiaucbQly and revoking 



• 



Digitized by Google 



m MIS&ION TO SUM 

to human nature to contemplate. It has involved 
Aenhola body <tf tho paqpie in pfifpetuiL wA, 
insurmountable poverty; it has debased the 
miud; it has destroyed every generous feeling; 
it \mm cntthed in the bad the ewrly aspiratioui of 
genius ; it has caat a Uasting iniiuence ovor 
wscf ^i^maoBgk at i mp iOTOBittit Such bwig Ihs 
character of tiie government, it will not appear 

flynNSaillfC that thA mnrai nhara/^AT nf thft nAflDlfi 

fhoold in many respeols be farotali^ What is 

detective in tlieir character has been occasioned 
by perpatnal sbmrj^ and oppiwrion; yet 
withstanding all this» they display traits of moral 
Ming* ingeiniitj, and acnlenMS^ whidii under a 

liberal government, would seem capable of rais- 
ing them to an elevated rank amongst nations. 
But ihey are perpetuall j reminded of the slaveiry 
imder wliich they exist; the bamboo is perpe- 
tually nt work, and etery petty» psUry clScen 
every wretch wlio can claim precedence over 
another^ is at liberty to inflict lasbes on those 
der bun. But the tanmess with whioli they 
submit to this degrading discipline, alike appLi* 
eable to the people as to the military* is tbe most 
extraordinary circumstance. Thdr obedienoe is 
nnlhnited, nor do tbey» byword or by adkNi, nnu 

nifest the slightest resistance to the arbitrary de« 
cisions of their tyrants. Xt will not appear mir« 
inising thai fbis syslsDi should tendef ttm 
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HaUBing, liiiiid» dMUtfiil, and regasdhni cflrath; 

that U should make them conceited, iiupudent» 
fdamovooB, aanmdng, and tyraimioal, rrhm tlMf 
imagine they can be so with impunity. Their 
damoious bddnasB i» easily seen through, and 
tiiekait oppositiai cr fliniMia leduoei 
the meanest degree^of 8ubmi&sion and fawning. 
Sttdh a» Ae more imUiig ttiita in dMor 

character : they are in a great measure counter- 
haknoed by a larga ahaM of otberi that am of ft 
more amiable stamp. They are mi/d, gentle, 
and inctfensive in their character, beyond most 
naltoDs. Though addietod to lhoft» thacfiiMor 
murder is almost unknown amongst them. To 
atiai|gws» thoy are a&Ue« kind» and attanlife) 
and in their conduct they display a degree of 
ganuine poUteness and urbanity quite unknown 
to the bulk of the people in other parte of In* 
dia*. They are besides liy^y and good-hu« 

* Is iMr fMMB^ ftm Codite CMmm m IvftMi bii^f « 
dMljr pteple. MMBf of IMr MtaBt ara^ li tei nlwrty 
dh gwiUa g . llHiiealMoMioniaApfMliMiliya^ 

AMeib M« OBkami Md Mr di«n li Ml eMivMM 
ftM tiM en* H If aril PHI till II li M iMifer fil for Me. 

There appears but Uttle fround for an opinion roiuinonly en« 
tertjtined of this people, that they are dissolute, and that female 
virtue is hrid in littir rrputp. 'Dio conduct of both sexes in pubiir 
is altogether correct and decoroua. The frailties of Buurriid 
Vomen are said to be IwhiJ upon by all ranks with the i^vtelNl 
M^aaltai mi abhuff inee , whihb the pnnishnenl awarded by the 
liiri«wiialitotii9|ntteil»aiidtfiBtoiefoltii|r,^^ With 
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mouifid, playfid, and obliging. Towardg each 
other, theiT conduct is mild and unassunung, but 
the omission of accustomed ioims or ceremonies* 
the oomniiBsioii of the slightest fiuilt^ imaginary 
or real, is followed by immediate punishment. 
The bamboo is the universal antidote against all 
their failings. Like the Chinese, this nation is 
addicted to the worship of ancestors* and reveres 
the memory of relations. This nuty , in ftct* be 
considered as the only trait of rel^ion that 
exists amcmgst them. Whatever may have been 
its origin, whether, like most institutions of a 
similar nature* it 1ms deg^o^ted into a set and 
formal ceremony that toudies not the heart, we 
ought perhaps to consider it as of an amiable 
nature. The political aim of the instttutioii* the 
only one of the kind in which the government 
takes a part, inculcating it strongly upon the 
minds of the people, is not be overlooked. It is 

respect to unmarried women, the greatest liberty ia conceded in 
malters of this sort, nor does e?en public opinion oppose the 
smallest obetaiile to the freest indulgence of their inclinatioa^ 
The utmost degpree of liberty is coneedod (d them, and the ood- 
neiioii^ thej fena with their eude aoiiiatnfeuoM, whether ten* 
ponrj er durable, whatever eoneeqaence may fiiOov, is In no 
maimer prejodidal to the wwiMa*fl folnre praepeete, nor ie the 
the less respected hy her fatm hmhaad. The lesser cbSefii raeke 
no scruple in giving their daugliters, for a sum of money, to 
aiiv one wiio is to reside for a short time in the country. Indeed, , 
there SCCU18 tu be little oth€r ceremouy ia j&atriaiaAiai treaties Uuui 
that of giving* 
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that of prevcntuig its subjects fiom goiiigatoQadt 

and thereby contributing to retain them in a state 
of ignorance and slavery. * 

llie Cbcfain Qiiiieseaieiiiaie 
we should be apt to suspect^ considering the op- 
pressiye naluxe ci the govenunent Whsxe the 

government iiiterferes but little, iib in the fishe- 
ries on the coast, their industry is indeed very 
oonspicuoos, and there seems every reason to 
believe that, were they fieed from oppression, 
they would be equally so in other branches* 
They arc capable of supporting a large share of 
fatigue; and the quaoUun of daily labour, as£x 
instance in the operation of rowing, or of ron- 
. ning, is in general very considerable. But the 
greatest obstacle to the devebpement of indus- 
try proceeds from the oppressive nature of the 
military system, by which about two-thirds of the 
male population are compelled to serve as sd-* 
dicrs, at a low and inadequate rate of pay. Of 
all the grievances they labour under, it would 
appear that they consider this the most oppres- 
sive. It not only takes fsxm agriculture and 
other occupations, the handte necessary for such 
labours, but by the idle habits which the mill* 
tary service generates in the m^ it rendm them 
unfit to return to that condition of life. The 

consequence of this system may easily be oon^ 

so 
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jectured, thouj^ not perhaps to the M ezUnt; 

Almost all kinds of labour arc performed by wo- 
mea, whom it is not imiisiml to see guiding the 
ploa^ mi wbmog the seed* Beiidhi, the la- 
bour oi' women is paid at an equal rate with 
thftt of thy meti* The daify Hrftges far diiinr to 

one ibaas and theit* food, or two mas, without it. 
Another great evii arisiiig out of the military 
system of levyi omsisls in the destraoticm of A* 
niily connexions and ti^s. From the age of seven- 
teeii to t^esnijf a seleotion of the ]f oiith is mad^ 
for military st?rvice, from which there is no re- 
tiring until age or infirmitjr has retidered them 
incajifeible of furdier eenrkse. It is ttue ihaii flm 
time to timci tiiey are allowed to return to their 
hoitie^ oKi leave of absettcei Imt it ii tti be 

feared that a tenii)oiary residence oi this nature 
affi)l:ds a ieeble barrier to the ansooiai tendency 
df the sjfstmi. 

But in order to iotm correct notions of the ef"- 
fectof die militarjr syitem^ we ought to khow 

precisely the })roportion taken out of a certain 
number of the peaple^ This profioctioQ, however^ 
has hfem m differently stated by diiffemnt pet- 
sons, that it is extremely difficult to assume any 
degree of probability bti th^ sitbjeist It Has 
been stated that usually two-thirds of the maJe 

popuIaiioB finm twenty to fifty «rs taketk It 
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dlCXlld be observed that the Frcncli «:entlemen 
Btate that, in getierai, (»ie-thiid of the soldiers are 
onl6ftve of ftbseim. 

The answers to our inquirjies res]pecting the 
populftUon of the oomitly » or of any pattiaular 

town or district, have been attended with the 
same degree of unoertainty» and thereibre I have 
ftr the nmt pan poised the subject drer in si- 
fence. It has rarely happened that we have had 
an oppottunhj of eonmemg with petSooB suffi- 

cicntly enlightened to possess correct notioiis on 
thissttbjecii and it seems very doubtfiii if Any 
eiUKt data, caknilRtad to pioHde an accurate esti- 
mate of the amoctntt are in the possession even 
of Ite govemaettt Ite French genllenien, 
speaking lioiii conjecture, estimated the popula- 
tion of the kingdom at 10,000.000, Freooh 
writers have estimated it At three times that 
amount. It is screed by all that Tonquin is more 
populous dian Oodnn Oiina. The gdd and 
silver mines alone oi" that country give einploy- 
to no teas than 10,000 industrious China- 
men, with their families. 

Od. laiA'^TheTacoon, or Mandarin of Stran- 
gers, sent to say, that the letter far the Goremor 
General of Bengal, and the papers relating to 
comniefdal affiurs were in leadiness^ and that he 
wished to deliver them. A boat was sent for us 

at an early hour, and we s^ out for the Tacoon's 

a c 8 
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house immedialely after breakfiust. We weie 

several hours in reaching the place, on accouat 
of the rapidity of the cmreDt. From the 5th 
instant, with but one or two days of int^rmis* 

' &ion, it had rained aknost constantly, and in such 
quantity, that the rains we had experienced near 
to the line, in Siain and in Bengal, where they are 
periodical, seemed insignificant compared with 
these. The waters poured down in drenching 
torrents, frequently for two days and nights with- 
out intennissiQn* They were accompanied with 
but little lightning. For the most part a strong 
wind from the north-east prevailed* The baro- 
meter which, previous to this change in the wea- 
ther, had scarcely indicated any perceptible vari- 
ation, even in its ordinary diurnal tide, being al- 

, most constantly at 29.8, or from that to 29.85, 
now gradually fell to 29.635, at whidi it conti- 
nued stationary during the rain. The thermo- 
meter at the same time scarcely varied from77.d^ 
The country was speedily dehiged with water, 
and in a short time the rooms we occupied were 
scarce an inch above the level of the immrift^i^^ 
it having already overflowed the other parts of the 
house. Our neighbours in the same street were 
in still wotse plight, the water having already 
entered their houses. The people were now 
sew moving about the streets in boats, where 
but the day brfore they had passed on dry 
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m grouod. The lower orders make use of a dress 

0 well caktikted to defend the body against injury 

k from wet ; and in no country perhaps is such a 

or dress more requiied. It is made of palm-lems 

jafi closely sewed together, and reminds you, by it^ 

Sf a{q[»earanoe, 

rie skins. It consists of a hat, in the shape of a 

^ basket, th^ comes down over the shoulders, and 

is ftom two and a-half to three feet eft mem in 

ji. diameter. It is bound under the chin. The 

^ body is covered by a round jacket without 



dee^es. The hat and jacket are imper?ioas to 

water. There were few to be seen abroad at 
this time who were not dressed in these usefiil, 

but rude liabiliments. From these tliey dcrivG 
so much protectioQy tliai the rain apparently oc- 
casions but litde intomiptioa to their ocoupa- 

tions. 

When we arrived at Ae Taooon's house we 

found the two French maudaciiis in their boats, 
and reedy to enter with us* The Xftoocn wee 
seated as before, and dressed in plain robes of 
blue silk. Behind him was suspended, against 
the wall, a board on whidi were written aonie 
Chinese characters ; die letters were executed in 
mother«of-pearl» and fiom the manner in which 
the light was reflected from their sur&ce, ap- 
peared as if they were embossed in the ridiest 

style. The woiknianship was cf extreme beauty; 
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the dmi seeing thai it attraated my atteuiipu, 
took em to ijaSom w thai be M mmid it to 

be made in his own house. We bad already 

naoa sasmyQxy elegfmt boxes iniaiii wild motiMsr- 
of-pearL Scm^ of tbem displayed a ooneetwHUi 
oi taste, itu4 a degree of bewty which we bad 
but Utile ezpeolad. Tliey wm not to be com- 

pared with what we now saw. These boxes are 

only to be procured from the chieb. The beat 
of them zte said to come from TcnKjuin, and the 

9beU» aji extremely tiiip, translucent, elegant 

apedw of Mya, ia Imugbt from tbe mouth of 

the river of Saigon. If the Japan boxc3 are 

iwr^ oi^gftot* these ^re tb@ moat durable. The 
Qckim W9tiT obwge, and tte vanuih ia osool* 

lent. 

On tbis (maionibere weire Imt few people ie 

attendance at the house of the Tacoon. He re- 
ceived ua e$ ou the ^rmer opoaaiout without 
quitting hia a^, and we took our fdaoes lEit a ' 

i4)ppi9ite to him* upon a {am cowiGd with 
carpeta* and opposite to four mandarina/ irtie 
were seated at the table with us. ' ' 

It aeemed aa if the old mad were pleaaad at 
having brought the affairs of the mission to a 
^vourable conclusion. He was iu high spritB, 
talked and lau^uxl much and lery faeartSIy, and 
evidently wished to impress us with notions ia- 
vouiaUe to himaelf and hia oounftrymeiL He 
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commenced the conversation, by observing tiiat 

wbatevar mghi ba tim fluaUw ia BunqM, it ms 
quite eatdxwff to diair i^atioiis of propriety to 
apm d Ifiitar intendad Sac tim kipg, and thai tba 
latter tba Cbvenior flan^ of Bengal ti) 

fta king of CqcIuu Cluaa ha4 been opeiied at 

ftftigoQ, U WAS expbiaad la bim (bat tto waa 
4onQ, ooi^tiar J to die indinatton and to the great 

inqonveniejififi c^tbe Agent oi the Governer Qend- 
lalt bjf tha goremor ci Saigoiit who ionstad upon 
isceing the original letter. It was adkiud |hat 
thagmraraor of Saigan bad mcaivei ua in avaq^ 
friendly maimer, and th^t bis motive }n wishing 
to gee the ieU^ seemed to arisa from soma 
doillitB iImiI ba protiably enteitaintd respaating 
tba real objects of tlie mis&ioa. No fiirtb^ no- 
lica vaa takan of ilia maitpr. 

Some papers wcic lying before him on the 
table. Ha obsaivad tbat tbe^ ware eopiaa ot 
the lattar to the Qovamor Oaoecal, and of tha 
commercial regulations ; tliat correct copies ghoild 
bo dalivmd lo tba Agant of tba Qm^am £ie- 

iieral, but iliat it was their custom carefully to 

aaai up and anakvia ia a bo& tba origiaaL iatlara, 
vhiiA wm to be daUvand k that state to the 

Governor Geneial* 

The pni)ers iwa aonr dalivand to ba MuL 
The Idter for the Governor General was not in 
tlia aaaM of Ifae Kiag, but inn tl|a Taeo^ 
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self; the general import was as ioliows: that 
Mr. Cmwfiiid bad faiDiig^ a ktter fix the Jong, 

which, being in the English language, they could 
not understand; but that having a Chinese mter* 
piefcer with him, they understood through fSae 
latter that the object of the letter was to obtain 
§x the £ngU8h cotiwnarraal intttcoourse with 

Cochin China ; that Mr. Crawfard had oflercd, 
on the part of the Governor General, 500 nuiS' 
- kets and two chandeliers. The English should 
be permitted to trade on tae same conditions as 
the Cbinescy Portuguese, and French nations. 
The King sent as a present to the Governor 
General^ a &w catties of cinnamon of the first 
quality, some <^ inferior quality, some agila 
wood, two xMnoceros' horns, elephants' teeth, 
and a few peculs of augar-candy. The Agent of 
the Governor General had been presented with 
some agila wood, two elephants' teeth, and the 
horn of a ihinooeros. Sudi was the subject of 
the letter. 

• Mr. Crawfurd now expressed his satisfiuAioa 

at the hospitality and kind treatment we had 
experienced since our arrival, as wdl as with 
the manner in whidi the objects of the mission 
had been coiducted ; that he had no doubt, the 
more the two'natiims were acquainted with each 
other, the better friends they would become ; that 
he should accept of the presents which the Kii^ 
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had been pleased to offer to him. With all be- 
comiiig lespectt aad oousider them as an honour- 
able mark of perBonal distinction; that with 
regard to the presents intended for the Governor 
Qeaexdif the manriarinB most well know that 

things of this sort were by no means necessary 
to ensure the friendship of powers so well dis- 
posed towards each other; that he hoped, ihm« 
fore, the King would not take it amiss if he 
declined leoeiTii^ them; thath^ woukU howeyer/ 
do what might be considered equivalent, he 
would go, as proposed at first, to the hall of 
ceremonies to view than, and that he would 
report to the Governor General that such things 
had been oflfared. 

It seems as if the mandarins had been pre- 
pared to xeceiye an answer of this nature, and 
the Frendi gentlemea observed that they had 
itetcd it as their opinion that the presents for 
the Governor Qmmi would not be received. 
The mandarin, in a good-humoured way, used 
every aigument that he could think of to induce 

Mr. Crawfurd to accept tlicm ; but being as- 
sured repeatedly that this could not be done 
withoot an express order to that eflbct, he de« 
sisted, and the matter seemed amicably, if not 
satisfiBbctorily, ac^usted on both sides* The Ta- 
coon said diat tlic letters should be delivered on 

the following day, and that at an early hour a 
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boat should be sent to convey us to the hall of 

would be laid oiut for inspection. He had asked, 
our entraoo§, wbettor we wished to t^imi by 
sea or bjr land; and on its being aiiaw0i0d by 
l^d, ha said that it wq& not at present very 
{fffietiisAbl^ i«) gQ by seat and tbai be would 

give us his boat to convey us the first stage of 
our journey, which it would be more agreeable to 
acxsompli^b by weter » the oaTigelion being in- 

land, fal^quins and bearers gljpidd be pro- 

Tidedto(aQQVfiyii8|iiere«ti^lheway. gatii^fied 

with this arrangement, wp fix^d our c|e|>9.Fture 
fpx the morning of thp 14tli, He jobg^rvpd, that 
a certain number of bullocks, hogs, goatii* divto, 

fowls, rioe, and §pgai, would be offered ior the 

xm q{ th9 ship* andfaopveyed tQ Timm. 

Mr. Qrawflird answered that he would accept 
them with pi^^ur^t and ^g/ain e&preased his 
satijs&ction at the liberality of the aommarQial 

regulations. Pur^qg tiie thq§ we xomuifwd Im^i 

th^ Mm^sm faft4 sept hvi ^mfMut to emiaiipi- 

cate respecting the CQnuBcrcinl r ug ulations. It w as 

ugtQ^ thg; th§ English sSmld permitted 
trade to all the ports of CocUn Obina ; and (hat 
their ships should be measured in the mauner thet 
the Cbwese junks were. The Blafidami now ob* 

served that pennissiou had been granted to trade 

19 tb^ port^i jof i>Aigm» Ifon* (Bay of Tmoo.) 
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and Hue. This is, in fact, rcstiicting it to the 
two ibfqier ; the difficulties attflpding the eatr^qoo 
of the tottert impeded by a shallow bar at its 
mouth, and escposed to a wide and opep SQa« 
mnderipg tbe permission almost of no vraU. 

He observed that Tonquin being a lately con- 
qiiarad couutry t tb& Kiqg had thought i^er to 
restrict the trade in the mamier mentioned. 

From the rea^ipe^^ with whidi leave had ii| 
the first instance been granted to trade tel all the 
ports in the kingdom, and from the surprise 
whidi that oommuni^atioii exeited in om v^y 
obliging friends, but very certainly ^so our poli- 
tical en^ies» the Freodi gentlemen, when the 
*maiter was mentioned to ibtm inmdentally by Mr. 
Crawfurd, there appeared reaspi) to suspect that 
the reetrietioQS now made were ftf tb^ coua- 
selling. Mr. Crawfurd expressed hip ^s§nt to 
these restrictions. 

Whilst the latt^ part tbe conversatien waa 
going forward, prepamtions w§re making for a 
repairt. Tbe table wae soon covered with aweetr 

meats, jellies, roasted ducks and fowlSj ai^d a 
great variety of fruits, of which wo were re- 
quested to partake. Tbe Mandarin now laid 
aside the distant and fi>n»al manner whic^h he 
bad blUu^ observed, and, approadiing tbe ta- 
ble, conversed with much familiarity, laughmg 

as be&re very loudly at timos. Fgujp or five 
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young diildren bad collected round him. He 
observed that these were part of thirty-six 
chiklreD who were now alive and in his house^ 

and that the entire number of whom he had been 
the pareoi was fifty-four. Ue said that he was 
now sixty-six years of age, that he had served 
three kings, and had tiiied the office he now holds 
for the last twenty-one years, and that he ex- 
pected to have more children born to him. All 
his children had been bom, he said, since the 
late king had ascended the throne. Previous to 
that period, being engaged in war, flying ftom 
place to place^ pursuing or pursued, hehadfi)und 

how unfavourable such a life is to the increase of 
families, but that he bfyp&d he bad profited by 
the quiet which followed. 

The mandarins opposite to us seemed to re- 
lish the repast. They devoured rather than ate 
of it, and, with an avidity and coarseness of 
manner which was altogether disgusting. Fat 
poik and rotten eggs they seemed to consider as 
delectable morsels, and were not sparing of 
their powers of consumpdon. It will appear 
scarcely credible to an European, that both here 
and in many parts of China, ftesh ^gs are 
looked upon with indi^rence, while those that 
have become to a certain degree putrid are 
much esteemed, and that the latter cost in the 
market thirty per cent, more than the former* 
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%gs tiiat oontain young ones aie still liioie 

highly esteemed, aiKl, umongbL the numerous 
dishes s»t to us by the king, were two plates 
full of hatched eggs, containing young that were 
already fledged. Wo were assured that this 
was oonsidered as a mark of great distinction. 
Doubting still of the iact, we sent them to the 
sokliers ajqpointed as our guaid» who gobbled 
fliem up in haste with the most luxurious voracity. 

The table was now cleared, and the conversa* 
tioD thai fdbwed was of a general nature; whm, 
to our great astonishment, the little mandaiin of 
Han, a num who bad often visited us both here 
and on board sliip, without giving us any more 
favourable notion of his capacity than that of his 
being a ix)or silly creature, with scarcely two 
ideas in his head, got up, and, in a loud and 
sharp voice* exclaimed, that we had ocme from 
the Governor of a province, that wc had offered 
presents to a great king, who, not receiving 
fhem, we w&e now returning without the pre* 
sents he had deigned to offer. Had the little 
man done that justice to the bottle, which he 
did to the fat pork aiid hatched eggs, one might 
have supposed this intemperate remark to have 
proceeded ftam inebriety. It would appear, 
however, to have been the result of pure folly, 
for on this, thou^ not on all the occasions we 
had seen limi, he was apparently sober. Before 
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ke had time to proceed fttrthen Mr. Oawftird 
refdied, that he had xiot called for the c^inion of 
this mandarin^ and would hear no men ftom 
him. That the matter having been fully dis- 
giibmI with the TacooOf in their pretence, it was 
now surely at rest* The little mandafin evi- 
dently felt this as a keen rebuke. Alidtaking th« 
natuie of the part wbidi I had perfortned fn tile 

transactions of the day, and conceiving himself 
to be on umA of great intimacy with Mr. Craw- 
furd, he thought that such an observation could 
only have come from me» Sop rising SLgsdn, with 
still more animated energy, he obtsnred, thai 
there was but one name in the Governor Gene- 
ral's kAler, meaning thereby^, that bm one had 
a right to speak there. He said nothing furtherj 
and sat down, apparently much offended; the 
more so for that I couU Hot help lau^iing at his 
mistake. The Tacoon also laughed very heartily 
at the ooctinenoe; The observation however^ 

though seemingly thrown out by accident, ruade 
some impression upon the two mandarins, se* 
nior to thai of Han ; and the Tacoon/Beeing that 
it was likely to lead to further discussion, ter* 
minaEted the affidr by saying, that he would le* 
fer the matter to the king. Thus, by one un- 
lucky, unnecessary expression oi a weak and 
foolish man, were our plans entirely frustrated. 
The conversation on our part was carried on 
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entirely in the French language, M. Chaigneaux 
acting as interproter between us. 

Oct, I5th. — Two of the assistants to Tuan- 
kam, (Mandarin of Elephants,) who had beciti 
present al our last intetvi^ with him, called 
upon Mr. Crawfurd with a sealed copy of the 
Commercial Regulations. They said, that the 
letter for the Govenior General could not be de- 
livered unless the presents w^re a<»epted^ that 
thdSie itltended for Mr» Crawfbrd and the ship 
should be delivered at Turon. They asked if 
Mr. CrawfUrd really wished to have th« letter ; 
and that if he would accept of the presents for 
the Governed G^r^, it i^d b(d made <mt 
Without delAy. Mr. Crawfurd replied, that he 
bad already delivered his sentiments on the 
subject of the presents^ and that as to th6 letler> 
it was Ibr the king to decide whether he sliould 
receive it (tf not They inquited when 
trished to depart, and were told, on the day 
after to-morrow. They said that we might visit 
the Tuan-kani on the following day» which was 
agreed to. They now took their leave, appa- 
rently disappointed at the result of the interview^ 
It appeared that they thought Mr. Crawfurd 
could not return to Bengal without an answer to 
the letter to the king. 

IGth. — We visited the Mandarin of Strangers. 
He bad sent a deife early in the moming> to say 



Digitized by Google 



400 MISSION TO SIAM 

that four men oiilj would be provided for carry- 
ing the baggage of Mr, Ciawfiml» myself, a 
European derk, aa interpreter, and servant. 
We had been requested to state the day before, 
in writing, the mmiber of persons that would be 
required lor Uiis purpose, and had mentioned 
twelve* We were now not a little surioised to 
luarn that they had reduced this number to fi)ur, 
and not conceiving that such an order could have 
been authorized by the minister, sent the man 
away. 

Since the aflhir of the presents had been last 

agitated, a marked change had taken place in the 
conduct of those about Court towards us. They 
descended to acts of petty meanness which were 
altogether contemptible, and much more calcu- 
lated to excite contempt, derision, and pity, than 
any hostile feeling. It was but too evident that 
the iCing was piqued at the refusal of the pre- 
sents, and we had every reason to believe that 
the mean conduct which his nuiiisters now ob- 
served was authorized by him. On this ooca^ 
sion we were landed at some distance from the 
minister's house, purposely, as it would seem, in 
order that we might have to walk some way in 
the sun, and over bad roads. In the court of 
the minister's house there was, as usual, a 

crowd uF idle people, interspersed with players. 

Tlie Chinese play would seem to be a iavourite 
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amusement with the old man, for we found al- 
ways a band of. players in attendance. The 
performance ceased as we entered the oourt. 
We had here a good proof in what esteem the 
heroes of the buakui are hdkL, Not all their 
gibes and jokes are sufficient to raise them aboTe 
tfae.discipline. of the bamboo. The Richard of 
the pieoe» the Kean of the party, was at this 
moment prostrate on the ground, with two men 
holding him. down^ and a stout feUow infltrting 
blows upon a tender part with all his might. 
The scene was inconceivably ridiculous. The 
gay, gilded casque ci the hero, contrasted 
With lus rueful and lengthened countenance, so 
abundantly expressiTe of the pain he suflfered; 
the gay flowing robes of flowered satin which 
form^ his dress ; his large Tartar boots, &c., 
and the serious mann^ of those who held him in 
this state, were altogether irresistibly laughable* 
The Tuan Kayn recrived us on this oocmoii 
with even less ceremony than formerly. He 
was dressed in a plain flannel or doth jacket, oC 
a green oolour, and a blade turban, witlioiit any 
c»mament whatever. Bate and naked wooden 
bendies were givw us to sit on; the carpeCa, 

with which they and two old chairs had formerly 
been covered, being now removed. . There was. 
no one present but the chief himself, and a 

2 D 
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number of his retainers, who had a(i|MMilly 
assembtod to witneis the plaj. 
. The conveftaticm was caifM m tihnough Mr 
Cbtwfmd s Chinese mterpreter. 
The maiklaiui obsemdf dial aa the p n a iaH i 

had not been accepted, the king had thought 

proper to counteimand the letter to the Om^smat 
GeMil; but thai fbe auppliee Ibr the abipl Qi^ 
8lu>uld be delivered at Turon. Mr. Crawford 
nenttoned the aubjeot of the people for out 

baggage ; he observed that this had been done 
by the express order of the king himself, and 
that the order ooold not be teveteed withoal 
much delay* He seemed as if conscious of 
Ibeie beiiig aome degree of meemieaa allaclied 

to this aflfair, for immediately thereafter he ob- 
aer?ed that it was no aifaogement of his, and 
Aat he had noOiing to do with H. ResakiAal 
if English vessels came to trade, he would do all 
in hi* power to asaialtliem, and to expedite their 
business. Mr. Crawfurd said, that as they were 
go anxious about the matter of the {msents, he 
woidd take them on boafd, but he oould iioi 
answer for their being received by our Govern- 
men^ and that he must protest againsi teoeiving 
them in the name of the Governor General. He 
leptiedy thai it was better that matters ahouU 
ttow rest as they were. This interview lasted 
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about half an hour* Tlie old gentleman wished 
m a &vaufaUd patMge to BtagaltUidwe bnde 
hffli adiML On wr mcf ImA we called upon 
the French mandarins^ and took leave of ttusiau 
They bad bdrntr^d tdwaidi ub, duiiiig our itayi 
with undeviatmg kindness, politeness, and atten« 
tiotty mkI to them wt eie indebted for muny aoti 
of civility. In whatever light they may have 
ti^garded the mission from Bengal, and it m but 
Mtuna atM Ihejr dKUdd teve oMBideted it it 
hostile to the interests of their country, they 
ai^tf allowed polilkal Ibtdiag lo in&waoe tbvr 

conduct with regard to us ; and on those ooca- 
6ioiig in which they acted as interpreters, they 
appeared, as fiurasi am capaible ef judging, la 
have done justice to the opinions of Mr* Craw- 
find. If ihey have itt any wiy inftntwwl the 
conduct of the Ck)urt, it has not been in this 
partioirfar* 

On ottt return home, we engaged man to oifry 

enr baggage, and prepared to depart co the iai« 

lowing day. OurbusiiMe bdng now over, wa 

had nothing further to detam us. Hie whole 

ootmlry was gtill immdated, and the rain etiil feil 

in great quantity. 

Oct. 17lA.~Two boats were in readiness about 

nine a. m. to take us flie first part of the journey 

by water ; they were in charge oi the old man who 

had ecQveyed us bcm Tuvon. One ot the boats, 

a D 9 
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though a very long vessel, offered but little accom*. i 
XDodatioii* . and . was . iutended for ^our /baggage; 
We had been informed by the Tuan Kayn that 
he.would send his oym boat for our accommoda- 
tion. *. We .were . surprised,, to find it already 
occupied by the old skipper. He was told that 
the.boat.had. been sent expresisly for us, and.that > | 
he must either leave it, or that we should. He 
argued and refused to move into his own boat for 
some time, but seeing us get.up to, gp into it,, he 
complied immediately. A third boat, containing 
a. military guftrd armed with spears,, joined xis. 
We , had ever suice our arrival. been guarded 
with ,the. utmost. strictness, and the system had, 
not yet ceased.. 

We proceeded up Hie river until wc had passed " ; 
the dtadel a short way, when. we entered a fine ca- 
nal on the left, and pursued its course: almost di- . 
rectly east, for the distance of eight or nine miles. 
The .weather had cleared up, ;.aiid we .had a fii»s 
day. We were much pleased with the great beauty 
ot\the cpuntry, and the variety of its scenery. The 
tew hills opposite to the Fort were :here and there 
cultivated with upland-rice, and presented a beau- 
tiful appearance. The extensive plain on dther 
side of the canal was overflown ; numerous villages 
were seen to line its distant boundaries. This 
eanal is said to have been constructed by the 
father o the reigning king ; it is about twenty 
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yards in breadth, and almost quite straight. Its 
banks are inhabited for about two miles towanb 
ttie'Tnrer, and 'oocasioiiallyare neen'^cme large 
and well constructed houses, surrounded by waiis. 
It is altogether a'work of great labour, and'of iio 
less utility, as besides tlie advantage of water- 
ootlveyance to a very considerahle extent^ it h«ai 
enaUed the ' cultivator to turn into rice-Selds 'ex* 
tensive plains which formerly lay waste through 
the want of irrigation. The soil taken.fiom the 
canal has been used chiehy for the manuiacture 
of bricks, of whidi an inimense number has 
been used in the construction of magazines, and 
t)f the walls of the ibrt. 

We had'travelled about eight miles, whm the 
canal terminated in a marsh, but its banks were 
still to be traced by thick tufts of coarse grass; 
and numerous species of Sparganium, and of 
Carex, interspersed with a few shrubs, as Mela- 
stoma and Pandanus. At the distance of four 
miles farther, we came to the banks of a salt- 
water lake, in which the canal tenmimtos. At 
this place there resides a petty chief, to whom it 
was necessary to shew our passport. A sluice 
separates tte isalt from the firesh water, and pre- 
vents the former from entering the rice fields. 
We stopped here only for a few minute's; when 
we passed with impetuosity- through the sluice 
into the sait-water lake, the water of the canal 
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being at this time elevated eoosiderably above 
Oat of the latter. Wehadnow befeieus a vast 

and beautiful exp^use of water> surrounded by a 
bold and pidufesque country, luuting widmi it^ 
self the sublime and imposing beauties of alpine 
and tenqperate countries, with those peculiar to 
the torrid me. This is more correctly a bay 
than a lake ; the counterpart, and superior even 
inextenty as it certainly is in beauty, td the' bay 
of Turon. In other respects, however, it is not 
to be oompared with that exodUient harbour, ibc 
though completely shut in by the land, and sup* 
rounded by mountama that aiibrd shelter against 
every wind, the entrance ficm the sea is naifow, 

and there is said to be but two fathoms of water 

in the deeper parts, Jb'or boats it affi^s eeob 
piete piotociioii at all tinie3 ; and a considsrabla 
number were now parsing in var^us directions. 
Numerous villages Were to be seen at the foot of 

the lulls, where there is in most parts room for 

cultivation, to a small extents both <tf (ica wi 
cf other grains. 

In two hQurs w^ crossed the lake, and passing 
Ihraigh a narrow canal 6x the distance of two 
or three hundred yards, came to a neat and po- 
pukNis village, surrounded on aU sides by hedg^ 
of bamboo, so as to be completely concealed. 
The soil here is hch, and aff(»rds excellent crops 

of rice. Wo were dhrooted to a Isigo mi com- 
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maikm house, built for the accQmrnodation of 
tfETdlen. Some of Hm lower ofdmof tkm 

people were already at the place, and imme- 
dialoly.pioourad fire, water, and whaidver aaaiat* 
mee ww 'Mpinwd of thooi, but no ipmm of 
rank, or of authority, nor even the mandarin 
idio fifmdnctnd Ilia boats, camo near wl The 

people in attendance instantly complied with 
whatever orders our interpreters conveyed to 
tfamL Three interjpreftem had acco m p a nied us 
from the capita], of whom two spoke Chinese, 
end one^ a native C!hristian» Portugaese. 

In the hall, or principal room, a number of 
platforms of various heights were disposed &)t 
eleepmg on. We weie told not to oooupy Ike 
highest, £>r that the kiiig slept on when he passed 
this way. 

The people of the village soon collected round 
us in crowds in the room we occupied Mere 
euriosity had brao^ ihem to see us, and thongii 
they were noisy, they did ngt attempt to touch 
esy thing. 

The necessary preparations were made by 
the interpreters to enable us to depart early 
next raoming. Our palanrpiine weie pioduoed, 
and bearers were furnished from the village. 

We were suipiised to see so few animfiJs in 

this day's journey, the country appearing favour- 
«Ue to die eristenoe of several kinds. A kige 
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flpacieB of Uack Fulksa was almost fhe' only had 

we observed in the marshes. 
r I8th. — We commenoed '<m joumey in palan- 
quins, and readied the next stage in fijur boiiT8» 
the distance appearing to be about ten or eleven 
imles* " From the yiUage to the fix)t of the hills, 
there is a distance of nearly three miles, through 
a weU'Cultiyated and fiartile, as well as beautifiil, 
country. Though in the vicinity of the sea- 
shore, we observed no cocoa-nut trees. Arera, 
nnts/ plantains; sweet potatoes, betel leaf and 
tobacco, were the produce of the village gardens, 
as rice was of the fields that surround them. 
' We found the palanquins that had been pro- 
vided for us, well adapted to the nature of the 
country/ and at the same time both comfortable 

and easy. They consist simply of a nettini^' of 
cotton thread, in shape like a sailor's hanunock, 
stretched at both ends by a sti(^ 'and suspended 
fiom a. slightly-curved pole or bamboo. The 
icp is ibrmed of pahn leaves, neatly laid over 
each other, and covered on the outside with a 
durable, black varnish, which renders it water- 
proof. Tbesides are fiimished with water-proof 
curtains, which are let down or taken up accord- 
ii% to circumstances. ' The whole is extremely 
light ; the position in which the body is placed 
in this vehicle, is more agreeable and less ia« 
tiguiiig thw in the more costly ^qd shewy pa* 
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tanquinft of Beogai, which require -two- men to 
carry them when empty, while in this two men 
are able to carry the stoutest person, nor are 
moie than this nmnb^ to -be seen at any time 
under the pole. The Cochin Chinese, though 
flbcKt* ace .remarkably stout and well made. 
They travel under the palanquin faster than the 
Bengal bearers, do, and make no stop until they 
leadi the end cS their journey. We told 
that two was the usual number of bearers fur- 
nished for a palanquin. 

They were ftumiehed to us in greater numbers, 
tox at some stages four were provided, and at 
others six; yet there were never more than two 
carrying at the same time. It was matter of 
surprise to us to see with what fi^uUty and 
quidiness they ascended and desooided very 
ste^ hills, leaping from stone to stone with the 
utmost certainty of footing. Being bom ill 
health unable to leave the palanquin, I was at 
first somewhat alarmed at the boldness with 
which they proceeded, but soon saw that my 
fears were groundless. They were always cheer- 
ful- under the greatest exertions they had to 
make, and when on one occasion, where the road 
was exceedin^y steep, I made an attonpt to 
walk, I had not proceeded above a few yards 
when they came round me, and would let me 
journey no fiirther in this way. The kind dis« 
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po^iUonot tbe&e poor people was tother exbir 
bitod by their attention in plucking flowers and 
fruity as we tiavelled. 
The first bill that we ascended appeared to be 

about 800 feet high and very steep. From this 

we descended into an extensive plain« partly cultif 
yated at the base of the mountains, but the 
greater part marsby, with a &andy soil, and over- 
grown with underwood* We found the Tillage 

in which we halted, like the former, neat, clean, 

and comfortable. The liouses erected fiu: the 
aomnmodatioa of travellers are so nnich alike, 
that I ne(^ say no more than basL been, said of 
the last. 

We changed bearers at this place, and after 

three hours' stay recoounenced our journey. We 
bad again a very considerable hill to «8oml, but 
our bearers made very light work of it. When 
we had gained the summit, a magnificent view 
qp^ed before us. We looked down upon another 
of those extensive lakes, or inland bays, which 
we have already described. Descending the 
mountain, we passed along its left bank, through 
a sandy soil, till we came to the juncticm of the 

lake with the sea, by means of a narrow and 
shallow neck. Here, also, there is a village, but 
a poor one, the inhabitants of which appear to 
live almost entirely by Ashing, 
b wiU readily be conceived that the ruggsd 
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eouBlrjr We wore mow pasaiqg' thimgli affinds 

but little ground capable of cultivation, and that 

die Iwpailiilio& ouiAt iim%S^ be oao^iimUy very 
ieanty. Whal tbm is draws Hs imdiileiianoe 

more from the sea than from the land, ajod every 

bay swaims with tKMfts« The bills present tbe 

usual luxuriance which vegetation assumes in 

olher iotartropicai countries* Here, however* 4 
may be added, is exhibited a greater yariety in 
the products, though tbe general aspect of the 
vegelatica is muoh tbe same* The country here 

is througliout granitic, and presents the usual 

rugged and bpld appearance oH ail such countrieai 
Tbe roads, ocmsid^ng the nature of the country, 
are exceiient, and seem to have been constructed 
with much labour. 

I9th, — We crossed the narrow neck of water 
at this {dace, and commenced the highest and 
steeps ascent we had yet attempted. The road 
lay over masses of granite, and was extremely 
rugged; yet the bearers advanced with the 
greatest facility over ground which aught have 
appeared impracticable to a less hardy peofde. 

We soon gained sight of the bay of Turon 
from a great elevation. About noon we reached 
the village below, on the shore of the bay ; and, 
afler a hasty breakiast, embarked for the ship 
in one of the boats of the xuUive& 

Oa. 2(Hk. — On our return, we had the happi- 
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ness 'to find -our friencb and ali en boaTd in good 
healUi. For notwithstaDding the politeness and 
good bumour of our friendB the Cochin ChinM, 

we. had already begun to wish ourselves once 

more in the scxuety of our countrymen. Tb& 
party on board' had, during oUr absence at the 
capital, amused themselves chieily in making 
excmions to the various hills that sumnind the 

bay. 'These excursions procured us fewer zoolo- 
gical additions than we might reasonably have 
expected. Great numbers of a large species of 
Simia, with a blackish face, red cheeks, arms 
and thighs» gray upon the body, and furnished 
with a long tail, were seen in the woods. 
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AOAR-AGARySA 

Agila wood, or lignutn'aloes. See A(j[uillaTia agallocha. 
Albino quadrupeds frequent in Siam, 2^ 
Alcedo, 21 
Alcyonium, ^ 

Animal food used by the Siamese, 2i£ 

Apocynese, 273 

Aquillaria agallocha, 94^ 258 

Archipelago of Siam, 42 

Areca^ 3JiL Catechu, 2^ 

Argus pheasant, 32 

Asteria, 52, 94 

Astrology, addiction of Siamese to, 232 

Attap, 113 

Audience of the king at Bankok, 145, 1^ HtU of audi« 
dience, 142 

Balachang, a Siamese condiment, 21^ 
6 ambus verticillata, 11 

Bankok, arrival at, 114> Of modem date, 209. Floating 
bazar, 115. Port of, regulations respecting English ships, 
208. Few roads in its vicinity, 212. Manufactures, 214. 
Palaces and temples, 156, 216, 219. Various tribes in- 
habit, 223 

Barkalan, or Pra Klang, 164 

Barometer, 4, 82, aSl 
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Bauddhic and Egyptian religion, coincidences between, 22L 

Prayers, ISI 
Bay of Cocoa-nuts, 2£15 

Bazars of India and Cochin China, aiL Of Kandyu, m. 

Of Saigon, 2HL Of Hue, 369^ 371 
Bingeh city, 312 

Birds, 2L 77^ 114^ 261, 275, 285, 28L 296» 408 

Boats, royal of Siam, 18L 107^ lie^ IM* Procession of, 

-182. Of Cochin China, 326 
Boats Chinese, 116. 
Boletus, 1 

Bombasoi mountain, 257 

Borassus flabelliformis, 8^ 25± Caudata, LL Gomutus, 25. 
Borneo, SI 

Brahmans in Siam, 159, 187 

Bromelia ananas, or pine-apple, species of, 3D 

Buceros, 21 

Buddha, names of, 252. Commands of, 2^ Of Siam and 

Ceylon contrasted 110, ILL Images of, 218^ 22Q 
Buggis, improve in naval architecture, 69. 

Calampac, or Colambac, 2fi0 
Calamus, 1^ 3D 

Calendar of the Siamese, 249, 250^ 251 
Canal in Cochin China, beautiful scenery on, 4Q4 
Cape St. James, singularity of ebb tide near, 294 
Cargariau, Captain, French envoy, 311 
Carimon, the little, 42 
Casuarina equisetifolia, 99 
Catechu or Gambir, 56. 
Cerealia, 22 

Ceremonies at the public audience, negotiations respecting, 
I31L Mode adopted, IM 
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Certhia,21 

Chantibond, a valuable province of Siam, 255^ Its products, 
256. Population, 25jL Amount of pepper produced, 
Cardamoms, 252 

Chatt, a Siamese ornament, lAA 

Cbau Pha, the prince, put to death by his uncle, 246 

Chinese have not the usual Asiatic air, 12. Valuable 
settlers, 14» 115> Soon acquire wealth under British go- 
vernment, 14, Their houses, 62j 115. Compared with 
those of the Malabar settlers, Addicted to gross 

feeding, 17^ 63^ 215. Their activity, 6L Its motive, 6^ 
Traits of character, Mental capacity, Compara- 
tive numbers, 67^ 212. Their emigration temporary, 67. 
Insolence towards Europeans, 95. Privileges of in Siam, 
166, 16a, 245- Instance of the hospitality of, 315 

Chinese junks, Have no charts, Q9 
hinese symbolic characters a means of communication 
among tribes using different languages, 94 

Cholera morbus, a case of in Siam, 192 

Christians native, 252 

Chuliahs, or Malabar Moslems, 12 

Chroma Chit engrosses the administration of afTairs, 12tS. 
Interviews with, 127, 154* Is desirous of introducing 
vaccination, 197. Not the heir to the throne, but obtains 
it, 2m) 

Clove tree, 29 

Cochin China, Agricultural products, 310. Manufactures, 
2LL Paucity of Inhabitants seen, 350. Beauty of its 
scenery, 408, 411 

Cochin Chinese, politics of, 129- Respecting foreigners, 320. 
Physiological appearance and national affinity, 298, 305. 
Character and manners, 299. Houses, 300. Very atten- 
tive to dress, 301. Boats, 302. Troops, artillery, &c., 343, 
365. Fort, 340. Are remarkably small, 305. Females, 
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309. Singular moral discriminations respecting females, 

310, 384. Promiscuous feeders, aiiL Poverty of the 
country, 312. Contemptible spirit of the Cochin Chinese 
Court, 400. Regulations affecting British commerce, 3S4 

Cochin Chinese ambassador received with honours at Ban- 

kok, 177. 182, Ifi^ 
Cocoa nut, 24 
Cofiee tree, 20. 
Columba, 21. 2B5 

Commerce of Siam a royal monopoly, 166. European 
valuable to the Siamese, Concessions of Cochin 

China in favour of, 3m Regulations respecting, 394 

Contorts, 2fi 

Convolvulus pes caprse, LL Species 12 
Corals, 51 

Costume of Siam, IM Of Cochin China, 29G, 300^ Sm 
Military, 302. Of the rainy season, 382. Cow and Calf 
Island, 2. 

Crinum, 3^ 

Cycas revoluta, SO. Circinalis, 25 

Dagoba, or Bauddhic monumental fane, comparison of, with 

Pyramids, 22L Form of, ]M 
Despotic government of the Siamese, 127. Baleful effects 

of, 265, 381 

Dead, treatment of in Siam, 231. A singular custom, 232. 

Siamese mode of embalming, 233 
Diard, Mr., 307. His discoveries in natural history, 308, 

ai3 

Dioscorea, or Yam, 87. Luxuriancy of its habit, 270 

Dugong, or Halicora, 5^ 

Duties, a reduction promised, 205. 

Eggs rotten, a Chinese delicacy, 3M 
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Eiate silvestris, 1 1 

Elephant, albino, 151^ 2fiL A spotted, 153. Exhibition of 

elephants, 323 
Emblems religious, perpetual recurrence of, 

nglish factory, ruins of an old, 290 
Epidendrum, a gigantic species, 35. Species, 26 
Equatorial regions, salubrity of, ^ 
Erythrina indica, 28 

Etiquette of the court of Siam respecting shoes, 150. Of 

Cochin China respecting letters, 312. A pretext, 321 
Euphorbia, 11 

European manufactures scarcely to be met with in Cochin 
China, 311 

Felis,2Q 

Factions or parties in the ministry of Siam, 203 
Females the labourers in Siam, 314 
Fern, 26 

Fever, intermittent, unknown at Singapore, ^ 
Fish abundant, 262 

Flying, Siamese notions respecting the art of, 233. 
French influence in Cochin China, 367, 32^ Mandarins, 353, 
403 

Funeral pile, 111. Obsequies of the Siamese, 235 
Fucus, a remarkable species of, 55 

Fu kok, or Pau kok Island, 92, 22. Inhabitants, 23. Plants, 

98, 22. Isles in its vicinity, IQQ 
Furs procurable at Bankok for the China market, 215 

Galeopithecus variegatus, 12 
Gambir, or Terra Japonica, 56 
Geology, 6, 36, 37^ 42, 44i Z^, 89, 275, 289, 295 
George Town, Penang, 15. Population, 15. Houses, 15 
Gold mines of Chantibond, 256. Of Tonquin, 382^ 

2E2 



4S0 



INDEX. 



Governor-generars letter, HB 
Gramineee, singular paucity of, 2M 
Guns, enormous, 160 
Grapes, 2M. 

Hair, festival of cutting the lock of, 160, IM 
Halicora Dugong, 51 
Haya, a new genus of plants, 98 
Hot winds of India, the effects of, 48 
Hu^, fort of, Canal of, 348. River of, the most 

beautiful in Asia, 349 

Indian, a race resembling the Indians met with in the Penin- 
sula of Malacca, 226 
Inn, or stage-house, in Cochin China, 407 
Intertropical winter, 2L. Its effect on plants, 22 
Islands, groups of, 89^ 91 

Jasminum, 11 
Justicia, II 

Kabouc, 22 

Kandyu and its governor, 292 

King of Siam is importunate for the presents sent by the 
Governor-general, 122, 123. His name, 166. Funeral 
obsequies, 240. Idol formed from his ashes, 241 

Khon chook, ceremony of, 18^ 

Kochai Sahae, Malay interpreter, 122. His character too 

late detected, 202 
Lacerta, 213 
Lake or bay, 40^ 

Languages, comparison of the inland, or aboriginal, recom- 
mended, 226 
Laurus, I 
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Laws of Siam respecting adultery, 242. Theft and debt, 243 
Leather dye, 214 
Leopard, black, 32 

Letter to Governor-p:eneraI of British India, notice respecting, 
206. From Governor-general to King of Cochin China, 
aia. To Governor-general from Cochin China, 392^ 399. 

m 

Leyden, Dr., valuable comparison of langaages by, 226 
Life savage and refined contrasted by exemplars, 270 
Luong Pra, the Barma monarch, 244 

Macassar soldiers murder an English garrison, 290 
Madrepore, 51 

Malacca contrasted with Penang, 39. Nearly deserted, 39* 

Its fruit and fish, 39. Vicinity, 38 
Malay, or Mopla, interpreter. See Kochai Sahac. 
Malay Peninsula, western coast has numerous islands, 4* 

Mountain ridges, 5. 
Malays, TL Physiological aspect, 227. Fishemen, or 

orang laut, 73 
Mammalia, 26h ^lAi ^ 

Mandarins, their retinues numerous, 3M> An ofiicial visit 

from, ^M. Mandarin of Han, 392 
Mangroves, Utility of, 60 
Manufactures of Europe scarce at Saigon, 3L1 
Melastoma, U 

Menam river, 102. Plains on the banks, 113. Depth, 114. 

At Bankok, LIB 
Mines of precious stones, 256 

Mission British arrives in Siam, ]SyL Bad auguries from 
verbal communications, 104. Visited only by people of 
low rank, 104, 201. Visit the chief of Packnam, 105. 
Restrictions on, 124. Procession of, to the palace, 137. 
Treated with disrespect by the crowd, IM. Inhospi- 
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tality towards, 163. Received as a deputation from a 
proYiDce, Lodged in an outhouse belonging to the 

minister, 119. Reflections thereon, 120. Its affairs con- 

. signed by the court of Siam to low intriguers, 201^ Its 
reception contrasted with that of an embassy from Cochin 
China, 180, &c. Arrives in Cochin China, 295. Visited 
by the chief of Kandyu, 297. Arrive at Saigon, 303. 
Conferences with Mandarins, 306, 313. Audience of the 
Governor, ZUL Arrive in the bay of Turon, 32&< Limited 
number allowed to visit Hu^, 335. Strictly watched by 
armed men, 343, 404. Arrive at Hu6, 351. Conference 
with the mandarin of elephants, 353. With the mandarin 
of strangers, 389, 399. Molluscee, 51 ' 

Monastery, a Siamese, LLO 

Mongol race, physiology of, 222 

Monkies, white, IM 

Monopoly. See Commerce. 

Morals and Religion, 379 

Morinda citrifolia, 2& 

Motacilla, II 

Mount Palmer, 33 

Mountains, isolated pyramidal, 281 

Musa paradisiaca, 30 * 

Musaenda (rondo sa, 26 

Music, royal band, 142. Cultivated in Siam, IM. Of 

Pegu, reported excellence of, LBS 
Mya shell tablet, 389 
Mythology, Hindu, in Siam, 217 

Nareondam Island, 3. . 
Natunas Islands, Bl 
Navigation of the Chinese, 70 
Necromancers of Siam, 239 
Ncgrais Cape, 2 
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Neptunian goblet, 51 
Nipa fraticans, 25, 3Q 
Numerals, Siamese, 249 
Nutmeg-trees, 2a 

Orang laut, or men of the sea, 74^ 225. Their physiological 
appearance, 7A 

Packnam, meaning of the term, 266 
Painting, art of, in Siam, 21B 
Palace at Bankok, 137^ 138^ 141 

Palanquin, a Siamese, 137. Cochin Chin; se and bearers, 408 
Palm-tree, proof of an intertropical climate, Varieties, 8^ 
11,17, 23i Ml 35^ 88, 285. Geographical distribution, 24 
Pandanus, 8, 88- Fibre used for cordage, 29 
Papra Straits, 1^ Botanical observations, 11 
Passer, 2, 21 
Patella, 8 
Peat, 31 
Pelican, 21 

Penang Shipping, 12, Population, 13, 15. Botany, 17. 

Luxuriant vegetation, reflections, 18. Highest altitude, 23, 

Agricultural products, 27 
Pepper, 28« Quantity capable of being furnished by Siam, 132 
Physiognomy of Ultra Gangetic nations, 229 
Physical exterior of the Cochin Chinese, 374. Cranium, 376 
Physiological comparison of the Siamese, &c., 224. Of the 

Malays, &c., 225 
Phoenix brig, lid 

Pia tac, or Pe ye tac, the Chinese King of Siam, 209. Founds 

Bankok, 21IL History of, 2M 
Pigeon, 88 

Plantain wild, 8^ Its seeds described, 8L Supposed to 
be the original species, 87 
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Plante, 8,1L24,«6,54,55280,86,?8^ 113,270, 285. 
288. 289. 290. 296. 330, 333. 349, 405, Physiology of, 
22, 50, 91. A new and very singular genus producing 
enormous tubers, 211 

Players, 401 

Pneumonia, the author attacked by, 208 

Policy of Siam, 175. Reflections of the author upon, as 

regards British interests, 11£ 
Population, 382 
Portuguese interpreter, 103 
Porpoise albino, 262^ 275 
Prachadi, 210, 221 
Pra Klang, IM 
Preparis Island, 2 

Presents to the court of Siam, 1B5. Misrepresentation of 
the term suspected, 155. Of the Governor-general re- 
fused by the court of Cochin China, 3^ The king of 
Cochin China's presents to Governor-general refused, 
393,402 

Pteromys petaurista, or flying squirrel, 54 

Pteropus edulis, 9 

Pyramid, a sepulchral shrine, 221 

Pya-pee-pat of Bankok, corresponds with the governor- 
general, 205 

Pulo Condore, 2B1 
Pulo Dinding, 35 
Pulo Panjang, 282 
Pulo Ubi, 82 

Qualla Muda, 30 

Queda shore, 20* Interior unexplored, 32 

Rains vehement profluency of, 3M 
Ramayana, 159 
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Ranran, a musical instrument, IM 

Ray, singular species of, 9S . 

Religion of the Siamese, 251. None better than a false 

one, 381 
Reptilia, 201 
Revenue of Siam, 242 
Rhizophora, 59^ 3M 

Richardson, Capt. 78^ Disturbance with the Chinese, for- 
bids the demands of the Chinese, and demands an apo- 
logy, 29 

Roberts, Mr., Envoy to Cochin Chiaa, 3^ 

Saigon, 312. River and town, 304i 315^ Interview with 

the governor of, 3iS 
Salam, mode of making, in India, 134 
Samrayot mountains, 281 
Sampan, 73 
Scoevola lobelia, U 
Scene of wonder and regret, 143 
Scitamiucee, 23^ 24 
Sciurus, 20 

Sea, luminous appearance of, by night, M 
Sea fowl, paucity of, 7H 

Sechang, or Dutch Islands, 267. Inhabited by an act of 
compulsion, 268. Commodious bay, adapted for the for- 
mation of a dep6t, 28jD 

Sema, the image, 2M 

Sentry sticks used by Cochin Chinese, 345 

Servility of the Siamese etiquette, 126 

Seyer Islands, 6, Remarkable silence and absence of birds, 
insects, &c. 6 

Siam, policy of, 164. Modem history of, 244. State of 

defence, 247. Bay, west coast, 280 
Siamese houses, 108, 113, 1 17. Description of, 108. Court, 
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inhospitality of, IM Conduct of, to the mission, 125. 
Inferior to the inhabitants of Ceylon, 151. National 
family of, 224. A humane people, General charac- 

ter of, 265- Those of rank arrogant and coarse in their 
manners, 265 

Silks, the chief material of clothing in Cochin China, HI 
* Simia, 412 

Singapore, 45, Commanding situation of, as an emporium, 
46* Perpetual tranquillity of the air and ocean, 46. No 
monsoon, or rainy season, but frequent showers, 43L 
Tides near, 4L Capacity of the soil not fully ascertained, 
Situation, 25. Intermittent fever unknown, 6Q 

Slaves at Malacca, 41 

Soldiers, Siamese, of the body guard, and their equipments, 
140 

Squirrel, white species of, 274 
Sterna, 2 
Storm, Mr., HQ 

Sugar, 132, 16L Amount in tons, I6B. 

Suri Wong Montree, the Praklang, or Barcalan, 132, 2Q£L 

Anecdote of, 237 
Surya vangsa, or race of the sun, 129 
Syngenesis, 11 
Swallow, a species of, 2S2 

Tanjung api, El 

Taste of the Siamese grotesque, 152 
Taxes of Siam, 242 

Teak, black, considered ornamental, LQ8 

Temperature of the sea, 4± Effects of, on vegetation, 49^ On - 

animal life, 50 
Thermometer, 22, 77, 82 
Tical, 1B7 . • 

Tides, 93 
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Tiger, 31. Common in Siam, 263. Their bones and skins 
an article of commerce, 263. Black, 263. Combat with 
elephants, 321 

Trade, British with Siam, regulations of, 170 
Treaty drawn up, 204 
Trepang, 94 

Tuan kayn, 401 * 
Tuberous plant, discovery of probably the largest species, 272 
Tukkay, a musical instrument, 190 
Two Brother 's Islands, 287 

Vaccination, 197 
Vegetable Phenomenon, 43 
Vespertilio, 20 

Vine, 285 

Votive offerings, 86 
Vulture, 21 

Ultra Gangetie nallons, their policy, and arrogance, 1 72. Im- 
becility, 173. Hints how to negotiate with, 203. Ten- 
dency to obesity remarkable among, 22S 

Urtica, 29 

WUt thay diamponn, 219 
Water affected by the soil, 31 , 35 

Woolly-headed race in the peninsula of Malacca, 226 
Worship of imps and goblins common in Siam, 239* Of 
ancestors practised by the Cochia Chinese, 384 

Yellow fever, actual causes doubtful if known, 60 
Yothia captured by the Barmans, 244. British not allowed 
to visit, 209 

Zoological subjects observed, 11, 20, 21,261, 274, 289, 412 
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